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“OWEGO."y 


Some account of the early 
settlement of the Village in 
Tioga County, N. Y.,, called 
Ah-wa~-ga by the Indians, 


which name was corrupted 


by gradual evolution into’ 


Owago, Owega, Owegy, and. 


finally Owego. 


By LeRoy Wilson Kingman. 





Published at the Owego Gazette Office, 
Owevo, N. Y. 
1907. 
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‘Only fifty copies of this book are 
printed, of which this is number gs 


GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT 





PREMACK. 


Yhe publication of the matter in 
this book was begun in the Owego 
Gazette “of May 30) 1907, “and ran 
“through several successive issues. 
It is reprinted here with the same 
type that was used in the newspaper. 
lt corrects a few errors made by 
previous writers and adds some 
new information relative to the 
early settlers that has not betore 
appeared in print. It contains: infor- 
mation obtained thirty years ‘ago 
trom early residents, and nay be 
useful to some future historian who 
may desire to. write a complete and 
satistactory history of the village of 


Owego. 
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EARLY OWEGO. 


The Documentary -History Relative © 
to the Burning of the Indian Vil- 
lage in the Evening of August 19, 
1779, by Soldiers of the United 
Expeditions of Generals Sullivan 
and Clinton, Previous to. their 
Combined Attack upon the 
Indian Settlements in West- 
ern New York, in One of. Which 
Regiments Was James McMaster, 
Who Afterward Was the First 
White Man to Settle Permanently 
at Owego-—Excerpts from the 
Journals of the Officers in the Va- 
rious Regiments Relating to Their 
Sojourn at This Point. 

The earliest event known in_his- 
tory relating to the village of Owego 
is its destruction by fire in 1779. 
The village consisted of about twen- 
ty substantial log houses, built by 
the Indians. The coming into the 
Susquehanna - valley of the de- 
tachment from Gen. — Suilivan’s 
army in August of that year caused 
the Indians to desert their homes 
and when the soldiers came there 
was not a red man in sight. 

In order to break the power of 
the Indians under’ Brant in this 
state, the continental congress de- 
cided to make the campaign a na- 
tional one, and it was placed under 
-the direction of Gen. Washington, 
who sent one division under Gen. 
John Sullivan from Haston, Pa., 
across the country to the Susque- 
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hanna river, and thence to ascend 
the river to Tioga Point (now Ath- 
ens, Pa.). The other division was 
commanded by Gen. James Clinton, 
a brother of the then governor Geo. 
Clinton. Gen, Clinton was at this 
time in ‘ecoinmand at Albany. He 
was. directed to march up the Mo- 
hawk river to Canajoharie, crossing 
from there to Otsego lake, and going 
thence down the. Susquehanna river 
to Tioga Point, where the expeditions 
were to unite in a combined attack 
on the Indian settlements in west- 
ern New York. 


Gen. Clinton had between 1,500 
and 1,800 men, 220 boats, and pro- 
Visions for three months. When 
Gen. Sullivan reached Tioga Point 
August 13, 1779, Clinton ‘had — not 
reached there and being apprehen- 
sive that Clinton might be in dan- 
ger, he detached Gen. Enoch Poor, 
with 900 men and eight day’s pro- 
visions, to proceed up the river, as 
a reinforcement to Gen. Clinton in 
case of attack. 

Gen.. Poor’s detachment reached 
Owego (then called Owegy) August 
Liat) 2p) me “The next: day at 6:30 
a. m. it proceeded up the river to 
Choconut (now Union), where it en- 
camped and waited until Clinton’s 
army arrived there at 9 a. m. Aug: 
ustrao.” “AT IL O'clock that day the 
inareh of the entire body of troops 
began, and it arrived here at sunset. 
The same night the soldiers set fire 
to and burned the Indian village. 
The next day the troops remained 
here all day, as it rained violently, 
and they suffered considerably, as. 
they had no tents. 
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‘August 21 the soldiers proceeded 
to Tioga Point. Thence the entire 
army marched to .Newtown (E1- 
mira), where the batthe of Newtown 
was fought August 29 and the power 
of Brant and his) Indians was de- 
stroyed. 


It has: always been believed, and 
has been so printed, the authority 
being some of the early residents 
of .this village, that the old Indian 
‘Village was, situated on the — north 
bank of the Susquehanna river, be- 
low William street. This is perhaps 
incorrect, as there -is doctunneutary 
evidence that the old Indian village 
was on the west side of the Owego 
- creek in the present town of Tioga. 

Among the officers of Gen. Clin- 
ton’s army was Lieutenant (alter- 
ward Major) Erkuries Beatty. . In 
his journal of the expedition, which 
is in archives of the New York his- 
torical society, he notes its arrival 
Aug. 19 at Owego “about sundown 
after a very fatiguing marek “oL%22 
miles.” The journal continues as 
follows: 

“Friday © 20 Rained a lit- 
tle last night and Suecessively all 
this Day therefore did not move: 

Went a party down to Owego town 
which lies one mile lower down and 
burnt it consisted of about 20 houses. 

“Saturday — 21st—Clear weather 
this morning but a very heavy fog, 
marchd of a little. ‘after: 7 o'clock 
forded Owego creek which. is. reck- 
oned one third of the Susquehanna 
at this place,it was about three -feet 
Deep & about 50 Yards Wide went 
thro’ the ruins’ ot Owego town 
.crossed a pretty large brook went 
12 Miles halted at a small Brook one 
hour for refreshment.” 


From this it would seem probable 
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that the Owego creek Was 
wider at its mouth than it is now and 
that the Indian village was on the 
west side of the creek. 

In Clinton’s army Lieut. Willian 
MckKendry was quartermaster in Col. 
Alden’s Sixth Massachusetts — regi- 
ment. In his journal, which is in 
possession of the Massachusetts his- 
torical society, he writes under date 
of August 19: 

* * the army proceeded on. and ar- 
rived at Owago about sunset this is 
a large Indian Settlement and fine 
land—Encampt at this place, this is 
the Indian town that Serjt. hunter 
Was carried to that was taken 10th 


'-Novr. last below Cherry Valley on 


this same River as he was returning 
with his Scout—heavy rain this 
night, the Genl. detached a_ party 
and sent them. and burnt the town 
at this place About two miles up a 
little Creek.” 

Major Beatty says that the troops 
“marched through the ruins’ of 
Owago town” after having crossed 
the Owego creek on their way down 
the. tiver,, while lieutenant © McKen- 
dry says the town was burned “about 
two; miles up a little creek.” This 
is a little confusing. 

Many other officers in the armies 
of Sullivan and Clinton kept jour- 
nals in which were noted proceed- 
ings of each day. Many of these 
journals have been preserved = and 
deposited by the descendants of the 
officers in the collections of various 
historical ‘societies. The following 
are excerpts from some of these 
journals relating to the events of 
August 17-20,. 1779, covering’ the 
brief period of the sojourn of the 
troops in Owego: . 

The tollowing is from the journal 
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wf Dr. Jabez Campfield, surgeon in 
Spencer's Vifth ,New,. Jersey regi- 
ment, owned by the New Jersey his- 
torical society. 

hi Aue Lage ot De”  Getachimiem: 
mwarehed [12> miles] to’ an Indian 
settlement about 1 mile below Owe- 
go and encamped on ai beautiful 
plain covered with grass; just be- 
low we came on the plain, the de- 
tach’t crossed a stream of water, on 
Which Owego is situated a mile 
above these’ places were all deserted 
Jast spring, their inhabitants only a 
lew. 

i Ho 

“Aug, 19-—-This morning 9 o’clock 
Genl, Clinton joined us with upwards 
of 200 Boats and about 700 Infantry, 
who marched by land—2 pieces of 
eannon in ye boats; hisw hole number 
it is said consists of 1,500 men. 11 
o'clock we marched for Owego & 
arrived. there at) sonset. A’ party 
was sent out, who burned the town 
ot Owego: The few inhabitants,who - 
remained there had gone of the 
day before -we’ arrived” 

“Genpl. Clinton has burned all the 
‘towns on or near the river in his 
way down 

“Aug. 20—-A’ heavy rain came on 
hast: aight; «© whieh: prevented” our 
march this;day.” 

From the journal of Major Jere- 
tah Foes, vel: «Col. Poor's. New 
Hampshire regiment: 

“Li; Marohed, -at 6 o'clock, “passed 
through exceedingly good land, and 
at.:2 o'clock arrived at Owegy, late- 
lv inhabited by the savages, but on 
the destruction of Onondaga it was 
abandoned, as were all the settle- 
ments on the’ ‘river ‘abeve * Tioga. 
This is a pretty piece of land through 
which runs’ a. creek about three 
rods wide. A small party were. sent 
up to explore, and about a mile up 
the creek found  ” horses,: but no 
Indians.” 

% x 


“th. Marchea at eight o'clock, 
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‘but soon met a sergeant from Get. 
Clinton, with a letter informing us 
that his army would be at Choco- 
ut brook by ‘five o'clock.’ Conse- 
quently we countermareched,, and be- 
fore night arrived ‘at’ Owegy, and 
burnt 19 houses. Gen. Clinton Iiad 
about 1,800 men, 208 boats, and one 
month's ‘salt provision, with two 
Oneida Indians’ 

“20th. Rained Violently, Which: 
rendered it exceedingly bad for imen 
Without tents. Remained = on the 
ground all day” 

Krom the journal of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel” Henry Dearborn, comiiand- 
ing the Third New UWampshire regi- 
ment: : 

“$7th We march’d early this-morn- 
ing preceeded 12. miles to Owageu 
an. Indian = Town—which was. de- 
serted last Spring after planting. 
About’ ‘towm ‘is’a number of — fruit 
trees’ & many, plants &: herbs. that 
are; (commeon’)in'iow part of the 
country here is a Jearge body of 
chear Tntervale cover’d. ‘with grass 
Ont march sto day has’ ‘been © very 
severe & Wategueng especially for 
the left Coluinn (to which [ belong) 
as we had to pass several difficult 
steep hills & bad Morasses. 

; ‘ tC ’ 

“yoth Our troops ware put in 
motion very early this morning af- 
ter marehing about. one mile Gent. 
Poor ‘receiv’d an express from Genl 
Clinton informing him that the lat 
ter expéct'd to be here ‘by 10 o'clock 
a. In. in consequence of which we 
Petar ito.) our awld incampment 
where CGenl Clinton Joined us at 
Ld ofelock with 2,000 men including 
Officers boatmen &ce He. haS 2A 
batteaux With provisions  Amituni- 
tion ete after mutuil congratulations 
& Complyments — the Wliole — pro- 
cecdod dow the river to” Owalzca 
Yoo tweanped, > Tbk eventing Lhe: 
town. of Owateoa was made a bone 
fire.te. grace our nieeiing Our: gen 
eral course from Tiogea to Choco- 
nut rm -about N. Mast. 
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“20th We have “a very | heavy 
rain to-do & no tents .but we are 
obliged to ride it out” 


‘From the journal of Captain James 
Norris, of the Third New  Hamp- 
shire. regiment, in. possession. of the: 
3uffalo historical society. 


“17 Wes marehed Karly this 
Morning Proceed 12° Miles to Owa- 
gea an dudian Town which was De- 
serted” last’ Spring’) after Planting. 
“About the town is many Fruit Trees 
and many Plants, and Herbs, that 
are. Cominen in our: part oof « ‘the 
Country; Hear is a large body of 
clear Intivale Covered. with. Grass, 
Our March to’ diy Very Survear 
and Ivatigueing desspecelly for the 
Left Colm (to: which 1 belong) as 
we had, to pass ‘Several Steap. Hills 
vhd Morasser— 

“19 Our Treas were: put im Mo- 
‘tion very ‘early this Morning after 
. Marching about one Mile Gen’l Poor 
Received an Isxspress from General 
Clinton Informing him that the lat- 
ter exspeected . ‘to\ be hear’ by. 10 
erclock. a: Mie cthis) day |. ve. Corse- 
quence of which we Rteurn’d to our 
Old Incampiment where General Clin- 
ton Joined us at 10 o'clock ~ with 
iwo Thousand © Men—lIlncluding Ofti- 
cers, Boatsinen tc. he. has... two 
Hundred) and Wight Beautoes with 
Provisions Amtuunition &e after Mu- 
tural Congratulations and Comyple- 
ments the whole Proeceeded down 
the’ River ‘to Owagea and. Incanipt 
this evening,the town of Owego was 
nade a. burntire. of to Grace opr 
Meeting.” 


It will be noticed that . with ‘the 
exception of the spelling the jour- 
nals of  J.ieut.-Col. Dearborn and 
Captain Norris are almost exaetly 
alike, word for word. 

‘Krom the journal of Capt.. Daniel 
Livermore, captain in Third New 
Hampshire regiment, owned by the 
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: § 
New Hampshire historical society, 
the following is taken: 

“Tuesday, August 17. This. day 
the: troops... march early. It march 
‘on the flank guard. The country is 
very mountainous, with: some fertile 
valleys. «:-At.4 pm owe arrive’ at a 
cousiderable = Indian town, called 
Owago, 14 miles. Here is a. very 
good tract of Jand both sides of the 
river. The town consisted of about 
twenty houses,which we destroyed,to- 
gether with considerable Indian corn, 
wheh is in the milk. just fit to roast 
The town appears to have been 
evacuated ibubivay little ‘time. 14 
niles. 

tT hursda, August 19. ° This morm- 
ing we hear another gun up the 
river, but, no. intelligence arriving, 
the, troops, ave. ,ordered, to march, 
and proceed about. one .mile, when 
our spies, sent off last evening, meet 
us with intelligenee of Gen. Clin- 
ton’s being near. . 

We then return .to: the place of 
our last encampment. At 10 a. m. 
Gen. Clinton arrives with about— 
boats and 1,000 men. We inmie- 
diately proceed on the march — for 
Tiego. At sunset arrive. at the old 
encampment at Owago,and encaimp:” 

James McMaster, who was the 
firstwhite. settler in the village of 
Owego, first came here as a soldier 
in the Second New York regiment 
in the . Sullivan (expedition. The 
colonel of the, regiment was Philip 
VanCortlandt. 
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A Chronology of the Settlement of 
Owego Village Previous -to the 
Year 1830, with Some Account of 
Amos’ Draper, the Indian Trader, 
Who Was the First Settler Here 
in the Spring of 1787, and of His 
Descendants and His Brother, Jos. 
Draper. 

The years in which some of the 
earliest settlers came to Owego and 
its vicinity are given below.- This 
includes the business and — profes- 
sional men who came here as. late 
as 1830 and previous to that year. 
The date. of the ‘arrival of many 
others is not accurately kuown, so 
they are not  ineluded in the list, 
Which is as follows: — 

1787. Amos Draper. 

1788. James McMaster, John Me- 
Quigg, Jesse MceQuige. 

1789. Mphraim Wood, Joseph Gas- 
kill. 

1790. Capt. Lemuel Brown, /iman- 
uel Duel. ! . 

1791. .Col.: David Pixley, Capt. 
Luke. Bates, Abner Turner, Mason 
Webster, Moses Ingersoll. 

1792. Capt..’ Mason. Wattles,’ Dr. 
Samuel Tinkham, John Hill. 

1794. Joel Farnham, 

1796. Dr. Ialisha lly. 

1799. Stephen Mack, Kiphraim 
Wood, Nathaniel Sackett.. 

1800. ‘Thomas Duane, Kleazer 
Dana. 

1801. John ‘Hollenback, Gen. John 
Laning, Jobn H. Avery, Nathaniel 
Catlin. 

1802. John Pumpelly and his 
sons, James, Charles, Harmon, and 
Williant. Pumpelly; Noah Goodrich, 
Kliakim Goodrich, Gen. Ansel Gooud- 
rich. | 

1803. Klizur, Geo. L., and Charles 
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arco, Daniel Criser, ir, ‘Capt: 
Sylvenus Fox. 

1804. Gen. Oliver Huntington, 
Joseph Berry. 

1800. William, Nathan, Anson,and 
Liermon Camp, Major Horatio Ross, 
Jonathan. Platt. 

lsv6. Caleb leach, lphrain 
‘Leach, Stephen B. Leonard. 

1808. Capt. David Fleming, Gen. 
Robert Fleming. 

S09. John R. Drake. 

1810.. Dr. Godtrey . Waldo. 

1811. Dr. Jedediah Fay. 

Adoiz. Richard &. Cushnian. 

1814. Isaae Lillie, John Ripley, 
Col. Henry McCormick. 

18156. Stephen Strong. é 

1816... George W. Hollenback, Dr. 
Joel ‘5S. Paige. : 

tSit? Cok} Anos: Martin. 

1818. Lorenzo Reeves, Klisha 
Bundy, Abner Beers, David Beers, 
David ‘Turner. ; 

1819. John Carmichael. 

Lote. Zaiba oiA, Leland,’ Mrastus 
Meacham. : 

1821. Robert S.. Bartlett’ and his 
sons,. Joseph, [saae 11, and Robert 
5) Bartlett, Jr. 

1822. James, Almon.S., and Sam- 
uel Archibald. 

1823. Gurdon Hewitt. 

1824. Dr. Ezekiel: B.. Phelps; Col.. 
Benoni B. Curry. 

TSfa0 ASA Cink: .Praman; Ezra: 5 
Sweet. 

1826. John M. Greenleaf. 

1827. Kdward R. Warner. 

1828. James Cameron, Thomas 
Farrington, Franeis Armstrong, Al- 
anson Munger, Mdward = Rayusford, 
James N. Eldridge. , 

1829. Dr Wzekiel Lovejoy, Aaron, 
Pp. 'Storrs, Joh. Dodd, Albert. . R. 
Thomas, Charles C. Thomas, Jacob 
Hand. 

1830. Charles and  Printice Ran- 
sonl, Lyman Truman, Chester Dana. 

AMOS DRAPER. - 

The first white settler: at what is 
how the village of Owego was Amos 
Draper, Who came here as a trader 
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among the Indians. and who by his 
sliitegrity obtained . their, friendship., 
and confidence and ‘had great) inthe 
ence aver) then We was ia’ son. of 
Major Simeon Draper, who was one 
of the “forty” settlers at Kingston, 
Pa.) dn the Wyoming: valley under 
the Connecticut elaim, aud who set: 
tled there in .176s. 

Amos Praper had been living a 
rew years) in a temporarily construct-’ 
ed house on the south bank of the 
Susquehanna river on the flat ‘called 
the old Mersereau flat at Choconut 
nearly opposite Union. His family 
came there from Kingston in the fall 
Of 1786. 

During that year oMr, (Draper 
pW. “a i toe jiotse at Owego. It 
stood on the eastern part of the. lot 
on which Gurdon HH. >Pumpelly’s 
liouse now’ Stands. in west -Front 
street and was about one hundred 
feet from the bank of the river, 1 
faeed south on the old tndian trail, 
which then ran. along. the. bank 
wretty, closely. 0 This’: hidian trail 
struck the river about a mile above 
the bridge where the river road runs 
nearest to the river bank. Continu- 
ing down the. river it: follgawed the 
bank te the mouth of the , Owego 
creek. In building this house Mr. 
Draper brought the boards for. the 
floor up the fiver .by canoes — from 
Kingston, Pa. 

In’ May, 1787, the Drapers removed 
to Owego and’ began living in’ their 
rew house: “ow wie ving here Mr. 
Draper .coutinued his business. of 
trafficing with the Indians at  Chio- 
out.) The first” winter of their: resi- 
dence here a christianized Oneida 
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Indian chief and his wife, who bore 
epee of "Queen, Lived in the 
house with Mrs. Draper, and acted 
as her protectors. 

-Mrs: Draper's 9 maiden name’ was 
Lydia Williams, and at the time of 
her marriage she lived at Kingston 

Several years ‘alterward the 
Drapers lived in another log house 
which stood a little back of where 
Mrs. John Brown's) residence no 
stands at the northwest corner of 
Main and McMaster streets. 

Amos Draper’s brother, © Joseph 
Draper, was a later comer. here.- He 
was a surveyor. The brothers were 
entirely unlike, : The late. William 
Puimpelly, who knew them well, in- 
formed ~the’ writer that Joseph 
Draper was aloud talker and very 
self-assertive, while. Amos Draper 
was the reverse in every respect—a 
quiet man and esteemed by every- 
Wardy 5. 

Amos Draper’s daughter, Selecta 
Draper, was the first «white “ehpld 
born at Owego. She was born June 
19, 1788... She beeame the wife of 
Stephen Wiliams,of Newark Valley, 
in 1809. Ife was born at West Stock- 
bridge, Mass: in 1783, and came 
with his father, also named Stephen 
Williams, to Newark Valley in frs0l. 

Amos Draper had two sons, Amos 
wd  Benjanin . Draper, and two 
“daughters, -Seleeta and Catherire 
Draper. Ames: Dvaner: Jr.,-. died 
near. Victor, .N. -Y¥., and... Benjamin 
at Fairfax Court House, Va. Cath- 
erine > became the wife of -Hwart 
Williams. Selecta died April 2, LS65, 
at. ihe. home of . her - Son, Lucius 
Kwart Williains, at Newark valley. 
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After their marriage Mr. and Mrs 
Stephen Williams lived at Newark 
Valley, then known as Brown's set- 
tlenient, where they purchased «a 
farm and “wilt, a house. At the 
time of Mrs. Willianis’s death, in 
labo, the house was occupied by the: 
widow of Chester Patterson. Mrs 
Williams died at Newatk . Valley 
wally “6. A859... At the -time,of °Mrs. 
Williams s: dewth six of of her ten 
children survived her as follows: 

Satharine Wineryva, aarried . Anr 
brose Collins, of Berkshire. 

Des nares Draper, of Sti: Paul, 
Minn. 
Horatio Spencer, “ef. Woedhull, 
kes 

Myra. Milton. of . St: Paul,Minn, 

Joseph kdwin, of Cleveland, Ohio 

Lucius . wart, of Newark. Valley. 

Mary married Mlisha Hiurd, of 
Aurora, Ohio. 

Amos. Draper died in this village 
May 21, 1808) At that, time the: vil 
lage. burying .,eround.. Was, .at., the 
present corner of Main and yourt 
streets, and extended south to about 
the east line of the lot on which the 
new Tioga county clerk's ollice MOW 
stands, - Mr.°, Draper's: body Was 
buried where the old clerk’s office 
stood, between the present jail. and 
the old academy buildings. - When 
lien were digging for the founda- 
tion wall ot the first clerk's, office, 
na 1826, thieves eat through Mr. 
Oraper’s. ‘grave. i 

Lucius bh. oWilliams,: ‘ef Newark 
Valley, is a’son of Stephen Williams 
and the last survivor of ten children. 

Joseph Draper was unmarried. 
lie died of consumption at the home 
of. Lucius: “Ise: “Williams in! 1832 or 
1833, and his body was huried in 
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the Newark Valley cemetery. Mr. 
Williams has an oil portrait = of 
Joseph Draper. A _ historical society 
should be organized in Owego and 
this portrait and other portraits of 
early settlers should be gathered to- 
gether for preservation. 

: JAMES MC MASTIR. 
James McMaster was the second 
white man to settle permanently at 
Owego. He first came here as a 
soldier in Gen. Sullivan’s army in 
1779, and made his permanent set- 

tlement here in 1788, the year fol- 
lowing the coming of the Drapers. 
it. Is erroneousty stated by judge 
Charles P. Avery in his “Susque- 
hanna Valley” papers in the “St. 
Nicholas” magazine (page 3803) that 
_ James McMaster’s knowledge of the 
general character of the valley was 
‘acquired while a soldier in the army 
of Gen. Clinton on its: way down the 
Susquehanna river to meet Gen. 
Sullivan’s forees. This error has 
been copicd in-all the local histories 
since written. 

At the time judge Avery wrote 
his papers the military records of 
this state had not been printed. Mc- 
Master had been dead — thirty-five 
years and judge Avery’s information 
seems to have been obtained from 
some of his descendants whose 
knowledge was traditional and un- 
certain. 

In “New York in the Revolution,” 
a large quarto volume = compiled 
from state records and pubiished at 
Albany in 1879 by James A.Roberts, 
then Comptroller of this state, a full 
list of the officers and men of the 
various New York regiments, taken 
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from the records, was published. In 
1898 a second and more complete 
edition of the book was. published 
by Mr. Roberts. ; 

“On page 29 of the second. edition 
is the roster of.the. Second . New 
York regiment commanded by Col. 
Philip Van Cortlandt, and on page 
ob James McMaster’s name appears 
as a private in this regiment. 

On page. 342 of the book on the 
“Military Wxpedition of Major-Gen- 
eral John Sullivan ‘against the Six 
Nations of Indians in 1779,’ compiled 
by Frederick Cook, Secretary of 
Blate ‘and »\publisned ,4n..1887,..are 
given. lists of the regiments in both 
Clinton’s and Sullivan’s armies in 
this expedition, and the Second revgi- 
‘iment is among those in the army of 
Sullivan. On page 3827 of the same 
hook a list of the officers of the 
Second regiment is also. given. 

It appears plain . that McMaster 
was in Gen. Sullivan’s army .instead 
of Clinton's. 

James McMaster was a farmer. 
When he came to Owego with Sulli- 
Van's army in the summer of 1779 
the. flat land east of the Owego creck 
seemed so desirable for farming pur- 
poses that he determined to settle 
here. | 

In 1784 he was: living .on a farm 
owned jointly by himself and his 
brother,David McMaster, in Mlorida, 
Montgomery county, about fourteen 
miles above Schenectady and a mile 
and a half from the Mohawk -river. 
In April of that year he and another 
brother, Robert McMaster, in com- 
pany with William Woods ‘and John 
Nealy, and with William ‘Faylor, ‘a 
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boy eight years old, who had beets 
‘indentnred to James McMaster asa 
“bound boy,” started for Owego. 

The previous winter a Jarge boat 
had been obtained at Schenectady 
aud taken thence to Canajoharie on 
the ice and from there to the bank 
of Otsevo lake. Vhere the boat was 
launched and a part of the party 
embarked with a wagon, provisions, 
plows, farming implements aud cook- 
ing utensils, while another party 
went with four horses by land, fol- 
lowing the Mdian.trail to the foot of 
the lake. Thenee they -alf proceeded 
together, following the Indian trail 
to Owego. They met many parties of 
Indians on their way, who seemed 
peaceahly inclined,but met no white 
han. 

They were fourteen days on their 
journey, arriving’ here on. the: first 
day of May, one party by boat down 
the river and the’ other by land... At 
night while on their way the boat 
was moored uniformly at some place 
on the river, previously appointed, 
and thus the whole party, as well 
for safety as for comfort, tuok their 
evening meals. and passed their 
hights together. 

On the flat west of what is low 
McMaster street there was but lit- 
tle forest, and the land had been cul- 
tivated some by the: Indians. Mc- 
Master’s party at once set fire to 
the dried evass, and burned over the 
entire surface of the ground, the 
flames extending over the site of 
tOWeod) ane “tor a considerable 
distance beyond. They built a tem- 
porary cabin of pitch pine logs on 
the flat, about fifty rods above where 
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the electric hght plant now. stands, 
Which sheltered them until their 
corn planting «was done on about 
ten acres in the vicinity. of the pres- 
ent Talcott street. 

After the planting was completed 
they erected a more substantial log 
house near the bank of the river -on 
the lot where the residence of George 
\W. Thompson now stands, and this 
was the first building erected for 
periuanent use by the nands of white 
men in this portion of the Susque- 
hanna valley. 

After the corn hocing season was 
over the whole party returned with 
three of their horses and ‘a quan- 
tity of bedver skins which they had 
received (from the Indians in ex- 
change for their fourth horse to the. 
valley of -the Mohawk, for the pur- 
pose of attending to their harvest- 
ing there. That having been accom- 
plished they returned later and, har- 
vested their crop here, which had 
not been molested by the Indians, 
with whom. they had established 
iricndly relations. The crop was 
taken. in boat loads to Tioga Point 
(Athens, Pa.) and. securely cribbed, 
ufter which the party returned to 
the Mohawk valley for the winter. 
- In 1785, the year after the corn 
planting Gxpedition, James McMaster 
returned to Owego, It was in June 
of that year that four agents of the 
Massachusetts purchase, a body of 
230,400 acres of Jand lying between 
the Owego creek and the Chenango 
river awarded ‘to Massachusetts and 
since known as the Boston Purchase 
or Ten Townships,. came here. and 
found McMaster in possession.  Me- 
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Master claimed ownership of what 
Was. subsequently known as the Mce- 
Master half township, on which the 
village of Owego is now © situated, 
Is contract With .the fndians, 
in) Which claim he. Was  sus- 
tuined by Amos Draper; and their 
influence was such with the tndians 
that in order to conciliate them and 
obtain possession the agents were 
compel’ed tu satishy MeMaster’s claim: 
by giving him cightecn square imiles 
‘of lund extending from the Susque- 
hanna river on the east side _of the 
Owego creek eighteen miles worth. 
and from the Owego creek on- the 
vorth side of the river eastward, it 
distance Of six miles... The particu- 
lars of this transaction are fulls 
told: in the “Susquehanna . Valiey* 
papers in the st. Nicholas magi 
zine, page oul. ' 

James McMaster did not settle 
“permanently hee until 1788. Vhen 
he and his’ family settled’ in.a 
house which stood near where the 
main highway on the old. Indian 
trail ran’ along the river. bank at 
tts Titersection .with the old... Cayu- 
"pa ake (ran which trail was iden- 
tical. with. the. . present McMaster 
street and extended down to the 
river. This house faced the. river 
and stood near where Michael A. 
Lynch's ° house now. stands. The 
house was afterward. occupied by” 
Dr. Samuel Tinkham and later by 
James Pumpelly. 

The family of John .MeQuigg. came 
the same year from Massachusetts. 

The late..Lyman ,C.. Draper, of 
Madison,. Wis.,. secretary of the 
Wisconsin state historical society, 
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purchased in 1876 of the heirs of 
the Jate judge Avery) the’ manu- 
scripts containing ointerviews with 
early residents of southern New 
York -relative to the Indian - history, 
much of which was used in writing 
the Susquehanna Valley papers. In 
a letter to the editor of Wis paper 
written in October of the following 
year Mr. Draper wrote that he had 
been for some time collecting mia- 
terial for a wew. life. of Brant, the 
lndian ehief, and that the Avery 
papers had been purehased . with 
others to aid him in that purpose, 
but that these papers did wot con- 
tai much caucerning: Brant, ‘but 
Ore ol the local history of this 
‘revion. After .Mr. Draper's death 
‘the papers “became a part of the 
Mauuseript collection of the Wis: 
The fol- 
lowing Is a list of the more import- 
ant of them: 


-consin historical society. - 


Mrs. Whitaker's account of — her 
captivity among the Indians (1778.) 

Dances and other © Ceremonics of 
Be “troqaois: character of the ln 
Ghaws 

Mrs. Whitaker's: reminiscenses of 
Brant and other chiefs. : 

Memoirs of Sebastian, Strope and 
his family. 

Narrative of Abel Hart. 

Narrative of. Way-way.” alias 
Betsy Douglas: 

Statements of the following pio- 
neers (aceounts of their own | or 
their parents’ adventures): Jesse 
MeQuigg, John ree,,.. Mrs. - ,Caty 
‘Harris, Lawrence. Merriman, Jona- 
than Terry, llisha Forsyth. 

Mrs. -Caty Harris, mentioned in 
the last paragraph, was a daughter 
of James MeMaster. The Avery in- 
terview with her was avery brief 
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one, and the following is a. Verba- 
tion copy of it, as copied from the 
original im the Wisconsin historical 
society’s collection: 


piatement- of “Mrs? Caty Llarris. 

sune St... TSA. 

Maiden nane  Caty °~ McMaster, 
daughter of Jas. (patentee.) 
eae, 10, OW EO. when “four or 
five . years old with my father’s 
family: 

Oldest brother Jas. 

Next Jeremiah 

t David. 

Oldest sister -Jane Sackett, wife — 
of Caleb H. Sackett. 

Sister Elida McMaster, dead. 

Sister, Caty MeMaster. 

Sister, Ann Fish, dead. 

Robert MeéMuaster  was-a_ brother 
of old. James and moved on. at 
sain tinte with Jas. Fle married’a 
Bakese-a sister ~ of” elisha Bates. 
Thos... MeM., another brother,. came 
On alterwards. 

Mleeta Draper (now Willianis). 
fivst white. child born at Owego. 
Anos Draper's. family first: white 
funrily at Owego. ; 

cecollects the .Indians used to be 
there in bands; had wigwams near 
her... father’s ,:hause.. They: owere 
peaceable and triendly as could. be. 

My mother, Rachel, died 380 years 
vero in Candor, my father died. tn : 
Gander: They are .burted on | the 
farm now owned by Hiram Smitly, 
not emclosed. + 

My father was .a tall man, - not 
fleshy, large boned, about six feet 
high: | Fke paid the Indians for their 
land. He held the ‘council with 
them near. where his. house 9 was: 
(The particulars of this treaty have 
never transpired. C. P.. A.) 


[>was born on the. Mohawk. °.1 
have had 7 children. 
These are my grandchildren. 


(Pointing to two boys.) 

My .father built the house once 
occupied. by Jas. Pumpelly. 

The first houSe he built was near 
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| 
me river and “pretty “Wearly ~ back 
of the. Punmpelly. hotse. 

i believe my. father. was in the 
ariny wunder Genl Clinton and | 
came: down the river. In that way 
i think’ he nrast’ have’. been = ac- 
(united: with: the, valley: af the 
river. 

At the time of. this interview. Mrs. 
Harris. lived, inthe town oof Cayu- 
ta, Sehuyler .e¢oanty.. It was. from 
this interview ‘that Judge Avery, 
probably, obtained the niisinforma- 
tion that. MeMaster. was. nr. Clin- 
ton’s army. Jiumes MeMaster’s 
Wiles nane owas Rachel Their 
children were as follows: 

Janes . MeMaster, «Jr. 

Jeremiah McMaster, He iwarried 
Hannah Wik, a daughter of John 
fiill, one of the first settlers of the 
town of. Tioga. Ite died at Spen- 
cer. lis death followed the aluipu- 
tation of his leg:. en account of a 
fever. “sore. tie daughter, liza 
MeMaster, married Leonard Jones, 
who. came. fron, -.Peekskill, N. - Y,, 
with: his father, John Jones, and 
setiied at. Speneer « betweem 1800 
and 1805. - John B. Jones, who lives 
in Wast Temple street, Owego, is a 
son of Leonard Jones. 

David McMaster. 

Jaye  MeMaster. © Married. Col 
Vasep HO. Sackett: and. Nved at 
Candor. She died near Almond, Al- 
lepuny county. 

Itlida McMaster was unmarried. 
She vdied In “T1843, aged’ 63 “years. 
ffer body was buried at West Can- 
dor. 

Catherine McMaster. Married 
James ‘Harris, a blacksmith, . who 
was born in the north of lreland.- 
They lived near Vanitten, © Che- 





) 


nine county. doth were buried al 
Byencer. She was 80 years old at 
the time of Jrer .death. 

Anu, McMaster. “Myarried.a nun 


natured ish, bt) ois. paid). that shlie 
died at the county poor house. 
danies Abe dustor was a” man: of 
Luprovident habits, -and although 
the owner, of property — that Witli 
judicious WManavgemont would have 
made. him Huniensely wealthy, it 
gradually passed from his hands 
and he died thirty years after’ his 
settlement: .hberc in reduced circum. 
stances. ante 
One day in 1648, while living at 
Canudor, where his) daughter,.. Mars. 
pickett, lived, he borrowed a ‘horse 
of a neighbor to ride to Spencer to 
Visit, owe of. his. sons. He had gone 
but a short distance when. the horse 
Shied and he was thrown to the 
evyund.. breaking. his rios. He. was 
taken. into «Selah. Gridley’s house, 
where he. died a tew.days  after- 
Wak. His body, was. buried . on 
the. Caleb... Sackett. farni. The 
erave was plowed over many. years 
avo, The farm 9 was subsequently 
Gut lp: mto ‘village. jJots and + this 
erave Was on the back part of the 
lot “on. which Mrs. Alvah ° Fuller's 
HOSES ROW Stands. 
COL... DAVID, PIXLEY. 

ibe first sebtler vobany, .. mport- 
Ance dn, the, seaslernis part of the 
town of Tioga was Col. David Pix- 
ley, who, came from Stockbridge, 
Miss) dated Thea sane. year 
Abner Turner came from. Massachu- 
setts and settled at the confluence 
of the Owego and Catatonk creeks. 
Both Col. Pixley and Mr. Turner had 
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been here previously on exploring 
tours. | 

Cal. Pixley )..Wwas, born at -Stock- 
bride, Mass. March 24).1741. Wis 
father, whose name.owas also David 
Pixley, was: born at Westfield, Mass., 
in ist4d, and was. a soldier in the ex- 
pedition against. Cape Breton — in 
W745. Jie setiled at Stockbridge. be- 
forme PUG. . Gor, David Pixley toweht 
in the Revolutionary war and had 
a ‘fine military record.  Plis. record 
ws obtained fron Alassachusetts ar- 
chives by one of his greatgraidsons, 
Josiah Collins Pumpelly, now living’ 
in New. York! city, is as follows: 

He was a’ first. lieutenant, as by 
Lexington Alariu. Call - Rolls, April 
io) 1776, tn Capt, kW ila Goodrich’s 
company, Col. Patterson’s regiment, 
vou Stockbridge to Canibridge. 
Thirteen daysserviee. Ienlisted again 
May 6, 1776, for eight. moths’ ‘ser- 
vice from Stockbridge... Tile of ser- 
vice three wignihs, four days. Coi- 
mussioned May. 27, 1775, captain. in 
Col. John Brown's regiment: °. Hn: 
hsted: dune BO. 17h: discharged 
july 20,. Liv?. Pwenty days’ service 
in Northern Department. 


In the lists of the officers and nen 
of the regiments in the line. in. the 
United States service. under Gen. 
Washington, as given in “New York 
in the Revolution,” Lieutenant David 
Pixley’s name appears (page 61) as 
In the corps of: “Green ~ Mountain, 
Bovs.”. The colonels were Lthan 
Allen and Seth?) Warmer, and John 
Brown -was major. The editorial ex- 
planation heading this list. says: 

“These muster-rolls are recorded 
as “Major Brown's Detachment,” and 
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that detachment is mentioned as in 
“Gen. Arnold’s Regiment.” (The only. 
mention of Gen. Arnold found in 
our records.). The fact that the 
“Green Mountain Boys” were . at 
Quebec in 1776; that this detach- 
ment was also at Quebec in 1776; 
that two of the officers on these 
rolls--Captain and Coimmissary llijal 
Babcock and Captain Robert Coch- 
¢aun—are identical in name and rank 
with those on a Tist handed to the 
Provincial ‘Congress of New York 
‘by Ethan Allen and Seth Warner, on 
July. 4, 1779, as officers for the 
Green Mountain Boys; ana the fur- 
ther fact that none of the men are 
recorded in any other place, or with 
any other organization, all confirn 
the belief that the soldiers on- its 
rolls herewith were a part of that 
historic band.” 

The muster rollofthe menoflLieut- 
tenant Pixley’s company in the Mas- 
sachusetts archives at the State 
House in Boston contains the names 
of twenty Indians. 

David Pixley was commissioned a 
colonel in the colonial army July 1, 
1775. His commission bears the sig- 
hature of John Hancock, President. 
His regiment was in Gen. John Pat- 
terson’s command at Bunker Hill, 
and he was under Gen. Montgomery 
at the seige of Quebec. 

There has been privately printed 
a circular giving the genealogy of 
Dr. Tinkham, Col. Pixley’s — son-in- 
law, and showing Dr. Tinkham’s de- 
scent from Miles Standish, who 
came to America in the Mayflower 
im. 1620. ‘In: this’ it ‘Is. ‘said that 
Lydia Patterson, Col. Pixley‘s  sec- 
ond wife was a “daughter of Col. 
John Patterson, colonel of the in-. 
fantry regiment in which’ David 
Pixley was | first lieutenant in the 
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revolutionary army.” This is an 
error... Ble. wase wisdaughter «of 
Joseph Patterson, who was born at 
“Waterbury, Mass.,- in 1810. and. died 
at Richmond in 1780. 


Col. John atterson (afterward 
Gen, Patterson). Was a> man” of 
ability and prolinence. He was 
born im 1844 at New Britain, Conn., 
and was educated at Yale: college. 
le taught school, studied law, and 
became a justice of the peace. In 
1774 Nhe removed to Lenox, Mass.. 
where he became a imeimber of the 
-provincial congress. Just before the 
Revolution he raised a regiment 
among the neighbors of Berkshire 
county, and on the day before the 
battle of Lexington and Concord he 
ordered his men to be ready to 
wareh at Sunrise the next morning. 
He participated in the battle” of 
Buuker Hill, holding the — fortifica- 
tions at Somerville, which protected 
the rear of the ‘American’. forces,, 
and shared the hardships and adven- 
tures of the scige of Boston. In the 
ill-starred expedition toCanada under 
Montgomery and Arnold he. lost the 
greater part of his men, and. later 
with the remnant of his command 
he participated in the victories of 
Trenton and «Prinecton, and asa 
brigadier-general in 1877 he had 
charge of Massachusetts troops. in 
the campaign under -Gen. . Gates, 
Which. ended with the capture of the 
British arinly under Burgoyne. 
He Was a member of 
the , court-martial that tried and 
condemned Major Andre. He .was 
afterward in ‘command of West 
Point, and even after peace was de- 
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cared he..was .vetained there with 
his brigade and was not mustered 
ont) until. Decenmber. 8, 1753: In 
I7sb he assisted in the suppression — 
OL may Ss, rebellion, In ATI Gen 
Patterson removed to Lisle, Broome 
county, N. Y., which -‘was then a 
part of Tioga COMUNE, Jie was:.a 
member of assembly in 1792-3, meni- 
ber of. congress in T808-5, menber 
of the constitutional ecouvention in 
1801, and the first judge elected in 
Broome county im 1806, the year 
that county was set off from Tioga 
county, and he filled the olfice until 
his death in 1suS at Lisle. A mon- 
wimneut Was atterward erected in his 
memory on the . town. “square at 
Lenox, Mass. 


Josiah Collins Pumpelly says his. 
researches have convinced him that 
the company recruited by Patterson 
and, Pixley did not reach ‘Boston 
until a day or two atter the battle 
of Bunker Hill was fought. If his 
conclusions are correct another ido} 
would appear to have’ been irrepir- 
ably shattered. 

Gok. Pixley was. ‘olie:-of the . sixty 
original proprictors of the “Boston 
Purehise® or’ Pen -“Pownships.” « He 
frst). canre ante “this part of New 
York state as one of the conniris- 
sioners appointed by the Boston 
company to«treat with the Indians 
and obtain title to 280,400 acres .of 
land, between the: Owego creek and 
the Chenango river for. which the 
company had paid £1,500 to the 
state. The commissioners met the 
Indians two or three miles | above 
Binghamton in the winter of 17S7-ss 
The partieculars..of this treaty with 
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the Indians maybe!) found in. Wil- 
kinson’s “Annals (of Binghamton" 
(page 39-40) and in Judge Avery's 
“Susquehanna Valley” papers in the 
et. Nicholas Magazine; page 29Y. 

Hy deed from -Archibald, Gam) 
Dei @6f the: eaty “of Abba: “dated 
Decenrber 22, 1790," Col. Pixley ob 
tained tithe to 3,000 acres of Tand in 
What was then known as “Campbell's 
‘oes. ten! ba ayer town. of) Moga 
bounded east ‘by the Owego creek 
ald. south by the Susquehanna 
river. , “consideration five Shillings 
and other good causes and consid: 
erations... The amount originally 
paid: gor. this: property) isi said) to 
have been fitty cents .an acre. 

Col. Pixley removed with his fam- 
iy from Stockbridge to Owego Keb. 
6, 1791, and settled on his property. 
fu May, 11.91, he seld to Abner ‘Tur- 
ner, who came here that year, 49% 
acres/on the west bank of the Owe- 
£o creek where it meets the Cata- 
tonk creck... Méareh 17,1802, he sold 
451 acres on the Owego creek, in- 
cluding his own ‘homestead, to Capt. 
Miakim, Noah and Asa Goodrich tor 
$5,000. lle then removed to Owe- 
vo ana lived in the old farm house 
which is still standing on the south 
site of «Main street, west of and 
“adjoining the Owego acadeniy 
gvounds, and there he died in 1807. 
On the headstone of-his grave’ in the 
Presbyterian echureh yard in Temple 
street is the tollowing inscription: 

“th memory of Col’ Divid Pixley; 
who. departed. this life Aug. 25, 1807, 
ni the O7th year. ob. has .age.. He 
was anofficeroftthe Revolution atthe 
seige of Quehbee under Gen. Mont- 
vomery. . He: owas the: first. -settler 
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of Owego in -1790 and continued: its 
father and triend until his death.” 

When Col, Pixley setthed on the 
west side of the Owego creek that 
town Was known as Owego, and the 
east side of the creek was. known as 
Tioga... The confusion arising from 
having the village of Owego in the 
town of Tioga on the east side ot 
the creek Was so annoying that in 
iS13 the names of the towns of Owe- 
Zo and TYoga were exchanged, the 
One for the other, as they now ex- 
ist. ; 

Gol, Pindey.. was county treasurer | 
of Tioga county from 1798 to. 1805, 
the only -civil office he ever held 
here. 

Col. Pixley’s first. wife was Lois 
“Whittlesey, who was married = to 
him Decenrber $8, 1763.. His second 
wife was Lydia Patterson, daughter 
-of Jaines Patterson. She was. born 
at Watertown, Mass., in 1745, and 
died in Owego February 2, 1808. 
Mrs. Lydia Pixley was a woman of 
unostentatious piety and unbounded 
hospitality. While living at Stock. 
bridge, Mass., her house was a 
home for strangers, especially for 
the ‘missionaries and ministers of 
that early day. After her death: an 
extended sketch of her life and tri-. 
bute to her character’ was published 
in the Connecticut Evangelical Mag- 
azine tor October, 1808, at page 356. 

When Col. Pixley ‘ame to Owe- 
go from Mussachusetts he brought 
his wife and three children, David, 
Amos, and. Mary. 

David. Pixley, dr, was born at 
Stockbridge in 1764 and was _— the 
only son of Col. David. Pixley -by his 
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iret: wate. Ele. avarried’: Drusilla 
Bond, He was only 33° years “old 
When he died: in. the town of Tioga 
ce OS Te eS DOdY  whs": "the 
first one buried where the Tioga 
cemetery now is, Which was then in 
the woods. His wile died June 1, 


S22) aged oF 


years, and her body is 
wlso buried. there. 

David Pixley; Jr... Was @ surveyor. 
He was one of tne most influential 
of the proprictors ef the “Boston 
Ten |. Towiuships:” Ifis Children 
were Charles 8.°> Jeremiah, . -Mary 
Amn, David, and Jonathan. THe lived 
Gi the west, Side “ok: the} Oweenu 
creek, a littl tess: {ham halt’ a niile 
below Jeach’s mil. 

Amos Pixiey died previous to the 
death of his father in 1807, leaving 
“4 Wife and. one son; Walter. © Wal- 
ter died uninarried, 
> Mey AB ley: Was married ‘to Dr. 
Samuel Tinkham about the year 
L793. -Her. second husband “was 
James. Puipelly. 

One of the sons of. David) Pixley, 
dp, scot Chartes ob. Pixley, was 
hori Bi bO2,: he year after the re- 
moval of his father to this county. 
fie wis at one: tine a hatter and 
kept a store im Lake. street» where 
he sold inusical instruments, — sta- 
tiaiery, etc. He Hved in Bingham- 
ton several years, where he -mar- 
ried a sister of John A. Collier. He 
died: Aug... 18,7865, at the home: of 
his sister, Mrs. Alanson Goodrich, 
mn the town .Of “Fiogi. 

Mary Ann Pixley, born in 1796, 
married Alanson Goodrich, son. of 
Capt. Eliakim Goodrich, and ‘died~ 
Aprile 22): 28a, 
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Jereniah, jonathan, and: -David 
Pixley all removed: to’ Oakland 
county, Mich. David Pixley’s  -wite 
was lridelia Jones, daughter of deua- 
‘eon Solomon Jones. 

At’ the time of Col. David. Pix- 
Tey's death No was the owner’ ol 
Heariy: QAvo -aeres of: land all. - of 
whieh exeept 130 acres were situ- 
vated outside the village- of Owevo.. 


CAPS: JTOUN MC.QUIGG, 

The families of both. James” Me- 
Master and Captain John McQuie 
setiled at Owego the same year 
(LiSs), the year ‘after Amos Draper, 
the: frst’ comer, settled here. 

Captain John AreQuigg was: ‘of 
Scotch-Irish descent. Phe .. Fanvuly 
gsemled at-~ Derry, 'N.: H., coming 
With the first Scotch people to New 
ead: de was) one. of . cight 
hrothers, all of whom fought in the 
Revolutionary war?) The -tather was 
a patriot, while the mother syilipa- 
thizeéd with: the tories-. The conse- 
quence was: that while) John and 
three of his brothers enlisted in the 
service with the  revolutionists the 
other four brothers | fought-on the 
sade cot? Great. Britain. - John . Me: 
Quige was captain of a company in 
aowew dampshine regiment, -Ovne 
‘brother..dieds in the - old ~~ sugar 
house m New York, .a prisoner. of 
war. 

Japt.. John: MeQuige: came. from 
Deru, Wao hi, swath his family, .then 
consisting of his wife’ and eight chil- 
dren, entering the Susquehanna val- 
ley, by the way of Otsego lake and 
following the Indian trail to Owe- 
wo. What!’ impelled -him. to come 
With his large family such a dis- 
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tance through an unsettled country 
into a. wilderness jo historian has 
explained, 

Kile built a log house. on’ the site 
of the Camp furnace, . below Park 
siveet.° TY rronted’ on: the river, as * 
~ did also Draper's and MeMaster’s 
houses, and the fread tan along the 
old Indian trail between it and. the 
stream. Its deseription, as given to 
Judge Avery oby one’ of: liis.. sons, 
Uap. desse MeQuigg, wha: aas: tive 
years old when. the « family  . came 
here, will be given further on in 
tuese papers. 

The: genealogical record of the 
McQuigg family was: written by Miss 
Nagy lal, of  Sponeer, No Ve and 
printed hy the Spencer Needle of 
AUST 7S," 1905, rN 

John MeQuiggis dist wile.) was 
Molec Gilnore. Their son was John 
M. MeQuige. . bis “second wife was 
Sarah oir, Of Mow. fanrpshire, , 
Her ebildren were as tollows: 
be Dba y McQuige vorn § Ieb., 
Liga. Married Abwer . Turner, of 
Lhe town of “Poet... 

a Painiel: NoQuige “born” 23: lel.) 
1.7. yet 
a  WNeabeth. ~MeQuigg born 23 
Miareb, 1Ti7s. Marved Capt. Lemuel 
Brown, of Owego. ¢ 

4, Robert. McQuige born -) > No- 
vember, 1780... Uninarried, Died in 
Owevo 

ao wsesse. MeQuree born 24° May 
1783, ' 

©. Sarah MeQumpe yperin Ld. Aug., 
1785. Marrted George Lord ‘Falcott, ° 
of Owego. 

i. Patience: MeQuigge borm March 
27, 1787. . Married thirst. Richard Den- 
tom, of Danby,amed... seeourd )) Peter 
Yaple. 

&- David MeQuig®, born, 27 Nov., 
a7 eae 

9, Rachael McQuigs born: 5: Jan., 
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1790. Married -Lieut.-Col. Wim: Henry 

and hved at. Mineral Point, - Wis. 
Ww dame MeQuige -hbory, 15 Aug,, 

fio.) ariied. Conmtort Weeks, of 


Owied.. Removed >to Butfalo ..and 


fhicnee to Pittsfield, Hl. ‘Comfort 


WeekS and hag brother. Constants N-- 
Meeks) kept ua shoe store in Owego. 

Pe Didana: McQuige born 7 Oct., 
Vis. Matvied Wilhanry Watson ~ aid 
ved out  Pivtsnerd TH. 

John MeQuigg died in. Owego in 
es OH pee twenty iive years after his set- 
tlenient here, and his body was: one 
of the first ones Juterred in the old 
burying ground in Court street. - Fis: 
wite, Sarah McQuigg, died Nov. 16; 
bsev) aged: $a: vears. Her. body iwuas.- 
buried in othe Presbyterian: burying 
growed tay  Pemple street.: 
oN rene aime ss: NMPASter, § For a con: 
sideration of -€40, eave a. deed of 
land for a public park on which the 
‘Tioga county court house now stands 
to the village of Owego (then known 
as Owego settlement) dated Febra- 
ary ws, 179%, «John: MeQuige Was- 
nuded in the, deed as one of the 
three, trustecs for. the people. fhe 
athe trustees were Capt. Luke 
Bates and Mason Wattles. Sept, 
(Sia, “after. the death of Bates and 
McQuigg, a special election was held 
aud. Wleazer Dana and John WH, 
Avery .were chosen their -successors. 

Jobn McQuigg’s eldest son, Johu 
AE. MeQuige, wisi por Oe. 4: 
L771; and he-vavas seventeen. years. 
old when the family .came here.: He 
removed to Speweer about 189s, 
where hé became a prominent man 
of the town. He died there Aug. 13, 
ISi2iadkdis wate. wais’ lucy iluee, who 
after his death was niarried to Rev. 
Michael Burge, an itinenant Metho- 
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dist minister. ~ dohu McQuigg,. “one 
Of the sons of John Af. MeQnigeg, 
represented Tioga county im the as: 
sembly in | 1842, and died at Spen- 
eer 2) Nov.) PST2. 


Daniel and David McQuigg ‘also 
renioved — to ‘Spencer about L788, 
Daniel: married ~ Charlotte Hobart, 
daughter of- Mdmiund Hobart, of Con- 
necticut, one of the lirst settlers of. 
Speneer in 1-90.) be died there. in 
Pseo. 


David McQuige reaioved in June, 
1304, tron Spencer to Ithaca’. and 
gpened a. store: there. Ile dropped 
a portion of hig Yeune - and Was 
known the rest of his life-as David. 
uige: as Was ‘the direst stere .op- 
ened at Ithaca. He was successful 
in the mercantile business and = con- 
(inuned ta it the vest of his tife. 
Dawid | Quige’s aire owas Harrict 
“Pumpelly, a daughter of John Pun 
pelly. 


Capt. Jesse McQuige fought in 
(He war of. 1842, ace was: never 
fuarried,. lie and his mother, with 
Lemuel Brown's widow, lived. in. -a 
house which was built in 1800 on 
the Abram Brown. farm, aorth of 
Taleott street, which house owas 
moved: away about. sixty years ago 
and eouverted -into a barn when 
Abram Brown's residence was built 


there. -- When Abram Brown's 
father: Capt. Genel Browns; "the 
tanner, who married SAL... Ee 


Quigg’s sister, died Richard Brown 
and Capt. Jesse McQuigg conducted 
the taniery business. Capt. Mc- 
Quiz died at the’ -home of his: 
nephew, Abram Brown. ; 





J 

One ‘of the most - interesting. ot 
tlie papers in the Wisconsin 
state historical society's collection 
obtained by Lyimau-C. Draper frei 
the heins: of Judge. Avery is the 
statenicnt made by Jesse McQuige 
MOO Ue A wer)’ Some: ab it was 
published in the Susquehanna Vity- 
ley articles, Jout «most of it has 
never been printed. “The statement.: 
Is as follows: 


STATEMENT OF JESSE. MC QUIGG 
MabE. APR 1, Sar, 


r shall be 68 vears old the 24th 
of May ensuing. -1 eame: to live at 
wee Ii March 1 thik Bess, 

MY hatherin Pow), MeQuigg;. had 
bec: On, They year before. in ALarch 
wid Raised’ some corm and had. put 
up ow house on the site of the build- 
Ing now occapred by Henry W-Camp 
ch hy Tee Tt was’ a log house 
With two square’ rooms, hewed logs, 
chinks filled in with bits. of wood 
betreen . the tegs and muddeéd, «a 
hel in each reom, in. the - place of 
f Widow, no eliss’ in them: “we 
didaet indulge iio that luxury.. Split 
bine. .lees, bhewed: off for a floor, .a 
Chintney back built of. stone. with 
“i pole mM the. rool.. for the smoke 
to pass. out. and witli a stick chini- 
hey wnnidded dtroin the: rool wpe A. 
wood, fastening, to the door with 
the latch string «hanging out as was 
always the. fashion. It tronted <up- 
-on the viver; The highway ran be- 
tween it and the, river; not-much 
on a road, only what nature: made. 
My > father. canie, trom the Merriniac, 
in the state. of, Massuchusetts; ‘canre 
by the way of Otsego lake, down 
to where Unadilla and Jainbridge 
ire “now, Cante. “with ° ox . teanis 
WH seas, ftere was still slow 
enough for slipping in that month 
(Mareh.). I presume we followed 
the Indian trail. 

James. MeMaster came on-:to live 
here permanently the next month 
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eerer ity, athe .cone. on. Wa! 
Taylor came on to live permanently 
here in three orsfour vears atter 
He had been here belore, 


Aitios. Drapers wits the first white” 


fanwly aha came tow Owega tov rd 
bide. permanently... hey) Hved= > in 
the house which had been put up on 
the Jet about Where George Bacon 
resides, othe Gale fro: Wyoming. 
Dohevrd of ap incidcut, coimected 
With: his mov breainto the house 
Two Jndiaiie Cane. as..had been . in 
a quiarcelr about the  tinwe. of) the 
tevolutiounary war. One had: killed 
the. other, wage old. squaw;, the 
Wile, OF the (deat fudiany. dvd dug 
a hole under the floor and put. him 
under, This was sthe. same. house 
Draper atterward moved, irto, Pthad 
Pecin previously: ocenpied by the. In- 
ini Tamiily. Alas) obDraper: would mot 


eu Into the house until the. remains . 


af the tndian so buried had keen. re- 
mroved, 

‘James McecMastei’s house. was. on 
the bankoltheriver near where Chapel 
street fnow Acidemy streetd, if con- 
tinued: through to ithe river, would 
Strike fe Bivor >. eliat, Wase. Galled 
Ay OG) - Tes Ee. Lake: road?’ 
from the fact. of its leading toward 
Cayviea lake ont dadian trail. The 
road on the river bank between amy 
thers. house. aad Uke. Fryer. ) ra 
With Me tterseahab. the Lake” road. 
VreMiaster’s hose was nearky: in. the 
mete Wade by tie two:.roads. 

Robert MeMaste: was; then ..a 
young unmarried man and. boarded 
Wilh his brother,Jaurves. Thomas Mce- 
Master, another: lroether, Hved in. -a 
house standing ‘wear «where “ Joel 
Darnhaa's “housexnew ais: tle > ‘did 
hot came on as, early as the” other 
brothers. 

Robert McMaster, after he mar- 
ried a Miss : Bates; -a daughter of 
Benjamin Bates, built his first log 
house on what is now Draper’s Res- 
eration. It ‘stood a few feet from 
the Mansion house [on the west 
side of North avenue, between West 
avenue and Valeott street], a little 
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south of it. 7 Jived with him about 
ee vear afterward. 

There ware ‘three families by the 

Dade oly: Babes... lived. iy Owe ey. 
Among the early. settlers Elisha 
Bates, a son-of old Benjamin Bates. 
was about six... feet in’ height.” an- 
Gomiaionly active, could outrun any 
odd We had. games. and raw -to 
fest agility, in, those, days. Hunting 
Was, his’ business. lle was a great 
lharksuan. 
Phe. deer) rau as. plenty as sheep. 
One Might. start from. the river and 
a0 as far up the ereek as Turner's 
aud see on the way twenty or twen- 
ty-five, and perhaps as many as that 
in. .a «rove. We killed them as we- 
wanted ‘them, >We eould ‘hear the 
wolves howl in the. night. - In ‘the 
Winker season’ Wiuen they had drives 
the’ deer into the viver they would 
Stand upon the :banks -and > howl: 
Fhe ‘bears’ were plenty back upon 
the hiothtains 

We used sometimes to see a dozen 
firdiaus, sometimes fifty, and some- 
limes one hundred tog ether, passing 
com: here to "(Piaga:: Point, Chenan- 
so. Potut or, Cayuga: lake. .Some- 
timies an interval..of -two weeks 
whe we would not see. any but a 
few fainilies who still continued to’ 
reside in this vicinity in their wig- 
Wails. Some ot them were Onaii- 
dagas, some Cayiugiis, some Seneeas. 
They often used to speak of Brant. 
fie was their great man. There wasa 
treaty. at. Tioga Point. (the year! 
don't recollect) between the agents 
of the government and the Indian 
Hades: ; 


; *Note by Judve Avery.-LPhe year was 1790. It 
was held by Col. Cinmnothy Pickering and Thomas 
Morris, som of Robt. Morris, the financier ot the 
Revolution, upon whose ability Botta has passed 
a hbeauulul eilogy and to whose memory we owe 
great honor, At that treaty at Tioga Point. Red 
Jacket. Sa-voye-wat-ha, and Farmers’ brother 

Hon-ne-va-mus. and other distinguished chict- 
Were present. Phe eouncil fre was kept burning 

one Week. Phere were more than 1.600 Lndians 
present, representing all the tribes of the con- 
federacy except the Mohawk, those or that nation 
Naving alter the war removed to Canada. ‘Nhe 
object of the treaty on the part of our e@overn-: 
ment was to conciliate, there beinw at that time 
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The most of the ‘idians who. as- 
sembled there Game irom the head 
waters otf this [the Susquehannas 
river. ol saw them. eoniineg down in 
theiy canoes, sive Chea! firs€: aut the 
the bend in the river above. the vil- 
lage... There) were several tbundred 
Canoes, some four toe six: Indians in 
aw Canoe; A Pood. WAny squews. and 
young Indians’ .amone. Ahenr... Phe 
canoes were of bark. 

i was a handsome sieht as they 
approached the villave; they came 
In such: fine order: Thew .came in 
a soltd body and with great. repu- 
larity and uniform tiovenieiut, some 
of them ornamented with feathers. 
sole with jewels, covered Wb 
proaches generally of silver!) gcuer- 
ally with white. woollen blankets 
With heaxy Stripes: some had broad 
Cloth blankets. 

The- Indian men were generally of 
pretty good stature. Whey had. their 
rifles, -ftomahwwks, and sealping 
Knives with them,pipes amd their kind 
ef tobaceo.: They ai landéed here and’ 
eooked “And wate”. their . breakfast. 
They conimmenced Tanding at or ucar 
my father’s house (that is wear H. 
Wo Cany’s  frtmace),; and. so: along 
own as far. as ydas. > oMedlaster’s 
house. Between the two houses was 
on Open plain, beautiful and green, 
They were very) cood  natared.> Phey 
were there all: fer pence, Their de- 
vices. Were cut in’ upon their orna- 
nents, Worked into. their gurments 
With porcupine quills and. painted 
on. Phere appeared’ to be. leaders 
or elicits among, them. 

Leveins, lom, cloths; blankets, 


great daneer of a war with the natives wpon our 
Torthwestern frontier. We were taking > this ° 
method of inducing the Lroquois not tov throw 
(hair weieht into the scale Geainst us. We were 
in the main successful, although Col. Pickering 
found great difficulty ta allaying the hot blood 
which Red Jaeket had aroused by one of’ his 
powerful appeals to their bitter memorics of 
wrong. “Phis speech it is said was his maiden 
effort in eloquence and alike astounding this ‘red 
as well as white listeners, Tt almost battled Col, 
Pickerine’s best efforts at coneiliation. but he 
did at leneth., after ereat exertion, succeed in 
touchinyg theiv syapathtes for the yvoune re- 
public. ; 
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head dress, meoecasins, aud orng- 
Wents " Were! their costume. The 
women carried all the bundles and 
didi all the work... Saw. their waim- 
pum belts mide of. beads. 

The Indian Nicholas and his squaw 
lived on the other side of the river 
ee ML het Dy Id Puiipelly: and 
daeobs band’s anills. He claimed to 
be the owner of the whole fiat. He 
raised cattle and corn, -had quite a 
StOCK of cattle, ete.’ Hé was a’ Deli: 
Warns Indian. As, coon as. the Dela- 
Ware settlers com enced moving in- 
to the valley be moved off. He was 
ulradd they would take tevenge  up- 
ou hink for some past oecurrence. 
Hewhau been.a great warrior against 
the whitesion the Delaware. Hewasa 
heavy, Dian, wearly six feet Hieh. 
His squaw Was time looking for an 
Indian = Wwonran, she made . very 
oWort butter, She would not ullow 
herself to speak, Mnelish.  She-) did 
bo, however, ewrce: There was “a 
Mian downing and she . informed. a 
white inan oon the ‘bank where he 
had sunk. Squaw island was named 
from her.. 

The first shad we, caught.in the 
river was. atSquaw island and taken. 
with a brush net. .I> never knew 
any other name for Nicholas than 
that. . Tle would authorize his name 
to be , signed ‘Nicholas.’ ; 

David Jones was the first lawyer 
who settled at Owego. He came 
from: New: Tlaven. He was.a very 
fine man-and well esteemed (I was 
picased to, discover, as. you doubt- 
less are, that our pioneer: lawyer 
bore .that good reputation). 

One season |. fitted a. couple of 
acres of corn tor an Indian family 
“to Whaat. It lay between my pres- 
‘ent residence and the creek. The 
name of the Indian was Peter. It 
Was well put In bv. him and turned 
out..a. crop, of forty) bushels to the 
Reis Pe Ome reli They. ure: 
served their halt in tracings, which 
was done by stripping the husk 
te. ‘the’ large’ "end of the. ear, braid- 
ing the husks - together. The = I[n- 
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-dians usually: put about a bushel of 


ears. in ole -traéiire.! Potound othem 
seed, but when. it ripened I found 
the Indian had planted seed of his 


own, without my knowing it, of large 


kernels, which (we . ealled “flour 
corn, better) adapted for lndiad bread. 
It was probably the. species: -ealked 
“Tuscarora.” The reat trouble with 
the indians was their appetite for 
strove Urink, as: they called: bb, firey, 
Water” 


The Jadians all looked up to Aimos 
Draper as a God. He had inofre 1- 
ffuence. with them. than, any .-other 
Wan th, the comutiry. The: Boston 
purebasers had a. conference at Nan- 
ticoke ‘with: the [ndinns to procure 
front then a cession of the’ dand “en)- 
braeed in the Len'Townships. © Phey 
could. bring the Indians ta no terms 
Watit Drper ume. Te owas sent 
cae ree ORME. al arrangement. 
Tie Gndians called him = “Qtra-see” 
(Big tian) 


The treaty. had. to break up: until 
Draper “had neneled with the. In- 
dhurs for threes days. There: was 
then another treaty and the pur- 
ehase from the Indians was etfected. 
Phere was a egret. number sof In- 
dians-: there. ‘Phe chiefs of the con- 
federacy were ali there, all the prin- 
cipal men of that. confederacy. This: 
vecount Polhad fron: Draper. - We see 
by thee Resolve oof Massachusetts: - 
tit it was Pinte, 1756. 

Theve was wear that (house an 
Indian wigwam. There was former- 
ly asinound near where the home- 
stead property of the late Ileazer 

{Note by Judyve Avery.--Mr. McOuiny had the 
aecount trom Mir. Draper some few vears of 
course after (he treaty. which was in June. 1750, 
dud he may not have remembered accurately the 
place where the treaty was held. | have heard 
fyom other sourecs aud have read. but where 
now [cannot recollect, that the council was first 
opencd near, Binghamton. No terms at first 
agreed upon, then resumed at Chenanyo Forks, 
where a treaty of cession was halhy: concluded. 
} an however disposed to give credence to Mr. 
McQuive’s verston.. Binghamton was not within. 
the Boston purchase. Nanticoke was, cand IL 1s 
not probable that the purehasers would liked (to 
have forevone tlie advantage which va treaty 
made upon the soil, of which, they were purehias 
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Dana [the lot on the north side’ of 
Front street where the residence of 
Lewis H. Leonard OW is |. 
in; area’ some’ forty by fitty feet, 

rising gradually to the centre, at 

Which point it must have been ela- 
vated above the surrounding = sur- 

“face about some six or eight feet. 
lt was a beautifiil spot before it 
was disturbed. It was smooth and 
beautiful. -I have rolled. down it 
Wher ol was 4° boy many oa time. 
There were some: young pines scat- 
tered about, not far off. 

‘There might have been fifty or 
‘sixty acres in the tower part of the 
Village that had been cleared ~~ and 
tilled; some other portions partially. 
The scattering.trees which were lett 
erowing along. the bank were - very 
large oaks, elms, and maples. 

The battle between Gen. Poor's 
brigade and. the Indians at the 
Yound Hill at Nanticoke I heard 
of from the Indians who passed and 
repassed) here. It was.a_ bloody bat- 
tle, but the Indians were driven. olf 
the eastern side .of the hill, which 
is steep, into the river. 

bt..Was through, the influence of 
Amos Draper that Jas. McMaster 
was enabled to buy the title of the 
Indias. to -this . Halt - Township. 
Joseph Knox also helped him. Knox 
was an early settlev here. 

Jas. MeMaster, Draper, and Knox 
held their treaty for the cession of 
the Half Township, but before the 
treaty made. and spoken. of above 
by the Boston purchasers. 

There was one Judian chief of the 
Oneida tribe J remember well. His | 
ing the possessory interest, would have piven to 
them. Itwas the right of original oectpaney. a 
possessory interest they were seeking to pur- 
chase. ‘Phe vovermment of New York and Mass 
achuscetts having. respectively, the one exclusive’ 
rizht of pre-emption and the other the juriscdic- 
tion incident to soverciynty. a constructive title 
ceded tous by Kneeland by the treaty of 1753. it 
havirne originally vested im her, by discovery; a 
kind of title considered by the nations of -Hurope 
in their practice as no way inferior to the right 
by conquest. 

The purchasers were then extinguishing: a 
possessor right, aud it would have been more 


natural and perhaps safer to have doue so on the 
soil they were then purchasing of the oecupaits. 
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name. Was Longstriug. He reiained 
ut this place. some time a month. 
He had: a white. boy With hin at 
this place, then uwpwards of twenty 
Years -aid,. ‘who Rad.been taken a 
captive, When young and his friends 
from the. North river. caine ‘on here 
to induce chim to leave the Indian 
chief und retum.:to his. relatives, 
and were at length successful. He 
always walked: by the sidé. of the 
chief, dressed in the same mode and 
with the same kind of ivedal or brooch 
upon the breast, and the same or- 
Nawenis. The todian . chief's. son 
had not the  saine privilege; he 
walked behind. Phe (Indian chief. 
appeared once a week im. full ‘dress’ 
and with considerable parade. 


[ saw the interview owhen. the 
father of the youne smian eanie from 
the worth river, to reclaim -his: son. 
I saw the: parting of the young man 
with his Indian father’ and mother. 
They were all. bathed in tears,, and 
it was very affecting. ..The> young 
nan said that they had, been as 
kind as white parents ‘could: have 
becn to him, that he had never even 
had the burden of -carrying a. deer 
skin from the hunting ground. +lis’ 
arin Was-around his Indian mother’s 
neck and he wept bitterly. 


The parting occurred near. the 
bank of the river Where Paige street 
dntersects: River .st¥eet ny othe? upper 
part of the villige.* 


*Note by Judve Averyse-bhe practice of the In- 
dians was to adopt voune captives: into some 
family of the tribes. lt was eenerally done when 
there had been a death in the famady of some 
favorite child. the foster child) beige received 
into the place of the deceased and treated with 
the utmost kindness and attention. The 10- 
nrantic case of Mary Jamieson aud that excecd- 
invly romantic and intérestimye case of Frances 
Slocum, taken captive from the Susquehanna 
valley. pear Wyoming, ave in point: Undouba- 
edly Queen Hsther’s was also a similar case, 
After thus having adopted a child. they con- 
sidered it displeasine to the. Great Spirit too sul- 
fer a separation, which will account for the foster 
parents clinyiny in this instiunee with such per- 
tinacity to the adopted ehila. 
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DR. SAMUEL TINKHAM. 


Dr. Samuel Tinkham was the first 
man educated and graduated from a 
college to settle in Owego. He was a 
graduate of Dartmouth. He was born 
at Middleboro, Mass., July 17, 1769, 
and came to Owego in 1792. He was 
the first physician to settle in this 
vicinity. He settled in the town of 
Tioga.in What was later known. as 
Goodrich settlement. He lived in a 
house which stood on the | hillside 
porth of the highway -which runs 
parallel with the Erie and Lehigh Val- 
ley railroads. It was a little above the 
railroad crossing. Hie lived there un- 
til 1804, a short time: previous to 
his death... All... of his three 
children were born there. When he 
removed to Owego he lived in the 
house on the south side of Front 
street, which was_ built by James Me- 
Master, which has alréady been men- 
tioned in these papers. Dr. Tinkhaim 
built an office on the opposite side of 
the street, which was after his death’ 
occupied as a land office by James 
Puimpelly. 
In addition to practising medicine 
Dr. ‘Vinkham kept’ a general country 
store in a building on the bank of the 
river, on the second lot west of where 
the bridge now crosses at the foot of 
Court street. This. store stood on 
land owned by Col. David Pixley, his 
tather-jn-law: - dn.1803 > Dr. Tinkham 
purchased the property of Col. Pixley. 
It occupied the ground on which the 
approach to the bridge now is and 
extended down the river below Acad- 
ely street. 

Dr. Tinkham purchased other real 
estate much of which is within the 
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13 
present limits of this village. One of 
the largest pieces was lot No. 2 in the 
old Owego town plot. . Its north 
boundary started from about where 
the brick school building stands in 
Temple street and extended west- In 
a direct lie to. the Owego. creek 
striking it- at the head of the canal 
whieh supplies > the electric: light 
works with water, The south line be- 
gan on the north bank of the Susque- 
hanna river, alitth: below Acadenty 
street, and ran parallel with the north 
ie or the fotsto the verneck. | The 
creek was the west line, and the cast 
line extended diagonally from othe 
Temple’ street school jhouse. directly 
south to the nerthwest corner of the 
park and thence on to the river be- 
low. Academy street... “Phis, land. Dy. 
Tinkham purchased in September, 
1292. for about: $250: of the) foan . offi- 
cers of. Tioga .county.. It contained 
100 aeres, less 13 acres in the south- 
east corner which had been sold by 
Amos Draper to, Mason Wattles. 

Dr. Tinkhaim’s store and.a dwelling 
house were side by side under. the 
same roof in a long building tronting. 
on the public square. While conduc- 
ting the’store Dr.-Tinkham lived all 
‘the tinve in the town of Tioga until 
1804. 

Dr. Tinkham died twelve years af- 
ter his coming to this county. In 
September, 1804+, he went. to New 
York to purchase goods, tor his store, 
and when he returned ne found that 
a malignant and contagious fever’ had 
broken out, which other physicians 
did not understand. He was called 
to the house of, Peter Wilson, .two 
miles above Newark Valley village,, 
ch a professional visit. On his re- 
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turn he was taken ill with the fever 
and was unable to sit in his saddle, so 
he stopped at the log house of Ben- 
jamin Sparrow (the first house below 
the present north line -of the town or 
Owego, on the west side of the ‘high- 
wily), whore’vhe ‘grew rapidly Worse 
amd soon died. “the date of bis death 
Wi is ONC y, Seppe. 30; 1804: Hes was 
only 35 years of age. 

While living in the town of Tioga 
he mucrtied , Mary. Pixley, the only 
dattghter of Col. David Pixley, about 
the year 1793. At that time wb ‘this 
sparsely settled country there were 
few clergymen and no magistrates, 
TS said: tial. Dr. ‘Vinkham and Miss 
Pixley rode. on horseback down the 
Viver to” Tisga Point (now Athens, 
Pa.), where sitting. on horseback the 
marriage ceremony was performed by. 
i justice of the peace, who stood at 
the door: of vis. house.” On April. 7, 
ASOD, SES Inonths after Dr. ‘Tinkhiin’s 
death, his widow was marricd to 
James Pumpelly, at Owego. 

Dr. Tinkham was a descendant in 
the fifth. generation of Miles Standish, 
Who caime tO; America in the “Miay- 
fawer in 1620. - 

Mules. Standish’s: ‘son, Alexander 
Standishmarricd Sarah Alden, daugh- 
ter of John Alden, who also came. in 
the “Mayflower.’” 

‘Their son, Wbenezer Standish, mar- 
ried Hannah Sturtevant. 

Weir.) sony: ¢ Moses. Standish, ° of 
Plympton, Mass., married Rachel 
Cobb. ee 

Their daughter, Sarah Standish, of 


Flatifax; Mass... married * Ephraim 
-Tinkham, and their son was Dr. Sam- 
uel Tinkham. The. children: of 


Mphraim Tinkham were as follows: 
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j, Abigail Tinkham, born 20 July. 
ios. “Married: Caleb Leach, of“ Ply- 
mouth, Mass., who came to Owego in 
(seo. Bhe died July) 2, 13818. 

ew wsanivekl. died) wlhea..two.. years 
old. 

a. #wostna  Tinkhdan. 

a. Barak Pourkheam. pb 1b Sept. 1763, 
Married Peter Wood and came. to 
ower. Their daughter, . Patience, 
marricd Sylvester Frarnhan. 
"e. 2 Ephraim: Tinkhan. 

6. Susanna Pinkhany. 

% Pr Samael? Titan 

Nrs. Sarah i. Cibson, (of this), yil- 
lage; a granddaughter of Dr. Samuel 
Tmkham, owns her grandmother, Mrs. 
htary: <€Pixley) .. Vwiltianis,: faahily 
bible. It was © printed ‘in’ Edinburg. 
eetotiand, th 1795; vanrd ) contains the 
record ‘of her children as folows: 

hy Metab Mails "Fi hauy,) "porn 
Vet. 49) 2795: : 

2. Standish George ‘Tinkham, born 
May 29, 1799. , 

m avid Tinkham, bora Nove 22. 
LSGs: 

sarah Mmilvy Vinkham was the first 
wie of William Pumpelly to whont. 
she was married im.Jiuie; 18l4. She 
died wi Qweeo- Mareh ol) 1822... leave . 
ing one child, lnriky S$. Punipelly, who 
beeame the first wile of .Willtam 4H. 
PEAe, 

Standish George Tinkham was later 
known as Samuel. Standish Tinkhat. 
Mareh 20, 1836, he married Lois Wil- 
loushby, and died Nov. 16,-18ae., ) Pie 
Wis @mnerchant Ganda niiller. We 
left one son, Dr. James H. Pinkhani, 
a surgeon in the’ United States: navy, 
who died. June. 2, 1879, wuimarried. 

David Pixley ‘Pinkhan,  wrarried 
dunes, 1326, Harriet;G. Drake, daugh- 
ter of Judge John R. Drake: and 
died in ‘Owego August 10, 1856, leav- 
ing three childrenSarah. i, who was 
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inarried: to: Edward G. Gibson: Ari- 
unha A., Who became the wife of Gen, 
Wr. P. Innes, aud John F. Tinkhan:. 
Although au college .graduate. he fol- 
lowed mercantile “pursuits. Ile “kept 
iu gencral country store ihn a wooden 
building: which stood at the northwest 
corner of Front and. Lake streets 
This store was moved to the west side 
of North ‘avenue, nearly opposite 
South Depot street, where it Was Oc: 
cupied for several ycars as a dwelling 
house by Idward W.. Raynesford, and 
afew years ago was converted -into a 
lrotel and ealled the European house. 
im its place on the Lake-Front street: 
corner Rollin block was built, which 
Wile DUFNeG In the great tire or 1s4v. 

Dr. Samuel Tinkham has been de- 
scribed aS a man of upright character 
cordial and unavsuming in his: man- 
ners. In 130a he was elected treas- 
urer of Tioga county and held thiat of- 
fice at the time ot his death: 


CAUMB LEACH. 

Nearly all the earliest settlers of 
Owego had becn soldiers in the revo- 
lutionary war, and some of them 
were .connnissioned officers. Calcl: 
Leach who came here in: 1806, saw 
service in that war.. He was born In 
{755 at Plymouth, Mass., and was the 
eldest son of Peter Leach, who is sup- - 
posed to have come from Isngland 
mid oawho. died at), Halifax) Mass. 
yi a ee 

In early life Caleb lneach, who was 
possessed of considerable inventive 
sonius, was apprenticed to a watch 
maker. July 8, 1775, when twerity 
years of age, he cnlisted from Bridge: 
water. for, eight, months in Capt. 
James Keith’s company in the 28th. 
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regiment, commanded by Col. Paul Db. 
Sargent. At the expiration of his 
term of serviee he re-enlisted for one 
year, and “marched °« into Boston mn 
1776; He was taken il with small 
pox and sent to, Brooklyn | hospital. 
Wpon his reeovery he marched — to 
ticll Gate, where his collpany had a 
skirmish, with’ the British troops. At 
White Plains he was’ taken ill with 
bifious fever and wis. sent. to Stam- 
ford. hospital, aud thence home on a 
furtough. Sept. 70, 1777, he again en- 
listed at Halifax in’ Lieut. Jesse Stur- 
devant’s company, marching: to Al- 
bany, N. Y¥Y., to: guard wilitary stores; 
and while’ there was transferred to 
Capt, Amos’ Cogswell’s company “in 
Col. James Wesson’s Might Massachu- 
setts Continental line. They marched 
to near Trenton, N. J., then to White 
Marsh, Pa. . aid -thenee “to (Valley 
orge, where they joined Gen. Wash- 
ngton’s army “and. wintered- He 
served three’ y¢ars,.in Col.” Wessoii’s 
regiment, the last ten months being 
sergeant tn charge of field armory, 
and was discharged Sept. 10, 1780. 


Upon Jeaving the army Mir leach 
returned to. Halifax- and -resumed 
business as a wateh and clock maker. 
While-thus cngazed he imade the first 
orrery that was ever made in America. 
Phis orrery was) presented to. Brown 
wniversity: by. Dr robes) “whe was. 
pastor of a church at Rayham, Mass., 
vund at the same time a lecturer be- 
fore the university. 

- fn. 1796, with Joshua Thomas and 
others, he organized the Plymouth 
aqueduet company - and constructed 
the works, which are ‘said to have 
been the first water-works construct- 
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ed in America, and which continued 
to furnish water to Plymouth until 
[sov. These works:he built under 
coultract, using conduits, bored out to 
fro two to four inches in diameter. 
lor boring these logs he invented the 
Scrow: auger and, the machine . for 
Which he received a putent from the 
United States, dated April 13, 1797; to 
fim fourteen \ears, The patent: was 
signed by Jahn: Adams, = president. 
The first screw auger he invented: is 
preserved in Plymouth Hall, with the 
Name of the blacksmith who inade it 
for him attached. 


ln 1799, at the solicitation of Aaron 
Burr, DeWitt Clinton and others, he 
went to New York city and built the 
Manhattan water-works, upon whose 
~Gharter the), Manhattan bank: was 
Founded. He was superintendent ol 
these water-works until his removal 
to Owego in. 1806. 


Oue day. in the fall of 1906) sonre 
laborers were excavating a trench at 
the intersection ot Wall and Water 
streets when they unearthed ua black- - 
ened log of wood, with a hole bored 
throught it: There was some specule- 
‘tion as to what it hud been used for, 
but finally Guy Duval, of Brooklyn, 
Whose oflice was near there, inden- 
tified it'as one of the oak pipes of the 
Manhattan water company. It was as: 
sound. as when laid a century. pre- 
‘vious. Ile had it sawed into sections 
and each section bound with. brass, 
one of whieh he gave to editor of the 
Brooklyn Magie, labelled as follows: 
“Section, of. ene) of. the first water 
pipes laid in New York by the Man- 
hattan icompany ind779, dug up. at. 
Wall and Water streets in 1806. Pre- 


mea yu) i 
: ae wt one 


Oo pane ba ‘: “on it aa 
iy steed en aio 6 aA 
ra ou weaker e i, “eananiek. ; 

aol say agai “ae ane 


ry ne danuritl rg ber 
iy ~~ awit “kak ae eae 


wi See ‘ab, 
a oa dutta 
beryl Wee vial bes va te 


seh alk 17 | 
wn ae ct 





49 

,sented to Dr. St. Clair MeKelway. by 
Guy Duval.” In:James Parton’s “Life - 
of Aaron Burr” ‘may be found an in- 
teresting. account. of , the , bitter. par- 
tisan fight between the Federalists 
and Republicans over the establish- 
ment of the Manhattan bank, to ac- 
comiplish which the water-works were 
built. 

In 17800 and 1801 Mr. Leach built 
the first lairmount water-works in 
Philadelphia. > In’.7$03 he was. inter- 
ested in the Jamaica Pond Aqueduct 
COM pany Of Boston. - In constructing 


watcr-works Mir. Leach became pos- 


sessed. of what was considered in 
those days a handsome competence. 
Mr. leach wd lis brothér-in-law, 
Dr. Sannuel Tinkhatm,who had settled 
at Owego in 1792,-had purchased land 
“here jointly, andr. Tinkhaim .was, 
probably, influential ba cinducing Mr. 
Leach to come here. Inca, letter writ- 
ten’ by ‘hink te Mr. lieach, dated Sept. 
5, 1801, Dr.. Timkham ,writes:...The 
deed of your lot is made out and will 
be gompleted in a few days... fhe 
crops on--the, farm are tolerably 
good. Wheat is likely to be plenty 
th this country this’ season, and we 
hear that it bears a good price down 
the river. If you should think proper 
to tnake sale of your farm | believe 
there will be .an opportunity within 
a twelve anonth. 
VYhis farm of 253 acres in the town: 
of Piega was sold by ‘Col. David. Pix- 
ley June 30, 800;°to. Polly Tinkham 
(Dr. Samuel Tinkham'’s wife and Col. 
Pixley’s daughter) for a-consideration 
of $100. The same property was 
deeded Aug. 7, 1800 by Dr. Tinkham 
to Caleb leach, consideration $1,500. 





ot 

ApRih 25, Tso, May Leach bowght. of 
Mery Stewart 140 acres of Jand on 
the Oweso creek, partly in the tow 
Or .Ft02a, to. which -he added other 
mata ase. Phere he built in TS09 
a grist mul, saw mill)wootten milland.. 
a diotitlery. Phe distillery he sou dis- 
mautled. and abandoned. The saw 
Indl Wis burned later, and the Awoul- 
feu twill was burned in 1855. 

When Mat leach came to Owezo 
he Jived in the building on the south 
side of Ivout street, opposite the 
Dane I a part OL whieh was... Dy. 
Tinkham'’s store, and remained there 
wntil 1809. when he. built the mills 
and his residcnee ‘in the town of: Tio- 
oi the house stood on: the. west 
side of the highway west of the mills. 
it wre vebunt)o about- 1822. and - re- 
Wied there. mirtil this year (1907) 
when 1 Was tom down. 

Ao dew years after the death of his 
wife Mi lieach ‘divided. his: PLOPerey 
diwoig his. children, .reserving a. 
stall inconte, and retired trom busi- 
mess, For: his serviee in. the arly | 
he received a pension dated March 
4, ASOT, OF pUGOO Wa year. At about 
this time he went to Utica to live with 
his youngest son, Dr: lebenezer Leach, 
where he died March 18, 18387, aged 
S2. years. His bedy ‘was buried in the 
riends’ burying ground at New Hart:. 
rord, about four miles fron. Utica, 

“aleb, Leach and Abigail Tinkham, 
daughter of ddphraim Tinkham, | of 
Middleboro, Mass., were lnarricd: Jan, 
a LiszZ,. at Plympton, Mass. She died 
Juby 2) 15k& [heir children were as 
follows: 

1. Wbhenezer “Leach born 38 Sept, 
1782; died 21, January, 1796. 
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a.  moieatl teat Do Lo Mare: 
Lisa. ated" 24) Deere Ny, 


? 
‘ 


a a Caley phyeepedt ry Worn, V7 
SN. Lish; marred: larrict Duane, of 
OWepo, 
cE A CeRe DOr TO” Cet. 
fies at iyo Alas s witutried 
Sophia, Jones: of Qwvego) 4) dam, 112, 
Died “Per wery. Gbe Toon ao be das 
of his funeral the annual’ festival of 
the Pioneer. [listortcal Association. of 
the Susquehanna Valles” wis being 
etd. at Abwaea hakh Judge Avery any 
nounced his death wad said Unat the 
funeral procession: would arvive from 
Voge wk: the Presbyrteridn « -ehureh 
Wid at ato oO ehOck wien his’ ae- 
quaintances and feicnds would have 
ai opportunity of paying the last tri- 
bute of respoct, to his | menory. 
phram Lerch Wasa man ot SCren- 
tile allaminieuts. ore: planted "and 
coustrvucted the first . bridge Across 
the river ab the foot of: Court strcoet 
Wi S28 ae DES Westeticdk. wid con: 
Siructed the: tinst fire engine used: in 
Owevo, in 18350. Te eonducted Leach's 
mills until his death, after which one 
of his sous, .Steptien AV. luewch, icon, 
Wicked them until, Stephen's death 
iy April, iso: i 
6.  manivel Prva Leach, bor 
Me ont Tes eared Clarets a dart 
or Camdor: Gedo day j USoe. 
(. Sr, Cebealener: cach (2): parm 
Ly ode, ees eirricd Ove los: 
for Od INOw HaArthoreds Nie died: at 
Attion: 22° dunly, Hae : 
S. Aeon luedel: (2). borg 0 Oct, - 
ee ied Ss Ausuwst;. PSUs. 


CAP MASON W ATP AMS. 

The first mar to cneave in the mer 
cintile business a Oweevo after. the 
coming of the white people from the 
east was Capt “Mason” Wattles)’ “He 
caine, with his wire and: two small 
~daughters fron: the town of franklin 
Cisego county, INO TY Tike the 
same year that Dr. Samuel Tinkham 
eame fron: Massachusetts. Heo was 
then forty years of age. and he ‘had 
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accuniulated considerable wealth. The 
Wattles were refined and cultivated 
people. ; 

Captain Wattles was born March 
o, 1462, in New Hampshire, but. the 
place of his birth is not known. At 
the time of his enlistment in the Con- 
tmnental army in 1775 he was enrolled 
as a resident of Newcastle, - Maine. 
His military record, as obtained fron 
\Lassachusetts archives; as follows: 

June 24, 1775, he was a member ot 
Capt. Samuel Cobb’s company in Col. 
Thomas Nixon’s Fourth Massachu- 
setts regiment of infantry... In August 
he was a sergeant in the same com- 
pany. In. November he had been pro-. 
hioted: to ensien From) Jan. 7,°1777,. to 
Dec.$1,1779, he ranked as a lieutenant 
intheSixth Massachusetts infantry. He 
was taken a prisoner of war May 17, 
Wi While 'thus’a-prisoner in the 
hands of the British he. was deprived 
Of any opportunity for further . pro- 
motion, but in June, 1781, having been 
exchanged and having rejoined his © 
regiment, in. which here. was a 
vacancy, he was promoted to captain, 
his appointment to date from April 
Eos, 1780. His name last-appears in a 
return of officers entitled to the com- 
mutation of five years’ full pay im lieu 
of half pay,.agreeable to act of _con- 
eress -of. Mareh,,22, 1783; rank; cap- 
tain Sixth Massachusetts regiment, . 
commanded by Col. Benjamin Tupper. 

After the revolutionary war he was 
appointed major in a regiment of Mas- 
sachusetts state militia. After his re- 
moval to:-Otsego county, N.-Y., he was 
commissioned captain of a company 
of light infantry in 1792. He resigned 
this Captaincy soon afterward upon 
removing to Owego. 
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When Capt. Wattles came to Owego 
he invested Jargely in real estate, and 
at one time owned What.is WOW sole 
of the wost: valuable Jand iu. the. vil- 
lage, occupied Dy praek blorks: find 
handsome residences. He was the 
OMTEEr Ole the.” OMe: SUA MOW 
hounded by Front, Main, bLake,. and 
Court streets, with the exception ot 
the ground occupied by the county 
buildings and the old academy. He 
iso owned an acre lot at the, north 
east corner of Main street and North 
ayenue, Om Wheel OOS «oS... Beach's 
drug store and other buildings. row 
stand, and an acre pat the northeast 
comer of Front and Lake strects, now 
Weeupied: Dy Noose Tartine ets: Cone 
store: aad otler pwiidmes. Mae ticr 
vi lots on both sides of Front street 
extending from, Churel. street > to 
Paige street was also. his”. prope Foy 
‘and he owned many other lots in 
other parts, of the: village, wlth are 
now oceupied by valuable residences. 


Fhe Wattles tainily jlived) ti a diause 
which Capt. . Watthes built on, . tlre 
horth side of Mainstreet at what us 
now the northeast, comer cok that 
sireet (and ‘Genial ¢avenue). Vhis 
house was afterward the residence of 
Judge thatham A: Burrows, and, later 
ol. Dawid Ps Tale lt OAS CIC 
pied by. My. Pinkham ido w, . Mavs. 
Horriet G. Tinka: matihs te wis: are- 
moved in TS66; when the Park hotel 
was built ai its: place: 


It is. Ot NO Wal Oe Cae Wiad 
tles’s store. was situated, but it) was, 
probably, on the “Dank ol the river 
either opposite or below Court strect. 
llis business investments proved un- 
fortunate for him, and in’ lebruary, 
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1799, his real estate was seized by the 
sheriff for a debt. of £578 for g00ds 
purchased from Jacob JONKNE, a 
New York meérehant.. In November, 
1802, the property was all deeded by 
Conkline. and. Captain Wattles to 
Robert Bowne, another New York 
merchant, who sold goods to other 
Owego merchants of that time and 
who was also, probably, a creditor. 

Japt. Wattles remained in Owego 
several years,- during a portion . of 
which time-he held, the office of jus- 
tice of the peace and also practised 
law. He was an associate judge of 
Broome county from 1807: to.1812. 
Owego Was aw that; time a 
part of Broome | eounty. 
ron: March. 28,. 1806, to March 22, 
1822, the present towns of Newark 
Valley, Owego,  Richford,. and: Berk- 
Shire were a part of Broome county: 
Sapt. Wattles was generally kiogwn 
here as Judge Wattles. He also held 
the office of clerk of Broome county 
from Feb, 18, 1811 to Nov. 9, 1812. 

In April, 1811, Capt.. Wattles pur- 
chased a farm of 128 acres. in: the 
town of Nanticoke, Broome county, 
and later removed there. He.was liv- 
ing. there as late as’ Feb. 1, 1814; 
When‘ he made his will. Later:he re- 
moved to New York city, where he 
died July 16, 1819. 

- The Wattles descent is as follows: 

John Wattles married Judith Fitch 
Dee 22: 

‘Their second son, Mason Wattles 
(1), was: born June 25, 1727; married 
Irene Chandler June 29, 1747. 

Their second son, Mason Wattles 
(2);;was born March 3, 1752. 

Capt. Mason Wattles was married. 
about 1783-5 with Catherine Tough- 
ton. They bad two daughters. Lleliza 
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a Wattles, the elder, was. the’ first 
wife of’ Samuel M. Avery, of . Nanti- 
coke, who died at Jenksville in 1888. 
Cornelia Wattles, the younger daugh- 
ter, was’ married to John W.: Oddie 
about the year 18005. 

There .was another Mason Wattles 
in Broome County,Col. Mason Wattles, 
said to have been a nephew of Capt. 
Wattles, and who derived his title of 
colonel from his having been colonel 
in the 20th regiment of- artillery, to 
Which he wus promoted from captain 
mm 1822.- His only daughter, Sarah 
Wattles, was nibgricd: to Dr. John VW. 
Knapp, of: Hariord) oN: WY.) dng dss 
Col. Wattles. lived at Lisle. He had:a 
son, Harry J. Watties, whose widow 
is still living at Killawog. 

THOMAS DUANE. 

Thomas Duane, who was one of the 
first merehants in Owego, is sup: 
posed to have been ol wWrench -extrac- 
tion. He cane here ‘from © Wing- 
ston, Pa., in 1800; _His wife was the 
widow of an ollicer in the continential 
army who was killed in the mussiere 
at Wyoming by the Indians and 
“tories” on July. 3, 1778. 

Obadiah Gore, one of the most 
prominent men of Wyoming, was one - 
of the aged men _ left in Forty Fort, 
for its defence, while the settlers 
imarched. out to meet the enemy. 
ive of Gore’s sons went out, to the 
conflict: “Three "were siaim, as. were 
also his -sons-in-law. John Murfee 
and Timothy Preree. 

Timothy Pierce, who held a. com: 
mission us lieutenant in the regular 
army, had vidden forty miles through 
the Great swamp the night previous 
and come to join his friends on the 
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battle eld. Lis  wifé savas. Hannals 
Gore; Obadiah  Gore’s.. daughter. ~ At 
the line of the inassacre she, witli 
her ‘two’. daughters, Clarissa Pierce, 
who was three years and nine months 
ald; and ‘Polly Piéveé, who was only 
nmeteéen months’ of age, had taken 
refuge with the vest of the women iti 
the. fore, while the men went forth to 
meet the eneny. 

Yen years subSequent to the mas- 
sacre, “March 12, 1788, Licutenant 
Timothy Pierce's widow, Hannah’ 
Pierce, became the wife of ‘Thomas 
uae. 

When Mr. Duane eame in 1800 with 
his family to Owego, he built his store 
on a tlot.’he: had murchased on the 
south side of Front street, extending 
front the east line of Lake street one- 
half the distanee to Church. street. 
The [fuimber for the construction of 
this store “was brought uj the’ river 
from Wilkes-Barre in. keel-bottomed 
hoats, which were polled up with long 
settine-poles,placed against the shoul- 
ders of the men who polled the boats. 
This was tedions and laborious work, 
and the boats were propelled very 
slowly, but it was the only. way. of 
transportation then. he family also 
came ib one of these boats. 

The store was built on: the bank of 
the river. It was painted yellow and 
trad ‘a’ lean-to tn the’ rear. OQne side of 
the building. was oecupied as a store 
and the other side as a residence. by 
(he family, as was customary in those 
days... fn the centre of the building 
was a huge'ehinmey. Here the Duanes 
lived for several years. | 

Later in life Thomas Duane. was 
venerally known as Judge Duane. In 
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Avigust, 1811, his ‘step-daughter, Polly 
Pierce, purchased of Joli ffollonback 
two acres: of Jand, a simul portion -of 
‘fot No. 25, on the bank of the Susque- 
hanna river in the eastern. part of this 
Village and built thereon a house... The 
house’ stood about where: Victor. P: 
Decker’s rouse. wow stands, a Little 
cast: of the sinall. Greck, known for 
Wan, years. as Hollonback’s ereek, 
which enpties into the river. Chis 
house is worthy of soule notice, for it. 
was then the most pretentious one in 
Owero, 
“Nearly all the best of the eurly 
houses were Targe reetangular build- 
ies: with a. wide hall. throweht..the 
iiddle. from. front) to rear, with no 
porebes, sometimes with a small 
stoop, but usually without any. This 
house had’ the Usual hall. through the 
centre, and it had also wings at ‘éach 
side. There was a high double porch 
“ot the front extendme up. wearly to 
the Yoot. . On. the, south side Wasa 
high piazza, commanding a, view. of 
the inmost beautiful part of the: river: 
Here Judge Duane lived with his fam- 
ily in good style for several. years. 
Wher Poly Pierée died im 1815 she 
left a will in which she devised this 
property to her halt-brother, Timothy 
Pierce Duane, who the next year sold 
it to John H. Avery. [t passed through 
the ownership of several persons al- 
terward, and jin 1832 it again. became 
the property ot John -HolHenback. 
This house was for several years 
used as a tavern, where -river raftmen’ 
sometime stayed while their rafts and 
arks were ‘tied up in the Hollenback 
eddy. for the night. At one time it 
was oecupicd by a canal boat captain 
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; 
named Butler. One hight previous tu 
the day on, which he was about to 
leave Owego on One of his periodical 
trips he dreamed that he fell over: 
board. from a canal. boat and was 
drowned. The dream-made such anu 
Wnpresston “upon hint that in-- the 
inorming he narrated it to his wife. 
She was considerably ‘affected, und 
endeavored to dissuade him from go- 
ing away. He laughed at her fears 
and went on his way. A few days at-: 
terward she received information of 
his death, which had happened ‘in 
every respect exactly as it had been 
presented to him in his dream. 


~The house was for several years 
uninhabited, and = was commonly 
known as “the haunted house.”  Su- 
perstitious people believed that it was 
‘haunted by the ghost of Butler. Mys- 
terious noises were said to have been 
heard there at night and lights were 
seen to. flash trom its. windows: 
‘Less eredulous people avered that the 
lights and noises which had been 
seen by belated passers-by passing - 
along the highway, were caused by 
people of not particularly reputable: 
character, who consorted there at 
night. 7 

The building had been deserted 
about thirty years when = it. was 
burned. The fire is said to have been 
set by an incendiary, who wanted to 
give the firemen a run. Mr. Lollen- 
back offered a reward of $50 for the 
arrest .and conviction of the incen- 
diary, but- no one was arrested,’ al- 
though a’ certain persoi Was  sus- 
peeted of having caused the fire. 

Judge Duane later removed to a 
farm: of twenty acres, west of the lit- 
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the, Namticoke’ creek, a’ part vof the 
farm now oceupied by > Mrs.) Merman 
M. Pilbary and her tnily, where he 
died October 14, 1827): Vis wife liad 
alied a few days previous, on the bth 
of the same month. ‘Their. bedies 
were buried on this farm between the 
highway and the river. The land has 
been eultivated many years and: there 
is now nothing left to indieate where 
the graves -were made, 

The genealogy of the Duane family 
is, 25 follows: 

Thonas Duane, born 1739). Married 
Hannah Pieree 12 March, 1788. Died 
in Owego 14 October, 1821. His wife 
was porn in iiak, and: died im: Owego 
mh October, 1821. Their children ‘were: 

ii ea ONY. Duane, COnMMONLY 
Khowl as Harry Duane, bora Fy Awe: s 
bios... Died in. Owego» 2) May; 1s16, 
uuwarried, Ate coaiaah 

2.0 Rartiet Dwane,: bora, 19 May, 
Lot. Marvied Caleb Leach, tr... ole 
died’ 7 Oct., ISkS.. Then children: were 
llarry Leach, unmarried. Died and 
Was, buried at sea. 7 Mary Leach onmar- 
ried l.cius Truman, of Owego. | Har- 
riet married George 3S. leonard, of 
Owego, and died 1 Jan. 174. 

o  boRetie Pierce: Duavte™ hori 
Sept: 1794. io was: Tare peo Meare 
ried Laura: Steele, daughter of Aaron. 
steeke, 20 sOeter bane: Ele died. at 
Seuth Owego 1b Aueust, W7t2Z. She 
died: ao Oe iis! Pie children 
were: Marv: Po and) eimaly: buaaqe, 
manwareied. Fira: Duane, nrarried 
Wibian due. Durr Duane, winmar- 
fied: feb Piane, Rebecca Dirare, 
married Jerome B. Richardson. 

Henry AW, Duane,Phomas Duane’s + 
eldest son, was -a-Cierk imi iis father’s 
store.’ Me was in company with Capt. 
Jesse. MeQures nr tthe wrereantile 
business: i: 1$1 2 end" torea few “years 
afterward. MeQuiees & Duane’s stove 
Was In w wooden building’ on the west 
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side of Lake street, two doors north 
of Front street. They filed in busi 
hess, | 

Polly Piercé was bern at Wyoming, 
Poa, es Wecs AiG, aud ‘died in Owe- 
eo 19 June, 18to. Mer sister, Clarissa, 
Wis born “at Wyomime 11. Oct., 1774; 
and diced 26 Jun.. 1805.0 Her husband's 
bine Was Wie.) ey were married 
about 176. Their children were i!d- 
win, Polly, Timothy Pierce, and ohn 
B, - White. 

(WON. DANTINI CHUGIER. ° 

These sketches -would be incon 
plete Without the wame of Gene Vanicl 
Cruger being included. His “sojourn 
here was brief, but he was the first 
‘editor and newspaper publisher in 
this, part of the state when hiuch of 
H was a'torest, and he later became 
one of the most prominent lawyers 
‘in this state. He owas of sufficient im- 
portanee to be ineluded with William 
bo Marvey.2) Daniel gs Dickinson and 
thirty other prominent members of 
ihe New yore babyy, B. Proctor's 
She. Bonch. and. re Bar. of New 
“York,” a volume of 779 pages, twonty 
of which are given to-Gen. Cruger. 

Gen. BPueei’s ancestors Were 
ant guenots, Who after the massacre of 
St.Bartholomew escaped from france. 
The branch of the tamily* from whielc 
he descended settled in Tfolstein. - Tlis 
father, whose tame was also Danicl. 
Cruger, came to. America in 1768 and 
settied at’ Sunbury, Pa., where. Gen. 
Crievr was bom Dee. .22)..1780. .So0on 
after his birth the family removed to 
Newtown (now Elmira). where’ the 
father engaged in the mercantile bust- 
AES. 


When. young Cruger was) thirteen 
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GEN. DANIEL CRUGER. 


From a photograph from.a painting owned by 
Gen. Cruger’s granddaughter, Mrs. Benjamin 
Dorrance, of Dorranceton, Pa. 
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years. OL age, NL) Webster, one: of 
the earliest printers in Albany, came. 
to Newtown to visit relatives: He saw 
young Cruger, and was attracted. to’ 
hin by the boy's lively) intelligence, 
WIVACILY, MAE SeIVILY. He induced 
the elder Cruger tovapprentice his son 
to liim for the purpose of learning the 
printing business. | 

Having lenrnedk (his: trad®.and. .o))- 
tiled all that could be learned in the 
printing business, young Cruger came 
to southern New York with a rather 
limited printing outfit, but one ade- 
quate to the needs of his) business, 
‘and established aw newspaper at. old 
Chenango village, a small -settlement 
Which was at that time on the west 
‘side of the Chenango river, about one 
mile above the present city of Bing- 
hamton. This. settlement was. con- 
mienced in 17938 or 1794, and na settle- 
nent was thought of where Binghan: 
ton now is before the year 1799. 

The first; warner, of: the. paper, 
which was called “The American Con- 
station,’ was, published, Noy: °22, 
“1800.and at that time Gen. Cruger was 
only nineteen. vears of age... Although 
the paper was printed at. old’ Che- 
anneo, ib was dated” “Union,” for the 
reason that: the post office at Union 
was for a long ‘tine the only. one in 
that part of the country. 

As in IS0t’ Owego had become the 
‘only -settlement! in this’ part. of the 
state that had grown to any imiport- 
ance young Cruger removed his news- 
paper establishment here that year. 
He established his. office in a lean-to | 
in the rear of a house wlhtich stood on 
the north side of Front street, where 
Lewis tl. Leonard's’ residence now 
stands. The house was a double one, 
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occupied by Mleazer Dana, one of the 
‘arly lawyers in Owego, on one side, 
avd by. lanke) B, Winship on the other, 
and he boarded with the Winships. 
Here he printed the, paper until Aug- 
ust, 1806, when he sold it to Stephen 
Mackeand Henry Steward, who changed 
tue name to “The American. Parmer.” 

Young: Cruger’s father had in the 
Inewdn time removed to Bath, Steuben 
county, and after the sale of his. paper 
the son went to Bath,where he worked 
for a time at the printer’s trade. «It 
Was fortunate for his future prospects 
that the work proved injurious to his 
health, as he was compelled .to- re- 
nounce it, and he cntered the office of 
Gen. 4S. 8. Idaight -as ao liw’ student. 
Aitcr, he. wes admitted to. the. bar, 
about the year 1806, he became Gen. 
hiateht's law partner. Fle soon ‘be- 
cane one of.the leading lawyers of 
the Steuben county bar. 


In 1800 Gen. Cruger Was appointed 
wu adjutant in the Steuben county 
regiment ot militia which was con 
manded by Col. Geo. MeCullock. In 
ISOS he Was © commmissioncd second 
~major in the regiment Commanded by 
Luieut.-Col. Samuel S. Haight, his law 
partner, 

In 1812 he went with Gen. McClure’s 
brigade to the northern frontier. Soon 
after he reached the seat of war; Gen. 
McClure, understanding « that certain 
orders directed him to burn-the town 
ot Newark, in Canada, he took the 
neeessary steps. to obey. Major 
Cruger and. Mr.. Spencer, another of- 
ficer, however, dissented from the 
view of the order taken by Gen, Me- 
Clure, and objected to. burning the 
town. About this time Mr. Spencer 
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Was called home by ilmess in his ftai- 
ily, and major Crager stood alone in 
his Opposition. The general therefore 
prepared to carry out his conustruetion 
of the order, and > major Cruger was 
ordered to enter the town with a hag 
of truce and inform the “inhabitants 
‘ot the coming = conflagration.’ Te 
obeyed the order, entered the town 
With an orderly, and arter ¢iving the 
usttal notice, he and his orderly as- 
sited the inhabitants: in removing 
their effects, aud’ the town was. soon 
in flames, 


In 1816 Col. Haight ‘was promoted 
to brigadier-gencral, and anajor 
Cruger was made. Jieutenalidt-general 
of the regiment Mn 1S19 he was again 
promoted to major general of the 25th 
division of infautry.”) Tu 1822 lhe: reé- 
signed: 

In 1813 he was elected by. the Dem- 
ocrats” of Alieeany. ard! Stonben 
Comuties to the asseinbly, and he was 
re-elected four times thereafter. ba 
istG@ he was’ clected: speaker of the 
essembly, after a bitter contest; by a 
majority of one vote. fis popularity 
us speaker was such ‘that inthe fall 
of 1816 he’ was. nominated to econ- 
2ress” in the Twentieth cougressional- 
district and ¢leeted. (tle was'a prenii- 
went member of the house. 

Pepe Pi. Troy Ne was: ao pohrted 
district attorney of the Seventh dis- 
trict, consistnig ol the 'comities” of 
Steuben, Allegany, and Moga.” This 
office was then one of the most in- 
portant in the state, second ‘only to 
that. of vttormey-senerals Phere were 
at this time twelve district attorneys, 
the. state being divided into twelve 
distriets,each district embracing. with- 
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in its jurisdiction several Counties, 
lide was district attormey of the Sev- 
Ont district wutil Jume Lb PSiS, and 
froin that date he continued as’ dis- 
trict attorney of Steuben county until 
vebimiary 19 Ds2 0. 

Gen, Cruger’s first: wife was. Han- 
Wah oClicurent, of Bath... Vhey were 
quarried about 1806, She dicd in 12s. 
Wie Ym: congress, Gen. Cruger. be- 
came acquainted. with Mrs. Luv dia 
Shepard, of Wheeling, Va.; Who Was 
ir ANashimeton (trytne to callect. a 
Glam. of .-her. deceased . husband 
Ugainst the vovermnuent, - He subse- 
y“uehtiv - Went to Wheeling, where 
they were married in - 1883: After his 
lniivige, Tre gave himself wp entirely 
to agricultural. pursuits and the ian 
agement of his wife’s property.” June 
12) 18$5, wiile attending a ineeting of 
the: directors of the Wheeling bank, 
he was stricken with apoplexy aid 


diced within a few ooments. lis: body >: 


was buried imi Stone Church ceme- 
tt ry at iim Grove, Ohio county, Via. 
: STM PHUN MACK. 

Judge Stephen Mack, who during his , 
residence Of filtecn years iti Owero 
Was one of its most active and pronii- 
nent eitizens, was born at New Marl- 
porowels, Vass. Maren. 20. t700.:.° He 
was aoson of Orlando Mack, of Flebron,. 
Conn., and’ great grandson of. John 
Mack, who; eae. fronr Seotland -to 
Anerica about 1660 and settled at. 
Lyme, Conn. Two-older brothers of 
Stephen Mack served in the Continen- 
tal army and became distinguished of- 
ficors. One died a prisoner of war in 
a fortress in Canada, 

In early life Judge Mack was a mer- 
chant... lw 1799 he ‘kept a’ general 
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~gountry store at Cooperstown, N.Y. 
/The particulars of his coming to Owe- 
20, as given to the writer several years 
ago by his son-in-law, John Carmi- 
chael, were as follows: 

— While conducting his mercantile bus- 
iness at Cooperstown, he made a con- 
ract with the United States govern- 
ment to furnish about 100,000 spars, to 
he delivered at Baltimore,Md. He pur- 
chased the tiinber in the winter, ,pay- 
Ing for it in goods from his store.. In 
Nareh, 1799, while about to Start it 
down the river there.came a great 
Yreshet, carrying away and scattering 
viong the stream all of his timber.. He- 
caine down the river to Owego ii quest 
of his property, but ascertaining that 
it would cost him as much to secure it 
as it would be worth when gathered to- 
gether again, he abaudoued his search. 
The loss of his timber made him a 
bankrupt. ‘ 

During his sojourn in Owego he had 
hecoine impressed with the beauty of 
the Susyquchanna valley and its ap- 
parent advantages to settlers, and he 
decided to come here to live. He was 
a@ man of great vigor, enterprise, and 
ability, and he at once became an 
active and prominent citizen: He en- 
gaged in the mereanule business, in 
which he-was. successful. _ 

In 1803 Judge. Mack. and. Henry 
Steward purchased of Daniel: Criiger, 
Jr., “The American Constellation,” a 
newspaper that Mr. Cruger had printed 
here two years. Ile changed the name 
to “The American: FMarmer,” issuing the 
first number under that name August 
19, 1803. He published the © paper 
eleven years until his death. 

llenry Steward was a printer .and 





66 

conducted the mechanical departinciut 
of the paper. “Judge Mack was the edi- 
tor. lis editorial duties were not par. 
tictilivly arduous, and did not interfere 
With his duties as-a publie officer. The 
printing oilice- was fora short time in 
a stall building which stood near the 
northeast corner of front and Court 
stects. [In 1804 Steward sold his in- 
terest in the paper to his partner and 
bought lend in the fork of the east and 
west branches of the Owego. creek at 
their contluence at Mleiningville and 
built a saw mill there. 

Judge Mack at apout this time re- 
moved his plant toa htthe red house, 
a story anda half high, which stood on 
the north side of Front street, mow the 
taird lot cast of Chureh street, owied 
by Dr de hb. Bader: The building. was 
on the. west side of the. lot aid the 
printing office was ino an ‘Unfinished 
roow) in the southeast corner of the 
house, up stairs. This house was torn 
down in IS26,several years after Judge 
Mack's death by John Carinichiel, Who 
built a larger -bouse on the lot, which 
Was later occupied by Geo. W. Etol: 
lenback, and still later by: Hdward. W. 
Warner.) "Fhe. house was rebuilt in 
fYOG- by: its present owner, Dr. Bauer. 

Jtidee Mack during his residence in 
this village beld various town. offices, 
coustable, assessor, conmmnissioner of 
highways, and excise Commissioner, 
Me: wis for several years a:justice of 
the peace and was. supervisor in 1807, 
LSOS: TSb1, amd LS i2: Ife was appointed 
First Judge of Broome (now Tioga) 
county Nov. 9) 1812, by camimission of . 
Gov. Lompkins, and served until his 
death. 

Iie died in Owego April 14, 1814, 
aged 49 years. His body was- buried 


r 






an ivi ik jo ees 
i; D pan _ mi “nr 






















A: ; herve pin: ” URE ee 
ww gabled ok - ent he ae 
i ba dod othe om obits Pe ee 

ate (sibs Wi: “tt “opitte i thane 
he sees ion! aint at anaes 
ped ayn taveniiael bel er eruhas de ‘igh ‘ varigath 
if net WTB i wa ctor de se at a irks 









My ae Wo pat) oa hip chive: ys 
hime © ianhet val Se vaio the 
> Jeet ane yeuet aft 
petit Anh soa 0 it PR vay ai 
Aude sbi Pi atid. ‘with: 
ri siren), (inchirnny Vi he va 
dy pate etait as ie pene 8 
Te Ansar panna Tonnies 
wu ahh ath A essex Lait: rt 
Tied wh pcan Bet ane st 








nok pes yb 


- 67 

in. the. old burying ground ‘in Court 
street. “Phe -venraims were: afterward 
romnoved. “to the ‘Presbyteriow yard dn 
POR pie -siveet, aad i STD teu. loves 
green cemetery, where his seeond wife, 
Mary <Serjants) Mack, is also buried. 

In J udge Avery's “Susquehanna Val- 
low papers he thus nrontions Judes 
Maek: Ta OS COMIC POStiGiys 
Judge Mack brought to the discharge 
of his duties. uninipeached integrity of 
character, and strong native Powers 
‘Of discrimination, improved by a good 
education. Nor should his good traits 
ot character; socially, be lost “among 
the forgotten things of the past. Some 
vet live, now aged: gentlemen, who 
bear uniform witness to the gencrosity 
ole has, disposi, luis nbératlity to 
every one in adversity, whoin it was in 
his power to help, and his marked 
amiability of character.” 

Judge Mack was twice married. His 
first wite was Mary Chambers, who 
died while they lived at Cooperstown, 
Their childrery were as follows: 

ib Mitvabeth Mack, born inv. 4781, 
Married Benjamin Bonodict, of Delhi, 
Neo Sede ae FOO ASG SA the one 
of her son-m-law, Putuain Mersereau, 

2. stephen Nack,: bomr 19. Dec 17S4: 
Graduated from Yale college ino TSlo 
Give SUUCECEhMbwtvt. loeb No Yo ee. 
moved. aa TS ee Ato ae,” wh Cre Tre 
practised law urbil his’ death, 17) Jam, 
1857. He was never married, 

a. Phoche Nack, borin 29 Aprilagss. 
She mariied aman named Crawford. 

4. peneZger. Mek! “Bor NE ey; 
Eg A . 

All four of these children were born 
at Kinderhook, N.Y. 
. fudge Mack -maivds his: second wile; 
Mary Serjants, daughter of  temuel 
serjants, of Bellows ‘Falls, Vt.) > were 
married in-1797 at Cooperstown. ‘She 
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lived with her son-in-law, Johu Carmi 
chal: until Dai) aard ther went te 
Ithaca and lived with her son, Horace. 
she died 20 Meb., 1862, in Owego while 
Visiting at Mr. Carnitichael’s, and her 
body was buried in LVeCrgrecnh Come 
tery. Their chitdren were: 

lc adorace Mack, betn 20 Jan., 1799, 
at Cooperstown. Married Eliza Ann 
Mortis, daughter of Judge Joshua Ier- 
SOF SPOWCco. 10) Jans d Senn, 

eo varia SL Neck)! born hy Owego 
lL diddy, 1800... Married to John: Carmi 
chael 23 Dee., 1824: Died in Owego 22 
DEVE. S20: 

whenezer and llorace Mack both .be- 
came prominent men in Tompkins 
county. Isbcnezer Mack. learned the 
printers’ trade, and previous. to com- 
ing to Owego he was foreman in “The 
Columbian” office in New York: city. | 
At the time of Judge-Mack’s death 
stephen B. Leonard was his partner, 
owhing one-hali of the “American Kar- 
mer” ollices Mt, keonard changed the 
liame of the paper to “Owego Gazette” 
and he and Kbenezer Mack becanie 
partners in publishing it in June, 1S 15. 
Mr. Mack remained here until ‘1816, 
when he went to Ithaca and purchased 
the “Seneca Republican,” now known 
as the “Ithaca Journal.” fe published 
the paper with different partners until 
December, 1836. Fre built’a paper mill, 
conducted a book store, and was for 
several years. and until his death a 
member of the firm of Mack & Andrus. 
fle represented ‘Poinpkins county in 
the assembly in {830, and was senator 
from. the Sixth’ senate district from 
[834 46-1837, reclusive. He was at one 
time state printer. He was offered a 
cabinet position by President Martin 
VanBuren, but declined it. He wrote a 
lite of Lafayette, which Was published 
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mm 184F. Tde-ceollected a hue Vebrivry, 
Which as a gift from him formed: a 
nucleus for the present publie library 
ol ithaca. He died at ithaca in Auewst, 
Loebo. 

ltorace Mack was born at Coopers- 
tow 20 dan. 7O8 the same year the 
larity removed torOweve:s Me was an 
apprentice in the vAmerican Parmer” 
olice: Viti. after whe deat’ of! shis 
Rether Jan. 209i, he - was appron 
ticed to. Mayor Moratio Ross in) the 
Ingveantile “business - for, five years. 
Hie did not serve tae full term of vis 
apprenticeship, but in 1818 he went to 
tihwea, where he was a clerk: in various 
stores until 1824, when he began busi: . 
ness. an his. own account. Le repre- - 
scented Tormpkins county in the assem 
bly in 1882 and was county clerk from 
L850-to N53. Fle was president of the 
village of Ithaca in 1851. He was a: 
direetor in the Pourpkins county bank 
froin its organization HL. Loot: aati]: Has. 
‘death, 10 Sept., 18a0.- 

CAPT. LEMUILL, BROWN: 

The first tanner in Owego was Cap- 
trin Lemuel Brown, Ife was born at 
Stockbridge, MassycoWeb.: 4) 1776. aad 
was .the youngest. of five sons. of 
Abraham and Beulah Brown. Abira- 
ham Brown was a captain of militia 
nud: served in ‘the ‘early part of the 
revolutionary. war. }e died Jan. :s, 
1i77, of small pox, which was com- 
municated to him by a letter. flis, wile 
was a daughter of Joseph Pattersoir, 
‘of Watertown, Mass., and’she was his 
cousin. 

Mrs. Beulah Brown was one of the 
sixty associates’) in othe purchase 
of the tract of land ‘known as 
the “Boston ten townships.” She 
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came in 1796 to. Brown’s Settle. 
nhient tm, the’ toww of Berkshire 
With her- five children, when Lemiuel 
Brown. was 2b years: of age.” Mrs. 
Brown was a woman of strong mind 
aud great vigor, It is related of her 
by D..W. Patterson that when she was 
nearly cighty years ef age she ade 
eighty cheeses. and took care of theim 
With her own hands. 


The local “histories” give the date 
of the building of the first tannery in 
Owego by Mr. Brown as 1795,: Dut as 
the Brown farily did not come to this 
county until the next. year, this is ob- 
Viotusly incorrect. He -probably 
 eame here m 1797, and. he was mar- 
Pied se me xt) vedi. ie numa 

hy, deed dated bee. 21, 1801, and 
for a consideration of $75, Capt. Luke 
Bates conveyed to Capt. Leinue] Brown 
two pieces of land in Owego. One of 
these pieces was on the south side of 
the highway now known as) Front 
street and was east of and adjoining 
Thomas Duane’s house and store lot 
and nearly opposite where the Tioga,. 
national bank now is. It extended 
about forty-five feet. on the street. 
The other piece contained. one acre 
of land and was on the west side of 
the old Cayuga road, now known as 
North avenue. It was. a little north 
of what is now the southeast corner 
of George street ‘and’ North avenue. 

After coming to Owego Capt. Brown 
married Elizabeth MeQuigg, daugh- 
ter of the pioneer, Capt. John Me- 
Quigg. He lived in part of a double 
house on the Front street lot and 
John’ Murphy, a barber, at one tinie 
occupied the other part as a. barber 
shop sand residence. The building 
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wes several years afterward removed 
to the lot which is now the north- 
west comer of Main street and Spen- 
cer avenue. Tt was for. several years 
occupied by undesirable tenants. The 
last one, in spite of the protests of the 
neighbors and the occasional inter- 
ference of the village health autlori- 
ties, pursisted In raising his pigs in 
that..part of the. house. Which .is 
usually occupied as a kitehen. One 
nivht, between 1852 ad 1856, 
while the. house Was tem por- 
“arily unoccupied, several young men 
with saws and axes. partly dismantled 
it, to’prevent a new tenant from niov- 
ing in, but the house was so strongly 
built that their labor made little im- 
pression, and a few hights afterward 
some one set fire to the house and it 
was burned to the ground, the fire- 
men, who were in evident ‘sympathy 
with) the. purpose of the iicendiary, 
Wefusing te Make. any effort to, ex- 
tinguish the flames. 


Capt. Brown’s first ‘tannery was 

built of logs and is said to have been 
‘on the bak of the river about where 
.Goodrich’s & Co.’s store now. stands. 
She vats “were ti. the open, air. 
Whether the tannery was built before 
he purchased the property or atter- 
ward is not known. ‘The vats’ were 
in the open air on the bank of the 
river. The high water undermined 
the bank and the side of the vats. 
broke and slid into the river. 

At about this time Capt. Brown 
built another tannery, a frame build- 
ing, on his one-acre lot. It stood on 
the west side of where the. railroad 
tracks now are and on the south side 
of the private driveway leading into 





ie 

the Brown farm, and was a story aid 
ow hate high, The vats of this tannery 
Were iilso in the @pen air -and = they 
Were hear where the railroad tracks 
ave Low, and covered with boards, to 
Keep out the vain, 


Aiter Capt.-Brown's death, in 1815, 
the tannery was conducted until 1819 
by his son, Richard: Brown, and Capt. 
Lvown'’s brother-in-law, Capt. Jesse 
MeQuige. The building was after- 
ward used as a place in whieh, to nian- 
tecture ‘car stems for river - rifts 
during rainy Weather, when’ men 
vomd not work out of doors.’ Capt. 
Brown's, sons were all river raftsmen. 
The buiiding was subsequently moved 
to wother part of the. premises and 
converted into a (ool house, 

fetiael Brown derived his military 
lithe: from “tis Serviee in the state 
mirtiag: fn hs00 he. was. adjutant: in 
Moll Pavid’ Piney 'suresiment: (Tn tsde 
he was promoted to Captain, and in 
In07 he was again promoted to second 
hajor in Col. Asa Camp’s Broome and 
Tioga regiment. 

Capt. Brown’s oldest brother, John 
Brown, was the first man cleeted su- 
pervisor of Owego upon the organiza- 
tion of the town April 3, 1800,.and he 
was re-elected five times, serving six 
suecessive years. Lemuel .Browhn was’ 
also eleeted towm clerk at this first 
election and seryed seven yearsin suc: 
cession. He also filled the oflices of 
pound master, fence-viewer, and com- 
jiissioner of highways. hi 1805 he 
was, uppoimted the- first sealer’ -of 
Weights and measures in Tioga coun- 
ty, and he was one of the jneorpora- 
tors of the old Owego and Ithaca turn- 
pike in L807. John Brown was one of 
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the first justices of the peace in this 
town. . tn October, 1809, he “was. ap- 
pointed a judge of the Broome county 
court of common pleas, and held the 
office until his death, October 1, 1813. 

henge): Brow died “Nov;..28, SL, 
aged 40 years, S lionths, and 2s. days: 
The date inseribed on his grave stone 
in the Presbyterian church yardis Dec. 
91810, which is incorrect. Inscriptions 
on tombstones are notoriously  un- 
truthful. A written obituary of Capt. 
Brown, in the possession of his grand: 
daughter, Mrs. ISlizabeth H. Chatfield, 
signed by two of Capt. Brown’s sons, 
Richard and Abram Brown, and dated 
Owego Village, Dec..2,,.1615, gives the.’ 
date of death as Nov. 28, and this also 
agrees with the family record. 

Lemuel Brown was the first treas-. 
urer of Friendship lodge, I. and A. 
M., of Which Capt. Mason Wattles was 
the first master, In 1804, and of which 
John Murphy was junior warden. He 
was. also one of. the Royal. Arch 
masons named in the. original war- 
Yant of New = Jerusalem chapter, 
granted Feb. 8, 1816. 

The children of Capt. Lemuel and 
Wlizabeth (McQuigg) Brown were as 
follows: 


i... Richard: Brown; born 10. Oct., 
1799. Died in Owego 2 Feb., 1879. He 
was unmarried. bared 

2. Abram Brown; “bern. 20; Neav., 
1800. Married Catherine Geotschuis, 
who was born 29 Dee., 1810. He died 
24 Oct., 1878; she died 9 March, 1881. 
Abram Brown was elected overseer: 
of the poor of the town of Owego in 
1845 and served eighteen years, 

3. Robert. Brown, born. 14:-Aug., 
1802. Died in Owego 2. Feb., 1869. 
He was unmarried. 

4. Sarah Brown, ‘born’ 29 “March, 
1804, Died 23 Dec., 1851. Unmarried. 
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a Lemuel Brown, born 14.. Marcel, 
1806. Died July 5, 1885. Unmarried. 
fy 1815: he and Dr. Jedediah Fay 
formed a partnership in the mercan- 
tile business and conducted a general 
store In Owego and also established a 
brauch store at Spencer, which was 
then the county seat of Tioga county. 
Richard Brown .was a clerk in .the 
Spencer store. They were unsuccess- 
ful and failed in business. 

G.° ‘Ransom Brown, born 22. Nov., 
ISOS." Was accidently killed while 
hunting 13 Dee., 1837. - Unmarried. 

7. Horatio Brown, born 30 Nov.., 
1S10. Married Munice Goodrich, 
daughter of Alanson Goodrich. She 
was born Nov., 1822. He died at Big 
Rapids, ‘Mich., 21 July, 1874, and -she 
6 June, 1852. .His second wife: was 
Jane Mosher, daughter -of Seth 
Mosher, of Owego. 

8. liza Brown, born 4 Feb., 1813. 
Married William Barnes. She. died 4 
Nov., 1894. | 

3. Frederick Brown, born 1 May, 
IS1G, Married Charlotte. McQuigg, 
daughter of Daniel McQuigg, 18 Oct., 
1842. He died in Owego 8 April, 1873, 
and she 6 Jan., 1893. 

The house built by Capt. Lemuel 
Brown in 1801 still stands in a. dis- 
imantled. condition and unoccupied on 
the old homestead. It is the only one 
of the old farm houses of the kind 
now remaining in this village. After 
Capt.. Brown’s death his widow and 
her mother, Mrs. John McQuigg, with 
Capt.: Jesse McQuigg and Capt. 
Brown’s children lived there, and 
there most of them died. 


ELISHA FORSYTH. 

One of the first comers to Owego 
in the days of its first settlement by 
white people was Elisha Forsyth. He 
was of Scottish descent, born. at 
Wyaliusinvg, Pa., Sept. 10,.1773, a son 
of Jonathan Forsyth, of Connecticut, 
who purchased land in the Wyoming 
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75 
walley of Pennsylvania under ‘the 
(onpectieut. tithe, and who in the 
Wyoming massacre lost everything 
he owned, escaping with his own life 
and the lives of his family. The fam- 
ily subsequently returned to Wyo, 
ing, where they vemained until peace 
was declared. Then they removed to 
Towanda, Pa., and thence up the Sus- 
quehanna river to Choconut, N. Y., 
Which was a little distance above the 
present village of Union on the 
easterly side of the river. The lor- 
sythes afterward removed. to. Geneva, 
where Jonathan Forsyth died in 1788. 


The’ next year Iclisha Forsyth, who 
was now sixteen years of age, re- 
turned to Choconut, where he attend- 
ed school. He was Hving. there in 
1794 when he married Freelove: Park. 
daughter of Capt. Thomas Park, who 
was the earliest settler at Park set- 
tiement on the west side of the Owe: 
go creek, near Fleningville. © Previ- 
ous to his marriage he worked eight 
months at Catskill learning the -car- 
ponter’s trade, and. afterward came 
to Owego. He assisted in framing 
the: first frame building erected here, 
and he built the first ark made on the 
Susquehanna river. ! 


Capt: Thomas Park’s’ father was 
also named Thomas Park; and. there 
were four of that namie in suecession,. 
Hie was born: in Connecticut March 
19, 1744. He came with his fanrily in 
the summer of 1787 to Catskill, Nee eu 
where he lived two years. In the fall 
of 1789 he removed to Vestal, Broome 
county, and in the spring of 1797 he 
came to Park settlement, where he 
settled permanently, building a saw 
mill and clearing a farm. Capt. 
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Park’s ‘wife. was . Hannah Niddis, 
widow of Ilugh Iiddis. They were 
Married in 176$. They had one SOM, 
Capt Daniel R.° Park, -and  -eight 
daughters. When the faniily came to 
Park settlement in date e, | Coie. alae ae 
Park was twelve: years Old. Ile. was 
i sollier in the war of 181z. THe died 
in the town of Candor, April A ASE. 

Capt. Thomas Park was a sen Cap 
tain and privateeersnian in the revo: 
lulionary war. He died 19 Nov., 182s. 
Hlis wife, Hannah Park, was born 25 
dan. 146, aid died 25. June, 1828. 

Misha: Forsyth spent the. ¢reater 
part Of his life lumbering and farm- 
ing. «Jie died at Park settlement 
March, b, oD8p7. lis wife, Freelove 
orsyth, who was born ’19 Sept., IEG, 
died Oct. 21, 1862,; Fhe -ehildren of 
ilisha and. Kreelove (Park) Forsyth 
were as follows: 

1. Catherine Forsyth,born 18 Sept. 
dio, at Union... Married Nathaniel] 
Webster, Died 21: Nov., “1884. 

2, George Forsyth, -botn 2° July;, 
Loe: Pis* first) wife was Mary Chayp- 
nian .and his. second Rachel Putfer. 
lic- died in Owego .5 Oct., 1876. 

ae Sha MOS Vth wr, Der old 
Reb, f[sOL-  Marrred . Wealthy Law- 
rence, or Newark Walley, 1: Web: 1827. 
He died in Owego 14 EFeb., 1S87t38; she 
Li ec: 1840. >ikdisha. orsy th, It., i) 
the’ civil war was Afe “(major of the 
ovth regiment, New York’ engineers: 
ee Azer Marsyvthi. born. 27--. Oet. 
MS0By DER .20, April, 1863, in H)nrira. 

oe laxveri¢nee “Korsyth, “born: 17 
Sept., 1806... Married. Martin Smiith. 
Pied at Sparta; SViss, 6 Dec.,; 1852. 

oe Gipert atorsyth “bora: + “Oct., 
180s. Died 29 “Nov., 1840. 

7. Kidridge Forsyth, born 5: Ang., 
sie. LHeee 3G. April, 1889: His first 
Wife was Mary A.“isher, and his sec: 
ond. Manice A. Tyler. : 

Gilbert and Azor Forsyth were por- 
trait painters; the other brothers 
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were house painters. Gilbert lor- 
syth was possessed ‘of much talent 
es Sy GL, dn his youthful 
days he. and Vhomas. LeClere, who 
later become one of the most cele- 
‘brated portrait: painters in America, 
were boys together at Park settle- 
inent, 

Thomas LeClere was a son of Louis 
LeGlere and was born in J818-in a 
small house, just .abovervthe, Owego 
creek bridge in the town of Candor, 
bout a mile below the Flemingville - 
ehureh. When a child he exhibited a 
taste for portrait painting. His first 
productions were painted from paint 
made by squeezing the juice of poke- 
berries and green grass together, and. 
with this kind of pigment he painted 
his first pictures. His first attenipt 
at portrait painting was made when 
whe was only nine years of age with a 
mixture of lampblack, Venetian red, 
aund white on a plece of pine board. 
Widridge Forsyth assisted young Le- 
Clere in mixing his first colors. These 
two painters alterward wet in dif- 
fercnt directions. “One came to Owe- 
vo and painted houses at from twenty 
to fifty dollars a house; the. other 
went to New York city and painted 
portraits at from five to ten thousand 
dollars a head. 

in 1832 touis leClere removed 
with his family to London, Ontario. 
in Pebruary, 1844, Thomas LeClere 
returned to Owego and opened i 
studio over the Gazette office in. a 
two-story wooden building, which 
stood on the south side of Front 
street, just west of Park street, where 
he painted portraits ‘and gave instruce- 
tion in oil painting and pencil draw- 
ing. He remained here only a short 
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tiie ald went to New York. He 
Hever returned to Owego but once. 
fn YSS2 he came to visit his birthplace 
and to call on soine of the people he 
had Known in his boyhood days. 

White he was living in Owego he 
painted the portraits of various ‘peo- 
ple, The execution was rough, byt 
the likenesses were excellent. - He 
“vautued distinction after going to New 
Pork... He. pamied the portraits of 
Hadwin Booth, Daniel. S. Dickinson, 
President .Millard Fillmore, Bayard - 
Dpayier, “Cater Justice Laney, Wii: 
Cullen Bryant, and inany other men 
of eminence, and at the time ‘of his 
death an almost finished portrait. of 
Gen. Grant, for which he was to have - 
received $10,000, was in his. studiv. 
Ameo oO Was UWice Rrarried, tie dred at 
BRywthertord Pauk, Ny J,,, Nov. 26, 1882. 
Hie left six children, one of whom, i“ 
daughter, was’ the wife of Wm... H. 
Beard, the famous painter of animals 
in grotesque and humorous situations 


Gilbert Iorsyth went to New. York 
city, where he: was employed as a@ 
seone painter at  Niblo’s “ parden 
iptres While thus employed he 
was Cheaged to g0, in 16Jz, to the 
Canary islands for the purpose of 
making sketches. of | scenery. ‘and 
painting them. He afterward went” 
amony the Indians of Upper Canada 
for the same purpose... Later he re- 
turned. to. Owego, and subsequently 
went to Elmira, where he was taken 
ill. He returned. to Park settlement, 
where he died at his father’s home 
November 29, 1840. i 

An interesting paper in the \Wis- 
consin state historical society’s col- 
lection, obtained by Lyman C. Draper, 
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the historian, trom the heirs of Judge 


Chas. Po. Avery,.0F Owego, is) the 
statement made in Owego in T8d4 by 


Misha Forsyth. The statement is as 
follows: | 


STATEMENT OF  ELISTIA FOR: 
SYTH, MADE EB. Di AS: 


“LT live in the town of Owego. ol was 
born In 1770-1777 in Connecticut. My 
father’s naire: was Jonathan, My 
grandfather was oa full-blooded Seotch-: 
mnman from Mdinburg.. Three brothers: 
John, Jonathan, apd “James came: 
My father lived below Shawiee,. just 


above -Nanticoke’ falls, and kept a 


publie house. My. first recollections 
are of that place. ; } 

“My father was in the battle and 
his house was burnt:in the affair of 
178 > as writings: were: then’ lost, 
His and other families went aboard 
OF a Durham boat at The time of the 
battle and pushed ou down and after. 
ward lived at Carlisle. My father 
escaped and joined his family. 

“Tl was quite a& boy when we eot 
ick fo Wyombis:  canie back in a 
boat. We emigrated fronr Wyoniing 
to, Towanda and then to, Choconui 
ly. bie. Deas. Car the’: try" I 


“WUSl have been SIX or seven 


vers old. «We siw nobody but tn: 
diats. One .-wih®. tran, Patterson, 
lived at Tioga Point and. my father 
let him have a quantity of provisions, 


.While he. (my father)-“was living at 


Towanda. My father left Wyoming 
On account of the Pennaimite war. 

“We were on the premises, near 
Gen'l Stoddard’s,before Amos Draper 
came into the country. © My. father 
gave. the Indians seven barrels ot 
corn per year for the use of the land. 
The Indians were settled all around 
us. We: were living: there when Mce- 
Master Game in. 

“Major Coe (from Wyoning) was 
then living on the south side of the 
river, opposite Mersereau’s flats. We 
then .removed above. Binghamton, up 
the Chenango. 
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“Ainos Draper lived upon the flat 
ealled the old Mersereau flat. 

“AMOS Draper was a nice man—one 
OF the finest. men in the world. |My 
father moved next-to Geneva, in three 
or four years, and he died there in 
17S, 1h the fall. We went fron Union 
In a boat to Tioga Point (some faim- 
lies were there then), thence up the 
Chemung: to” Horseheads, to Senéca 
hake, and thence to Geneva, where 
sonie people (VPuttle for one) lived. 
[le lives now on a corner of the farm 
Py haither’ bought . 1 ‘signed away .a 
(uit claim. for it after iy father’s 
death. My. ‘father’s children . were 
Alexander, Elisha, William, Azor, liv- 
Me iu. Michigan, th Prarie du Chien. 
and Hannah, wife of Alexander 
Hlewitt, 

“Ay mother married a man by. the 
hame of John Gausen. He: went. be- 
yond the Genesee and bought 600 
acres of land with the-nioney for the 
~tand which had been deeded after my 
fathers death to my mother. 1 lived 
there about one year after ny father’s 
Cent and: thet came to Jabez \Win- 
ships (then om the lower end of. the 
Mersereau flats.) © { recollect. being 
caught at his house when the water 
rose and stayed all night’ with him, 
and the next morning he took me on 
his back to the woods and built a fire 
aid warmed us. Eis family was not 
With him then. The next morning 
ny father took a canoe to look for me, 
and. Draper saw him and hallooed, 
and he took .me home. This) was 
ealled the ‘pumpkin fresh.’ He lived 
at that place with his family but one 
Summer; he then eame down here. 

“The man Patterson who lived at 
Tioga. Point and .whom my ‘father 
helped came down from the Che- 
hango, Where he had removed to, and 
came. down to..a meeting at his 
father’s house; all the inhabitants of 
the country gathered to it. The man 
then ignored the charity of Mr. Ior- 
syth and it ended in- an encounter 
brought on by the insults of Patter- 
son. There must, have been a dozen 
or more people there to go to school. 
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The log school house was on the road 
back of the flat, up toward the creek. 
“Frou there ,f) cume to Work at 
Owego village’ at carpenter, and. 
joiner’s work. TI helped frame the 
first: building for a jail on the west 
side -of the public square, not. far 
Iron. Where the. church stands... Mr. 
Laning .moved it afterward and made 
it a part of the old tavern house, and 
it stood there. when it was burnt 
down. It was the barroom part. 

“PRere Was Wishaw dnlll. with the 
erist mill just below hidian> spring 
pucoupy by -Pixley: I-buill the: first 
ark that was ever made on this river, 
60 feet long, White oak tinrvber, calked 
und taned, for Judge Ashbel Wells, 
Me‘ ran wheat in it. 

“Old Captain ‘Thomas Park helped 
me bund it and 1} was foreman. Judge 
Wels had seen an ark. on the west 
branch and ciuie up to iny house. and . 
chalked it out. and .explained it. 1 
went wo work and built it. 

“Lt was living at Winship’s when 1 
Sot married.: + went to Catskill for 
eight imonths: and Jearnt ay. trade, 
then came back and married a daugh- 
ter of Captain Parks; was married at 
ol Years of age.” Sabin -taveht the 
first school at Choconut Li and 
Wi as a surveyor. 

“When we first started from Wyom- 
ing we expected to. stop at Towanda 
‘and piake a settlement. A’ family by 
the name of Fox came up with us 
froui Wyoming. They had lived there 
before the troubles several years, but 
the Indians drove them away. . But 
we did not remain at Towanda long; 
we went on further to Tioga. Point, 
and so to Choconut. When I came 
back from Geneva T, went down the 
river as: far as Towanda to see the 
same people we came up with, but | 
did not remain a great while. They 
were not relations of mine and so 1 
came on up to Jabez Winship’s. 

“We ground our meal by a hand 
mill. Some stones were used by Win- 
chell on the other side of the river 
on Choconut ereek. That was. the 
’ Brst -erist mill lr’ his: part "of the 
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country. This was after I came bitck 
from Geneva (not the first, the last.) 
My tather went first clear to Wilkes- 
sare to mrill. 

"Shen his “father eame back. the 
Shawnee Indians attacked him, burut 
his hay stuck. Ile fled to his canoe, 
sunk himselfinthe water from time to 
‘time as they fired nine rounds at him. 
Mex Cey he could not swin. Krank- 
lin’s faynily (were captured by the In- 
“dias. Sixty men went in pursuit and 
oVertook them just below Tioga Point. 
Miys.. Franklin) was shot. through ‘the 
head, and the’ Indians dashed the 
braius of the child out. The survivors 
were brought to my father’s house.” 

DH. .KLISHA BILLY. 

Ir. Wlisha idly, one of -the’ earliest. 
settiers in Owego, was born at Tvie, 
Ooi, tb 174s... Eis greatgrandfather 
Riehard Kly,. «a widower, who was 
born in T6hG, care from. Plymouth, 
Kagdand, to America between § 1660" 
and 1668 with his sons, William ana 
Richard, and settled at Lynie, where 
he. .dred) | in. Los4 His) eldest. son, 
Williain, had ten children, the fourth 
of whom was Daniel Ely, the father- 
Ok Dr. ‘Elisha.. Ely...: Daniel. Ely was 
married four times and had in all 
twelve .children,, five by his fourth 
wife, Ruhama. Lurner. The twelfth 
child was Dr. Elisha Ely. 

pe. lkly was a surgeon in the revo-- 
lutionary army, with the rank of cap- 
tain, / His -reeord, as it appears. in the 
llistorical Record of Officers of the 
Continental Army, 1775 to 1788, is as 
follows: ; i 

Klisha Ely (Conn.) Surgeon's mate, 
Toth Continental Infantry, 1 January, 
776... Surgeon 19th. Continental. in- 
fantry, 19 July to 31 December, 1 
Captani Oth Conn, 1 January, 1 
Resigned ‘28 August, 1780. 
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Dr. ily married Susannah. Bloomer, 
ae Rye oN. Ys. mM ATSt.: the ‘yvyeur’: fol: 
lowing his resignation from the army. 
Hie practised amedicine at Saybrook, 
Conn., until his removal to Owego, 
lle left Saybrook in the fall of 1748 
With $16,000 in his possession, with 
whieh be purchased two townships of 
lend in northern Pennsylvania under 
the Contectiouts tithe... Lhe ttle was 
in dispute between Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania curd was finally decided: 
fn favor of Pennsylvania, ~ conse- 
quently the purchasers under the Con- 
necticut title lost all they had. in- 
vested. 

Wher Dr. Bly cane to Owego he 
Was a etipple frou: wounds received 
while in the arnry. Ife came with his 
wife and their. eivht children. Phey 
came trom New York city to Catskill, 
by water, and their trip through the 
woods. from Catskill occupied six 
days. Shey came with a wagon,’ a 
yoke of oxen, a span of horses, and 
the first chaise ever. seen in this. sec- 
tion, bringing all the household goods 
they could carry. 

Dr. Way had intended to stay in 
Owego and practise medicine during 
the winter and eg) on.the next spring 
to Wellsboro, Pa., where the land he 
ad purchased was: situated. The loss 
of this -Penusylvania land = impover- 
ished him. His health bad been im- 
paired while in the army, aud in 1s01, 
three years atter his coming here, he 
died of consumption. 

After Dr. Ely’s death his) widow 
lived in the north side of west Front 
street in a house which stood -where 
the residence of John Jones now 
stands, and she remained there until 
her death on Jaly 21, T8232: 
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The, children of Dr. Elisha and 
Susannah. (Bloomer) Ely, all of who, 
except James Ely were born in Corn- 
neeticut,. were as follows: 

Ri NO FEla owe da! ETB. Oo Slo 
Was miarrie a to, Archibald, White, ‘of 
Owego, te died m New. York of: yel- 
low fever in; August, 1802. Her. see- 
ond husband was Abner Murray, of 
Abhy tis, Pas, to whomoshe was marrie al 
Hy fot. She died pp 1862, 

4 SUSAR Tey De ESO ied 


a Gilbert Bloonrer Ely, borin.1785. 
Married llizabeth. MeClain in 1809. 
Me: died In 1881 and she in 1825: 
Vee we CRU DOTTIE ERS Lett 
Owego and scttled in California. 

Seo SVs Aired’ Ely; ° bora i 
Oe tise Marviod: Ann §, Gregory 
hb 2600. He odied in, Owego. 27 Nov, 
LeG0, Gnd She 20 Jan. LS84. 

O° feward’ Shy: born J £791... Mia 
Hed Uranny: Avery, ef .Truminusbure. 
He died in Owego in 1844. 

i Blapeiel iky born: 1794. Neervied 
dann Carmichael in 1836. She died 
Lb Sept., V8, See 

wee AD aied “Mty, born L797." Married 
bana oridhey: Aselsey, of LHarttord, 
CoM. sec. tbe died) hy Owego 25 
Noy, E844. — Wate 

o. James Kly, born 1798: Married 
Cynthia, Bundy. He died in’ Grand 
raps. Mich, 20. Dee, 1862. 

Archibald” White, © who married 
NaC) Ely, came to Owego about the 
year 1800 and in the winter of 1800- 
OL owas a celerk “in Thomas Duane’s 
store. He was from the north of Ire- 
land, born in Belfast. When he came 
to America he landed. in Baltimore, 
Md. Thence he went to Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., where he beeome acquainted with 
Mr. Duane. (When, Mr. Duane came 
With his family to Owego in 1800 
White accompanied him. : 

White’s mother and William Patter- 
son, of Baltimore, the father of Mliza- 
‘beth Patterson, Prince Jerome Bona- 
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parte’s’ wife, were brother and sister. 
The only child of. Archibald and 
Naney (iMly) White was Maria Patter- 
son, White, who was married to -lélihu 
Parmenter, of Owevo. ‘Mr. Parmenter 
built: and conducted the tannery in 
the northern part of this villave, later 
known as the Deah-tannery, avd con- 
ducted: Tt watit his. death.” He was 
killed by the cars, ucar his: home, 
Hep. a0, Vata Oe owas, “about! 24 
years of age at the time of his death. 
Mrs. Parmenter dicd -17° June, 1860, 
aged 55 yours. 

‘The ily brothers were atk mer- 
chants. . Wilhan A. ly was early in 
life a clerk im Gen. Oliver Hunting- 
tom's “store. Ta December, 514, he- 
purchased for $500 the land on the 
south side of Main street: opposite’ 
nud east of North aveiue. - It ex- 
tended from fake street west to the 
publHe barying ground... The old bury- 
ing ground. oectipied all the land on 
Which. the telephone office and “the 
sheriffs residence now stand in Main 
street. and exfended south in Court 
street. to John t.. Taylors Jot, south 
of and adjoining’ the county clerk’s 
ofliee, | 
~ On the lot he purchased Mr. Ely 
built a two-story wooden building. 
whieh stood opposite north avenue oit 
the ground where J. S. Houk’s hard- 
ware store is now. 0 In this building 
Win. A. and James tly conducted a 
voneral mereantile business several 
years. The store was afterward. oc- 
cupied by Joln Elollenbaek, then by 
Ih. -B. Hurlbert," and tater “by “John 
Cameron as a grocery. It was burned 
Oct. 16,° 18 Td, 

In 1827, Wi. A., James, and Daniel 
Ely formed a’ new partnership and 
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did a general mercantile business ili 
a new brick building on the south side 
of Front street, two doors east of the 
bridge, This partnership was dis- 
solved in May, 1830, and Daniel Ely 
continued the business. William A. 
cand dames Ely at the ‘same. time 
formed a partnership with © Charles 
and Printice Ransom, under the firm 
name of Ely & Ransoms, which firm 
continued in existence until the end 
of the following June, when Charles 
kiansom withdrew from the partner- 
ship. Their store was east of and ad- 
joining that.of James Ely, who sold 
his stock to Heggie & Mack, in June, 
1831. James Kly was afterward a 
partner: of? Jonathan “Platt.. Their 
store was on the south side of Front 
street, opposite where Ahwaga_ hall 
how. is. 

William A. Wly was’at one time in 
business alone in Caldwell Row, a 
row of wooden shops, stores, and 
dwellings, which was burned in the 
ereat fire of 1849. It was on the 
north side of Front street and ex- 
tended from Lake street to the line 
between Ahwaga hall and the Ah- 
waga house block. 

Wlisha and James Ely at one time 
kept a hat store in Main street, where 
they bought furs and manufactured 
fur and wool hats and caps from the 
raw material. In the spring of 1819 
they sold the business to Col. Chas.. 
B.-Pixley. In manufacturing wool 
hats Col. Pixley was accustomed to 
dye them and then wash them in the 
sluiceway of the old mill of his father, 
Col. David Pixley, on the west side of 
the Owego creek, near the Indian 
spring, by putting them in the water 
with tongs. Elisha Ely later had a 
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hat store above the bridge in Front 
street. y 

William A. Ely built the briek 
house on the north side of Front 
street on the second lot east of Church 
street now owned and occupicd by 
Mrs. Henry Young.’ Vere he. lived 
until his death in 1863.) Mr. Kly was 
extensively engaged for several years 
in the manufateure of lumber, which 
was the most important industry here 
in his day. He was not only a promi- 
nent business man but.. was also 
active in public affairs. He was su- 
pervisor of the towh of Owego thir- 
‘teen years between 1824 and 1840. 

Janres ly lived on the north side 
of Front street, near William street. 
He removed to Grand Rapids, Mich., 
where he died in 1862. He was super- 
visor of the town of Owego in 1s44, 
1845, and 1852, and he represented: 
Tioga county in the assembly in 1851. 

Col. Daniel Ely lived in the hoise 
now occupied by Dr. J.T. Greenleaf in 
Main street. He was postmaster of. 
. Owego from Feb. 4,:1842, until his 
death in November, 1844. 

Gilbert and Daniel “Ely were both 
officers in the state militia. ulbert 
IKly was appointed ensign in Col. 
“Samuel Seymour’s regiment of in- 
fanary cine  280R. 4) dn, 1809 Jesse Mc- 
Quigg was appointed ensign “vice GQ, 
Iny, moved.” Daniel Ely in 1822 was 
captain of riflemen in the 145th regi- 
ment. 
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GEN. OLIVER HUNTINGTON. 

One of the earliest settlers in Owe- 
go and the first druggist here Was 
Gen. Oliver Huntington, who came at 
the age of 23 years with his wife and 
two children to this village from 
EeHington, Conn., in 1804, and. lived 
here during the rest of his life. 

At the northeast corner of. Front 
and Lake streets stood a- small 
wooden building, in which Gen. Hunt- 
ington established the first drug store 
ever opened in Qwego. An advertise- 
ment of his store, published in the old 
“American Farmer,’ may be of. in- 
terest here, as it is the first advertise- 
ment of a drug store published in 
this place. 

DRUGS & MEDICINES, KIC. 

Just received fyom New York and for fale by 
the fubteriber, a new and general affortiment of 
DRUGS & MIVDICINES. contifting of Opium 
camphor, jallap. cilomel, blue vitriol, fenni, 
rhubarb, &c.. with various others, too numerous 
tw be inferted in an advertifement, and all the 
Patent Medicines that are in moft efteem. 

Me Practitioners of Phyfie, and others, may 
be fupplied on as reafonable terms as can be 
obtained at Cattkill, or other places on the North 
soriver: OLIVER ILONTINGTON,: 

Owexo Village, July SISt, 1810. 

Gen. Huntington lived in a little 
red house which stood on: the west | 
side of North avenue, a little north of 
Main street. James A. Dean bought 
the: lot ‘in the spring of 1866; tore 
down the house and built a_ brick 
store on the site. This is the third 
store north of Main street and is sepa- 
“yated from the store south of it by 
a narrow lane. In the old red house 
Deacon Francis Armstrong lived for 
Many years. j 

In addition to his drug’ business 
yen, Huntington engaged extensively 
in shipping produce of various kinds 
down: the Susquehanna river, which 
stream was then the only outlet for 
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the. products Of this’ part’ of the 
country. 


In September, 1804, Gen. Hunting- 
ton had’ purchased property north of 
this Villuge, lying on the north side 
ofthe small brook known as the Hunt- 
ington creek; and which was: so 
named in honor of him. A little west 
of the highway now known as. North 
avenue he built a few years before 
his death a smiall. house, which’ is 
still standing, although somewhat ale 
tered from .its original proportions. 
There he lived during the rest of his 
life. This house was later owned 
and occupied by John James Beers,: 
and afterward the property was pur- 
-chased by iMphraim Tl. House. 


Gen. Huntington was appointed 
sheriff -of Broome . county. Feb. 24, 
1816, and held the office until June 
10, 1818. He was prominent in mili- 
lary. alfairs. olin Ps09 Wer was oap- 
pointed Second Major in Licut.-Col. 
Asa Camp’s regiment of New York in- 
faniry.° Phe Wewluiyear - he / was. pro- 
moted. to lieut.-Col. Commandant of 
the 53d “regiment, and - im: 1812 to 
Brigadier-General of the 41st brigade. 


Gen. Tluntington was a descendant 
of Simon and Margaret Ifuntington, 
non-coutformists,. who léft Mngland on 
account of religious persecution and 
caine to America in 1663 and setiled 
at Windsor, Coun. 


Gen. Huntingtoh was. born Dec. 22, - 
1771, His first wife-was Abigail Tal- 
cott, daughter of Capt. Gad and Abi- 
gail Talcott, of Hebron, Conn. — She 
died in Owego June 18, 1815, aged 45 
years. Her body “is buried in. the 
Presbyterian church yard. His second 
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wife was Mrs. Richards, a sister of 
Saniuel Avery. 

Gen. Huntington died Noy. 13, 1823. 
Although he was only 52 years of age 
at the time-of his death he had been 
commonly known on account of his. 
venerable appearance as “old Gen, 
Hautington.” The children. of Gen. 
Oliver and Abigail (Taleott) -Hunt- 
ington were as follows: 

1. Abigail > Huntington; . born : -25 
Sept., 1796. Married Henry Gregory 
10 Feb., 1818. They lived at Ithaca. 

2. Wait Talcott Huntington, born 
ave Miington, Conn,’ 9: May, 1798. 
Married Saphronia Carter, of Aurora, 
WN. ¥ 4-11, March, 1840, 

vo. Orestes Lynde Huntington, born 
at Miington, Conn., 22 wiarch, 1803. 
Married. Harriet Terrill at Ithaca, N. 
Y. We was a cabinet maker. 

4. Horatio Lord Huntington, born 
at Owego, 14 Deec., 1805. Married, 
Ann Turner at Adams, Tl., 31. May; 
1839. 

& Harriet Huntington, born at 
Owego. 3) March, 1808. ° Married 3 
May, 1833, to Wm. : Townley. ‘They 
lived at Albany, I]. 

“6. George Oliver Huntington, born 

at Owego 7 Oct., 1810.. Married Cor- 
nelia DekKrafft, of Washington, D. C.,, 
at Quincey, Ill., 21 May, 1840. 

Wait T. Huntington, the eldest son 
of Gen. Huntington, removed from 
Owego to Ithaca, where he taught | 
school for a short time... Then he en- 
paged in the mercantile business and 
conducted a brewery, and became. a’ 
man of considerable prominence. He 
was elected clerk of Tompkins county 
in 1837 and served three years. He 
was clerk of the town of Ithaca in 
1826 and 1832, and president. of the 
Village in 1884 and 1835. He was also 
elected a justice of the peace in 185). 
In 1860 he removed to New York city, 
Where he engaged in the manufacture 
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olf the now popular calendar. attach- 
ment for clocks, 6f which he was the 
iuventor. fle for several years held 
a position in the New York post. of- 
fee, Which he resigned iy March, 
1878, in order to spend the rest of his 
life in peaceful retirement. ‘He died 
vat: the -honre’ “ob his) “daughtér at 
Moravia, No Yi; fan 8) 1881, aged 8&2 
years, 
JOHN HOLLENBACK. ° 

John Hollenback was one of the 
early merchants of Owego. He was 
a large owner of timbered property,.a 
manufacturer of lumber, and a man of 
extensive business transactions. He 
Was a son of Geo. Hollenback, of Mill 
‘Creek, a place situated about a mile 
above Wilkes-Barre,Pa., and was born 
November 2, 1780. He came. to Owego 
in 1801 or’ 1802 and began a general 
mercantile business. His first store 
was on the south side of Front street, 
above Lake street. At night he slept 
on a side sole leather on the counter — 
of his store. _ 

Mr. Hollenback was successful in 
wall his: wadortakings.. he) invested, 
“laurgely in real estate. In 1805 he 
owned two hundred acres east of 
Paige street, and in 1815 he was the 
possessor of $564 acres, comprising 
nearly all the land bounded west. by 
a line east of Paige street and ex- 
tending a litthe east of the Little Nan- 
ticoke ereek. At the time of his 
death in 1847 he owned about. 2.000 
acres. of land: dua: body, in-and near 
Owego village, . together with © his 
father’s homestead at Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. ai | 

In 1813 or 1814 Mr. Hollenback had 
the lease of the Onondaga and Mon- 
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tezuma salt works. In 1814, at: the 
close of the war of 1812 he owned all 
the salt that was in the market and 
had it stored in arks on the Susque- 
hanna river at Port Deposit, Md. 
This salt was held from $16 to $20 a 
barrel. Had the war continued a few 
months longer he would have made a 
clear profit of $40,000, but peace was 
declared Dec. 24, and the price fell so 
low that Mr. Hollenback lost about 
920,000 on his investment. 

Soon after. this Mr. Hollenback 
opened a hardware and tin store: in 
James Pumpelly’s ‘two story wooden 
building, Whieh stood on the north 
side of Front street,,a few rods west 
of Paige -street. The upper part of 
the building was occupied by Stephen 
B. leonard as the publication office ot 
the Owego Gazette and as a post of- 
fice, Mr. Leonard being. the postmas- 
ter. This store, which was then cori: 
sidered “out of the village,’ was at- 
terward. converted into a. dwelling 
house and is now occupied by A. C. 
Burt. 

Abour the year 1832 Mr. Hollenback 
moved down into Judge Drake’s store, 
which stood on the south side. of 
Front street, opposite Lake street and 
was on the site of the present Central 
drug store. There he remained three 
or four years, and thén removed to 
the store that William A. idly had 
“puilt and occupied on the south side 
of Main street,opposite North avenue. 

In 1840 he removed once more, this 
time into the. Camp store, which stood 
on the south side of Front street, a 
little west of Park street. A_ little 
later he removed up the street to 
Charles Pumpelly’s old .store, which 
stood opposite where the Ahwaga 
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house now stands, and there he. con- 
tinued the mercantile business until 
his death, June 13,1847. 

soon after coming: to. Owego Mr. 
VWollenbaeck established a. branch 
store at ihaca, i. S04, which’ was 
Managed by a man named Isaues. 
io Molen baer was’ "a ane Ot 
strong determination and extraordi- 
hary energy of character. In-“his 'cen- 
tennial history of Tioga county, pub- 
lished iy 9876, Willtam «f° Wainer 
wrote of Mr. Hollenback as follows: 

iad this’ gentleman lived. at. a 
time when military leadership . was 
demanded, he would  unqestionably 
have made one of the ablest com- 
nianders who-ever led an army. He 
dealt largely ‘im the purchase. and 
manufacture of lumber, His impaired 
hearing forced him to withdraw from 
social life, and he devoted himself 
assiduously to his extensive business. 
Those, however, who had aceess. to 
him. in his home cirele, found him a 
genial man and an accomplished con- 
versationalist. fle .. was . well in- 
formed, and Kept abreast with. the 
foremost in all matters of general in- 
‘terest, although seemingly absorbed 
in- business matters.” : 

While conducting the Ithaca store 
Mr. tlotlenback had some trouble 
With Eleazer Dana, one of the’ early 
lawyers in Owego. In order to annoy 
Mr. Llollenback Mr. Dana waited ul- 
til he had left town and got nearly to 
Ithaca, when he served -a summons 
upon him and caused lis immediate 
return. to Owego. 9 Mr.- Hollenback 
was so’ infuriated at this summary 
action that he attacked Mr. Dana with 
a cowhide. Mr..Dana sued him for as- 
sault. and recovered $8300 damages. 

When Mr. Hollenback began busi- 
ness in Owego he could not agree 
with. one of his rivals in the twercan- 
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tile) business. ‘He’ ’employed many 
men in making arks and rafts of lum- 
ber, but for some tnknown reason the 
men would leave his employ abruptly 
when he most needed their services, 
and would make no explana- 
tion for their course. Minally 
one. man was. candid enough to 
inform him that his rival in busi- 
hess was the cause, he telling the 
men that Mr. Hollenback was. irre- 
sponsible and they would not receive 
their wages. Mr. Hollenback, with 
his rawhide, went to his business 
rival and threattened to use the whip 
over his shoulders should there be 
any repetition of the trouble. It is- 
needless to say that he was subjected 
to no further annoyance. 

Mr. Hollenback was a hard worker 
himself, and would employ none who 
was idle or lazy. It ‘is related of him 
that When an appHcant for work came 
to him he would examine the seat of 
his’ trousers: If it. was’ patched or 
worn, he would give him no employ- 
ment, 

Mr. Hollenback lived in a house’ 
which stood on the north side ‘of 
Front street, on the third lot west of 
Paige ‘street, ‘later owned by his 
brother-in-law, William Pumpelly. 
The house stood so near the -strect 
that when Front street was regularly 
lnid out and straightened by.a ‘sur- 
veyor, the house was left close. upon 
the sidewalk.. This house, which was 
a large one, was Several years after- 
ward cut in two, moved away, and 
converted into tenant houses. 

Mr. Hollenback’s wife was Susan 
Welles,. daughter of George and Pru- 
denee (Taleott) Welles. They were 
married Sept... 24, 1805. She was 
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born Jan. 10, 1783, and died: in Owego 
Keb. 7, 1863. Geo. Welles’) wasva na- 
tive of Connecticut, who settled at 
Athens, Pa., about the year 1800. 

The portrait -.of, Mry..Hollenback, 
which illustrates this article, is from 
a photograph taken .by, Mr. -LaSon 
fro an oll painting. The painting is 
the work of Mrs. Hollenback’s sister, 
Miss M. A. Welles, Who afterward be- 
came Mrs. Wim. Pramapelly... The paint- 
ing was: owned by’ the family of Geo. 
W. Hollenback for many years, ‘and 
it 1s now -the property of Frank. MM. 
- Baker, of Owego. 

some tinre previous to his death 
Mr. Hollenback had @xpressed his in- 
tention of founding some kind of .a 
public institution in Owego, by whieh 
his name would be handed down to 
posterity, and he had made a partial 
will to that effeet; but he was taken 
ill while his nephew, Geo. W..THollen- 
back, who for many. years had had 
almost entire cha ‘ge of his extensive 
lumber business, was down the river, 
and, at. the last moment, .being, un- 
able to carry his intention into, cifect, 
he devised the greater portion of his 
large. estate: to his. nephew, .at. the 
same time leuving a portion of the 
property: in trust for- the support of 
his widow during her life. _ 

At the time of his. death Mr.. Hol- 
leniback had one brother, Matthias 
lloHenback, Myving at Wilkes-Barre, 
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GEORGE W. HOLLENBACK. 

The first Hollenback in this country 
of whom there is) any record was 
George Hollenback, a sturdy Dutch- 
man, Who settled in Wyoming county, 
Pa. He had a. son, John Hollenback 
(1), who was born about 1720, whose 
wife was Eleanor Jones. Their echil- 
dren were George, Matthias H,, and | 
John Hollenback (2). : 

George Hollenback’ was the father 
of John Hollenback, the Owego mer- 
chant. | 

Matthias H. Hollenback, a promi- 
nent business man of his day in Penn- 
sylvania, had three children as ftol- 
lows: 

Eleanor Jones Hollenback, who 
married Charles f.-Welles, of Athens, 
Pa. i i 

John Welles Hollenback. ane 

Mary Ann Hollenback, who married 
Gen. John, Laning, one of the. early 
merchants of Owego. 

The third brother, John Hollenback 
(2) had a son also named John Hol- 
lenback (3), who was the father of 
aeo. W. Hollenback, of Owego. This 
John Hollenback (3) was born Oct. 
44, 1775, at Martinsburg, Va., under 
the rule of King George IIL., but the 
family were uot enthusiastically loyal 
subjyects. In 1783, after the declara- 
tion of peace, his parents removed to 
Morgantown, West Virginia, and in 
1793 to Wilkes-Barre, Pa. .He was 
engaged for his uncle, Matthias Hol- 
lenback, in trade along the Susque- 
hanna river in 1796.. The next year’ 
he came up the river in a Durham 
boat and established a shad fishery 
at Wyalusing, the first in that part of 
the country. He.soon afterward re- 
turned down the river with his boat 
heavily Jaden with salted shad. In 
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1801 he opened a store at Wyalusing, . | 
which was cousidered a marvel at the 
time, as he brought 2,400 pounds of 
goods from Philadelphia «in wagons 
to Middletown,. where they were 
loaded. on boats and pushed up the 
river. Mr. Hollenback. died at. Wya- 
lusing March 138, 1867, aged 91 years. 


Geo. W. Hollenback who was the 
oldest one of John Hollenback’s | fif- 
teen children, was born Aug. 25, 1806, 
at Wyalusing and came to Owego to 
attend school in 1816, at ten years 
of age, and remained here during the 
summer. December o, 1828, he came 
again to Owego to live, and was 2 
Clerk in his uncle, John Hollenback’s, 
store until August, 1851. In Decen- 
ber, 1838, he again returned to Owego 
to resume his duties as his uncle’s 
clerk, and he lived here all the rest 
of his life. 

Krom six. to nine months each year 
his time was oceupied up and down 
the Susquehanna. river attending ‘to. 
. his. employer’s Tuber business. In 
the fall of 1847, after John Hollen- 
back’s death, he entered Into partner- 
ship with Wilhtam dt. Bell in the mer- 
cantile and Jumber business and the 
partnership continued twenty years. 


Wim. H. Bell was a son of William 
Bell, a farmer, who lived on the West 
Owego creek, about six miles north 
of Owego, where he was born, Nov. 
18, 0811.) At tueearly. age he entered 
the store of Martin & Andrews at 
Wysox, Pa., as a clerk. He atterward 
cane to .Qwegeo, and “was )tor three . ; 
years a clerk in David P. Tinkham’s 
store. He was next employed in the’ 
same capacity in the stores of John 
Hollenback and Platt & Ily. 
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In 1837, Mr. Bell in company will 
Daniel G. Taylor and W.:C. Taylor, 
purchased the store ‘of Platt & Ely. 
and condueted the business under the 
firm name of Taylors & Bell until Jan. 
26, 1839, when: Mr.. Bell sold his in- 
terest to his partner, who continued 
under the name of D, G. & W. C. Tay- 
lor. heir store was. on the south 
side of Front street, the third store 
east of Lake street. “Mr. Bell after- 
ward became teller of the old Bank 
of Owego. Sept. 20,1841, he lett the 
bank to return to the mercantile busi- 
ess, having purchased W. C. Taylor’s 
mnterest Hy the store! The new. firm 
of Taylor & Bell continued until Nov. 


(h, 1847, when Mr. Bell. purchased his. 


partner's. interest. 

Jauuary .b, 1848, Mr. Bell, Mir. Hol- 
lenback, and Jacob Hand formed a 
partnership and began a gencral luin- 
‘ber business in connection with their 
store under the firm name of William 
H. Bell & Co... They owned a large 
saw mill on the south side of the 
river, a little below the mouth of the 


Owego creek, and a large timber tract . 


in the southern part of the town of 
Owego. After the burning of their 
store in the great fire of 1849 they 
-erected a three-story brick. store—the 
sixth one above the bridge—into 
Which they removed in December, 
1850. The firin was dissolved Oct. 16, 


1855,) Mir. Hand retiring, and Albert. 


Newell was received into the partner- 
ship. Sept. 1, .1866, Mr. Newell re- 
tired from the firm. Jan. 10, 1867, the 
firm of Wm. H.:Bell & Co. was dis- 
solved and their property was divided. 
Mr. Hollenback took the store and Mr. 
Bell the mill and lumber tract. In 
August, 1870, Mr. Bell was stricken 
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With paralysis and renudcred entirely 
helpless and  incapaciated for busi- 
ness. He died at the home of his 
brother, Charles T. Bell, in east Main 
street, April 20, 1876. 

Mr. Hand came to Owego. in: 1829 : 
from Otsego county and entered the 
liinber business with John R.. Drake. | 
later purchasing judge. Drake’s in: 
icrest. He died in Owego April 27, 


W374, aged To: Years. 


Upon the dissolution of the spartner: 
ship. or Witham fk Bell. &. Cow Mae. 
Hollenback continued the mereantile 
business with two of his, sons, Geo. 
I, and John G. Hollenback, until the 
ball of- 187t, when they, sold their 
stock end direeted their attention to 
ihe: sale of croekery exclusively. © li 
October, 1873, they sold their stock ‘to 
Db. C. Tuthill and retired from busi-. 
hess, 

Por. niviaey years and until 1856 all 
the ground on the south side of Mroit 
street cast of Parke “street /was one 
vest luinber vard, where lumber was 
piled for shipment down the ‘Susque- 
hanna, while on the river it was being 
continuously made into rafts for ship- 
ment down to a imearket upon the first. 
rise of the water. | ; 

Mr. Hollcnback married Miss Jane 
Gordon, of Bradford county, Pa., in 
4837. She died ‘in Owego April 14, 
Sst. The family Hved several. years 
in the house which John Carmichact 
built on the Stephen Maek Jot in 
iront street. In the summer of 1833 
Mr. Hollenback built ‘the large brick 
house on the south side of Front 
‘street, east of John street, where he 
lived until his death on December od, 
187S8.- 
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Mr. [follenback was three years a 
member of the board of village trus- 
‘tees and president of the Village . of 
Owego in) 1854. -He was supervisor of ' 
the town of Owego in 1850, 1851, and 
Us5o. fe was a man of public spirit 
and did much to improve the eastern 
part of the village, laying out new 
streets and contributing to the ygen- 
eral iuprovement. 

Mr. tfollenback’s children were Wil 
iain H., George: &., ‘Charles E., and 
John G. Hollenback, and Misses Alice 
and Mary El. Hollenback. . 

The Taylors came to Owego from 
Horida; Orange county, N. Y.. Col. 
Win. C. Taylor entered Dr. Jedediah 
fay’s drug store as a clerk in: 1833. 
Daniel G. Taylor eame in 1836 and the 
brothers the next year entered. into 
the mercantile partuership with Wan. 
Hea elk Col Taylor was. fer: niany 
years station agent for the New, York 
and Irie railroad company at Jersey 
City. lie died April 9, 1892, in Brook- 
lyn,- aged 78 years. In: 1861 when 
“Gen. D. C. MeCaHum was appointed 
inilitary superintendent of the rail- 
rond sof the: United States;,. Win. C. 
Taylov was appointed manager of all 
the military railroads, to attend to 
their construction, repair, ete., with 
the rank of colonel. 

Daniel G. Tavlor lived during the 
Poites. Part-OL) iis Whe Mh Chicago. ail 
where he died April 28, 1898, aged Sv 
. years. 
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THOMAS COLLIER. 


Thomas Collier came to Owego with 
his tamily about the year 1808. He 
was born in Boston, Mass.,; Feb. 20, 
1761. His father, Richard Collier, was 
a brazicr. He began an apprentice- 
ship at the printer’s ‘trade in the of- 
fice of his uncle, Phoinas Draper, who 
printed One of the earliest newspa- 
pers in Boston. His aunt, Margaret 
Draper, an Mnglish woman, after the 
death of her husband, Thomas Dra- 
. per, conducted the newspaper estab- 
lishment in her oWn-name until the 
beginning of the revolutionary war, 
when, being a rovalist in her senti- 
ments, her paper was made the medi- 
tin OF royal denunciations against the 
‘rebels.’ » She suffered some’ pecuni- 
ary toss on aceount of her loyalty to 
the king and was compelled when. 
Boston was evacuated by the British 
to leave some of her ‘effects behind, 
and among them her printing estab- 
lishment, which fell into the hands of 
the “Yankee rebels.” On her return 
to england she was rewarded-with a- 
liberal pension from the crown. 


John Trumbull,the poet of the revo- 
lution, in his tamous “modern eépic 
poen,” MelkFingal, written in Hudi- 
brastie -verse and published in 1775, 
dinimortalized Mrs. Draper, speaking 
of her as “Mother Drapér” in. the 
first canto of the poem. The lines 
read as follows: 


Did not cur prave judge Sewall hit 
Phe sumaunit of newspaper wit, 
Killed every leaf of every paper 
Of Mills and Hicks, and Mother Draper, 
Drew proclamations, works of toil, 
In true sublime, of scare-crow style: 
Wrote farces, too, ’gainst sons of freedom, 
All for your good, and nowe would read tem, 
Denounced damiation on their frenzy, . 
Who died in Whig tmipeniteney ?” 
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‘Thomas’ Collier did not favor the 
cause of the rebels, so he left Boston 
with his father, under the permis- 
sion given by Gen. Gage after the bit- 
tle of Lexington: He soon entered 
the printing oflice of the “Norwich 
Packet,” a newspaper published at 
Norwich, Conn., . by Alexander and 
Janies Robinson and he later com- 
pleted his apprenticeship in the office 
of the “Gazette” at New Haven, which 
Was published by Thomas Greene and 
was then the oldest newspaper, with 
one exception, in Connecticut. | 

While living. in Boston, before: the 
outbreak of hostilities, he witnessed 
some ot the most exciting events. 
He ,was present when the tea was 
thrown overboard into the harbor, 
and he became personally acquainted 
With many distinguished officers. 

Mr. Collier went from New Haven 
to Litchfield, where he conducted the 
“Litchfield Monitor,” a good old- 
fashioned, ' orthodox, federal paper, 
until 1807. Several writers of a high 
order of talent were among its cor- 
respondents, and the paper ranked 
aniong the leading journals of the 
union. ” 

At this time Rev. Azel Backus, of 
Bethlehem, afterward president otf 
Hamilton college, who was a contribu- 
tor to the paper, was indicted with 
“Mr. Collier at the same term of the 
district court for libelling Thomas Jet- 
ferson, then president of the United 
States. They were arrested soon 
after Jefferson’s election by a mar- 
shal and taken to Hartford, one for 
preaching and the other for publish. 
ing “false, Scandalous, and defama- 
tory matter.” Mr. Collier took his. 
presses and type to the jail at Har- 
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ford, where with Dr. Backus as col-. 
laboratory, he issued a paper which 
nade the air of the nutmeg state blue 
with his denunciations of Jefferson. 
Dr. Backus was the grandfather of 
Charlie’ Backus, the famous negro 
Ininstrel and comedian, 


While still conducting the ‘lLiteh- 
ficld Monitor” Mr. Collier established 
the. “Gazette” at: Troy, Ne -Y.. which 
passed into the hands ot Wright 
Goveneur & Stockwell. One of the’ 
members of this firin, John C. Wright, 
Inarried a daughter of Thomas Col- 
lier, 


When the Colliers came to Owego 
they at first lived im .a red: house, 
which stood where F. C. Hewitt’s 
residence now is, near the southeast 
eorner of Front and Church streets. 
The ColHer children were John <A.. 
James, Daniel, Hamilton A. Mar- 
garet,. aud Nancy pCollier... hey at- 
terward removed to a house which 
stood on the north side of Main 
street, where Dr. D. S. Anderson’s 
house is now, and there Mrs. Collier 
eonducted a private school tor chil- 
dren. James and Daniel Collier te- 
moved to Ohio. 

Thomas Collier removed with his 
family to Binghamton’ about 1827. 
That year -John*.Ai/; Collier built: a 
house in Franklin street in that city 
in which his parents lived the rest of 
their lives. In 1828 he became asso-— 
ciated with Abial C. Cannoll in the- 
publication of the “Broome County 
Republican,” which had been estab- > 
lished in 1828 by major Augustus 
Morgan. Yannoll & Collier published 
this paper: until 1830, when Mr. Col- 
lier was succeeded by Edwin TY 
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livans, Mr. Collier died in ‘Bingham- 
ton in 1842. 

John <A. Collier, who became the 
INost) prominent. of Thomas Collier’s 
sons, was’ born Noy. 13, 1787, at Litch- 
field,;-Conn. He was graduated from 
Yale college, studied law at. Troy, and 
cae to Owego. for the purpose of 
practising his chosen profession, but 
there were at that time tewer. law- 
yers in Binghamton than itt 
Oweso, so he went to Binghamton in 
Isuy, where he became one ot the 
foremost lawyers in this part of the 
state. He -was district attorney of : 
syoomne county ih 1818, and in. 1830 
he was elected to Congress. In 1844 
he Was eleeted comptroller of the 
stute. During: the. presideney of Mil- 
lard (illmore he was offered the eol- 
lectorship of the port of Sankran- 
cisco, but declined it. He.died in 
Binghamton Mareh: 24, 1873. 

When Mrs Margaret Draper. went 
to. England she. took with her her 
niece, a sister of Thos. Collier, then 
a little girl. The niece lived with her 
aunt in london until she was grown, 
and then married: a man named HMani- 
ilton, who was for some time clerk of 
the house of lords. It was in honor 
of him that Hamilton A ‘Collier re- 
ceived his name. . 

Hamilton A’ Collier opened a gen- 
eral county store in the fall of 1823 
in the white store at the northwest 
corner of Lake and. Front streets. 
The next spring he removed to the 
south side of Front street opposite 
where, the Ahwaga house now stands. 
He later removed into judge Drake’s 
building, Opposite Lake street. In 
1827. he removed to Binghamton and 
began the study or law in the oliice 
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of his brother, John A Collier. In 
1829 he was admitted to the bar. He 
Was district attorney of Broome 
county from April 10, 1833, to the 
20th of the following May, and aguin 
irom: Dee. 1, 1887, tai@eb). ty bSA2. 
He was appointed surrogate in I*eb- 
ruary, 1840, and held the oflice four 
years. He subsequently removed. to 
Oberlin, Ohio, where he died in. 1865, 
MAJOR HORATIO ROSS. 

Major Horatio Ross, a bachelor, 
was fifty years old when he came to 
Owego in 1805. He was accompanied — 
by his two maiden sisters,’ Misses - 
Margaretta A. and Nancy Ross. They 
came from Frederick, Maryland, with 
ninety thousand dollars in their pos- 
session, of which sum each owned 
~30,000. The father of the Rosses 
owned one of the largest iron works 
in Virginia and. was a man of great 
wealth. 


Major Ross and his sisters brought 


two slaves with then. He began a 
general mercantile business here and 
made large investiments. He  pur- 


chased land on the. south = side of 
rout street, ‘west of the west line of 
lake street. On the lot how occupied 
by the fifth store west. of the. Lake. 
street line he built a large wooden 
store and painted it red. The build- 
ing Was two stories high in front and 
three stories in the rear, and back of 
it on the river was a wharf, where 
produce, etc.,. were loaded into arks 
and shipped down the Susquehanna 
to a market. t 

Major Ross- was unsuccessful in, 
-business and in 1818 he failed, losing 
all his own money and that of his 
two sisters also. His real estate was 
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all sold on a mortgage foreclosure 
in Pebruary, 13819. His store was 
subsequently occupied by W. T. Coit, 
dealer in dry yoods,. groceries, and 
crockery. In the winter of 1826-27 
the. building was) burned. 

Among Major’ Ross's clerks were 
Charles Taleott, who afterward be- 
came one of the most suecessful mer- 
chants in Owego; Chas. Trowbridge, 
Who went from Owego, to Detroit 
Mich., and John J. McDowell, who in 
1330 and. 1831 represented Tioga 
county m the assembly. After his 
failure in. business Major Ross con- 
tinued his*resideuce here. He ‘had 
charge of the Tioga county clerk’s otf- 
flee as, deputy clerk from 1823 -until 
his death in 1828. : 

Major Ross was a polished south- 
ern gentlemen-of the old school, ard 
he lived in a@ manner comimensurate 
with his wealth. With his sisters he 
occupied a large white house which 
stood. on the north side of Main 
street;- nearly opposite Park street. 
This house was later owned and o€cu- 
pied by the widow of Gen. John Lan-. 
ing. ; ; 

In June, 1805, Dr. Samuel Barclay 
purchased the lot on the northwest 
corner of Iront and Ross strects of 
Jobn . Hollenback. There was no 
Ross.street there then. Dr. Barclay 
gave a mortgage for a part of the 
purchase. The mortgage was -fore- 
closed Oct. 10, 1807, and Major Ross 
purchased the property for the third 
one of his sisters, Mrs. Arianna Steu- 
art. The house that Dr. Barclay had 
built thereon was occupied by Major 
Ross and his sisters, and when. Ross 
street was opened it was named Ross 
street in his honor. This house was 
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for many years after Major koss’s 
death the residence of judge - Thomas 
Farrington and is now owned and oc- 
cupied by Mrs. Benj. W. Loving. 

While living mm, this,, house . Miss 
Nancy Ross died in. July, 1817, aged 
45 years, and her body is said to have 
been the first one buried in’ the 
Presbyterian burying. ground in Tem- 
ple. street. After her death Mrs. 
Steuart came fron) Maryland and 
ilved with Major Ross and his sister, 
Miss Margaretta Ross. Mrs. Steuart 
Was a woman ‘of wealth and: practi- 
cally supported the whole family un- 
til: Major Ross’s death in Novembet, 
bS28, at the: ace: of io yeats. His 
body is buried in the Presbyterian 
churehyard. 

In February, 1529, . after © major 
Ross’s death, Mrs. Steuart sold the 
Ross house to Charles Talcott, and 
‘then Temoved wither) sister, Mar: 
garetta, to Washington, 

Mrs. Steuart’s only child, Arianna 
steuart, becamenthe * wife of «Gov. 
Smith, of New Hampshire. it is said 
that thete was a fourth sister, Who 
became the wife of an Mneglish earl | 
"Phe portrait of Major Ross accom- 
panying this article is trom a photo- 
eraph made by: (MrealasSon. from. a 
water color owned by Wim. H. Ellis, 
The painting was given .by Major 
Ross to Charles Taleott and by- hin 
to Geo. B. Goodrich. ‘It is not known 
who the painter was, but he was an 
artist of good ability, as the portrait 
is a finely executed one. 
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HLEAZHR DANA. 

The first’ practising lawyer in Owe- 
go was Kleazer Dana, who came here 
in 1800 and who was the youngest 
son of Rev. Anderson Dana, who lost 
his life in-the massacre. of Wyoming. 

Rev. Anderson Dana was a grand- 
son. of Richard Dana, who was_ born 
Ine rance April. 15) 1612, and who 
died at Catmbridge, Mass., in - 1690. 
Jacob Dana, his son, who was. born 
in 1664, had a son also named Jacoh 
Dana, who was born in 1698. Rev. 
Anderson Dana: was a son of Jacob 
Dana (2) and was born in.17338.. Eis 
wile was Susanna Huntington. 

Rev. Anderson Dana. was a lawyer 
of handsome attainments. He removed 
in ATL, fone Ashford, Conn., to 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., where he became 
a clergyman and. was active in estab- 
lishing, free, schools... Jn April, 1778; 
‘he was eleeted a member to the gen- 
eral assembly, :-which met at “Hart- 
ford, ‘Conn.; in May. The Wyoming 
massacre Was On Hives, LETS: 

‘Mr. Dana had just returned from 
his duty as a member of the Hart- 
ford assembly. Ife mounted his horse 
aud rode from town. to towh, arous- 
ing the people for’ the’ coming con- 
Hiet.. Although exempt by law. from 
military duty, he entered. the ranks 
With his neighbors and rushed into 
‘the fray. He fell dead early in battle, 
brained by an Indian’s hatchet. Hlis 
son-in-law, Stephen Whiton, a. young 
schoolmaster from Connecticut, who 
had but a few weeks previous married 
Mir. Dana’s daughter, also fell. 

Soon after the massacre Mrs. Dana, - 
with, Mrs. Whiton, and Mrs. Dana’s 
seven young children, on foot and sul- 


» 


had 


ob bownnit: sin no & 


ate an, at wed ad 7 


m Ast i mh at 




























“Bebe ; 
eid. BW ‘aay. ae r 


WM ty: ay 


“bovome oH plipiewtee ner LR. : 
on <ehOD Lig a cnet Hi. me 
Sian ost coe oh. Se ; 


atk ta fous” rrew Ron es 
“palnet ayy: ae a i 
ett ibe oa 


i sue ‘Ao. ‘yodstesin a Hi 
copes aii badareeet : a 
AIO ut won! of ia 
id — ‘ods 


109 
fering many hardships, retumed= to 
her former home at Pomfret, Conn., 
after an absence of five years, 

Rev; Anderson Duna had. five sons. 
Que of them, Daniel Dana, was in 
school at Lebanon, preparing to cuter 
Yale college, at the time of his 
father’s death. ‘Ite afterward lived in 
this state. and’ was a judge of the: 
courts. 

Anderson Dana, Jr, was nine years 
old at the time of -the massacre. He 
afterward returned to. Wyoming to 
take charge of his father’s estate and 
lived on the homestead . until his 
death. 

Another son, Sylvester Dana, lived 
at Concord, N.. HH. 

Wleazer Dana, the youngest son, 
studied law in the office of Vincent. 
Matthews at New Town (now El- 
mira) and after his admission to the 
bar, In 1800, came to Owego, Where 
he beeame distinguished in his pro- 
fession.: 

fu September, 1806, he purchased 
the lot on the north side of Iront 
street, on -which the residence’ of 
Lewis. H. Leonard now stands... This 
property extended north to Main 
street, which was.then known as “the 
baek street,” and contained two acres 
of land. There was a barn on the 
west end of the lot and a small yel- 
low house, in which Mr. Dana lived 
several years. llis law ofliee was in 
a small building on the bank of the 
river on the opposite side of. the 
“street. Mr. Dana later built in the 
place ot the yellow house a large 
white house, In which he lived until 
his death in 1845.. 

Thomas [. Chatfield several years 
afterward becaine owner of the Front 
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street part of the property. He built 
the present large brick residence on 
the lot, after the Dana. house had. 
been removed to. the west side of Cen- 
tral avenue, where it was for several 
years’ the large doublé house in the 
row of old wooden buildings, a monu- 
ment to the architectural taste and 
‘thrift of Dr. James Wilson. 

Mr. Dana was a leading spirit in all 
public. affairs. He was one of the in- 
corporators of the old Ithaca and. 
Owego turnpike company in 1807, and 
one of the first commissioners of pub- 
lic schools in 1813. He was chosen 
to succeed Capt. Luke Bates as one 
of the trustees of Owego settlement 
in 1813. He was the second postinas- 
ter of the village, appointed April 28, 
(1802, and he held the office until May 
11, 1816. During his incumbency the 
office was kept at his, law office. He 
was one of the original trustees of 
the’ Presbyterian church in 1810, and 
held the office during his life. He 
was the first secretary of Friendship 
lodge, F. & A. M., in 1806. He was 
one of the first trustees of Owego 
When it was organized as a village in 
1827. and was also one of the trustees 
of the old academy from 1828 until 
his death. He was supervisor of the 
town of Owego in 1814, surrogate of 
Broome county in 1806, member of 
assembly in 1808-9 and district attor- 
ney of Tioga county from 1823 to 
1826. 

In the centennial history of Tioga 
county (1876). William F. Warner 
says of ‘Mr. Dana: “His tall and 
commanding figure and benignant 
features would have rendered him a 
noticeable person in any community. 
He was, above all, a just man, and his 
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life was marked by constant acts of 
beneficience.”’ 

_Eleazer Dana was born Aug. 12, 
Li(z. In October, 1801, he ‘married 
Mary Stevens. The children. of 
Kleazer and Mary (Stevens) Dana 
were as follows: 

1. Cyrus Dana, born 30 Sept., 1805. 
Married 20 Sept., 1827,. Elizabeth Col- 
lins Stockwell, who was born 1 Sept., 
1806, and died at Owego 27 July, 1847. 
He died 7 Dec., 1847, at Niles, Mich. 
Cyrus Dana was a lawyer and was 
admitted to the bar of Tioga county in 
1827. “i 
. 2. Alexander Hamilton Dana; born 
4 July, 1807. Married Augusta Rad- 
cliff 27 May, 1832. He removed to 
New York city, where he died 27 
April, 1887. 

3. Susan Huntington Dana, born 4 
July, -1807. Married Henry S. Wal- 
bridge 25 Dec., 1829, and died 15 Aug., 
1834. ee 

4. Laura Smith Dana, born 18 
July, 1810; died 14 July, 1828. 

5. Kleazer Stevens Dana, born 20: 
July, 1812; died’'1 Jan., 1818. 

6. Mary Stevens Dana, born May 

10, 1814. Married Edward Radcliff 14 
May, 1834. Died 9 Jan., .1841.. 
— 7. Charlotte Julia Dana, born 19 
March, 1816. Married George = H. 
Jerome. 9 July, 1847. Died’ 25 .Aug., 
L893. 

8. Helen Jane Dana, born 27 Sept., | 
1817. Married William Fiske Warner 
7 May, 1846. Died’ 31° Dec., 1885,. at. 
Waverly, N. Y. 


William F. Warner was for several 
years one of the most prominent resi- 
dents of Owego. -He was born Jan. | 
18, 1819, at Hardwick, Vt., and came 
to Owego in 1834 and entered William 
Pumpelly’s store as a clerk. He lived 
with Mr. Pumpelly’s family and soon 
became manager of Mr. Pumpelly’s 
business. Later he studied law in Col. 
N. W. Davis’s office and was admitted 
to the bar in 18438. He was for nine 
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years Col. Davis’s. law partner. and 
later a Meniber of the law firnis ot 
Warner, Tracy & Walker and Warner 
Tracy and Catlin. Mr. Warner was a 
‘lover of good literature, a student, 
and a man of fine culture and. taste. 
He travelled through Kvrope and 
wrote entertainingly of his travels. 
tle was. .one of the most public 
Spirited: imen in Owego. He organized 
the Owego gas company, of which he 
Was president, superintendent, and 
treasurer many years. He was clerk 
of the village from 1848 to 1854, and 
was the first president of the village 
elected direct by the people in 1854 
under the new charter, 7 ie” was.. re- 
elected in 1856 and 1857. 

NEY Warner, was an _— interested 
student of the history of this country, 
particularly of the Indian history of 
this vicinity. In 1876. he wrote by re- 
quest the centennial history of Tioga 
county. This was a remarkable un- 
dertaking. The time in which to ac- 
~ complish the work was necessarily 
limited, yet the work was successfully 
accomplished within: the time pre- 
scribed. Mr. Warner was also the - 
leading spirit in organizing “the cele- 
bration of the battle of New ‘Town 
and ~ erecting a@ monument in com- 
memoration thereot-in 1879. He died 
at Waverly Nov. 7, 1890. 

One of the law students in Mleazer 
Dana’s office was his nephew, Amasa 
Dana, who atterward removed to 
[thaca and became one of the most 
prominent men in Tompkins county. 
Hle was a son of Aziel Dana, who was 
a son olf Rey. Anderson Dana. 

When Gen. Sullivan had driven the 
Indians from the Wyoming valley, 
Mrs. Anderson Dana and her children 
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returned from Connecticut to her 
lonely home, year Wilkes-Barre. 
There Aziel Dana married Rebecca 
Cory, who had escaped the massacre, ” 
and there Almasa Dana was born in. 
L792. 

In TSO05, atter his father’s death. and 
When only twelve years of age, Amasa’ 
Dana walked from Wilkes-Barre to 
“Owego with his shoes hanging over 
his shoulder and his bundle of shirts, 
stockings, ete., over the. other shoul- 
der, to the home of his uncle, Hleazer 
Dana. We afterward studied law in. 
his uncle’s oflice. He held the office 
of district. attorney, first judge, and 
meniber of assembly of 'Pompkins 
county, and president of the village 
of Ithaca. He was a member of the 
20th and 28th congresses. He died at 
Ithaca Dec. 24, 1867. 

Wleazer Dana dicd‘in Owego May 1, 
Is45. His wife died Nov. 16, 1860, 
aged $2 yéars. , 3 

CAPT. ISAAC. BARTLETT: 

Among the mechanics who settled 
in Qwego in the early part of the 
eighteenth century were Capt. Isaac 
Bartlett and his sons Joseph and 
Robert S. Bartlett, blacksmiths and 
gunsmiths. Vhey came from Salis- 
bury, Conn. They are said to have 
come in TS13. ~ 

The family in America is descended 
from Robert Bartlett, who came from 
Hngland to Plymouth, Mass., in the 
ship “Ann” in 16238. One of his de- 
seendants, Sylvanus Bartlett, was a 
soldier in the revolution, and the lat- 
ter’s. son, also named Sylvanus, was 
the father of Capt. Isaac Bartlett. 

Capt. Bartlett. was born, at . Ply- 
mouth, Mass., and later lived at Salis- 
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bury, Conn., where his children were 
horn.” He “was. a: blacksmith and 
wagon maker, and two of his sons, 
Joseph and Robert’ S. Bartlett, were 
gunsmiths. The children were 
Joseph, Alvin, Robert S., Isaac. L., 
William B., Charles, Eliza, Abigail, 
aud Jerusha- Bartlett. AT) of the fam- 
ily did not come to Owego. ‘One of 
the daughters became the wife of 
James Weed, -who removed to Wi- 
hona, Minn., .and another married 
Chester J. Manning, who was. land- 
lord of the old Owego hotel trom 1838 
tv 1849, and who removed to Water- 
low, N. Y. 

Japt. Bartlett’s blacksmith and 
“wagon shop -was on the west side of 
Park street, near Main = street. In 
June, 1829, Joseph Bartlett had pos- 
session of the shop and tookasa work- 
ing partner Benjamin N. . Johnson, 
whom Capt. Bartlett reconnnended in. 
an advertisement.as “a gentleman re- 
eently from New kngland = of irre- 
proachable character, a first-class 
workman, Of industrious habits.” 

In October, 1830, Joseph and Robert: 
Bartlett purchased the lot on the east’ 
side of Lake street between the pres- 
ent post office building and the new 
Owego hotel, which they had occu- 
pie@ a few years. This lot had a 
front of fifty feet on Lake street and. 
was 115 feet deep. On the south end. 
of this lot was a blacksmith shop, 
said to have been the oldest one in 
the village, of which they had pos- 
session. The same month they~ pur- 
chased of Charles Pumpelly the. lot on 
the south side of Main street, . on 
which they built a house. 
This house. stood where the Central 
house barn was afterward built and 
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Where the new theatre is now being 
constructed. James Conklin’s wagon 
shop was between this house and the 
old tavern at the Lake street corner. 
There was in those days plenty of 
Wild game in the woods, which cov- 
ered inuch of the country, and there 
Was a good demand for guns, particu- 
larly rifles. "The barrels for the guns 
were mostly imported from Gerniany. 
Vhe process of drilling the barrels of 
a rifle by hand wiis a slow and tedious 
one, Usually taking two days. The 
stocks were cut into shape. with a 
drawing knife, tilted, polished, orna- 
mented with brass or iron work, and 
varnished, ; 
Joseph and Isaac Bartlett engaged 
ii the manufacture of guns. They 
removed to Binghamton in . 1829, 
Where they coutinued the manutfac- 
ture of fire arms. The engraving on 
the gun barrels was done by Isaac I.. 
Bartlett, who was: born-in 1818, the 
year his father and brothers came to 
Owego, and to perfect bim in this 
work he was. sent abroad by his 
older brothers to receive instruction. 
There was not aw suflicient home de-. 
piaad for all the guns manufactured 
by the Bartletts, and many were sold 
elsewhere. Joseph Bartlett some- 
limes loaded them in a stage and 
drove with them to Cincinnati, Ohio, 
the trip occupying. several weeks’ 
time. There they were shipped in 
boats and sent down the Ohio and 
Mississippi river to New Orleans.. 
This was in the dkitys When cash was 
searce and exchange of goods and 
commodities the rule, and the rifles 
were sometimes exchanged for west- 
ern horses, which were brought to 
Binghamton and converted into cash. 
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When the Barlett brothers removed 
to Binghamton their father renained 
in Owcgo and conducted: the black: 
smithing business until the fall of 
1885, when the Owego property was 
sold, and then, Capt. Isaac Burtlett 
removed also to Binghaniton. 

The business of ‘Mmanulacturing 
Klis by hand was discontinued _ be- 
tween 1800 and 1855, as the manufac- 
ture of guns by machinery had so 
greatly reduced the cost as to make 
hand work unprofitable. Joseph and 
Robert) S$. Bartlett purchased a farm 
at Port Dickinson where Joseph ‘and 
Capt. Isaac Bartlett lived the rest of 
“theiv. lives. | : 

Joseph Sartlett . was sheriff of 
svooine County trom 1844 to 1847 and 
Wiss al One tie saperintendent of the 
southern division of, the old Chenango 
canal, One of his sons was Rev. Wim. 
Alvin Bartlett, who was one. ot the 
first pastors of the Owego Congrega- 
tional church. As a boy in school he ° 
Was gifted. as an elocutionist. His 
career as a clergynian was remarka- 
ble. During. his, pastorate here. the: 
old chureh in Park street which was 
much larger. than the present one, 
was filled with large congregations, 
particularly on Sunday evenings, to 
listen: to his, sermons, which were 
preached with rare eloquence. He 
preached here from Sept., 1857, to 
Aug.,. 1858, and then went to Brook- 
lyn as pastor of the Elm Place Con- 
gregational church. He was_ atter- 
ward pastor of churches in Chicago, 
Indianapolis, and Washington. He 
has since retired from the ministry, 
and spends much of his time abroad. — 

Another son, Gen. Joseph J. Bart- 
lett, was promoted from captain to 
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ajor-goneral in the civil Weare. dnd 
Was afterward United States iminister 
to Norway and Sweden, 

Manert S. Bartlett died. .daly,, 21, 
1s$1, in -Binghanton, aged. 72. years. 
After the closing of the gunshop he 
Was for. more than twenty-five years 
a povernment mail agent on the Erie 
railroad... saae@ da Bartlett,, who was 
horn at salisbury. Wonar,,., due. , 20, 
Sts, and who. was associated with 
his. brothers in the gun factory, died 
in Binghamton Dec. 20, 188s. 

SAMUKIL AVIERY. 

Samuel Avery trom whom all the 
Owego Averys were deseended came 
here with his family in 1806. He was 
porn at Groton) Gonw, > Wet. (LG 1731. 
He purehbascd land in’ Pennsylvania 
under the Connecticut title, and, like 
many others, lost it. " 
he lg brother, Christopher “Avery, 
settled at Wyeotiiie, Pa. as early as 
770, Taye LE Oieristopher: .: Avery 
was appointed one of the four agents 
in ‘behalf ot the” ‘company nee 
settlers to attend the Hartford 
Conn.) convention. At the .time of 
ihe massacre, in, 1778, although ex- 
enipt by law, he took post beside his 
neighbors, went into the battle, and- 
wits. killed. 

Sanmel Avery was educated for a 
lawyer and. soon afterward ‘removed 
-to Westininister, Vermont. In Febru- 
ary, LSOL, he removed with his fam- 
ily to ‘Tioga’ ‘Point '(Athels)" "Pa: 
While living there, in 1802, he was 
one of the committee to settle the dif- 
ferences between Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania land companies... Here 
he purchased a large quantity 6f land 
and began improvemeuts, but Was 
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soon brought into ligitation with 
those who had purchased of the heirs 
ot William Penn. This was a long 
and costly suit, in which Mr. Avery 
Wess defeated, losing not only his land 
but his money also. It was from this 
expericuce that he wrote the same 
year a pamphlet relating to the: con- 
flicting titles of Connecticut and 
Pennsylvania under the title of ‘dhe 
Susquehanna Controversy lixamined, 
Done with ‘Truth and Candor.” — 


-\ Phe mext year he removed to Owe- 
vo. Three years later, August 4, 1806, 
he died here and his body is buried in 
the Presbyterian burying ground in 
Temple street. Samuel Avery’s wife 
was Mary Ann Rose, who was born at 
Westminister, Vt. Vheir children 
Were ws follows: : 


i eamuel “W. Avery, born. «22 
June, 1779. Married Eliza A. Wattles, 
daughter of Capt.’ Mason Wattles, at 

Owes Dec; L300. She died 10 Sept., 
Isl-+. He died at Nanticoke, N. Y.,. 7 
Dee., 1828. 

¥. Mary Ann Avery, born 4 May, 
lvel. Died in Vermont, unmarried. 

3. John Humphrey Avery, born 4 
NOV., 1ioc.. Died, atl Owego 1. Sept., 
tte 

4, Hranees ‘Avery; born 9 Sept., 
1785. Married Charles Pumpelly, of 
Owepo. Died 21 Oct., 1848. 

5. susahk Avery, born 3! March; - 
1787. - Married Nathan Camp, of Owe- 
go. Died 4 Aug., 1813. 

6. Isabella Avery, born 24 June, 
1789. Married Levi leonard, of 
Ithaca. Died 20 Aug., 1842. Mr. Leon- 
ard was a man of some prominence in 
Ithaca. He was president of the vil- 
lage in 1831 and 18382 and was after- 
ward a justice of the peace. 

Samuel W.. Avery lived at Owego 
several years but removed to Nanti- 
coke, Broome county, where he kept a 
tavern. After the. death of his first 
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Wife (Eliza A. Wattles) he married 
Ismily C. Avery, daughter of Daniel 
avery; of Aurora, N. Y.. She died 
Sept. 18, 1822, at Nauticoke, aged 29 
years. 

samuel W, and KkHza (Wattles) 
Avery had a. son, Samuel Mason 
Avery, Who was born Aug. 25,1S807,and 
Who about 1840 iniiarried his cousin, 
Mary CU. Riehards, at Owego. She 
Was born in 1809 and died ‘in [Sd1. 
Hle lived for many years at Jenks- 
ville where he was postmaster twen- 
ty-one years and a justice of. the 
peace. fron: 1870. to. 1882. He died 
January 1. L888. 

The children - of Sainuel W. aid 
Kamily (CA very)’ Avery were Eliza, who 
was niarried to Richard Morea, of - 
Aurora; Walter Oddie Avery; who 
went to Louisville, Ky., to. live, and 
Daniel Avery. 

Rev. b.M. Dwight, registrar of pedi- 
grees of the New York Geneological 
and Biographical. society, in January, 
1904, compiled a record of the Avery 
line of descent, showing that Samuel 
Avery was a deseendant of Richard 
Neville (1428-1471), Marl of Salisbury 
aud Warwiek, who is known in his- 
tory as “The King Maker.” 

Fhe Karl of Warwick’s daughter 
was isabel Neville, of Warwick cas-.- 
tle, who married George Plantagenet, 
Duke of Clarence, who was executed 
in- 1478 in the Tower of London. 

{Her daughter was Margaret Planta- 
genet, who married Sir Richard Pole. 
She was beheaded by Henry VIII. 

‘Their son was Henry Pole,. Lord 
Montague, 

His daughter was Catherine Pole, 
who married Francis Lord ae ake 
third earl of Huntington. 
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Their daughter was Catherine Has- 
lings, Who married, Henry Clinton, 
second earl of lincoln. 

Their son was Thomas Clinton, 
eighth earl of Lincoln and lord ‘Clin- 
toa. 

‘His daughter was lady Susan Clin- 
ton. who married Gen. John Huiph- 
rey, Whovin 1641 was appointed major 
general of the Massachusetts Bay 
eolony. | He. lost his property and re- 
turned to Mngland 

John  Humphrey’s daughter .was 
Aun. Humphrey (or Humfrey) who 
was born in England and who niur- 
ried Wilhttam Palmes at Salem, Mass., 
in 1682. 

"Pheivy: daughter: was’ Susanna Pal- 
nets, Who. ~Warried japt. Samuel 
Avery at Swanzy, Mass., in..16806. 

The son, Humphrey Avery, who 
was the father of Samuel Avery, of’ 
Owego, Was born July 4, 16097 at Gro- 
ton, Conn., and died there March 2S, 
Lise. 

JOHN H. AVERY. 

‘he second resident lawyer to set- 
tle in Owego was John H. Avery, son 
of Stimuel Avery. Hle was’ nineteen 
yenrs of age when he came here from 
Westminister, Vt., in 1801. He studied 
Jaw in the office of Gen. Vincent Mat- 
hews at New Town (now [Elmira.) 

Gen. Matthews was the first lawyer 
of any importance in this part of the 
state. Tle was born in Orange county, — 
Ne Ysiin “2966! “He pegan. ‘the study 
of law in 1786 in’ New. York city in 
the oflice of Col. Robert’ Troup, the 
friend of Aaron Burr. He was ad- 
mitted to the bar in 1790 and came to 
Mimira in 1793. He was the first law- 
yer to settle there. He was a mem- 
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ber of assembly in 1904-5 from Tioga 
county (then composed of the present 
counties of Chemung and Tioga) a 
state senator, and in.1809 was elected 
to congress front the Fourteenth dis- 
trict, then composed of Cayuga, Sene- 
ca, Steuben, and Fioga counties. LHe 
removed to Bath im 1816, and thence 
to Rochester in 1821. He represented 
Monroe county in the assembly ia 
1826, and was appoiited district at 
rOrmey TH 1se1 9! 

In. 1806 Mr. Avery purehased the 
lot on the north side of Front street 
(lot No. 12 in the old village plot), on 
Which in 1808 he built the large house 
now owned and occupied by Dr. lM. YD. 
Downs. This lot also inéluded the lot 
on Which J. ©. Kenyon’s residenee- 
now- stands and extended back. its full 
width to Main: street. On the Main: 
street end, occupying about one-half 
Of the entire Jot, was the Avery ‘or- 
chard, the object of oceasional preda- 
tory raids of the apple-hungry small 
boys otf. the neielborhood in those 
days. . 

This property was a portion. of the 
lands of Hlibue Chatmeey Goodrich, 
Which were seized upon July 21, 1800, 
tay Win. Woodruff, sheriff; at a suit of 
Jabez Beers for a debt of $17,000 and 
sold to. Mr. Avery. 

Mr: Avery’s law office was on the 
river bank on the south side’ of 
Front street and was on land in- 
cluded ‘in the purchase. This. office 
was several years ago converted into 
a dwelling house and still stands 
there. 

Mr. Avery practised law most of 
the time alone, but he had various 
partners. In 1813 the firm was Avery 
& Collier, and in 1818 it was Avery & 
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Platt, Wm. Platt being then his part- 
ner, lie was later in partnership with 
Giba A. Leland. 

Mr. Leland was a college graduate, 
Who came to Owego from Vermont, 
Where he was born, and formed the 
law partnership with Mr. Avery May 
I, 1820. He was appointed a justice 
ot, the. peace «in. April, 1822.” Ve’ re: 
nioved, to Bath in) November, 1822, 
where he» sétved: two terms in. the 
legislature, aud he also served several 
yeurs as first judge. Jater-in life he 
removed to Aaburn ‘and. thence to 
Saratoga county, where he died. 

Mu. Avery represented Tioga county 


in the assembly. in 1814.° He con- 
tinted the practice of law in Owego 
until his death, fn 1887. ° His wife was 


Stella Winehnian; daughter of Dr. 
Joseph Hinechman, of Elmira, whose 
father and grandfather were both phy- 
sicians and were both named Joseph 
Hlinchman, At sixteen years of age 
Dr. Hlinchman was a soldier. in. the 
revolutionary carmy. He = afterward 
studied medicine and removed to El 
ita in 1790-4. “in Pebruary, 1795, he . 
Was appointed sheriff of Tioga county, 
which then Comprised within — its 
limits Chemung, the present county of 
Tioga, Broome, and a portion of Che- 
nango. He died in July, 1802. 

The children’ of John and Stella 
(Hinchman) Avery were as follows: | 

1. John Humphrey Avery, born 13 
July A808) Died: 27> July, 1831, at 
Petersburg, Va. ; 

2. Stella -Hinechman Avery, born .12 
Feb. 1810. “Martied Wm. H. C: Hos- 
mer. ; 

do. George Waitsall Avery, born 12 
Keb., 1812. . Died 23. Dec., 1849. 

4, Susan Palmes.. Avery, born 29 
Nov., 1813. Married Robert D. Pieron- 
net, of Iriendsville, Pa. 
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®. MWmily Eliza Avery, born 10 Oct., 
1815. Married ‘Thomas Farrington ‘in 
1835. Died at Owego 5. Aug., 1899. 

6. Charles Pumpelly Avery, born 3%, 
July, S17, Died at. Owego 31 Aug.. 
L872. : 

7. Joseph Hinchman Avery; born 
29° Nov., toi9.. Died, 9..March,.1821., 

8. Mary Anna, Avery, born ‘May: 1, 
ASZg, Dled at Johet, IIL, 4 June, 1901. 

9. Fannie Catherine Avery, born 

25 Noy., 1823: Died 1G Oct, 1825, 
‘10.. Lesbia Platt Avery, bern 2 Oct., 
Isto. Married Isaac Newton Jerome. 
“1... Guy Hinchinan Avery, born 30 
Aug,, 1829. Died im New York city 14 
-May, 1905. 

None: of John H. Avery’s sons was 
Inarried. 

William H. €.. Hosmer in. early. lite 
enjoyed considerable celebrity as a 
poet and was known in Nterature as 
“The Bard of Avon.”. He was born 
May 25, 1814, af Avon, N. Y. “His 
father, George tlosmer, was one of the 
niost prominent lawyers in the state, 
and Proctor’s “The Bench and the. 
Bar of New York’ devotes sixteen 
pages to his history. 1e0. loser 
practised law at Caiuajoharie and af- 
terward at Avon. His wife was a 
woman of rare «accomplishments, 
spoke several Indian dialeets, and was 
deeply interested in the history and 
traditions of the red men. 

Win, H.C. Hosmer was also a, student 
otlndianlore and travelled extensively 
among the tribes of Florida and Min- 
nesota. He was a lawyer. His first 
poem was “Yonnondio, or the War-— 
riors of the Genesee,” an Indian tale 
in seven cantos, published in 1844. 
His poems were published in 1854 in 
two volumes. He held a position in 
the New York custom house several 
years. -He died at Avon May 23, 1877. 

[saac Newton. Jerome was principal 
of the Owego academy from 1844 to 
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47. He came here from Pompey 
{lill, Onondaga county, N. Y. 

Thomas Marrington was born eb. 
Le 109, at Dethi, N. -Y,. At the age of 
thirteen years he acted as orderly on 
the staff of his father, Gen. Putnam: 
Warrington, Who was a colonel in the 
United States service in the war of 
bia.) WAL the age,of 22. he was prin- 
cipal of the Delhi academy. He was 
graduated frou: Yale -college in 1826, 
studied law, and began practice in 
‘Owego in TS28. He was a trustee of 
the Owego academy from 1829 until it 
Wie jncorporated in the union free 
schools of the village. He -represnted 
Tioga county in the assembly in’ 18338 
auth 11540, and. was. surrogate from 
ISe5 to 1840. dle was appointed State 
Treasurer in > February, 1842, and 
served until 1846. hie January, 1845, 
he Was appointed Adjutant-General by: 
Gov. Wright and served until 1846. ° 
In’ Webruary, 1846, he was again ap- 
pointed State Treasurer and. held the 
otieo until November, 1847. He was 
judge of Tioga county from 1859 to 
isc]. He died In Owego Dec. 2, 1872. 


Charles P. Avery, born at Owego, 
studied law in judge Farrington’s of- 
fice At thirty yearsofage he was elec- 
ted judge of ‘Tioga county, and he was 
the first county judge elected underthe 
constitution of 1846, making the office 
elective. He held the office two terms 
from 1847.to 1855. He was greatly in- 
terested in Indian history and wrote 
the Susquehanna Valley papers, which 
were published in the St. Nicholas 
magazine in 1853 and -1854. -He 
gleaned his information. from early 
settlers and was the means of pre- 
serving much valuable matter relat- 
ing to the early history of .Tioga 
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ecouuty that would have been other- 
wise Jost. He’ organized an -‘associu- 
tion of the pioncers of the Susque- 
hata villey, which i see" and 4 
few subsequent years held > annual 
meetings at Whuira, Owego, Binghani- 
ton, Ithaca, Montrose, Pa., and other 
places. Ile later removed to Pint, 
Mich While living there his interest 
i fndian history: continued, and. in 
June, 1862, Wpder the tithe of Treaty 
Of. saeiiaw be wrote. ‘a “Nistor: of 
various Indian tribes for: the ‘Detroit 
ree Press. His health became  in- 
udgired by the chimate: of MMrchigan, 
and in the spring of IS72Z he returned 
to Owego, where he died. Alig!) aT, 
Ls7Z, awed of years: In the contennial 
history of Tiogn county Whi. PF. War- 
her pays this handsome tribute to 
Judge Avery: 
Pew ben of the county have. beer 
gifted. by nature with qualities soa- 
genial and brilliant as those of judge 
Avery. Paving a fire, manly person 
and an exceedingly pleasing and win- 
ving address; he was a general favor- 
ite: Nor have nrmuiy. started in life 
With: such brilliant prospects of suc- 
cess. and. tong and useful life. .His 
sudden failure of health and prema- 
ture death ‘wore Helt asa leadtamity: to 
a large circle’ of warn friends. He 
KH jong be remembered for his ex- 
eellent qualities and useful labors.” 
John Il. Avery died in Owego Sept. 
1, 1887, aged 54 years. His wife died 
Dec. 5, 1871, aged $8 years. 
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MilwBiGR TALCOTT. 
iMlizur Paleott, a son of Col. Elizur 
Talcott, was’ born at’ Glastenbury, 
COM. Dec O17 loo and came . to 
Owego with his tamily in 1t8vu. He 
Was a direct descendant of John Tal- 
cott (the first of the name of whom 
tire 3s any record), wie lived’ at 
Colchester, Mnugkand, and died ‘there 
in November, 1606. . His ‘grandson, 
atso named John Talcott, came to 
Aierica trom Braintree, lMngland, in 
June, 1682, and settled at Elartford, 
Conn. All the ‘Talcotts in America 
are his descendants. ; 

Col. Mliazur Talcott was a man of 
Wealth and mote in Connecticut. He 
Was one of the purchasers of lands in 
Ponnslyvania under the -Coniecticut 
tithe and lost his investment. Ife held 
@ canwnission as colonel of a troop of 
liorse previous to and during the> war 
“Of the revolution, and served with the 
Couneeticut. forces om Long Island in 
connnand of his troop. He was) in 
New York city while the British army 
Wis Marching in, and. thence - was 
taken home ill on a litter, and did not 
again join the continental army. 

Liis. son, Mlizur ‘Palcott, came with — 
his sons, George lord Talcott, then 
azcd 18 years, and blizur Talcott, Jr., 
aged 22 years, Voy | ewign CO: linia, 
vhere they. were employed in_ build- 
ig a dwelling’ house. The. next year 
they eame to Owego. In '1808, he pur- 
chased of Jared Goodrich of Glasten- 
bury,Coun., two pieces of land in Owe- 
go, one containing fifty acres and the 
Other 67 acres. The western bound- 
ary of this land was the Owego creck. 
The eastern boundary was a line 
which passed diagonally across North 
avenue and ran: about parallel with 






‘i ‘ait 
- nw “i Bi ai, hata GF aaiheeie 


78 Dan rh od aL done 
1 BB. abe agarort ADA 


ee hae ‘sould bien Re ved 
jon bib buen oan of tr TH siren # 


“bbw aes Adool n't % seiibel «, 


petite of x meaty) ae 
| at hawolqsces, tow 


oS screehes ab pe Yoribood 


‘a bikes ary 


vaya nr is 


Ai 














to- 4! Ks Af ouales. ai 


glee de vue hack iecdinatoa ith 


‘ 
att Le 
7 





-eeuerg eae | ovtt On if # ake aee iat mie 





















q vu 
SMATE CS elayis 2 Agha vat Tee Te nie ao 


eat Porn bad va? 


% 


A ee tas 1h bin 


1 





eet peer eat, wpenotl- Be towh 
yhind ey Coed af ORE: 


tee i ‘wade is Aah bint re 
shariod nab Me 
pee me a ane 


iy r0 4K, ‘Baniss | 
it ue ere 


127 

McMaster street.. ‘The south bound- 
ary wis a little below Fox street and 
the north boundary was near where 
George street now runs, "his land 
had been sold for $2,500 June 28, 1902, 
by Capt. Luke Bates to Jared Good- 
rich, who sold it for the sae amount 
to: Mr Taleott Jan. *31) 1903. be Sept, 
[S05, Mr. Taleott sold: the northern 
party of this tara, ta his son, Georg. 
rand Lalcott. j 

(ligur Tuleott ‘ived inia. lartee 
fragee ficuse, which stood ot the east 
side of MeMastor: street; midway be- 
tween Fox street -and the Mrie rail 
road. it was sintilar to all the large 
faroy houses of thitt titue, with a wide 
hall extending Jot Honk, ter Veate WM 
the middle... Geo. Lord  ‘Valcott’s, 
house was at the southeast corner of 
Taleatr street amd the ‘hehigh. Valley 
railroad. ft -was. occupied after his 
death by his sou, George Taleott, and 
after George Talcott’s death it be- 
ecnunie the property of Wm.H,. ‘Phomas, 
Who reconstructed it and lives in it 
Oy. 

The Talcotts were farmers all their 
lives. The dind they” purchased ‘had ” 
been partly. cleared by the Indians, 
but most of the tind from the Owegy 
vrogk east: was at that. thine a forcst 
wilderness of lofty pines, gigantic 
oaks, and a dense undergrowth 9 of 
bushes. 

Klizur’ Taleott ‘took’ little: part in 
public affairs, but in April, 1825, when 
the legislature passed an act consti- 
‘tuting a commission to build a county. 
clerk’s office: in Owego, he was ap- 
pointed one of the commissioners. 

Mr. Talcott died Nov. 28, 1831. His 
wife”. Dorothy (Lordy: Taleott, died 
April 14, 1889, aged 86 years. . The 
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childven of Blizny and Dorethy (Lord) 
Paleott were as follows: «| 


by OEE) De! 26 Dee. 
440. Married George Burton. © Died 
PAS ©) Gs OO hase 

ai PON PECL, Jt... DOLD Heli. “L: 
bis0. Married Betsy Bliss March 1, 
SOs Died 20 Jz. I867, at the home 
Ob tig son, Wie, dd. :-Taleott.” near 
lemming ville. 

3. Prudence Palcott; born 4 Nov... 
isi... Married “David Word. died 15 
bea ob BG. 4 ; 

L .tavorge.. Lord. Talcott, . bora. 3 
Jan., 17S4.. Married Sarah’ McQuige. 
daughter of John McQuigg, one of the 
first settlers at Owego. Died Nov. 80, 
Len , ! 

he MOL a Mae: | Ora: A). Muy. 


ORB. Married lrastus Goodrich v7. 
eck Pee Pea TS Feb. 186u; : 
ie Dati Pilea berm 23° Air il, 
17st. iarried .JSesse Truesdell 15 


wakeh 1832. Died 1% April, 1856. 

i. Sotonron Taelcutt bern 10 Aug., 
bid. obDMed fe Nov., 1795. 

S. thatles ‘Tatcott, bom. 11. March, 
os. Died 28 Oet., 18G1. 

Chirls Paleott, the youngest son 
ol tdizur Talcott, was for Many years 
a promiment Owego merchant. Ile 
was born at Glastembury, and came to 
Owego in 1803, the year following the 
“removal ot his father «and brothers 
fromm Coimecticut. He was then 18 
years. of age. He entered Major 
Horatio Ross’s store as a clerk, where 
he remained until 1816, when he be- 
ean a general mercantile business on 
his own account in Cauldwell Row, 
Hear the northeast corner of Front 
and Jake streets. About the year ISIS 
he sold his store to David Turner and 
built a two-story wooden store, which 
was. for many: years Known as “the 
yellow store,” it being painted yellow. 
This store stood on the south side of 
Kront street where Dr. J. B. Stan- 
brough’s stove store now. stands, op- 
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posite the Ahwaga house. This store 
was burned in the great fire of Sep- 
tember, 1549. 


In May, 1831, George B. Goodrich, a 
nephew of Mr. ‘Talcott, entered ‘the 
Old yellow. store as’a elerk, and in 
is3v he became Mr. Talcott’s partner. 
The firn, wae Khiewn as G. Bo. Good-: 
rieh & Co. After the fire they built 
the building now occupied by Dr. 
Stanbrough on the site of the old yel- 
low store, but did not occupy. it. 
They sold: 1. to Walter Ogden “in 1891 
and hought a store which. the Odd 
Follows had just built: his store is 
the first one east of Lake street, and 
is stil occupied by the firma of Good- 
hich é& Co; as a dry goods store. | Ni: 
PTaleott: died Ger, 0) 1861. > 


Mr. Goodrich was born. Dee. 1, 1816, 
in the town of Tioga, and was a son 
of IMvastus Goodrich, who represented 
Fioga county in dhe assetbly, in 184s. 
In 1864 bis uson-tu-law, William. “H.: 
Milis, and his son, James W. Goodrich, 
were admitted to the partnership, 
Which is still in existence and is the 
oldest business house in Owego. Mrv 
Goodrich was for several years a. dl- 
rector of the First and. Tioga national 
banks and was president of the Owe- 
“ey national bank from its establish. 
ment until his death. He died Janu- 
ary 8, 1886. 

The .children of George Lord and 
Sarah (McQuigg) Talcott were as fol- 
lows: 

1. Mary Talcott, born 24, Feb., 
1807. Died in Owego 19, Sept.,-1882.- 

2. George’ Talcott, born April 21, 
1809. Died in Owego 5 June, 1896. 

3, Hope M. Talcott, born Sept. 12, 
1811. Married Charles Ransom, 2 
Oct., 1832. . Died 1 May, 1863. - 
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4. Panny 2B. ‘Taleotti ‘born 14-Keb., 
ort Marted :bohwewd Saekett: 
Be pt. Lsob. Died 7 Ded. F863. 

a surah C. Talcott, born Match’ b, 
IstG. Married Geo. B. Goodrich. She 
is still living. in Owego. sat 

G luacius 1. Takeott, born 19 June, 
ESiy. - MMurrried. dillen Noyes in > Miry, 
Peer OTe erred «Second. flarriet 
woves, d°OCt., Tet, sister of his first 
Wife: In €arly life he was a clerk in 
the wtore of, Bis. wnele, Chas. ‘Valeart. 
In IS49 he went with a party of Owe- 
vocen to California and thenee = ty 
Ohvwinpia, Wasi; where’ he died. 20 
July cl sas. 

ioe harles,  Pateott,. bern 6 Jain. 
e220 Married liga A; Raymond, 1¥ 
Aig, lato. aed Io Dee., Loon. 

KF  Oharlotte :Tateott, “bor 20 July, 
bat. « Marrred -Piomas Ho -Cook’ ..1) 
CO, beth > Ped WE Spencer, Ao Ws 2 
March, Us7«9. a Gan 

Geqrgze Lord fatcott died in Owego 
No Oh Tio tie Wite died June. 15, 
ERE 

CHoN,: JGOLEN « bMANING. 

Cin. Jolin Laning, one of the carly 
iWerchants “ol ‘Owego, “was . born at 
Lambertsville, N. J. in ‘October, 1779. 
tis father at one time kept a ferry at 
Washington’s Crossing, New Jersey. 
He is supposed to have come to Owe- 
Bo ro TSUT, ascm August of that: year 
he entered Tholas Duane’s store as 
a clerk. “In-1808 he began a general 
mercantile business on his own ac- 
COUN. 

Heo was a young man of unusual 
force and business .ability.. tle was 
the first. OWego merchant who made 
a contract for’ plaster’ m the. Cayuga 
luke cotitry, and he increased to 
such an extent that he is said to have 
had as many as five hundred teants 
on the road at one time drawing plas- 
ter from Ithaca to Owego. In ‘1806 
he was also a parther af David Mc- 
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Quigg, the first Ithaca merchant, im 
busiiess at ithaca, under the firme 
name. of Laning & Quige. 

Mr. laning had a large storehouse 
on: the bank’ or’ the Susquelauaia 
river, which stood on the 9 ground 
where Prumroan & Jones’s feed store 
now is, the fourth store. above the 
bridge. youn this storehouse plaster: 
was loaded into arks in the water }e- 
low in the rear for shipment down 
the river. There was mb railroad in 
these parts and an immerse trade wits’ 
dole “in shipping. -plaster,. salt, and 
liunber by the Stsquehanna river. to 
the Philadelphia and Baltimore Mar- 
Ket, 

About the year P08 Gens Lanning 
formed at partnership. In. the hunber 
lanufacturing business with Guys 
Maxwell, of New Town (now khnira), 
Huder the firm name of .Maxwell & 
Lanning. “Phey purchased. considern- 
“blo tamd on the @ast. side of the Owe- 
8G, ereek,: northwest of. this. village, 
and cngaged in the manufacture of 
hiniber. This partnership continued 
HHtM the <spring of 1811 -when:, Mr. 
Maxwell sold his interest in the real 
estate to Gen, Laning, together with 
the: sawmill theregn. 

Ait Maxwell Was a‘son of Alexan: 
(dey Maxwell, of Claverack, EHEngland. 
tn June, 1770, Alexander Maxwell and. 
his wife embarked frou a Scottish 
port for America, but were ship- 
wrecked in the Jrish ‘channel and 
lunited on the coast of Ircland, where 
Guy Maxwell was born July 215, 1770. 
dle was two years: of age when he 
came to Virginia with his parents, 
who settled at Martinsburg. He was 
apprenticed to the ‘mercantile trade 
(as was the custom in those days) at 
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Pittsburgh, Pa., his term of appren- 
ticesiip: (expiriae in. July, 1788: tu 
Company With Samuel Hopkins he 
opened, ..a. store. at. )-Tioga Point 
(Athens) in the following September 
und sold goods’ in a store building 
vwned by Matthias Hollenback. In 
August, 1796 -he removed to New 
‘owl (flmira), where he had bought 
one hundred weres of land in what is 
now the host Valuable business: pure 
Of that erty. 


lu 1790 he acted as secretary to 
Col Vimnothy Pickering, the principal 
negotiator on, the part of the. goveni- 
ment when Red Jacket, Cornplanter, 
Big Precand about 1,200: other ludians 
were eathened ah New Town iu No- 
vember, 1790, for the parpose of hold- 
mg a treaty with the United States. 
fife was appointed sheriff of. Tioga 
county. by Gov. Clinton and = served 
‘from hebruary, 1800 to January, 1S01. 
He built the first fHlouring mill at New 
Town. He died February. 14, 1814. 

Guy Maxwell: was. the father: of 
Williiim Maxwell, of Klimira, who was 
district attorney and, surrogate,” of 
Tio county, and of Thomas) Max- 
well, who was clerk of Tioga county 
and afterward postmaster ot Hhnira. 
Thomas Maxwell was the father of 
Mrs... Abrany HH. Milter, of Spencer, 
later of Owego.. a 


Mr. Laning’s store was in a room 
that was afterward the barroom of 
the old Franklin house, which stood 
on the north side of Front street, east 
of Court street. This store stood 
where the third brick store east of 
Court street now stands. Gen. J.an- 
ing bought the property in February, | 
1804. The lot was just one-fourth of 
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‘the present square bounded, by Front, 
Lake, Main, and’ Court streets. 

Gen. Laning’ was only = forty-one 
years old when he met with his death 
by ‘accident. — Febriiary’ 12, 1820, Nhe 
fell through a trap door in his store- 
house -to the cellar below and was 
killed, Nici 

‘Among Gen. Laning’s clerks were 
‘ Jonathan Platt, Benjamin: Durham, 
and Ash 4h ‘Frpoman,. all-.of. whom 
afterward beeathe. suecessful... mer- 
chants. ° , 

The old storehouse was torn down 
‘about 1835. by Gen. Laning’s widow, 
who erected a@ store on its site for her 
gon, Matthias H. lhaning. This store’. 
Was afterward occupied by Rayns- 
ford, Drake & Ua., and later by John 
Basselt, who in February, 1839, set it 
on fire forthe puryjose of defrauding 
an ‘insurance company, and ‘who, 
When he was about to be arrested for 
the erlme committed suicide by eut- 
ting lis throat with a razor. 

Gen. Laning derived his military 

title: from his service in the state 
militia. In 1811 he was adjutant jin 
the regiment. of which Gen. Oliver 
Iiuntington was the colonel com- 
mandant. In SV? he was colonel of | 
the 53d regiment of infantry... fi 1sl9 
he was promoted to brigadier-general 
of the 41st brigade of infantry and 
held this commission at the. time of 
his death. 
Mrs. Laning was Mary Ann Hollen- - 
back, daughter of Matthias Hollen- 
back, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa. After her 
husband’s death she continued to live — 
in a large white house which stood on 
the north side of Mam street, nearly 
opposite Park street, and there she 
died March 1, 1854, aged 71 years, 
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The children of Gen. John and 
Mary Ann (Hollenback) Laning were 
as follows: 

Le augustus,’ C.. Lanimg: who. re- 
moved to Wilkes-Barre, Pa. ° 

2). ‘Mathias: H.'-Laning, who  re- 
moved in 1835 to Wysox, Pa., where 
he kept a store and built a large see- 
tion of the North Branch canal. He 
died there 3° May, 1890. 

3. Mary Ann Laning, who married 
John S. Rosette, of Philadelphia. 

4. Sarah Laning, who was the first 
wife of Dr lszekiel B. Phelps and who 
died at Owego 3 Nov., 1842. 

®). Killen H. Laning, who married 
Mr. Bicking. 

6. Kmily G. Laning, who. married 
John J. Taylor in 1837 and died in 
Owego 25 Noy., 1879. 

t John C. Laning, who; lived: at 
Owego and died here 18 May, 1897. 

Mr. Bicking and Mr. Rosette were 
business partners and conducted a 
Wholesale dry goods store in Phila- 
delphia. 

CON J. Cayior: Was one of. the 
aublest lawyers of his time in Owego. 
He was born April 27, 1808, at Leo- 
minster, Mass., and was) graduated 
from Harvard university in 1829. He - 
studied law in. Troy, N: Y., and came 
to Owego in 1834, where he soon 
ranked as one of the ablest lawyers: 
qn southern New York. He was. dis- 
trict attorney of . Tioga county trom 
1841 to 1843. In 1846 he represented 
Tioga county in the constutional con- 
vention, ‘and was also a suprenie 
court commissioner. He was a mem- 
ber of the 27th congress in 1852-4, 
Where he gained some distinction as 


"a speaker, particularly on account of 
his speech on the Kansas-Nebraska: . 


bill. In-1858 he was the Democratic 
‘andidate for lieutenant-governor of ' 
this state on the ticket with judge 
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Amasa J.Parker for governor. Hewas 
prominent in securing the construc- 
tion of the Southern Central railroad 
from Owego to Aburn, and was one 
of the original directors of the road 
and vice-president. . In September, 
IS69, he was, chosen president, and 
Was re-elected several. times there- 
after.- He was also president of the 
the old National Union Bank of Owe- 
po. “tHe died at,Qwego. July. 1, 1892. 
JOHN: PUMPHLLY. 

John Pumpelly, the father ofJanies, 
Charles, William, and Harmon Pui- 
pelly, all of whom became distin- 
guished citizens of Owego, was born 
MAS 7: 

The name ‘Pumpelly, is of Italian 
origin; and at dilffercnt periods it has 
been spelled Pompili, Pompilli, Pun- 
billy, Pompihe,.Pumpely, and “in’ va- 
rious other ways. The name is said 
to be a corrupted form of the name 
Pompilic, or Pompilly, which are 
French forms of the very, ancient. suax 
name of Pompili, and the last way of 


“spelling the name is found in the ar- 


a 


chives of the city of Spoletto, near 


>Rome, one Signor Pompili having dis- 


tinguished. himself.in, the defetrce of 
one of the gatesotSpoletto when Ired- 


erick Barbarossa laid scige to -that 


city. Vhe traditions of the American 
branch state that the family came 
from Avignon, France, and becoming 
Protestants emigrated to the French 
kingdom and afterward fled to ae- 
da. 

Jean Poinpilie, the French Hugue- 
not, who emigrated to Canada, had a 
son, John Pompily, who came from 
Canada to Massachusetts in the early 
part of 1700... He is: said -to have run 
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away with and married a Miss Muu- 
roe, a young. girl with some fortune 
and miuch beauty, who after his death 
Wwalnied pa clergyinan named Glover. | 
His only son, John Pumpely (so he’ 
himself wrote the name), the subject 
of this sketch, was born in 1727, one 
month after the death of his father. 
fle was brought up in the household 
of Mr, Glover, .and. at. the .age of 
eleven or twelve-years ran away and 
enlisted aS a drummer in Capt. John 
Loring’s company of the king’s ser- 
vice. He served through the whole 
mrench and Indian war as a member — 
of Capt. Rogers’s rangers and was. 
promoted as sergeant for distin- 
enuished bravery while bearer of dis- 
patches for the relief of Fort William 
Hlenry, carrying the dispatches. sately 
through a country infested with hos- 
(ile Indians. The last few miles of 
this dangerous: expedition were made 
twa dead” -run, “chased by three. In- 
diay. warriors.’ Te is” said that he 
stood near Gen. Wolfe when \Wolle 
was mortally wounded at Quebee and 
that He himself was wounded at the 
same time. He also served as a revo- 
lutionary soldier and was cominissary 
to Gen. Israel Putnam at the time of 
Burgoyue’s surrender, and = traditon 
says that he was the means of saving 
the life of that distinguished officer 
when Putnam fell into-a lake during 
a skirmish. 

“John Pumpelly was twice married. 
His first wite was. MNppen Hillebrantz 
Meijer (called in this country Appy 
Meyers,) a young woman of Dutch- 
descent, Whom he married in 1739 at 
Halifax, Novia Scotia, while he was 
in the army. She died in 1809, aged 
b3 years. 
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The five sons and two daughters of 
John and Wppen (Meijer) Pumpelly 
were as follows: 


1. Bennet Pumpelly, born 16 June, 
1761. Married Mary Irish in the town. 
of Turner, Maine, 23° March,: L315, 

24. Betsy Punipelly; born 18) 'Sept.; 
1763. 

o Apply: Pimpeny,’-bori 20° Dec., 
1764. Married Daniel Merrill, Jr, in 
S21: 

* John) -Panpelly, born; § ..Jan., 
1767: 

®, Ruel Pumpelly, born 16 Feb., 
1769. i 

6. Barnard Punipelly, born 4 May, 
1770. Tle was killed in St, Clair’s de- 
reat. 

i. Capt. -Saninel,, Pumpelly, born 
10 Sept., 17735. He was married twice. 
His first wife died 19 Dee., 1520... ‘He 
inarried second, llannah Doten,widow 
of Holmes Doten, and daughter of 
Jobu Bess, of Paris, Maine. tle died 
10 Noy., 1819. 

Bennet Pumpelly served in the con- 
tineutal army during the revolution 
and was a persoual friend of lafay- 
ette,who when in Boston, in 1824, sent 
a special invitation to Mr. Pumpelly 
to visit him. Le Was a sergeant ma-_ 
jor in Col. Weissenfield’s regiment, 
and served through the whole war. 

John Pumpelly lived first at Pem- 
broke,. Mass., and afterward at Salis- 
bury, Conn. Hlis second wife was 
Hannah Bushnell, daughter of Capt. 
Samuel Bushnell, of Salisbury, Conn. 
The children of Jobn and Hannah 
(Bushnell) Pumpelly were as follows: 

1. James Pumpelly,. born 20 Dec., 
L775, at Salisbury, . Conn. Married 
Mrs. Mary (Pixley) Tinkham, widow 
of Dr. Samuel Tinkham,: of Owego, 
{ April, : £805: He), died .at}. Owego 
4 Oct., 1845, and she 4 June, 1848. 

2. Jerusha Pumpelly, born in’ the 
state of New York in 1778. Died 22 
Nov., 17938, at’ Salisbury, Com. 
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a. Charles Pampelly, born 18 Dec., 
1609, ab Sadisbury, Conn. Married 
Mraneus Avery, daughter of Sanruel 
AVerYyS Of Owero, 2 Sept. F803... the 
died at Owego 6 Jan., 1855, and-sle 21 
Cet a Sts. 

itu Mania -“ Pun pelly, Pore. Th =, 
LiSd, ati Salishury; Conn,- Married 
Abner Beers. She died at Owexo 3 
Le ils he's aa pins 

a. Mary Punipelly, born 23 Nav., 
1786, at Salisbury, Conn: 

G. William Pumpelly, born 17 June, 
Wi So). vat? Sahsbury, Comm. Married 
sarih kanily Tinkham, daughter of 
by. Samuel Tinkhan, in June, 1814. 
she dted 31. March, 1822. His -second 
wife was Mary #1.’ Welles, daughter of 
George \Velles; of ‘Atheis, Pa., whori- 
he married 20 Oct., 1824. He died at 
Owego 16 Nov., 1576, and she in Paris, 
Pree DE Deas TS 79: 

«, Harriet Pupipelly, born 10° Nov., 
191, at Salisbury, Conn. Married 
David: MeQuize;° who was a. son. of 
Cipl. John MceQuige, one of the -earli- 
est settlers at Owego... He was one of 
the earlicst merchants at Ithaca. 

So Bion Riunpelly, born 1 Aiug., 
Pita, at Bahsbury:- Com, His first 
wife was Delphine Drake, daughter. of” 
judge John. R. Drake, of Owego. His 
second wife. was Maria Brinkerhoff, 
daughter of Peter Brinkerhoff, of Al- 
bany, N. ¥., whom he married in 1S41. 
ite ‘died 29 Sept., 1882, at Albany, aud 
she. 22 April) 1887, 

Jolin Pumpelly, with. his second 
wite and five of their children .came 
from Salisbury in’ May, 1802 tothe 
state of New York. They crossed the 
Htudson river at Catskill) and came 
thence through a wild country, with 
now and then a clearing, to Owego. 
The settlement here then was small, 
composed of a few unpainted frame 
houses, with occasionally .a.log one,. 
and mostly scattered along on each 
side of the then crooked highway, 
Which is at present known as. Front 
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street. What is now the village was 
then covered with woods. 
William Pumpelly, who was but 
thirteen” years old’ at that’ thie,’ m- 
formed: the writer a tew yveurs before 
his death that when the party turned 
from Front street into the road which 
extended north and ran about: where 
lake street’ Ts: now’ they. passed 
through pine woods, the: trees m 
which were of such great size that in 
his youthful imarination they seenied ° 
to touch the sky. The family pro- 
ceeded on their way north to their 
destination, then known as Beers’s 
Settlement, In the town of “Danby, 
Tompkins county. At that -time. the 
only house where Ithaca now stands 
Was @ log hut, hardly suitable -for a 
pig pen.. se ‘ 

Johu Punrpelly lived at Beers’s set- 
tlement in the old’ house, Which is 
still standing, until his death on July 
Lae TOES. Caovreds/ V2 years. Fis. wife, 
Hannah Pumpelly, after -his death — 
cine to Owepo-to live and at’ her 
death on Dee. al, 1832; his body was 
brought. to Owepo,. Their remains are 
Interred. in the’ Presbyterian burying 
vsround in Temple street. A portrait 
of John Pumpelly is in the possession 
of the Albany branch of the’ family. 
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ABNER BEERS. 

Abner: Beers, who married John 
Pumpelly’s daughter, Maria, was born 
at. otrattord, Cann., Dee.’ 7, 1777. He 
was a descendant of James. Beers, 
who lived in Gravesend, Kent, Ine- 
land, where James’s brother, Richard; | 
also resided. ‘James was a mariner 
and died in 1685, He had two sons, 
James and Anthony, who in that year 
came with their uncle, Richard Beers, 
to Watertown, Mass., where Richard 
Was a representative to the general 
court thirteen years and a captain in 
the military service. He was mor- 
tally wounded in King Philip’s war at 
Westfield, Mass., and died Sept. 4, 
1675. EDC Huey AN a 
Anthony Beers, son of James, of 
Kent, removed from Watertown’ to 
Fairfield, Conn., in 1659. He was lost 
at sea in 1676. He had nine children, 
of whom Barnabas, the youngest, was 
born Sept. 6, 1658. Barnabas also. had— 
nine children, of whom the youngest 
Abner Beers (1) was born Dec. 6, 
1736. He married Hannah Beardslee 
Oct. 6, 1761. They had. eight chil- 
dren, of whom Abner Beers (2), the 
youngest, was born Dec. 7, 1779. 

Three brothers of Abner Beers (2), 
Nathan, Jabez, and Rev. Lewis Beers, 
M. D., came from Stratford, Conn., 
and settled at -Beers’s settlement 
(now Danby), in’ Tompkins county, 
in 1797. .Abner Beers (2) came there 
later, in 1804, and in 1806 he opened 
a store in a log .house. When the 
brothers had become fairly settled 
they brought their = father, . Abner 
Beers (1) and their mother from 
Stratford to Beers’s settlement, they 
- later removing to a farm in the town 
of Spencer, in Tioga county, where he 
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was living in July, 1808)-. when he 
nrade his will: «We died Jan. 3, 1816, 
and she April 10, 1817. 


When Dr. lewis) Beers, who had 
been a practising physician at Strat- 
ford, came to Voinpkins county he 
bought two hundred ucres of land and 
his brothers bought oue hundred acres 
each adjoining. Dr. Beers: added bs 
other purchases until he was one. of 
the largest land owners in the county. 
tle was the first postmaster and ‘the 
first justice of the peaee in the town 
of Danby, receiving his appointment 
in (SOT from Goy. Tompkins. He was 
later, appointed judge of the court of 
-eonnnon pleas. tle was. the first and 
ouly president of the Owego and /th- 
aca turnpike company fron: 1812. to 
tsij.. He: was ‘a )*physician, tarnier, 
minister of the gospel, and merchant. 
Hle was Sl years of ave at.the time of- 
his death i 1S49, 

Jabez Beers was a justice of the 
peace and succeeded his brother as 
judge. He was a nember of assembly 
‘wn 1812-1818.- He was a carpenter and 
erected the first) frame building at 
Ithaca. 

About the year 1812 Abner Beers 
(2) kept a tavern’ five’ or ‘six “nriles 
this side of Ithaca. Later he removed 
to the town of Candor, where he en- 
gaged in farming and lumbering. He 
came to Oweetd to live in’ 1818. He 
lived on the south side of Front 
street, west of McMaster street. His 
house Was on the lot now owned 
by Mrs. liza J. Pride and stood about 
twenty feet back of the well which 
supplied the family with water and 
which well is still in use and is near 
the sidewalk. 
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Mr. Beers was .a carpenter and 
builder. He built the first Tioga county 
Glerk’s ollice in 1825 and. the old 
Owego academy in Court street. in 
fs27. The next year he also built the 
first bridge across the Susquehanna 
river at the foot of Court street from 
the plans of Isphraim Leach, and he 
died the saine year. 

liis children were Harmon, — Eli 
David, Mary, Abner, Charles, Frances, 
and John James Beers, 

Oy. ‘Eli Beers was a physician -at 
Danby: 

Col. Abner Beers was born June 24, 
Lod, Av Beers’s settlement. In 1846 
he went to Yazoo, Mississippi, where 
for many years he was a planter. He 
came to Owego in 18738 and died here 
May .30, 1881. 

David, Charles, and Joh James 
Beers lived at Owego. (Charles Beers 
was born June 4,°1519, im this village 
and. lived here all his life.He was e¢n- 
gaged in the livery business and farm- 
ing several years... His livery barn 
was on the east side of Lake street 
where the post office now stands and - 
Was burmed i, 1572... He died Dec. .29, 
tSOt. 

John James Beers was a farmer and 
lived on the farm which after his 
death became the property of Ic. H. 
House on the north side of the Hunt: - 
ingtow, creek and west of the — old 
Owego and Ithaca turnpike. Ile. died 
May 2, 1880. 

David Beers was for many years a 
merchant at Owego. He was .born 
April 20, 1809, at. Beers’s settlement. 
lu 1820, two years after his coming to 
Owego, when he was only twelve 
years of age, he began business on his 
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oWh account by permission of his 
father. 

lis. first speculation. was the pur- 
chase ‘of shad of the river fishermen, 
At that period there were no dants 
in the Susquehanna to prevent shad 
from coming up the. stream im the 
spring, and the fish were taken here 
in large quantities during the shad 
season. He purehased shad -of the 
het-owners and went every other day 
to Ithaca with a load of these. fish, 
finding a ready sale for them at the 
lhany taverns on the read and in 
lihaca. ; 

With the proceeds of these sales 
Mr. Beers was enabled to begin busi- 
“ness in a sinvll Way as a grecer in one 
of the stores in Cauldwell row, on the 
north side of Front: street}''a’ > little 
east of Lake street. 

Llis first stock of goods was bought 
for him in New York by William Puin- 
pelly, who forwarded them with his 
own goods to Catskil, whence they 
were brought by teams to Owego. At- 
ter a time he removed to the south 
side of Front street, adjoining judge 
Drake’s store. Later he went to Apa- 
lachin, which was at thit time an ine 
portant lumbering point, where he 
built a store and conducted a general 
mereantile -_business two years. His 
goods, which he then received by the 
way of Ithaca, he sold in exchange for 
Jong shingles, which he shipped down 
the river in‘arks to market. [He sold 
his store and stock of goods to Aaron 
Steele and returned. to Owego. 

John ‘Kinney, a tailor, owned a 
housé and let on the. west side of 
luake street, the same lot on which 
~M. A. Iiyneh’s saloon now stands. Mr. 
Beers bought the property and opened 
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a meat market. He subsequently cou- 
verted the lower part of: his house in- 
to a store, where in ‘company with 
his brother-in-law,Albert R. Thonias, 
he conducted a general country store 
until the building was burned in the - 
vreat fire of 1849. He inimediately 
rebuilt. Two. years later he pur- 
chased Mr. Thomas's interest in the 
store and continued the business 
alone until September, 1866, when he 
sold the property to Martin Ashley. 

A short time previous to the fire of 
1849 the general country stores grad- 
ually discontinued the sale of many 
articles of merchandise such “as are 
now. found. only ih crockery, hard- 
ware, and. grocery stores, but Mr. 
Beers continued to keep the stock of 
a general country, store the same as 
during the early mercantile days of 
Owego, until he retired from business. 
‘He removed to Brooklyn, where he 
died Dec. 27,,1890, at the home of his 
daughter, Mrs. Charles O. Anderson. 

Abner Beers..(2) died at Owego 
Sept, 7, 1828. : 
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_ JAMS PUMPELLY. 

James Pumpelly, the eldest son of 
Jobn Pumpelly, was one of the most 
‘progressive men that ever lived: in 
“Owego. He, was a self-made. man. 
{lis enterprise and public spirit were 
manifested when the village. was at 
its fornrative period, and: it is largely 
due to him that its advancement was 
so rapid. He was foremost. by reason 
of his wealth in: every public enter- 
“prise. .He was a leading spirit “In €s- 
tablishing tumnpikes, in building the 
old Ithaca and Owego railroad, in 
building the first steanbout on, the 
Susquehanna river built for commer- 
cial purposes, and in preparing the 
way for ‘the construction of the New 
York & lrie railroad to Owego. At 
the convention at Owego Dec. 20° and 
21, 1881, of the people from all along 
the line, representing . fifteen or six- 
teen counties, to advocate the applica: 
tion to the legislature for a charter 
for a railroad from New York to Lake 
vie, he was one of the vice-presi- 
- dents. 


When the Pumpelly family came to 
Beers’s settlement from Connecticut 
in 1802 Janres Pumpelly Was 
28° years old. He rode the entire dis- 
tance: on horseback. He was a sur- 
veyor, as was also. his father. The 
family was not in prosperous eircum- 
‘stances. There was an’ old story that 
when James Pumpelly came to Owego 
to engage {n surveying. he had only 
fifty cents im his possession, with 
which he purchased a hatchet to cut 
away the brush while surveying: in the 
woods. This ‘story Was not exactly 
correct, but it had some foundation 
in truth. ; 
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One of Mr. Pumpelly’s early ae- 
quaintances. was Zelotes Robinson, 
who lived within twenty miles of 
Salisbury, and they knew each other 
before coming to Owego. Mr. Robin- 
son tor five years (froin 1818. con- 
ducted Mr. Pumpelly’s saw and grist 
mills at Jenksville, and for five years 
afterward he conducted one of Mr. 
Pumpelly’s farms. It was while thus 
‘engaged that Mr. Punpelly told My. 
Robinson how he came to Owego with 
a party of surveyors, having obtained 
a job of surveying, and all the money 
he- had was five New. England shil- 
lings. While sitting with an impe- 
cunious friend on the bank of the 
river, near where the Court street 
bridge now is, Mr.’ Pumpelly divided 
the five shillings equally with this 
friend, | 


Mr. Pumpelly began his work‘ here 
With @. SUrVeying,. party an .an. axe- 
nian. One of the party was the father 
of Gov. Hawley, of Caunecticut.” Mr. 
Pumpelly later became agent for the 
owners of large tracts of land in the 
welve ‘Townships,’ and with the 
aid of his brothers, William and Har- 
mon Pumpelly, he surveyed that im- 
mense territory. He was agent for 
lands on both sides of the Owego 
creek its entire length, and estab- 
lished a land oflice in’ Owego. He 
purchased lands in large tracts on his 
oWn-aecount and sold portions of 
them from time to time. at a hand- 
some profit. As is usually the case, 
inany purchasers failed to make their 
payments in full and forfeited what. 
they had already. paid, allowing the 
land to go back into Mr. Pumpelly’s 
possession, to be sold again. 
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Mr. Pumpelly and Joshua: lerris, of 
Spencer, surveyed the several sec- 
tions known as Watkins & Flint’s 
purchase. This lund comprised about 
363,000 acres, including the present 
towns of Candor and Spencer. A de- 
scription of this tract may be found 
on, page 26 of Gay’s “Historical Gaz- 
eteer of Tioga County,” published in 
1888. 

Mr. Pumpelly’s real estate trans- 
actions were extensive, and he soon 
became the largest land owner in this 
part of the state. 

On the north side of Front street, 
opposite Dr. Samuel Tinkham’s house, 
was Dr. Tinkham’s office.’ This office 
was aiter Dr. Tinkham’s death oecu- 
pied by James Pumpelly as a land of- 
flee and it remained there until No- 
velnber, 1880, when it was removed to 
the east side of Academy: street and 
converted into a small dwelling. 

Mr. Pumpelly married the widow of 
Dr. Samuel Tinkham April 7, 1808, 
six months after Dr. Tinkham’s death. 
She was the daughter of Col. David 
Pixley, who died in August, 1807, leay- 
ing much real estate. The property 
of both Dr. Tinkham and Col.. Pixley 
naturally came under control of Mr. 
Pumpelly. : 

~Dr. Tinkham was. living at the time 
of his death in the house built by 
James McMaster on the south side of 
Front street, east of Academy street, 
on the lot where M. A. Lyneh’s house 
is now. There is a well on this lot. 
The house stood on the west side of 
the well and a carriage house on the 
east side. After his marriage Mr. 
Pumpelly moved into the house and 
lived there until 1829, when he built 
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the large brick house which stands | 
at the northeast corner of Front and 
Chapel (now Academy) streets. 

‘The lot on which this house stands 
then comprised all the land west of 
the lot on which Mrs. A. Chase 
Thompson’s residence stands and was 
bounded by Front, Chapel, and Main 
streets. When this house was built it 
was the largest and most expensive 
one anywhere in this part of the coun- 
try and created widespread coniment. 
{t was predicted by the knowing ones 
that the investment of so much money 
in a house would ultimately cause 
the financial ruin of the owner. 

Mr. Pumpelly moved into the house 
when it was completed and lived 
there until his death on Oct. 4, 1845. 
At the time of his death he was the 
largest land owner and wealthiest 
Inan in Owego. His wife survived him 
nearly three years, dying June 4, [S48. 

While living: in the McMaster house 
Mr. Pumpelly is said to have reared 
his own children. and those of Dr. 
Tinkham with strict impartiality. Two 
of his sons, George J. and -Frederick 
Hl. Pumpelly, and’one of Dr. Tink-' 
ham’s sons, David P. Tinkham, were 
sent to college and were graduated, 
George J. Pumpelly from Yale and the 
others from Union. The other chil- 
dren did not aspire to a higher educa- 
tion and received their instruction at 
the village. schools and the Owego 
academy. 

Mr. Pumpelly by reason of -his 
wealth and prominence, was at the 
head of nearly every public enter- 
prise. He was president of the old 
bank of Owego, treasurer of the Owe- 
go and Ithaca turnpike company, pres- 
ident of the Owego turnpike company, 
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president of the Owego academy from 
. its construction - in = 1827 until. his 
ueath, president of the old Ithaca and 
Owego railroad conipany, president 
‘of the Susquehanna steam havigatiou 
company, Which built the first steam- 
boat on the Susquehanna river for 
commercial purposes in 1885, and the 
first president of the village of Owego 
from its incorporation in 1827, holding 
the office five consecutive years by 
re-election. In 1810 he represented 
Brome (now Tioga) county in the as- 
sembly of this state, 
The children of James and Mary 
(Pixley) Pumpelly were as follows: 


1. George James Pumpelly, born 
ll: Dec., 1815, at OQwego. Married 
Susan Isabella Pumpelly, daughter of 
Charles Pumpelly, 24 April, 1822. He 
died at Owego 9 May, 1873, and she 
30 July, 1864. 

2. Lydia Abby Pumpelly; born: 12 
Feb., 1808, at Owego. Married Dr. 
Kzekiel Lovejoy.. Died 28 Nov.,° 1881. 

3. Frederick Henry Pumpelly, born 
138 Jan., 1810, at Owego. Married 
Sarah Hewitt, daughter of Gurdon 
Hewitt, of Owego. He died 15 May, 
‘1867, at Owego, and she 28 June, 1881, 
in Paris, France. 

4. Mary Eliza Pumpelly, born 9 
April, 1814, at Owego. Married, first, 
Robert Charles Johnson, from whom 
she obtained a divorce. She married 
second, William H. Platt. She died 
24 Jan.,-1884, at Metuchen, N. J. 


In his centennial history of Tioga 
county William IF. Warner says of Mr. 
Pumpelly: 


“Prominent among the citizens of 
the county, not only by reason of his 
wealth and the magnitude of his deal- 
ings in real estate, but by his upright- 
ness of character,his genial manners, 
and many otuer excellent qualities, 
this gentleman had no- superior. . 
He was a splendid specimen of ,the 
gentleman. He had an erect and com- 


ale ew 
ve meal 


iy. 
— 
u hy a“ 
Liha 
5 
r 
“had th. 
¥ 
Rich: HU ase 
re 
i 
ret) 
z 
a 
if 


ST Fee ee 
Nieght yar all 
a) Se Ae BRT! en 
id,0u AY ¢ Ki: 
ear Wh ie 
ag * bid he . + 4 
+. a v 
yy 4 
é 


AG eS it be 
ee at eerie? 


ts , Bdee | eels of Plas 
i Oc aS ee 
BAe * : 


a8 vont, bites: aki ate ble rg Ae stb. 
Pe wed ‘ 





ni ind “evihileuan elt ‘sattte’ pie : 
holypeonjet | o- ‘OTL ul .woltooto-en i 
ae od a be is Aager't wou) omorel © 
outa eal te en 


ae 


ham hak worst: te. aethlido edt” 


-awolior ad ee ‘php trot) 


ead giosiennt “ ehistaal vata he ae 
ie spree i - BOW i ATar ce Me. cay 
Rit vedtioustb Hootie sliodnal pre are 
oEG SURE Tig K ES: Peek y aoltsd) - 






















ad | a es 
(iat psy ue Ae WO Igifesd 
intod. eho ian. ; a ee 
hetriem 





a te 
ab be Fe to 





“nia ‘ott Aa 
bstrianr oda” 


150 

manding figure, open and genial fea- 
tures, and a cheerful and. winning 
voice. In addition to his agency for 
others, Mr. Pumpelly became the 
owner of large tracts of land in. this 
and adjoining counties, and accumu- 
lateda large estate. He used his large 
means in a most generous manner, 
and his unexpected death produced a 
deep gloom throughout the county 
and saddened’ the hearts of a large 
cirele of friends outside.” 

George J. Pumpelly, the eldest son 
of James Pumpelly,-atter his gradu- 
ation from Yale college, was educated 
as a lawyer. He did not practise law 
but devoted his time to the manage- . 
ment of his father’s property. | His 
sons. were James K., Charles F., Jo- 
siah Collins, and George B. Pumpelly. 
His only daughter, Mary Puimipelly, 
was married to Wordsworth ‘Phomp- 
son, who attained considerable celeb: 
rity as a painter, his subjects being 
generally revolutionary and colonial 
scenes, 

Josiah C. Pumpelly has lived for 
many years in New York city. He is 
a graduate of Rutgers college and the 
Columbia college law school. He was 
admitted to the bar of Tioga county 
in December, 1863. He has travelled 
exteusively abroad and has devoted 
much of his time to discussing and 
writing. upon historic, social, eco- 
nomic, and philanthropic subjects. 
He is a member of various “societies, 
betore the members of which he has— 
delivered addresses, some of which 
have been published. 

Dr. Ezekiel lovejoy was born July 
6G, 1803; at Stratford, Conn. He was 
graduated from Union college, in the 
state of New York in 1823. He 
studied medicine. in New York city 
under Drs. Mott and Hosack. After 
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taking his degree of doctor of medi- 
eine he was for a time a surgeon in 
the navy of the republic of Buenos 
Ayres. He came to Owego in Septen- 
ber, 1829, and opened. an: office over 
Charles Pumpelly’s store on the south 
side of Front street, opposite where 
the Ahwaga house is now. He Wis 
the first physician in Owego to prac- 
tise Homoeopathy: He lived many 
years in the large white: house, which 
was built about 1836 or 1837 and 
Which still stands on the south side 
of Front street east of Academy 
street, and the building. he occupied 
aschis office’ still remains at the west 
end of the lot. Dr. Lovejoy held but 
one public office, that of supervisor of 
the town of Owego in 1854. He died 
in Owego August 15, 1871. 

The portrait of James Pumpelly, 
‘illustrating this article,is from apaint- 
ing made at the. studio of Waldo & 
Jewett in New York city and is owned 
by Mrs. luydia.A. Fordham, of Owego, 
whose first husband, James P. lLove- 
joy, was a grandson of Mr. ..Pum- 
pelby. 
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CHARLES PUMPELLY. 

Charles Pumpelly came to Owego 
in 1808, a short time subsequent to 
the coming of the rest of the family. 
He was then 24 years of age. Feb. 7, 
L808, he.and George Stevens, of Ca- 
haan Mills, Mass., purchased the old 
Bates tavern property Which included . 
the land now occupied by the Ahwaga 
house and the south end of Church 
stveet, together with the land opposite 
on the. bank of the river. The tavern 
stood where the Ahwaga house now 
stands, and in a wing at the east end 
of it was a store. 

Soon after making this purchase. 
Mr. Punmpelly returned to Salisbury, 
but came back to Owego: about a 
year afterward. He brought back 
from the east a stock of goods, prin- 
cipally hats, and occupied the store in 
the tavern building. He was a shrewd 
trader, a man of great geniality, and 
Was very successful in his business. 
The year after opening his store he 
purchased Mr. Stevens’s interest in 
the hotel property. Later he built ‘a 
store on the ‘south side of Front 
street, where he dealt in all kinds of 
merchandise, and purchased lumber, 
salt, and plaster, which he shipped 
down the river in arks and rafts. At 
this time he owned a saw mill three 
and one-half miles north of Owego. 
On the first of December,1829, his son- 
in-law, _George  Bacon,. became _ his 
‘partner in the business, and the firm 
of Pumpelly & Bacon continued sev- 
eral years. Pike 

In the summer of 1815 Mr. Pum- 
pelly built a new house on the lots 
now. oceupied by the residences of 
judge H, A. Mead and Miss Anna M. 
Dean on the north side of Front 
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street. This was a large and elegant 
mansion, painted white. It stood at 
the west end of the lot, about twenty 
feet back from the. sidewalk, and the 
large yard east of it was covered with 
a small grove of pines and other 
trees. It was the largest and finest 
house that had been built in Owego 
up to that time. The lot extended 
back its full length to - Main street. 
In 1829 Mr. | Pumpelly’s brother, 
Harmon Pumpelly, built the hand- 
some brick residence now owned by’ 
james Iorsyth in» west Front. street. 
When Harmon Pumpelly removed to 
Albany in, 1$41l Charles Pumpelly pur- 
chased the property of him and re 
moved thereto. The: old residence: 
was afterward converted into a semi- 
nary for young ladies. and was. con- 
ducted by various teachers until 1860, 
when it was torn down. 
Mr. Pumpelly was. born at Salis- 
bury, Conn., . Dee... 18) 17M. He: was 
supervisor of the town of Owego sev- 
eral years and held other town offices. 
In 1811 he was appointed paymaster 
in. lieutenant-colonel Oliver Hunting- 
ton’s regiment. He was paymaster of 
Col. KWlijah Shoemaker’s 53d regiment 
at the time of his resignation in 1819. 
In 1821 he was a. delegate from 
Broome county (this county being 
‘then within the limits of Broome 
county) to the. convention which 
framed the state constitution that 
year. In 1825 he was member of as- 
sembly. After the death of his 
brother, - James; Pumpely,.he  suc- 
-ceeded him as president of the Owego 
academy. -He died at Owego Jan. 6, 
1855. Mr. Pumpelly. has been de- 
seribed as a man of great energy of 
character, possessed of a pleasant 
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femperament, and highly respected 
for his many excellent qualities, 

The children of Charles and: Fran- 
ces (Avery) Pumpelly were as_ fol- 
lows: 


1. John Charles Pumpelly, born: 28 
Oct., 1804. Died at Owego 9 March, 
1830. | 

2. Mary Ann 'Pumpelly, born 31 

Dee., 1806. Married George Bacon 
IG, Nov,,.,.1826.. Died at Owego: 11. 
Feb., 1845. ; 
3. Susan Isabella Pumpelly,. born 
24 April, 1807. Married George J. 
Punipelly ,.24, April; . 1832. Died at 
Owego 30 July, 1864. 

4. Frances Wliza Pumpelly, born 
19. March, 1811. Married” Joseph S. 
Bosworth 17 Sept., 1833. Died in New 
York city 30 March, 1879. © 

Qo. Catherine Ann Pumpelly, born 
28 Feb., 1813. Married John M. Par- 
ker 18 Sept., 1835. Died at Owego 30 
Dee., 1845. 

6. Harriet Amelia Pumpelly, born 
7 Gee OP eaS. Married Theodore 
Freelinghuysen, of New Jersey, 14 
Oct., 1857. Died 8 Feb., 1876, in Troy, 
Nie. 

7. Stella Avery Pumpelly; born 19 
Sept., 1817. Married. John M. Parker 
1 March, 1854. Died at Owego 28 
Sept., 1894. 

Ss. Caroline Augusta Pumpelly, 
born. 6 Feb., 1820. Died at Owego 24 
Oct., 1901. 

9. James Pumpelly, born 238 Sept.; 
1822. Died at Owego 3 Dec., 1823. 

10. Lydia Abby Pumpelly, born 26 
June, 1827. Married James Forsyth, 
of Troy, N. Y., 25 July, 1860. Died in 
Troy 12 Aug., 1874. 

Joseph §. -Bosworth, who married 
Frances Eliza Pumpelly, was born at 
Lisle, Broome. county, and practised 
law at Binghamton. He went to New 
York, where he became eminent as a 
lawyer and advocate, and was’ elected 
a justice of the supreme court. 

Theodore Freelinghuysen, who mar- 
ried Harriet Pumpelly, was a distin: 
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guished man of his time. He was 
born in 1787 at Franklin, N. J., and 
was graduated from. Princeton col- 
lege in 1804, In the war of 1812 he 
raised and commanded a company of 
volunteers. In IS817 he became attor- 
ney general, of New Jersey, and in 
1829 a United States senator. In 1858 
he was made ehancellor of the uni- 
versity of New York. In i844 he was 
the Whig candidate for vice-president, 
-of the United States. In 1850 he re- 
signed from the university and. re- 
moved. to New, Brunswick, N. . J., 
where he was president .of Rutgers 
college fronry 800 until his death, 
April 12,. 186k. 

George Bacon, who married Mary 
Ann. Pumpelly, was, born at.. Wood- 
burn, Mass.) March ..21. 1804... Three 
years subsequent to his marriage, Dec. 
-&, 1829, he became, ia partner of his 
father-in-law, Charles Pumpelly, | in 
the general mercantile. business in 
the Iront street store under .the firm 
name of Pumpelly & Bacon. .Several 
years afterward he became sole pro- 
prietor of the business, which he con- 
ducted until the store burned in the 
great fire of 1849, when he retired 
from active business. 

In March, 1829,.Mr: Bacon bought 
of Klisha Coit the lot containing three 
aeres of land on. which Gurdon _H. 
Pumpelly’s residence now stands on 
the south side of Front street, west 
of Academy street and built thereon 
a large and handsome house in which 
he lived several years. He sold the 
property to Lewis C. England in 
April, 1858... John, KR. Chattield . pur 
chased it in September, 1862, and 
lived there until 1902, when he sold 
it to Mr. Pumpelly, who tore down the 
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house and built his present residence 
on the site. 

During the latter part of his life Mr. 
Bacon lived at the Ahwaga house, 
Where he died April 3, 1862, aged 58 
years. His children .were Col. Geo 
Albert Bacon, who was colonel of a 
cavalry regiment during the civil war 
aud afterward for many years assist- 
ant doorkeeper of the house of repre- 
sentatives at Washington. He died 
March 6, 1905, at Carlyle, Il., aged 73 
years. _ His, other son, Charles P. 
Bacon, died at lowa City, lowa, April 
20, 1884, and his daughter, Fanny §S. 
Bacon, who became the wife. of 
Charles T. Ransom, died Jan. 7, 1897,” 
in Washington, D. C.— 

John M. Parker was born at Gran- 
ville, Washington county, N. Y., where 
his: father, John C. Parker, was a dis- 
tinguished lawyer, June 14, 1805. He 
was graduated from Middlebury col- 
lege in Vermont in 1828. He and 
John J. Taylor were fellow students 
and friends in the law office of John - 
P; Cushman at Troy, N. Y. Mr. Tay- 
lor came to Owego in 18384. He in- 
duced Mr. Parker to also come here 
and ‘he came in 1835,.and became the 
law partner ot: William Platt. He was 
a sound lawyer and attained the front 
rank in his = profession. tn 1854 he- 
was elected to congress and_ re- 
elected in 1856. He was elected a jus- 
tice of the supreme court in 1859 and 
held the office at the time of his death 
on Dec. 16, 1878. During a part of his 
service as a judge he sat as a member 
of the court of appeals. He and his 
son, Charles E. Parker, enjoy the dis- 
tinction of having been the only two 
men ever elected to the supreme 
court bench from Tioga county. In 
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LS 
his centennial history of Tioga county 
William I’ Warner, himself a promi-- 
nent member of the bar, writes as fol- 
lows. in praise-ol Jotn Parker: 

“He possessed ripe scholarship aud 
a high order of inteHect. THis learn- 
Ing as a jurist “was exact | and «pro- 
‘found, and his habits, manners, and 
culture eminently fitted him for the 
houorable and responsible | positions 
he so long filled. His life was marked 
by invariable uprightness. - By quict 
habits he escaped unpleasant ©. col- 
listons which most. professional men 
encounter. this even temper seemed 
never to be disturbed. Whatever his 
emotions, there was no outward sign 
of theny. . He always enjoyed = the 
highest respect of the bench and the 
bar. Pew equalled him in tmarshal- 
line the. facts; of uv case, ald; the. clear 
analysis’ and application of the ‘law. 
Hie was a severe student, and indefat- 
igable in the preparation’ of his de- 
cisions, and it is not iniprobable that 
by the severity of his labors of this 
kind he hastened his death, which 
was sudden and untimely.” 

Charles Io. Patker was’ elected 
judge of Tioga: county in 1883 and 
served until Jan’ 1, 1888, when he re- 
signed, having been elected a justice 
of the supreme court. In 1895 he was 
uppointed presiding justice of the ap- 
pellate division, and served until Aug- 
ust, 1906, when’ he resigned his office, 
having reached the’ age of, seventy 
years, beyond which the law does not 
permit a judge to serve. 


Another son of John M. Parker was 
Col. Mrancis H. Parker, who was edu- 
cated at the West Point military acad- 
cemy and graduated therefrom in Sot. 
lie served. through the civil war in 
the ordnance department. © He was 
chief ordnance oflicer of the army and, 
department of the Tennessee under 
Gens. Grant and Meade until the sur- 
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render at Appomattox. In 1865 he 
Was appointed conmmanding officer of 
Charleston, S. C. He was afterward 
successively in charge, either as ‘com- 
manding officer. or assistant. com- 
nianding officer of the arsenals at 
fkock Island, Ill., Detroit,, Mich. ,For- 
tress Monroe, Va.. Watertown, Mass., 
San Antonio,, Texas, Watervliet, .N. 
Y., and Pittsburgh, Pa. He died at the 
Allegheny arsenal at Pittsburgh Feb. 
1 EAI SLO 


WHLLIAM PUMPICLLY, 


Wiliam Pumpelly was born June 
17, 1788, at Salisbury, Conn., and was 
nearly fourteen years old when he 
camie, with his parents in the spring 
Of. Tet. to. Beers’s settlement. 

Ile came to Owego. in -1805. and ‘en- 
tered the land office of his brother, 
James. Ile spent the summer. in the 
woods, surveying Watkins & Flint’s 
purchase. He -was employed i sur: 
veying until 1812, when he went. to 
Ithaea, which had then grown into a 
‘a@ smmall settlement, where he pur- 
chased a genéral country store that 
had already been established. there, 
and went into the mercantile busi- 
ness. In 1814 he sold his’ stock -of 
goods aud returned to Owego. 

Two men froin. Montreal—Sparrow. 
and Crocker—had previous. to this 
time conie to Owego and built a large 
square building, painted white, on the 
West side of Park street where Rob- 
ert Bandler’s house now stands. This 
land, was apart of the Dr.-. Samuel 
Tinkham > estate. (They. had come to 
Owego direct from Montreal, bring- 
ing their stock of goods with them. 
At that time there was a _ pond ‘of 
water in front. of. the store in the 
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present. village park. This store 
building was afterward the property 
Of James Pumpelly and was burned. 

Mr. Punfpelly purchased Sparrow. & 
Crocker’s stock of goods “and con- 
tinued the business until 1816 or 1817, 
Then he removed inio a store on the 
-bank of the river, below where the 
bridge now jis, where he remained 
until he purchased a store on the 
south side of rout street, opposite 
Chureh: street, 

This store was a red wooden build- 
ing and stood ow the ground on which 
is now the brick building occupied by 
the Tioga club. Charles Punipelly’s 
store adjoined it on the east. Where 
Defiance hook and ladder company’s 
huilding now stands on the west side 
‘Was then a vacant lot, and George 
Bacon's store stood west of and ad- 
joining this space. ‘There was a base- 
ment under Charles Pumpelly’s store, 
to which access was had by doors on 
the east side of the building, which 
Was occupied by Wim. Gregory, a miar- 
ble cutter, and by John Arnold as: a 
Saloon. These buildings were = all 
bunaed. im. the preat. fire of Sept.” 27, 
i849, ii 

Wr: Punpelly. conducted the. mer 
cantile business in this ‘store until 
ls44, when he retired from ‘business 
with a handsome competence. He 
was for several years president of 
the old bank of Owego, now. the First 
National bank of Owego. 

Mr. Pumpelly lived for many y rs 
in a house. which stood on ground 
now occupied by the Exchange hotel 
barn on the north side of Front street 
and west of Park street. The house 
was afterward occupied by Robert 
Cameron and was burned Oct. H;, L867, 
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ina fire which burned many other 
Valuable buildings in that part of the 
Village. He afterward built and lived 
until his death in the house which is 
still standing on the north side of 
Irout street, the third house west of 
Ross. street, now occupied by T..-B. 
Oakley. | 

Mir. Pumpelly’s first wife was Sarah 

Minily Tinkham, daughter of Dr. Sam- 
uel ‘Tinkham. Vhey were married’ in 
June, 1814. She died at Owego 
March 31, 1822, aged 27 years. They 
had one daughter, Kmily Pumpelly, 
who was the second wife of William 
Pe Piace) 
Mr. Pumpelly’s second wife Was 
Mary H. Welles, daughter of George 
and Prudenee (‘Valeott) Welles, of 
Athens, Pa., Where she was born May 
6, 1800. They were married Oct. 20, 
[set Her brothers) George .Elenry 
Welles, of Athens, and Dr. Charles F. 
Welles, of Wyalusing, were two of the 
most distinguished men in Bradford - 
eounty in their day. They were sons 
of George Welles, a graduate of Yale 
college, who came ‘from Glastenbury, 
Coni., iy 1799 to. Tiega, Pomt, where 
he became land agent for Charles 
arrol, of Carrolton, and where he 
died in 1518. 

Mrs. Pumpelly was a lady of -cul- 
ture and refinement, an artist and a 
poet of considerable ability, and was 
educated in PiInladelphia. She ac- 
conipanied her youngest son, Raph- 
ael, to Germany, Where he pursued 
his studies in the universities, and 
she became an excellent German, 
Krench, and Italian’ linguist and 
scholar. In 1852 a volume containing 
three of. her poems,. “Belshazzar's 
Feast,’ “Herod's Feast,” and “Pilate’s 
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Wife’s Dream,” was published in New 
York She also contributed pooms to . 
the “Atlantie Monthly” and the “Gal 
axy.’ © Afters the’ death: of» Mr... Pum- 
pelly, Nov. L7, 1876, she went abroad 
and. died in Paris, France, Dee. 14, 
IS79. Tler body was brought to Owe- 
#O Wm February, 1880; and buried in 
IKivergreen cemetery, 

Vhe children of William and Mary 
iW. (Welles) Pwnpelly were cas fol- 
lOWS: . 

1, John Wollenback Pumpelly,born 
1G) mae. 182i Married Mary Ann 
Foote, daughter. of Dr. iuyman. Feote, 
a surgeon in the: U.S. army, 28 Feb,, 
sts. She. diedhy 1877.” ile died at 
Waltham, Mass, Dees 6, £907. 

2. Susan Welles Pumpelly, born 25 
May, 1825. Died 9 Navy.,- 1830, 

o. Marie Antoinette Puinpelly,born 
o. Mareh,. “1832; Married Jeremiah 
Loder, of New: York city; 28° Jan, 
1832,. .Mr. Loder’s father, Benjanin 
Loder, was. president olf the .New 
York and Mrie railroad from 1815 _ to 
F838; 

4. Josephine Pumpelly, born 3 
Aug., 1835. Died 20 March, 1838. 

“>. Raphael. Pumpetly,. ..born S 
pept.,. loov. Married -W)iza I. Shep- 
ard, ot -Dorthester, . Mass., “20 °Oet., 
1S69, : 

Raphael Punpelly bas attained em- 
inence as a geologist. lle was educa- 
ted at the Owego academy and in 
Paris, ITanover, and Frieberg-in-Sax- 
ony. tle returned to America in 1860: 
and became interested in silver min- 
ing in Arizona and other parts of the 
far west. In 1861 he was employed 
by the Japanese government to de- 
termine the mineral resources of the 
island of Yesso, and in 1863 was em- 
y. the coal regions of 
Northern China. In 1866 he became 
professor of mining engineering at 
Harvard university. In 1870 he made 
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a survey of the eopper regions of 
‘Michigan and the next year became 
State geologist of “Missouri. — In Auge * 
ust, Isco, he wis appointed dircetor 
of the United States geological sur- 
vey of all territory east of the Miss- 
issippl river. —n September, IS$S!t, he 
resigned this position, having been en- 
gaged’ by the Oregon transcontinential 
company to make a full survey of 
the region traversed by the Northern 
Paciftic railway and navigation com- 
pany, embracing a territory. 1,000 
miles in extent from east to west and 
000 Dules fron, rrerth to south and 
containing more than 500,000, square 
niles: In 1900 he was engaged by the 
-Andrew Carnegie company of Pitts- 
piteh: Pai. to Jocate iron. mines in 
the noriuiwest and Canada. In 1904 
-he headed an expedition, backed by . 
Andrew Carnegie, to make archaeo- 
logical researches in the buried cities 
of western, Afghanistan. and the Cri-. 
mea, 

Mr. Pumpelly- isi. they author: .. Ot 
“Geologieal Researches in China, 
Mongolia and Japan Puring — the 
Years 1862. to 1865," published -at 
Washington, th 1806, and: “Across 
Anyerica and-Asia,”’ an. account of .an 
overland journey from Japan through 
‘Mongolia, Siberia, and Russia, pub- 
lished in New York in 1569. 
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HARMON PUMPICLILY: 


Hlarmon Pulmpelly, the youngest sou 
of John Punpelly, was. born at Salis- 
bury, Conu., and: Was alittle Joss thau 
seven years of age when the fanrily 
came to Beers’s settlement. Me cane 
fo Owego when he was twenty yoars of 
age: and: with his brother, William 
Pumpelly, and Was employed by their 
oldest brother, James Puapellyjin sur- 
veying Jaids.  Ivatcr le engaged in 
the mercantile business and luinber- 
mg. Like ns prothers he owas very 
successful and becume a large = land 
COW Feat 


lle married Melplrine Drake, daugh- 
tor of judge John &. Drake. After his 
inarriage he lived with the. family of 
judge Drake wntt) 1829, when he pur- 
chased the lot on which dames For-. 
syth’s house stands, on the nortir side 
of front strect, west of and adjoining 
the Jane extending fron: Front to 
Nain streets: ind. .known- for vray 
veurs as Canip alley and Tater as Par- 
Keres Fane. ‘ihis lot extended back 
io Moin street. ‘rhe property had 
heen owned by Nathan Camp, who 
lad intended to build a residence: for 
himself on it but he died in 1819 be- 
“Sore le. could begin the work. After 
» his death his son, lrederick M. Camp, 
cof “Ulysses, Tompkins county, as 
guardian for Nathan H. Camp,sold the 
Tot in September, 1829) 10 Mr. Pum: 
pelly, who. built. thereon: the, large 
brick house which still, stands there. 
lw 1841 -he sold: the property to his 
brother, Charles Pumipetly, who lived 
there -until his death an 1855." The 
house was afterward owned and occu- 
pied by Charles. Pumpelly’s daughter, 
Mrs. John M.- Parker, until her death 
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Jin T894, and it then beeame the. prop- 
erty, by devise, of her nephew, James 
forsy th. 


Hlarinion Pumpelly: was active in 
public affairs. tle was’a member of 
Lie first board of village trustees and 
was reelected. four. times,. He: also . 
Seuped as. an -offieer,, im the state 
militia. In: 1821 he. was) appointed 
lietionunt of a company, of riflemen 
wud in 1822 was promoted to captain 
in the, 20ist regiment of infantry, 
which was organized May 16 in that 
year, 


fi 1841 Mer. Pumpelly removed from 
Owego to Alliany. He was already 
possesscod Of considerable wealth. Ile 
embarked in large ‘financial opera- 
tions, Which invariably proved suc- 
cesfal. He became. prominently con- 
neeted with the Albany savings biak, 
the Albany gaslight company, and ‘the. - 
Albiny. Insurance “conipany, all ~ of 
which he was president. He lived in 
element style im that: city for - forty 
years.” Hé lived in a> large. house, 
which he loved to fill with genial und 
cultured people. His entertainments 
were always in the best of taste, and 
his dinners were noted for the good 
wines, costly plate, and fine glass at a 
time when such things were not as 
comniorn as they are to-day. 


The children .of Harmon and Del- 
phine (Drake) Pumpelly were Adeline 
Jerusha Puimpelly, who was born in 
Owego and who was married to Col. 
James Kidd, of “Albany; a promiment 
man, who was county treasurer, post- 
Inaster, etc., and Mary Delphine Puin- 
pelly, who was also. boriy in Owego 


Hod owhoa. hecame the wire --of. (ren. 


i 


4 ae hae St. eo bieoniy ewe : 


ae hrokaboqen enw ke 
: < as mr io, ese | 4 


. ae Piren Shit rf 


hia) bas. enn ang ‘hail 


a 



























Bee tte) tatsanate eheg 
Me py Bera ee 
{499 “cLirsatuagny anid} 
Aaa, He T Oe. Cdl A, only .: 


Thus : Mitaysitod ow mt 








‘rol tol ais | dank, ab ty, 
“onwad ‘ygiat : ‘* i boll 7) 
‘haw: teiaoy iby. Na ot 1 be 

UPR Cy “ee 
bos olen jo Foard: re 
bacy ailt sor belon EAs 
aie muky aut Bue ws: 
8) JO OOM anatlif 4 
 phod iG. 


a Becue she ah 10 5 


165 


Jolin Meredith: Read, of Puiliedelphia, 
Pa., April 7; i859 


Mas. Harmon. Pumpelly died — at 
Oweeo- Keb. 27, 1839. After’ her death 
Mr. Punrpelly travelled in Murope un- 
it: his removal..t Albany inthe fo: 
lowing year. . 1s’ seeond wife ‘was 
Maria Brinckerhotf, daughter of Peter 
brinekcrholf, @ representative of one 
of the old ‘Datel families of Albany. 
They were married ti tS41. She owas. 
w granddaughter of Rutger Bleecker, 
prayer. of Albany from’ - 1726 to 1728, 
She. died.in.: Albany April: 23, 1887, 
aged sav - Years, Harmon  Pumipelly 
died fy Albany Sept. 29, 1882. He left 
aun -vetate valued: at % 1 VOO,000 

Con, Johye Meredith “Read was a 
erandson of George Read. of Dela- 
Ware, one ol! the sivners of the decla- 
ration of Independence, and his father 
was chief justice John Meredith Read 
ol Pennsylvanii, | He owas worm in 
Philidelphia and was admitted to the 
bar in Albany. Ile was adjutant-gen- 
eral’ of the ostare..ot.. New York an 
1866-66. Gen. Grant when president 
offered hit a.,comraission as major in 
the regular arnis and also the post of 
inister to Spain, both of which he 
dechned: In, k86% the new. post ol 
consul-general to trance and Algeria 
wits created for him. 

Mrs. Read, by reason of her great 
beauty, tact, and intelligence, soon be- 
came one of the most noted beauties 
of the court of emperor Napoleon II! 
at that time the most brilliant court 
in Wunope. 

During the FEFranco-German war 
Gen. Read was consul-general for Ger- 
‘Many as well as consul-general for 
the United States: In November, 
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1873, he was appointed United States 
iuinister to Greece and. served until 
September, E87), when he resigned. ble 
died at his» home ino Paris, France, 
Pegember. 129; (1896. Mrs. Read also 
died in Panis, May 29) (1902. 

Them daughters were Mrs.. Edwards 
Spencer, of Hnglaund, and Marie WDel- 
phine Read, who in November, 1895; 
Wits inarried in Paris; France, tothe 
Coun Max. de. ‘Foaras,,. son’ of -Count 
Aredio : de Moras, of Savoy, Mrance, 
Gen. Read's sous were major Harnion 
“Pumpelly . Read: and Col. Johu |Mere- 
dith itead, who commanded the. Al- 
Dauy: rangers during the Sypanish- 
American wat and who marticd. the 
Countess Alix deloras, a sister of his 
sister's husband, in. March, 1901. 

LORENZO REEVES... 

Lorenzo Reeves... was born March: 
v5, 1792, near the southern boundary 
Gf Vermont, where, his father, ~ lazra 
Reeves,owimed a terry on the Connecti 
cut river, His grandfather, Rev. Kzra_ 
Reeves, Was for more than filty years 
pastor of a church at Holland, Mass. 
Rev. kara Reeves was.a cousin: of 
judge “Rapping Reeve, who was. chict 
justice. of Connecticut and who mar- 
ried Sarah, only sister of Aaron Burr, 
Viee-principal of, Princeton college, 
and a veranddiaughter of Jonathan Ind- 
wards. 

When he was. about twenty-six 
years of age Lorenzo, Reeves came on 
Chorseback from Vermont into the 
wilds of New York. Attracted by the 
beauty of the Susquehanna valley 
and the pleasant manner in which he 
was received by the early residents, 
he decided to settle in Owego. — He 
opened a general country store on the 
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West side ol Lake street, a little north 
of Kront street, opposite .where ‘the 
Owego tational bisitk now stands. He 
also built an ark yard. below his resi- 
dence at the west end of Prout street 
and carricd on a luuiber business. de 
continued the mercantile busines un- 
tal his death Janitary Ody LOY. 


¢ 


Ves Meeves's “eharvéter as 4. busi- 
bess Man Was that of sterling integ- 
rity, dle was universally. kiiown -as 
“deacon” Reeves: lone before the 
chureh -had conferred. upon ‘him that 
title. He was’ the first merehant in 
Owego to banish intoxicating liquor: 
fromt his store and take his staid as 
dm Consistent temperance man. lle 
wounld not under any. circumstances 
transact business on Sunday nor al- 
low it to be done. for jain. 


It is related jhat on one occasion 
When on his way down the river with 
w Shipment of lumber, he gave orders 
Saturday night to pull into shore and 
{ie Mj) the: talts.-, ddis men .renion- 
strated—the water was. falling rapidly’ 
uid it would be inipossible to go any 
further if they should Jose a-day. Mr. 
Roeves was dent. to. every | remeon- 
stranee, and every Wan deft him. and 
rettrned to Owego. 


The next day he attended church, 
spending Sunday as if at his home. 
[fe arose early Monday morning with 
some anxiety, feeling that, although 
‘he had done right, he could illy afford 
to wait until the next freshet to re- 
alize on | his lumber. . Fortunately, 
While -at -bneaktiast,. a man came on 
board and: purchased the entire raft, 
paying a good price for it. 

For a short period after’ his. first 
coming to Owego Mr. Reeves was as- 
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sociated with klisha Bundy in the 
mercantile business. Their store was 
still on the west side, of Lake: street, 
one door north of Rollin’ block. 

Mr. Bundy, who was commonly 
known as “judge” Bundy through his 
having presided at the mock trials 
in that travesty of the courts known 
as the “moral society,’ came to Owego 
from, Yermont in.1815. He removed 
to the town of :Catherine,, Schuyler 
county, in 1826, and thence four years 
later to Elmira, where he. became 
landlord of the old Mansion house 
and where -he, died in 1838. . He also 
kept another: hotel known as the 
Bundy house during his residence in 
nina, 

While living in Owego Mr. Bundy. . 
was also in partnership with Joseph 
Berry and kept a meat market on the 
west side of lake street, about where 
the Chamberlain brick | block. now 
stands. Bundy & Berry also. con- 
dueted one of the several distilleries 
then existing in this vicnnity. 

Mr. Berry: was an early settler in 
Owego. He came trom the east about 
the year 18$04.. In 1822 he was in com- 
pany with one of the Kly brothers in 
a general mercantile) business In 
“Cauldwell row.” ‘lhe same year he 
filled the office of coroner. . He was 
the commissioner who had charge of 
building the first county clerk’s office 
in Court street. 

One of Mr. Berry’s sons: was Joseph 
Berry, Who was successively a_rail- 
road brakeman, a moulder, a photog- 
rapher, and at the time of his death in 
April, 1897, a member of the firm of 
Sporer, Carlson & Berry, piano manu- 
facturers. His wife was the daughter 
of Capt. Kliakin: Goodrich, one of the 























apes uw ait . jase te 
sabyadek pe i ‘Wo sor os i 
wea net Goods uae DEBE at eH. 
genanad Si. otto “emanate ut soit 
eahod HolaugM blo ost da mokbant is 
dale ob Boar th both ott ena sa 
mit ee. weead . food) idoag | dao 
US ia sou bia’ als ahi sand” hut 
ie Pails) Re i 
if ean a4 oeewd. ub galyll ON 
“ahead ddiw: uideioating, ise Sat 1. poco 
wil) HO Jookigit lest Jupd baw Los saat 

Sm ss mods wage ‘od cil: For shal, bet 
“Wa Avokd Gi i absinthe peice ae 
spel self att a Pear ji Panieatee i 











fii sitio ee’ tts “enw Lu 
puode jane oat ato qunno ort “oe 
“ALO pL RIE wd $ Cet abe ! 
oa. areitjord it Eye 1s ane ‘ite 
ae arti liao Tbtetoy 8 
a 460% enna ohh eat, owbbn ed 
ae RES, to hives se 


eH Vi 





rake 


mc 


169 


early settlers’ of the town of Tioga. 
Another son Was Frank’ Berry, who 
wis engaged in the’ liquor business 
in Owego. Joseph Berry in the spring 
of 1826 bought a farm in the town of 
Newark Valley, upon which he moved 
and. where he was living at. the time 
of his ‘death ir 1330. 

Mr. Berry built: and ‘lived tn ‘the 
howse on the north side of Front 
street, east of William strect, which 
was later oceupied by Dr. J. Vee Ar- 
nord and. is ‘tow owned ‘by We Ne 
Richards. Mr. Bundy lived in the 
next house west of it, now occupied 
by Mrs. Caroline Rounseville. These 
lots were owned by Mi. Bundy, who. 
sold them for $500 to Mr. Reeves in 
August, 1826. 

At the time of his death Mr. Reevés 
owned the ground on .the west side 
of Lake street.on which: Hill. & Par- 
ker’s brick block now, stands. His 
widow, Maria lL. Reeves, who had con- 
dueted a millinery business several 
years, afterward became the second 
wife of Col. Benoni B.. Curry: Col, 
Curry wos a tailor. He came to. Owe- 
evo from Orange county in 1840. He 
(ed “at. Pleasant Valley, N. .J.,. Jan. 
19, 1875. “ 

On this lot; alittle: back .Jrom the 
sidewalk,’ was Mr. Reeves’s house, 
which Col. Curry in 1848 enlarged: and 
converted into a. temperance. tavern 
and. called it the Croton house. Col. 
Curry was landlord of the: hotel when 
it was burned in the great fire of Sep- 
teniber,, 1343% 

When the debris left from the. fire 
‘had been removed Col. Curry caused 
to be built on the back part of the 
lot; wear the, Owego academy yard, 
a small one-story house, about 40 by 
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oY) feet in size in which’ he lived. 
This -house was mounted ou wlreels 
taken from a railroad freight car and 
placed onan iron track which ex- 
tended out) into: Jake. street... Col. 
Curry’s idea was that in. case liis 
unique structure should be endan- 
esered by fire it could be run out of 
danger by pushing or drawing it along 
the track to the street. The building 
stood there, the subjeet of some curi- 
onity and? much colanent, until the 
property was sold in 1862. to Martin 
Ashley, who built Ashley hall thereon. 
Dir. James Wilson purchased the proy- 
erty in. 1867 and in April, t868,the hall 
Was burned. It was rebuilt the same 
year aus a theatre ‘and again burned 
iy Mobruary, 1904, 0 8he brick block 
ereetcd by Chas. [. Parker and F. @. 
[lil] ins 1904 now occupies the site. 


he children — of deacon Lorenzo 
VM da! Clank): Bceves ~were 
Mara Warren Reeves, Wdward Payson 
Reeves, Tapping Reeves, Jane lLucin- 
‘da Reeves, and David Wallis Reeves. 

Tapping Reeves was born March 7, 
[S3u, at Owego. He went to Califor- 
nia in 1856, Ile died at Reeves’s 
Mailts: Calo daly 9, '885.'- His: mother 
and sister went also to Califormia in 
Sor.) Nirs. Meira LL. Reeves. died cat 
Litthe River? Cat, April 28, 1870, azed 
70 years. 3 

Mara Warren Reeves was born April 
& boeu, at Owego, where he was for 
Inany years engaged in the book -and 
newWs business. Tle married Caroline 
A. Slosson, daughter of Iftranklin Stos- 
son, Dec.16, 1851. Mr... Slosson, kept 
a book store in Owego several years. 
Mr. Reeves removed to California in 
iia; He purchased a ranch in -Men- 
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ihcino county, Cal, and: died there 
sept. 30) Loss. 


bavid Wallis Reeves became fa- 
mous as a Musician and bandmaster. 
fle was bor Feb. 14, 1838, at Owego, 
fess Chan owulyear) previews j4u) 4 his 
father’s death: dle received his miusi- 
end cducation under Thonrms Canhaui, 
of Binghamton, a celebrated band 
loader of his das. \At the oawee of 
he was the leader of, a circus) bind, 
and later was a member of the fameus 
Hodworth’s .bamwd: in >New York eity. 
La February, 4806, he “hecame’ the 
leader of the Ameriean bavd at .Provi- 
dence, KR.cd., wineh vwunader his: leader- 
whip ranked as one of the greatest 
bands. in America, and he “was tts 
leader at the :time of his death on 
Bere 8) 0900, 6 De Wea be ewes | nay 
have inherited’. his musical talent 
from his father, for deacon Lorenzo 
Reeves is said to have bee proficient 
asa player of the bass viol, an instru- 
ment much in use in ehureh choirs 
before the introduction of the organ. 

APT: SYUVANUS FOX. 

Capt. Sylvanus. ox, was bora: May 
6, 1797, at North ‘Clastenbuwry, Conn. 
and came to Owevo in 1805 with the 
Taleotts, when six years of uge. ‘He 
learned the carpenter's trade, which 
he followed all his life. . He lived at 
the southeast corner of North avenue 
and fox street. The house still stands 
there but its appearanee has been en 
tirely changed. by the building of a 
‘store thereto oon the North avenue 
side. » Capt. Pox died in this house 
Adie 24) ROTI ROK” Street” was’ So 
named in lis honor in rebruary, 1821, 
{t had been previously. known as 
Kourth street. 
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Capt. lox was a prominent and use: 
fal citizen. Fe was an active member 
of the fire department and was: chief 
enpimeer i 1647. Vsh6: wid 18d7. fle 
tnade the first hook and ladder equip- 
nent in 1847. Between the years 183" 
and ISs62 he was cleven times’ eleeted 
a member of the village board of trus- 
tees and he was president of: the yil- 
lage iu 1840. aha 

Capt. Pox married Naney Ann Tay- 
tor ot the town of Tioea, Dec, 23. 
beds She. died “Aue. 13)1875: at. the: 
home of her son, George Fox, at TLo- 
wanda, Pa. 'Pheir children were as 
follows: é 

1. George’ Ndward: Fox, bory 5 
NOV. [822; at Owego. | Married Sirah: 
Ann J@onard 14 Jan., 1843. 

2... wleager ‘Baylor Mox, born 8 Aug. 
1825, at Owego. Married Lydia Sophie 
fioinet, daughter of Charles Honiet, of 
Aey lan), Pa. % Ireb., 1847.°: He died at 
Towanda, Pa., 13° Vee., 1887. 

oe Charles Sylvanus Tox, born 19 
Mirch, 1801, aut Owego. Married. his 
cousin, tiarriet’ M. Porter: -at Glasten- 
bury, Cony, 19 Sept., 18538: He -died 
0 Mareh, 1876; in Jersey City, N. J. 

1 Krederick . Wox, bern 13. Dec., 
18o7, at Owego. Married Mary Schu- 
ntunburger, of Warren, Ohio, 24 Nov., 
Wot. We died in 1865 and his widow 
married S. Allen Richards, of Struth- 
ers, <Onio; . 

George i. and Eleazer T.. Fox. re- 
moved trom Owego to Vowanda, Pa., 
about the year, 1841, where Wleazer 
Fox engaged in the business of buying 
and shipping lumber down the Sus- 
quehanna river in rafts. His brother, 
George assisted him. Later EKleazer 
Fox engaged in the grocery business, 
and became one of the leading spirits 
in Towanda’s enterprises. : ; 

Charles S. Fox was. the station bayg- 
gage master for the lMrie railroad com- 
pany at Jersey City many years. 
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Krederick fox. was a telegraph oper: 
autor. Me was a soldier “in the ‘civil 
War, serving as first sergeant i Co. 
iM, Phitd New York volunteers, ug: 
tered in May, 1861.“ Atter the war he 
lived al Leavettsbure, Ohio, where he 
Was train dispatcher on the Mahoning 
Givision: Of ane: Atlantic “& “ Grek 
Western railvoud. “Ile died in iS65, 

RICHARD WOU Sa aA. 

Richard. tnelsh Cushnian eaime to 
Owe tn oted2> From ~Pounret;. Cot: 
Vie Was Dorn ae 2. [Ese at Strat- 
ford,. Cotm., and was a-carpconter and 
Capmet Maker by trade, tle was of 
the seventh veneration  ~m .desceaiit 
from Robert Cushman, who Was born 
between 1580 and 1585 in the north 
of Bunghind and removed to Tolland 
in LOUS > to Ejay religious freedom, 
Robert Cushman exme to America in 
1621 in the shay Mortune,” which was 
the west vessel. that arrived, after 
the: “oMayllower,” aud Tanded at Ply- 
mouth, Mass. in November Of that 
year. He erossed the Atlantic for tac 
purpose Of joining those already here 
‘ia aw mutual effort to establish and lay 
deep the foundations of civil and re- 
ligtous liberty an the new world. 

Robert: Cushmins  soh, Thomas, 
bern ly ingland: ay lrebruary, 1GUS, 
atse -canie to. wAtveriea. in, the "lor 
tune.” His som: tsaac Cushman, was- 
born Novy. Lo, 1676. at Plympton, Mass., 
Isaae’s. -son,  Nathaniel,; was, born at 
Pivtajhon, May 25," 1712,° Lis son, 
whose name was also Nathaniel,was 
also bor at-<Piympton Sept. 2; L738. 
lie was the father of Richard Muglish, 
Cushinan. 

Richard E.. Cushinan’s father, . Na- 
thaniel Cushiman, bad ‘explored this 
valley at an early day, “having. de~ 
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sccnded the Susquehanna viver trom 
Otscexo lake to Wyoming in a Dbattean 
On a tour of- exploration in 1784, the 
next year after the proclamation ot 
peace and thimediately apon the close 
of our border Wariare, carrying back 
to his ueighbors and (ricnds an Va 
woul or the’ fertility’ of the valley 
us compared with the thinner soil of 
Connecticut. Ilis representations 
-eaused many in ‘the vicinity where Ire 
MvVed to leave. heme. and. friends in 
NeW Mangland. to becohre pioneers 
bi rey. His son) partaking of the spirit 
of adventure and eruigration, came 
here ty 132. 

MEAs, Cushman's carpenter shop Was 
at one time on the north side of Main 
street opposite where. St. Paul's’ rec- 
tory now stands.’ Iie lived below the 
bridge in pomt street.) he aftorward 
bought the lot at the southeast corner 
Or Main and Paige streets. where he 
built and lived in the house still stand: 
Ing aherve,., dei sold the ‘property in 
1850 to- his son-in-law, Joha Cameéron,. 
wid removed to Speedsville on a far, 
Later he. returned to Owego and in 
Mareh, 1859,, purchased the land -on 
the south’ side of Main street, cast of 
St. Patrick’s church and built thereon 
the house now owned by Lf... Austin 
Glark, the second house east of? the 
Chueh; in which house he: lived. dle 
sold this property later and built the 
house which is now the second house 
east of Paige street on the south side 
of Main -street’ and died there Aug. 
19, 1863. : | 

MY. Cushmait was twice married. 
lie first married Hannah Reed, ol 
Plainficld, GCoun., March 19, 1806.) She 
was born Jan. 80, 1783. She died at 
Owego Jiu 27, 1546." His’ Second wile, 
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Mrs. Martha til, was born at Athol, 
Wigs, Aug. 0987) She was marricd 
to Mr. Cushman at Speedsville, N. 
¥., Awe. 26, 149. She died in Oweea 
Judy Oe 187% 

Phe following were the children of 
“Richard '. and dlannah (Reed) Cush- 


WVekit 


[. Rey. Mareus Knight Cushmin, 
horn at Sangertield (now Waterville), 
NW. OY¥., 28 OG 2506. .° fe .entered the 
ministry of the Protestant Ipiscopal 
Gchureh in ISG. He joined the Pres 
byterian dehomination and. was re- 
eéived into ‘the. Presbytery of -Tiasa 
equnty 24+ Sept, 1646. ° Married Mi- 
Derya  (Cenaliss) Bopt., dsoa 1 wbied- at 
Wiverivy, NOY 8 Merpede aad; 

2. paral  Miria Cushtian, born. 19; 
NUN EES, Nlurcied) HWougnton But- 
ker 20. January, F351.  deben5. (Nev 
LsoS. 

o. duliza Cystiin, Dorms  Decen- 
DER, thie. Pier Pa Moreh,  TSp2. 

bE dehiza ) Ann Oushiian. bern ke 
dae  PehG, Pedal b Aae. P06, at 
Owego. a 

om Mary dane. Cushiian,:: born .9 
sel), 1818. Merried) John» Cameron - 
be May, Shore 2h Novi pisod, abie 
GAVE ED), 

G. William hk. Cushman, born 20 
Aug, 1821. Died. in. Cincinnati, -Ohia, 
Sho Mie, “LOS: 

WiiulalAal, CAMP: 

Willian, Nitta, Anson, and. Her 
mow Canp came to Owego fron New 
Milford, Conn., in 1805. 

Their grandfather owas William 
Camp, who lived at New Milford. 
klis four sons “were Dr, Wlisha ‘Gani, 
and Danicl, Mnos, and Nathan Camp. 
They. were all farmers. Nathan Cam) 
-was born at New Milford in January, 
1746, and married lsther Bostwick, 
daughter’ of ‘Arthur and” unice 
(Warriner).” Bostwitk Dee! “10, “1773; 


Their children Were as follows: 
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l. Anua Camp, born 28 May, 1775, 
at’ New Milford. Married Leman 
Stone in 1798. Died at Trumansburg, 
Mae. ih Abe... oh BOG) 

WA NY i Fete) Cath}. pera’. 1. Septi, 
7, at New Milford. Married Abi- 
gail Wirittlesey 27 June; 1801.° They 
came to Owego in 1805. She- was born 
ab) Kuteston,, Pa 30..Apmil, 177%.. He 
died ‘Mareh’' 5, 1826, She married, 
second, judge Stephen Strong 10 July, 

LSosS, and died at Owego 29 Oct., 1858. 

o Martha Canim, born. 22 Sept., 
iid, at New Milford... Married Isaac 
Stone in 1799. 

f vawothen Cam), Born 11° Feb; 
1782, at’ New Milford.’ Married Sus- 
anna P.. Avery, daughter or Samuel 
Avery, of Owego. She died at Owegu 
4 Aug., ISi3. Elis second- wife was 
Kanny Collier, a niece of Thomas Col- 
lier: She died’ 2. Oct., 1819, and he 
Lo” Mityy; 1819.4 

». Gen... Anson Jp, born «17% 
Oct... 1084, at New. Milford: .. Died at 
OWworo 22 March, docs.) Ee was, n- 
married: vei 

Girnkbermon :; Canin, born’ .'6 Oe¢t,, 
L78%; at New. Milford... Married (1) 
Mary C. Cook, 4 April, 1827. She: was 
bore 7. OC t799. ay Geneva, Na ¥., 
and died at Trumansburg, in 1840. 
Married (2) Catherine Cook 1 Oct., 
1840.. She died at. Trumansburg in 
LS48. Married: .(3) Sarah’: (Platt) 
Camp, daughter of Jonathan, Platt, -20 
sept, 48. She was born 10. May, 
Wil, at Nichols, N: Ys: ‘and .died ‘at 
Trumansburg 22. dan., 1894. 

‘Nathan Camp died at New Milford 
Oet...26, 1792. . firs . widow , married 
Jared Sperry in 1796. They had. one 
child, Esther Henrietta Sperry, who 
was born Sept. 6, 1798, at’.New .Mil- 
ford, .and married Stephen B. lieon-: 
ard, OF Owego, Web...22,) 1818. Mrs. 
Sperry died at Owego Sept. 2, 1840, 
aged So years and Mrs. Leonard April 
h, 1Si9. Bee eer 

When the four Camp brothers came 
to Owego their mother and halt-sister 
accompanied them. When they came 
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here they lived at first in a log house 
Which stood on the lot at the south- 
Vet COrner OOF. ‘Main’ ‘and Williaur 
streets, this belie’ the only” vacant 
house in Owego at the" time: This 
property they afterward purchased. 

In 18t4 Williams, Anson, and Nathan 
Camp purchased the property on the 
north side of Krout street between 
the Jot on which’ the Dugan house 
barn now stands, which was owned 
by William Pumpelly, and ‘Camp's 
lane, now kuown as Parker's lane. 
William Camp owned. the west one- 
third of the lot, Nathan the lot at. the 
cast end, and Anson Camp the lot be- 
tween the lots of his brothers... These 
lots extended back. to Main street, 
William and Anson Camp also owned 
the property on the south side of 
Mront street opposite their lots,  ex- 
tending to the river. 

William and Nathan, Camp -upon 
conning to Ow vO began a general 
nicreantile business. Their store was 
ou the south vside of Front. street 
where Camp's furnace now stands — 
and was in. the northwest corner of 
the Jot then owned by Caleb Jeach. 
The -buiiding. was > for may years 
known as the‘white store.” Mr. 
Leach sold the. property in July, 1813, 
to Willian and. Nathan Cainp. Na- © 
than .-Canry dred May 19, .1849,. and 
William Camp continued the business 
the rest of his life, “ ' 

Willian Camp was. fatally. injured 
by the explosion of the boiler of the 
steamboat. “Susquchanna”’ In the at- 
termoon oof "May 5, 1s26. “The "boat 
Was coming up the river on ler trial 
trip and while ascending the rapids 
at Neseopeck Falls, Opposite Berwick, 
Pa oskhe- SDuUnk St“ roek > arid’: the 
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explosion happened. Mr. Camp died 
a few hours after the accident. Wil 
dia Camp was. known. as judge 
Camp, having been in 1812 appointed 
an associate judge of Brooine (now 
Tioga) county, and he was reappoint- 
ed Ty: 7817. 


William Camp’s wife was Abigail 
Whittlesey, one of twin daughters of 
Capt. Asaph Whittlesey; who . was 
killed in the massacre of Wyoimineg.. 

Capt. Whittlesey was a son of Eli- 
phalet ©. Whittlesey, of Newington, 
‘Coun, aud was born there May 12, 
1753. He-was one of the Connecticut 
settlers in the seventeenth township 
of the state of Pennsylvania, of which 
Wilkes; Barre was the centre’ and 
principal town. Lin) ME ETT) oe 
Was Colmimissioned a captain in the 
third company of the 24th Connecti- 
eut regiment of infantry. This con-- 
pany was raised at Plymouth for the 
state service in theWyoming valley. 
fie was’ killed in ‘the battle at the 
head of hiis men July 3, 1778.. 


Capt. Whittlesey was scalped by an 
Indian and afterward crawled to his 
home and was found déad on the 
doorstep. He, had three daughters, 
Anna, Abigail, and Laura, who be 
came. the wives respectively, of Joel,. 
William, and Enos Camp. 

About a week before the massacre 
Mrs. Whittlesey started for Connecti- 
cut with a party of women, with her 
tant Qhild, Laura; in her arms, rid- 
ing on horseback. They. were’ in 
charge of Rev. Mr. Wattles, the cler- 
gymian. of the Wyoming valley,. who 
carried Mrs. Whittlesey’s daughter, 
Anna, then nearly three years of age, 
on horseback. ; 















as iealegae per Sa iol pe 

yew ol. Mewoi he dyed aid. 
awline (We Yo wionaendt ot a 
‘ ih a. ™ Lah ee Leto eee: he 


; cP eng ery wee ae bia Cee e 
hu Seaihenaiail ods bai mina: Haeeciiocel aa 





li Dihw rey prestrain te heb me yo. - : 
pik it: prea Or: text vende 2 
wit. \VEOL 2 pgp) alk: ee teulonn 

‘i pac ih, oe “ "tema mio, & 






a pay he ‘uted oi ia nome fw 4 
rie eae oi ie ind carat dence desis: 











with ‘ab ed MIPID 
it uo. baa Buvot ae 
" eg roa garnet Nat at 
ed onw dot! bata 
st pale Fre, lipniy Wisi 


ae oom 
ie ole, odd 


179 

Abigail Whittlesey, who was then 
fifteen months old, was left with her 
father, Capt; Whittlesey. The night 
before the massacre he put her on 4 
raft im charge of an old man and his 
wife, with instructions to take her to 
Baltimore, it possible. They fNoated- 
down the river «at: night and. tied up 
the bout during the day until thes 
reached Tavre de Grace! Vids} ae 
quan and his wife both died afterward 
of small pox. A’year later her grand 
father came froin Connecticut, found 
her, and took her to her mother in 
that state. 

William Camp and Abigail Whittle- 
sey were mMarricd five years previous 
tO their coming to Owego, 

The children of William and Abi- 
vail (Whittlesey) Camp were as fol- 
lows: : 


I. hhza .Miserva:, Camp, berm. tb 
Oct, 102. at New. Milford: .° Married 
Joseph Glizbe. They had no. children. 
Sire died dai 2OstSTH 

2... Henry: Waltiam Camp, <borm 2] 
Keb., 1805, at New Milford. Married 
Luey Ann Warren, of Woodstock, Vt., 
27 Aug., 1837: Jie died at. Owego 11 
dan., Po&i4,.and sire 2 Aug) 1900. 

». Juliette, Maria. .Camp;.;born: § 
April 10g. at, Owern, Married 
Joseph Merrick. Icly at Owego 7 Aug.., 
bso, Fle @ied “at Athens; Pal’? Fai, 
IS72. and She 28 Dee, 188s., 

4, Abigail ‘Whittlesey Camp, born 
Pe Oat. TA. ak: Gwero, Married 
harles‘C. Noble. Te died at Owego 
y Tuy, 183r, aud’ she ho duly, 1890. 
iB Sasa Leura” ‘Caniypy borne: & 
Sept.,1810, at OWego.. Married Dr. lfze- 
kiel B. Phelps. She died at Owego 15 
Jan, 186s. : 
6G. Charlotte Caroline. Camp, born 
27 Jane, 1814, at Owego: Pied 24 
April, 1819. 
"2... George’ Sidney yep,  Dorned 
Keb., 1816, at Owego. Married Kate 
Yeeil, They had no children. 
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S frances Augusta yup, born 
ee POLE, At. Wego. Married 
Aaron P> Storrs "ts Nov: 1842. She 
died at Owego 11 feb., 1891.’ 

%. Charlotte Caroline’ Camp, born 
D Deo 1820, ae. Owego, Marricad 
wigea C. Gregory at Unadilla, N.: Y., 
o Mareh, 1848, 

DR. HENRY CAMP. 

Dir. Henry Camp- for many years 
conducted an. iron. foundry and’ fur 
nace hy Owego. > fis first foundry was 
on the southeast corner of Main 
street and Parker’s Jane on the spot 
where Mrs. J. A. Goodrieh’s house 
stands. Thedfirst steam engine ever put 
“up in ‘Tioga county was in the foundry. 
iG Trad’ a sixsneh cylinder, and was 
used: to drive the machinery. Previ- 
ous to the introduction of this engine 
the work had been done with a horse 
and tread-wheel. This fumace was 
burned. in June, 136. ° Dr. Camp. af- 
terward built a much: larger furnace 
on the south . side of Front. street: 
Where the “white store” of his father 
had stood. This furnace he conducted 
until it was burned in the night of 
Oct. 6, 1867, when all the buildings on 
both stdes of Front street from the 
bridge west to Parkers lane were. 
swept away by the flames. Dr. Camp 
alterward built a much simaller fur- 
nace on the site of the old one, which 
is still conducted by his son, Hleriian 
Ht. Gamp. Mr. Camp studied) medi- 
cine and practised Homocopathy sev- 
eral years previous to his death. He 
died January 11,.:1874. 

Dit. HARI OS PH PS: : 

Dr. Hzekiel B. Phelps was born 
Aptil. 12, 1800,-. at Hebron, Com: 
where he studied medicine and was 
eraduated from the New Haven medi- 
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cal college in, March, 1828. He prae- 
tised medicine at Manchester, Conn., 
with Dr. Samuel C. Cooley’ until Sep- 
tember, -1824, when he came to Owego 
and lived here until his death on June 
Syd bos. EO Pe bes) fired wie was 
Sarah Hollenback Laning, daughter of 
Cen. John Hanne. They were mar- 
fed May iS (fea She died Now. 3, 
1842. His -seeond’ wife: was’ Susan 
Laura Ann Canip. Phey were married 
Sept: 12, 1852) 

Dy. Phelps lived and had his olfice 
ou the north side of Front street on 
the lot west of and adjoining the First 
national bank on the ground where GC. 
O. Steele’s grocery store now stands. 
Iie lived there anti! he built the house 
now occupied by Win, A. Sinyth at the 
northwest corner of Front and Paige 
streets, where he lived all the rest of 
his life. ; 

AARON P. STORRS. 

Aaron Pp. Storrs “was bor "Sept! ¥s, 
Lst2, at Mansfield, Conn. tle was a 
son of Rey. Samuel Porter Storrs, who 
was born at Mansfield and preached 
mats “Years at) oheriurne,, NOY 3 
where he died. die came to. Owego inv 
December,. 1827 with lis’ nother’s 
brother, Rey. Aaron Putnam, who had 
adopted him. Mr. Putnani came here 
to assume the pastorate of the Pres- 
byterian chureh, and he was pastor of 
the church until his death, Dee. 2s, 
1831. °° Mr.-Putnani’s father was also a 
clergyman and preached fifty years in 
the church at. Pamfret, Conn. 

ln: September, 1835, Mr. Storrs, in 
conipany with Dr. Lucius H. Allen, be- 
gan a general mercantile business in 
the David P. Tinkham store, a wooden 
building known as Rollin block, which 
stood at the northwest corner of Lake 
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aud front streets. lin May of the next 
year Allen’ & Storrs removed to the 
south side of Front street, the first, 
store cast OF Wha. A. Idly’s brick store. 
This store had been oceupicd several 
years previous by Gen.'-Ausel Good: 
rich. At this tinre P. Halsey Ball, of 
Berkshire, who had been a clerk’ in 
Gurdon ddewitt’s store; was cin the 
mereantile “business wilh: Danicl eb, 
inthe brick store west of the store oc- 
Gupied by Allen & -Storrs.. In March, 
1838, Allen & Storrs purchased Mr. 
Klyv’s interest in the store and took 
Mee Ball into “then” partwership. oA 
year ktter. Sir bad retired from the 
hrm, He semoved to rie, where he 
died. - Dr. Allen afterward: sold his. in 
terest in the business to Frank i; 
Jones, who had condueted a branch 
stere for’ them - at’ Ssheshequin, Pa. 
Ther Owego store was burned in the 
eveat: fire of September, .1849, and 
they did not resume business. 


hi- the spring of 1852 John R.. Chat- 
field came to Owego [from Great Bar- 
ringtou, Mass., with some capital. to 
invest in business. He applied to Dr. 
Allen (to recoinmend to chim some 
good business Man as a partner, and 
Dr. Allen reeonmended: Mr. Storrs. . 
fn April, 1852;-the. firm of Storrs & 
Chatheld opened a hardware store i 
the briek store ut the northeast cor- 
ner of front and Lake streets under 
the firm uname of Storrs & Chatfield. 
Nrank |...Jones was a partner in - the. 
business until Pebruary, 1S60. Ih 
May, f855, they bought the hardware 
store of Ra. Woodford Co. at the 
northwest corner of Lake and I"ront 
streets aud removed across the strect 
thereto. In the spring of 1886 A. P. 
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storgs, Jr, and Geo. S. Chattield pe- 
came members of the firm, 


Mr. Storrs died Sept. 9, 1888. be 
Vas one of the organizers of the’ Owe- 
20 gis light: company in Mareh, 1856, 
ind Was for inany years president of 
the cConrpauuy, 


hospi Meo dety owas, .born Fam, 15, 
1o02, at Wést Springfeld,, Mass.-. The 
Mlys caine originally from Wales and 
were along the earliest euilevants in- 
to New Hneglaud > Jle.was a: son. of 
Richard. Why, who was a. sergeant in 
the ‘revolutionary war. -He came to 
Owezo in 1830 wnd was the second 
principal of the Owego academy trom 
1830 to 1835, - From Owego be went to 
New -York City, where he engaged in 
the wholesale grocery business. About 
the year: 1s 07 sve dante to "Waverly; 
Where- he was stution.agent for the 
New. York & rie railroad., Jn 1809 
he went to Athens, Pa., where he es- 
taiblished a select school. [le . died 
nere: to Nov, Dd ho: 


Judge. Charles Curtis Noble was 
born at Wiad iia ONL) Ye and) owas). a 
Yraduate of Union college. The came 
to Owego soon after having  coim- 
pleted his professional education and 
forimed a partnership. with - judge 
Stephen Strone, which continued sev- 
eral. years. On: the death of his 
father he returned to Unadilla, and, 
practised law there. He -was -first 
judge of Otsego county several years 
and.up to 1847, when a new constitu: 
lion was adopted. That year he was 
elected to represent Otsego county in 
the assembly. Judge Noble was one 
of the three persons who organized 
St. Paul’s Npiscopal church in Owe- 
go. He died at the home of judge 
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strong in Owego June 13, 1851, aged 
Po oVeRrs, . 

George Siduey Camp was born in 
Owego Mebruary 9d, [S16. fle was one 
Ol the first pupils at the old Owégo 
ucademy, from which he was ‘gradu- 
ated ia 1ee2. He entered’. Vale: ¢el- 
lege, but at the eud of his sophomore 
_year he left there and entered. the 
winVversity: Of. the city of New’ York. 
At the close of his junior year he ‘left 
college und beeanie a law student in 
the office of Stephen Strong. later 
he went to New York city and Con. 
pleted his law) studies in the office of 
Geravdus Clark. tle was admitted ,to 
the. lar May tS, 1888: He practised 
law tivew years in New York... He re- 
(urued to Owego in Deceniber, 1841,- 
Where he practised law all the rest of 
his fife. lle was appointed. district ‘at- 
tourney of Tioga county in: 1845. -He 
died at Qwego Feb. 14,.,1888. | Mr: 
Cru was one of the ablest lawyers 
Of his tine it Owego. 

Joseph Clizbe was a New York law- 
-yer and a man of property. He came 
here Jate in Tite in feeble health and 
died here. Ile hHved in. the. house 
Which is still standing on the south 
side of Main street, the secoud house 
eust of Parker's lane: 

Jared C. Gregory was born at But- 
Pere Ns ec NG ON LS, «A 
studicd and practised law there until 
in the sixties when he removed tu 
~Madison, Wis.,; where he died Feb. 7, 
1892. oe 
NATHAN, AND ANSON CAMP. 

Nathan Camp was a religious man, 
found of literature, and he founded the 
village Hbrary in 1813. .He was one 
of the incorporators of the Owego and 
ithaca . turnpike. company in. April, 
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1807, and was one of the board of in- 
spectors of schools in’ 1816-16. ‘In 
1807 he was appointed comet in the 
second squadron, fifth division, troop 
of cavalry, and in Ih he was )‘ap- 
pointed second tientenant of the Sth 
regiment of-cavah'y. 
The following were the children. of 
Nathan aud Susanue (Avery) Camp: 

L Prederick Mortimer Camp, born 
3 Jaly, 1813, at Owego. Married Sarah 
Platt, daughter*of Jonathan Platt,. of 
Owego. He died at Ithaca 16 March, 
d$45, and shevat Trumansburg 23 Jan., 
1394, : 

a. Cceorge + Avery Canip,’ horu: at 
Owego. Died 10 July, 1827. 

“The only child of Nathan and Panny 
(Cohier) Caniy was Nathaar HW. Can: 
Ile Was Winarricd. 

When Gen. Anson’ Camp came to 
‘Qweeo he began. the potters business, 
hut later went into business as a 
hatter. dis: store was on the south 
side of Front street, a short distance 
east of the “white store” on Dr. Tink- 
haim’s land. Jl made and sold hats 
there, 

Gen. Anson Camp was active in 
idtary affairs: hi 1809 he was ap: 
pointed a lieutenant in Capt. Ansel 
Goodnch’s:: Company:.. ty Col)” “Asa 
Camp's: regiment.: The next year he 
was promoted to captain, in 181 ‘to 
second major, Mm  18l2 to. brigade 
major and inspector of the 18th bri- 
gade of infantry, with rank from May 
20. 181%. Im 1816 he was appointed 
lieutenant colonel of the 53d regi- 
ment of infantry, and in 1820 he was 
promoted to brigadier-general of the 
41st brigade. 

Gen Camp was also active in’ pub- 
lie life. He was one of the incorpora- 
‘tors of the Owego academy. He was 
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supervisor of the town of Owego in 
185, 13146, W819, 1820, and 1831. —1fe 
Was president of the village in 1s3z 
wnd bsso, and be represented Tioga 
county in othe asseinbly in 1825, dn 
Std he was appointed one of the 
(three trustees of “Owego settlement” 
in plice of Capt. Mason Wattles, who 
had reivoved trom the village. Ile was 
also one of the three COMMUSSIONCrS 
who built the old court house at the 
eoruer: of Main and Court streets in 
1S ge: | | 

Anson Cainp was never married but 
lived atl his life at the home of his 
brother, William  Canyp. He died 


Wiaireh 223, 183s. 
HERMON: CAMP. 


ievmon Canip was mot long a resi- 
dent of Owego. Lwo- of his brothers, 
Williaia and Nathan Camp, has costab- 
ished a branch store at. Trumansburg, 
Toupkias county, in L805. In Deeem- 
ber OF that year when Hermon Camp 
was eighteen years old he’ wis sent 
fhere by his brothers to manage the 
plore, and he diyed there all the rést. 
of his life. He was for many years a 
proisivent wan of Pompkins county, 
li inilitary lite he became Heutenairt- 
coloucl of a regiment of -cavalty. In 
1809 he was .appointed adjutant in 
lieulenant-colowel H ghGrahanw’s regi- 
mcntand in S10 captain of acompany 
of, cavalry ‘in the first..squadron, Oth 
regiment. n1812 he was captaino!l the 
ouly volunteer colpany of cavalry in 
western New Yorks, which he had uni- 
forlned, armed, equipped, and mount- 
ed ou fine horses at his OWn expense. 
Within five weeks after the war was 
declared this company marched to the 
headquarters of Gen. Stephen Van- 
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liénsselacr at. Lewiston, on ‘the Ni- 
wera Foutier. Lh TB 20 S The Wels! ays 
pointed Heutenant-colonel of the 10th 
New York eavalyy, with rank from 
Jady Boch S eo: 


cle was. sherit: of: Stnvca. county 
from dan, 28) lst%,) to ithe 17th of the 
follow ine April. ie AOL PBT, upon 
the formation by the legislature of 
Tompkins county. out of aw portion of 
the. territory belonging “previous to 
tiat ‘tinve tothe counties of Cayue: 


aud Seneca, be was appointed sheriff. 


Gg! the new “county. In Noveinber, 
1819, he Was eleeted member of. as: 
senibly’ for Toripkins county. lle was 
president of Tou pkins county bank al 
[thaeu several yeoirs. He was a firm 


fouppervance «daa and “was. the fist’ 


merchant tn Pomypkins county who 
discontinued the sale of liquor. He 
was president of the state ferperance 
soctety in Thode 


Mr Can was thrice. married: ““iis’ 


first wite was Mary Caroline Cook. 
His second wife was her sister, Cath- 
-crine Cook. fhs third wife was Sarah 
Pht, danghter of Jouathan: Platt,” of 
Owevro. She Wits Hirst married in Spe 
t Wrederick M. Camp, a nephew and 
eniploye of Frermon Camp. In 84s, 
patter lPrederick M. Cam)p’s .death, she 
wus martied to Flermon Camp, ‘who 
was then 61 years old. She died at 
Teanransbure: an 28). 1894, need ~ $2 
Your's. : 


Ahe children of Hermon and ‘Mary 


Caroline (Cook), Camp were as. fol-— 


lows: 


I. Caroline Caiip. 

2, .Crmtow Cap. 

3. » Henrietta, ‘Canty. 

4. Anna Sarah Camp. 
». ‘Charles Caip. 


‘ 
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Oo Mary: Catherine Camp, born 18 
Jian., 1540, at Trumansburg, Murried 
beenry «\V.. SWanton 29 Sept., 1864. 
Dred wat bath, Mame, [7 Nev... 2872. 

The children of Hermon and Cath- 
erin (Cook) Camp were as follows: 
iy ey ee Ae, DOWD, 3 eae, 
ise. °° Married Susan J. Winfield .28 
dans, VG2. 

24) 4 OKIMON: Vea). 

Ueriion and Sarah’ (Platt) Camp 
had one daughter, Alice Hermoine 
Cammy, who was horn 23. March,. 1851, 
at Trumansburg. She married Prank 
Itackley CGriswold, of Auburn, 13 Oct., 
iS7u. Hermon Caynp died at Trumans- 
burg June §, (S78. 

STEPHEN STRONG. 

stephen. Strong was. born Oct. 11, 
ryal, at ebayon, Conn. fle was) a 
descendant of Jolin Strong, who came 
from Mugland and settled in Muassa- 
Ghusetts. ; 

John Strong, Jr, lived at Northamp- 
ton, Mass. Ilis son, Jedediah Strong, 
was born In L637 avd died ine 1733: 
Jedediah Strong, dr., was born in 1667 
and was killed by Indians. 

His son, Stephen Strong, was born 
i YO90 and died ta L785. 

Stephen Strong’s -son, Daniel 
Strong, of New jebanon, Conn., was 
born in 1719 and died in 1806. 

His son Adonijah Strong was born 
in -1760 and died in PS15. Ile was a 
soldier in the revolution trom 1780 to 
1780 ahd was at the faking of York- 
town. tle married flepzibah Bliss. 

Judge Stephen Strong was a son. of 
Adonijah Strong. His parents remov- 
ed to Jefferson cotinty, N. Y.; when he 
was a child. He received his princi: 
pal education at Oneida academy, 
Clinton, N. Y., now Elamilton college 
Ife came about 18t4 to Owego, where 
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he at first taught school.” He was ad- 
niltted to the: bar iy 1822.) He was dis- 
trict attorney of Tioga cotnty froni 
July, V836. tordudy). W88,y ward trom 
t844 to 1847.- fhe: was appolnted first 
judge of Tioga county ATM 18) 183s: 
and held that office until MPeb. 2, 1843. 
lle was clected connty judge in No- 
Vember, 1855, and served four ycars. 
[lly was the representative of the 22d 
distrret, 1 fhe -eomeress. ot , 1845-7 
Judge Stroug Was one of ‘the Incorpo: 
rators of the old bank of Owego in 
LSu6. His: law office ia. 1828 was an 
the bank. of the viver, a little below 
Paige street. in. May, 18u8, his step- 
son, George Sitiney”™’ Can, “was ad- 
witted-to the bar ind in the following 


October they becarie Jaw partners. 
Soon afterward Ate; Camp renroved to 


Now York ciry, aad iy Janay, 1840, 
judge Alansow Muiger became judge 
strope’s law. parhier. Mr. .Camp re- 


turned to Owego im December, 1841, 


A 


and -resumed “his partnership with 


‘judge Strong, which partnership con- 


tinued until judge Stroneg’s) election 

to the office of eounty judge-in 1856. 
Tie law office of judge Strong and 

Mar. Camp was on the south side of 


‘Avrout street on the lot now occupicd 


yy the Standard butter. - company’s 
crenmery. Ut was afterward ‘removed 


-to the north side of the’ street. Myr. 


Camp later built a large addition to it 
as a residence and lived there until 
it was burned in October, -1867. He 
imumediately rebuilt an office and resi- 
dence on the same site and lived there > 
wii his: death. It then became the 
property of A. P. Storrs, Jr., who made 
changes and improvements and now 
lives there. ’ 

In July, 1861, judge Strong removed 
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buck to Jefferson county and settled 
at Watertown. There on June .19, 
rout, be marnied “Roxanna Terry 
Woodruff, widow of N. M. Woodrulf, a 
hardware merchant, and daughter of 
ili Bush, of Perry, N. Y. Mrs. Wood- 
ruff was.the mother of the wife of 
governor Roswell P. Mlower. 


- Judge Strong died at Watertown 
Apri 15, 1866. In the centennial his- 
tory of Tioga county Wm. IF. Warner 
writes at considerable length of judge | 
Strong whom he considered “one of 
the most remarkable men of the 
period.” Mr. : Warvier says: 


“Kor upwards of fifty years judge 
Strong was among the foremost men 
of his profession; and for many years 
Was the leading jury advocate of this 
‘eounty, and of the counties of Sus- 
quehanna, Bradford, and iuuzerne in 
Pennsylvania; his business extended 
largely. into the latter three counties: . 
In the. prime of life. he found few 
equals, especially in the trial of crim- 
inal enses, on Which account his ser- 
vices were sought in almost every in-: 
yortant case for many. years. To a 
tall and commanding person he added 
elegance and grace of manner, and a 
pleasing address, [is features were 
strongly marked and bore a firm and 
decisive expression, while his eyes 
were full and dark, with dark brows. 
Amid a crowd of a thousand persons 
he would have been selected as a 


prominent figure. .... His social 
qualities were of the highest or 
der. ...: As a judge he possessed a 


‘are firmness that enabled him. to re- 
main unbiased by public clamor. 
The general judgment of his character 
was that in ability he had few equals, 
and that, .with an, over-generous Wa- 
ture, he possessed untarnished | in- 
tegrity.” 

In the ‘Strong Genealogy,” the au- 
thor, Benj. W. Dwight, writes as fol- 


lows of judge Strong: 
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“He was a eminent advocate, 
famous not only for his teehniecal 
wnNoWledge but for his great tuet and 
Ingenuity and wouderful resources of 
his own in handling of Gases, and for 
his Inspiring and iagnetic powers of 
eloquent speech, which was always 
more. powerlul than polished. He was 
stinetively polite, and free with both 
and and heart everywhere, and re: 
Inarkably frank wid reserved on all 
eecasions and. mrade alike warin 
friends and bitter enemies. He had 
an inexaustible fund of good spirits at 
adl  finyes. > es was a) great,’ reader, 
rather than a-close student. He was 
very tall, about six feet in stature, of 
dark complexion, bigh and prominent 
Cheek: ‘bones; 1a baree  adietrihy,:, and 
marked but interesting features.” 

Aaron. P. Storrs,-dv., of Owego, owns 
a-fine portrait of judge Strong. It was 
piiited by James Bogle, a meniber of 
the National Acitdemy and a noted 
portrait painter. of his, .day. Mr. 
Bogle painted -poriaits of Calhoun, 
Clay, Webster, Gen.’ Jol A. Dix, aud 
Other prominent Americans, 

JOHN Re DRAKE, 

John R. Drake, who came to Owego 
in 1809 and who was for many years 
one of the most enterprising business 
men and public spirited citizens of the 
village, was. a déscendant of ‘Robert 
Drake, who was born im Devonshire, 

KMnegland, about 1599, and who was a 
nephew of Sir Francis Drake. 

Robert Drake’s son,Abraham Drake, 
came to America in the “Maytlower” 
and settled at Hampton, Conn. Abra- 
haim’s son, Robert Drake, was born in 


1664. aid died in. 1743 at. Hampton. . 


Robert's son, also named Robert, was 
the father of Rey. Reuben Drake, who 
was born April 23, 1745, and who was 
a Baptist clergyman at Pleasant Val- 
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Daren oN Yo Rey. Reuben Drake Wits 
very wealthy and owned a mile square 
of Jand,, on which he built a stone 
Church, in which he preached tree ot 
charge to his comgregation. The 
Church was afterward torn down and 
the material Was used in building a 
school house, Kev. Kkeuben Drake had 
several sons, the third of whom was 
John Roland Drake. 


von. R Drake was Potu Nov. 28. 
[7S2, at. Pleasant Valley. In early life 
he wWas-a clerk in the store of judge 
Stanley at Catskill) While thus em- 
ploved he. was sent to Painted Post, 
N. Y¥., to do some collecting. When 
he reached Owego lhe stopped at the 
old tavern, which stood at the north- 
west corner of Front. and Chureh 
streets. When he started on his way 
from Owego some one purposely mis- 
directed him, so that instead of cross- 
ing the Owego creek and going west: 
ward, he went north toward ‘[thaca. 
He soon met some one: who informed: 
him of his mistake. -It was. at: this 
time he first saw the land on the flats, 
which he afterward - induced” his 
brother, Reuben Drake, to buy. After 
Reuben had made the purchase his. 
wife would not come out here into the 
Wilderness to live, and John-R. Drake 
took the property off his hands. This 
property judge Drake purchased about 
the year 1814. It extended from. the 
west” tire of -Hvergreen’ cemetery. to 
the Owego ereek. The north- bound- 
ary was Drake’s lane, now Talcott 
street, and.the. south boundary Was’ 
the north line of Mlizur Talcott’s farm. 

When judge Drake came here with 
his family in October,1809,he lived be- 
low and adjoining where the river 
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bridge now is:+in Iront street in oa 
building, -which he rented. of ‘Dr. 
Saniuel Tinkhanr as a store aud resi- 
dence. Tlere he lived until he bought 
the farm in the north part of the vil- 
lage. On this farm, on the west side 
of North avenne,; midway between 
Where, Paleott and Adaline streets 
how are, was a.ofarm house. | This 
house he enlarged, and he lived there- 
in. Later he again enlarged the house 
gud converted 1 tito a tavern for 
Seth Mosher. <Aiter the construction 
of ihe-New York and Iurie railroad to 
Owego he stil further enlarged ‘it. Jt 
was then kept a few. years by judge 
Drake's son-m-law, A. B. (Gere, as a 
hotel and was known as the Mansion 
house. 

Judge Drake in February, 1829 pur- 
chased the house on .the south side of 
Mront street, west of Park street, now 
‘owned by Mrs... Kkmily Gere. This 
house had beeu built for Albert Bacon. 
Judge Drake died in this house March 
JA, LSet. 

When judge Drake came to Owego 
the only merchants. in business here 
were the Camp brothers, Gen. John 
Lanning, major Horatio . Ross, Gen. 
Oliver Huntington, and Charles Puim- 
pelly. Judge Drake was. in the gen- 
eral mercantile business in the Dr. 
Tinkham store until 1814. In August. 
of that year he purchased for $1,200 
of James Caldwell the lot on the south 
side of Front street directly opposite 
Like Street, on which he built a 
wooden store, two stories high. It oc- 
cupied the ground on which the Cen- 
tral drug store now stands. 

In the rear of this store was a large 
storehouse with a long dock. ‘Here 
he stored and loaded into arks for 
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shipment down the river salt, plaster, 
and wheat. This merchandise Was 
shipped on the spring and, fall freshets 
lo WilkesBarre, Columbia, and other 
poults OW the Way to -Baltimore.. A 
great amount ot luaiber, shingles, and 
slaves was also shipped in ‘arks and 
Mutts, Judge Drake is Said te have 
had a larger number of arks and ratts 
on the tiver every year than any other 
Owego shipper: 

lle employed men to manufacture 
shingles and staves of pine and oak 
1a the forest on lands tive miles from 
Owes Ou the. Moutrose turnpike. 
BAG Dien eapiped iy cabins in. the 
woods ut all seasons while doing this 
oWwork, At that tine the country was ia 
Wilderness along the Montrose turn: 
pike: froin the river bridge to the 
~Pemnsytvania line, a distance of nine 
miles, Durie the war of 1812 judge 
Drake had. a. contract. for. makine 
tant pins tor the United States gov- 
ernanert, ; | 

ln front of-his ‘store judge Drake 
luid the first stone sidewalk -ever put 
down in this village. The stones 
Were quarried in this vicinity. . They 
were square, Of -irregular sizes, and 
were laid flat on the, ground, Other 
such sidewalks were afterward laid. 
by other properly owners. The stones 
were heaved out of place by the frosts 
qnd the walks were consequently ir- 
regular and had to be occasionally re- 
laid. | : 

Judge Drake was also the first Owe- 
xO merchant to introduce lamps in 
place of candles to light his store at 
night. dle. sold everything usually 
sold in the general country stores of 
those days except intoxicating liquor. 
ln 1830 he sold that portion of his 
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stock, Which was of a kind now kept 
in drug stores, to ‘bre fedediah ‘Way 
and not long alterward closed out the 
rest of his stock of goods and ‘retired 
from the mercautile business. - The 
front street store he sold hy ‘Jiiky; 
Is4o,.to Joshua dy. Pinney Wud his son, 
Hauanon Db Pinney, who under the 
firm ynawe ol Fo 12’ Pinney’ & Sov: eon- 
dacted a drug storé there many years. 
“Indge Drake became the owner. of 
laweh property im the business pert OF 
the village.” He -built. Rollin’: btock, 
which occupied the northwest corner 
Of Wrout. and Lake streets. © tn. the 
third story ol this vlock was Concert 
hall, where all “public entertainments 
and shows were @ivel. Iu the fire of 
September, - 1849, fudge Drake owned | 
nie stores, all of which were: burned 
and on whieh he had only *2,000  in- 
stance. tle built) and owned the 
niilts on the south ‘side of: the river, 
opposite the Owexo creck, which were 
afterward known as the Hand mills, 
avd which he subsequently sold to 
Jaines Pumpelly, who was his partner 
iu the lumber manufaeturing business, 

When the New York and rie rail 
road was built to Owego judge Drake, 
who was one of the projectors and 
who had used all his influence to have 
it built through (his village, gave the 
rathoad company une acres, of. land, 
comprising the grounds where : the 
station and railroad ‘yards now are.— 
This land: was bonded north by what 
is now the north tine of 1. H. Miller's 
hay press, the line extending eastward 
along south of rie street. The west 
line was. a little “west of McMaster 
street, and ineluded the ground on 
which the old bridge: shop stood. The 
south line was South Depot street, 
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the Lenox hotel and the north line of. 
the vacant lot at the southeast corner 
ot McMaster street and the railroad. - 

In I$47, two years .previous to the 
completion of the New York and Wrie 
railroad to Owego, judge Drake 
opened a land office. At about this 
time he caused a survey and map of. . 
this village to, be made. This map 
Was lithographed in New York and 
Was entitled “A Map of Drake’s. Reser- 
vation in the Village of Owego, N. Y,” 
The map shows the line of the old 
Ithaca and Owego railroad as it ex- 
tended down through the village into 
front street, the proposed line of the 
New York and Irie railroad through 
the then northern part of the village, 
and the situation of all the: residences 
and stores. 

Judge Drake’s farm on both sides of 
the railroad was laid out. into village 
lots on this map, with streets, several 
of which streets were Opened after- 
ward and are now in use. They were 
generally named in honor of members 
of his. family. Delphine, Charlotte, 
and Adaline streets were opened and 
still bear those names. Theodore, 
Harriet,; Jerusha; and Arianna streets 
do not appear on the latest .maps. 
Jerusha street on the Drake reserva- 
tion map is now known as West 
avenue. 

When judge Drake gave the nine 
acres..of land to the N. Y. & E. rail 
road company there was. some: kind of 
an agreement whereby he was to have 
had the rent of the dining room at the 
station and that all trains were to 
‘stop here, but at about this time he 
was stricken with paralysis and the 
person who attended to this business 
for him allowed the arrangement to 
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be changed and he did not receive the 
benefit of it. 

It. is related of judge Drake that 
some time betore the old Owego and 
Ithaca horse railroad was) built he 
was present at a public meeting in 
this village to cousider the question 
of public improvements. Among other 
things discussed was a proposed sur: 
vey. for a canal from Ithaca to Owego. 
At this meeting judge Drake said that 
if it was found ihat the building of a 
Canal would not be a profitable .in- 
vestinent, perhaps Ahe line might be 
used for a railroad. Whereupon an in- 
credulous citizen contemptuously re- 
warked, “What wont the-d—d old 
fool ‘be at next?’ ) Yetrthe irailroad 
was built. . And several years later 
when the New York &* Erie railroad 
Was completed to Owego and the first 
train came to the station judge Drake, 
who was then helpless with paralysis 
and Was sitting in his carriage on the 
hill above, looking at the arrival of 
the train, the man who made the dis- 
paraging remark at the public meet- 
ing stood by his side. 

Judge Drake was prominent ino ptb- 
lic as. well as in- business affairs. Ile 
Was supervisor of the town of Owego 
in IS13. Jfe was appointed first judge 
of Broome county April $, 1815, and 
served until 18238. He was reappointed 
first judge of Tioga county March 27, 
1833, and served until April 18, 1858. 
Ife was a member of congress. from 
tS? to 1819; member of assemibly, in 
1834, and president of Owego village, 
from’ 1841 to 1845; inclusive. In 18238 
he was one of the three  commris- 
sioners appointed to supervise the 
‘construction of the first Tiega county 
court house built in| Owego at the 
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southeast corner of Main and -Court 
' streets. { | 

Judge Drake married  Jerusha 
Roberts, daughter of Joseph Roberts, 
of Catskill, N. Y. She was born 6 
July, 1780, and died at Owego 27 April, 
l367.. They were married 4 Sept., 
1805, at Catskill. The children of 
John R. and Jerusha (Roberts) Drake 
were as follows: 


1. Marriét’ Gould Drake, born 2? 
Aug., 1805, at Newburg. Married 
David P. Tinkham 7 July, 1825. ° Fre 
died at Owego 10.Aug., 1836, and she 
12 Sept., 1901. 

2. Adeline Beebe Drake, born 5 
May, 1808, at Newburgh. Married 
Isaac Bradtord Gere 12 August, 1834. 
He died 16 Feb., 1860, at Owego and 
She’ 21 March, 1888. © Hig 

3. Delphine Drake, born 11° April, 
' 1811, at. Owego. “Married. Harnion 
Punrpelly 16. November, 1830. “She 
died 27 Feb., 1839. 

- 4. Theodore Drake, born 16 Jan.. 
1814, at Owego and died here 25 Aug., 
ISSS.. Ele was unmarried, 

d. Charlotte Marsh Drake, born 5 
Nov., 1816, at: Owego. Married Ed- 
ward Raynsford 17 July, 18387. He 
died 27 Nov., 1881, and she 26 Sept., 
1898. ie 5 

William I. Warner in his centennial 
history of Tioga county writes as fol- 
lows concerning judge Drake. 


“Judge Drake for many years before 
his death was paralytic, but in earlier 
years few men surpassed him in vigor 
of mind and body. He was a keen-ob- 
server of men and things and a right 
royal talker. Like Mr. Jonathan Platt 
he found. in the ordinary affairs of. life 
abundant amusement, and was. dis- 
posed to make the most and best of 
everything. Although he may have 
sometimes held his neighbors’up in a 
somewhat. ludicious view, yet Mr. 
Drake, though gifted) with great 
powers of sarcasm, generally aiined to 
be just . ..° Judge Drake held a 
prominent place among the leading 
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nen of the county, and had much in- 
fluence in. shaping the public affairs of 
the village in which he resided, and of 
this county as well,” 

Lavid P. Tinkham, a. son ‘of’ Dr. 
Samuel Tinkhal, was born Novy. 2B. 
1805, at Owego. Ifis father dying 
when he was less than a year old, he 
was, reared by his step-father, James 
Puipelly. He was graduated . from 
Union college. Hle afterward: con-. 
ducted au general mercantile business 
in Y$27 and later’ in a wooden store, 
‘which stood at the northwest. corner 
of: Front. and hake: streets. When 
Rollin block was built on this corner 
the old store was moved to the west 
side of North avenue, nearly opposite 
South Depot street and converted into 
a dwelling house, where it was occu- 
pied many years ‘by Mrs. Edward 
Raynstord. A tew years ago it Was, 
with additions, converted into a notel 
and called the furopean house, and it 
is now a tenement. David P. Tink- 
ham lived in a house which stood at 
the northeast corner of Main. street 
and Central avenue. He was only 33 
years of age at the time of his death, 
in IS3G and his widow continued to 
live there until the property was sold. 
to Dr. P. 5S. Stearns and Mrs. James 
Wilson in’ November, 1865, and the 
-ark hotel built thereon. 


Isaac B. Gere was a son of Luther 
Gere, who came from Connecticut and 
settled in the town of Genoa, Cayuga 
county. J.uther Gere was a carpenter 
and assisted in building the first 
bridge at the north end of Cayuga 
lake. This. bridge was more than a 
mile in length. He removed to Ithaca 
about 1807, where he kept a tavern. 
He built the old Ithaca hotel, the old 
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Columbisin inn, and other buildings at 
Ithaca, Ile owned 1,400 acres of land 
near Ithaca, and in one year he had 
S00 acres Of wheat in harvest. He 
Was president uf the old) bank of. 
Ithaca, and was twice a judge of the 
court of cominon pleas. A. B. Gere 
was his only son. After his marriage 
a, Bo Gere. came. to Owego and lived 
heve all the rest of his‘ life. 

Wdward Rayustford was born in 1St2 
at Montrose, Pa, At the age of seven- 
teen years he came to Owego and en- 
tered judge Latham A: Burrows’s 
store as a elerk. jJHe was afterward 
employed in “David °P. Tinkham’s 
store. In company with edward. R. 
Wariner he later conducted a general 
Inercantile business in a -store om the 
south side of Front street, nearly op- 
‘posite Lake’ street. This partnership 
Was dissolved July 27, 1836, when Mer. 
Raynsford and his father-in-law, judge 
Drake, formed a partnership and con- 
ducted a store just above the bridge 
ou the same side of the street, remov-: 
ing a few years afterward to the store 
opposite Lake street. When the New 
York and rie railroad was completed ~ 
to Owego in 1849 he built a large store 
at the southwest corner of North ave- 
nue and the railroad property, with a 
large storchouse in the rear, and con- 
dueted business there several years. 
‘') .e store was later converted into a 
public house and known as the Cort- 
right’ house, later “us the Birdsall 
house, and is now called the Lenox 
hotel . Mr. Raynsford died at Sayre, 
Pa., Nav. 28, 188T. ro, 
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DR. JEDIEDIAH FAY, 

Dr. Jedediah Fay came to Owego in 
sit, We wie born: at: Hardwick, 
Mass: dan. 86478” He wis a ae 
scendant in the fifth gentration of 
John Fay, who was born in bmeland 
in 4648 and eitbarked from Grave- 
send in the “Specdwell.” fle died at 
Marlboro, Wiss... Dee. “2b, O90. “Ale 
was one of the- proprietors of the 
Ockoocangensett plantation, which 
wus purchased of the Indias -in 1684. 
Dr. Jedediah Fay was a son of Daniel 
Pay who  meve<) born tak: Mandwick; 
Mass. Ty Tae2ivand died at) Randolph; 
Vio ar TS 

December 7,7 1811, Soon after ‘his 
caning to Owego, Dr. Fay formed a 
partnership with Dr. Samuel Barelay 
and practised medicine. Dr. Barclay 
Was an early resident here. In June, 
- 1805, he bought of John Hollenback 
the Jot at the northwest. corner of 
Front. -and Ross streets. and built 
thereon the louse, which still ‘stands 
there. It was afterward successively 
owned by Major Horatio Ross, judge 
‘Tnomas Farrington, and daieut. By N¥. 
Loring. When. br, Barclay bought 
the property he gave w mortgage on 
it, and as he did not pay. the clain 
the property was. sold at. mortgage 
forectosure, tn, October,  bs07. Dr. 
Fay’s partnership. with Dr. Barclay 
was dissolved Aug. 12, 1812. 

Dr. Barclay was clerk of the town 
of Owego from 1811 to L814, inclusive. 
‘Little is known of his history. Dr. 
Lucius H., Alen once mformed the 
writer that when he (Allen) came to | 
Owego in 1882, Dr. Barclay was. still 
living here, old and broken down 
through .intemperance, and he died 
here not long afterward. 
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In December, 1812, Dr.’ Fay, in .com- 
company with Joseph L. Lynde began 
a general mereantile business under 
the firm name of J.. Fay & Co. in a 
frame: building: which stood on the 
northwest corner of Front and lake 
streets. This store was afterward 
burned and on its site’ Dr. Fay built. 
another store, which was later oceu- 
pied by David P. Tinkhain. 


Dr. Fay continued in business with 
Mr. Lynde until +815, when Lemuel 
Brown became his partner. They con-. 
ducted an extensive business and 
opened a branch store. at Spencer, 
which was then the county seat of 
Tioga county. ‘Mr, Brown’s son, 
Richard Brown, had . charge of the 
Spencer store. “They failed in busi- 
ness. While in the mercantile busi- 
ness Dr. Fay was elected clerk of the 
town of Owego in 1814 and served 
three years thereafter by re-election. * 


Dr. Fay afterward took charge. of 
judge John R. Drake’s business and - 
conducted it for several years in a 
store which stood on the. south side 
of Front street, opposite. Lake street. 
In 1830 he purchased judge Drake’s 
stock of drugs, medicines, paints, ete., 
and removed to the store. adjoining 
judge Prake’s on the east, on ground 
Now. occupied by Goodrich & Co.’s 
store. It -was at that time the’ cnly 
drug store in Tioga county. 


In 1835, Dr. Fay built a handsome 
three-story brick building on the 
north side of Front street, the fourth 
brick building built. in Owego, which 
occupied the ground now covered by 
the Ahwaga hall block. The upper 
portion was occupied by him as a resi- 
denee. One of the stores below was, 
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used by the old bank of Owego and 
into the other Dr. Fay moved his drug 
store in January, 1836... There he con- 
tinued in the drug business until his 
death. He died April .23, 184s. 

“The cut of Dr. Fay’s drug store illus- 
trating this article is from a daguerro- | 
type taken soon after the building was 
erected in 1835. The daguerreotype 
was photographed by Mr. Cortwright 
and the: cut made from the photo- 
graph. It is, probably, the only _pic- 
ture of any of the buildings taken be- 
fore the great fire of 1849 now in ex- 
istence. 

While with Judge Drake, in | May, 
1820, Dr. Fay was appointed postimas- : 
tev of Owego, and he held the office 
by reappointment twenty-two conse- 
cutive. years. Judge Stephen. Mack 
was tor some time his deputy. At the 
time of Dr. Fay’s appointment he 
lived with his family in a little red 
house, one and one-half stories high, 
which stood near the sidewalk on the 
north side of Front street, east of 
Chureh street. Judge Mack owned 
the lot which then comprised the two 
lots 10Ww owned by Mrs. Henry Young 
and Dr. i..1da. Banner. The house stood 
near the west part of the lot, and in a 
part of it judge Mack had his printing 
office. The post office was afterward 
renroved to judge Drake’s store, and 
when Dr. Fay built his brick block 
where Ahwaga hall. now is, the office 
‘was removed thereto and was. Kept 
there until he was sueceeded by 
Daniel Mly as postmaster in 1841. 

Dr. Fay: Was for’ several years in 
the state military service. July: 15, 
1815, he was appointed captain of a- 
troop in the Sth regiment of cavalry 
by Gov. Tompkins. He subsequently 
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resigned his commission and Gov. 
Clinton appointed hin surgeou of the 
53d regiment of infantry, 41st brigade, 
lvth division, eb... 14, 1820. He held 
this position until June 15,.1$822, when 
he resigued from the service. 

ln his centennial history of Tioga 
county William: ‘I.° Warner | thus 
speaks of Dr. Fay: 

“Methodical in his habits, he kept 
tor many years a reeord of atmos- 
pheric changes, which ts, probably, 
sul preserved by bissfamily. He was 
a ian otf wide intelligence and of re- 
fined and agreeable mmanwers, and was 
held in high esteem by the people of 
Owego.” 

Dr. Pay's wife was Caroline Roberts, 
w sister of Mrs. John R.-Drake. ‘They 
were aarried .~July..2, 1612, the year 
niter: hh Pay came to Owego. She 
was born May 30, .1794,-in, Connecticut 
and died at Owego March 1, 1879. 

The children. of Dr. Jedediah and 
-Curoline (Roberts) Fay were as fol- 
lows: 

1... Mary Ann. Augustina Fay, born 

: rall’y S N 
Beeember, 1813. Died June, 1814. 

9 George “Wo May, born 10 Ang., 
IS815. tle was unmarried. 

Be Ginvles Punipelly Fay, boru «lo 
June, 1818. Married Sarah H. John- 
con, of Albany, oept. .20, 1845. She 
was. born 25 Dee., 1823, and died in 
1SG2.. fle married second the widow 
Maroline Lawrence, daughter of Louis 
C. Constantine. He had ten children 
by the first marriage. Oe ay 

4. Frances Delphine Fay, born 12 
April, 1821. Died at Owego 23 sept, 
1895. She was unmarried. 

5. Frederick J. Fay, born 12 May, 
1824. 

G. Theodore M. Fay, born January, 
1sv8, and died March, 1828S. 

BiG roe wie bay. porn’ 25 May. 
LS Varried Augustus Be Broven,  @i 
Benoer NN. Xj ot guy, DSad. 

8. Mary J. Fay, born 16 Feb., loo. 
She is still living. 
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After Dr: Fay’s’ death’ two of: his 
sons, George Wr Fay, who had been a 
clerk in the store, wnd BPrederiek J. 
Fray, continued the drug business in 
the brick block. When this block was 
burned inthe fire of September, 1549. 
they temporarily oecupied part of a 
wooden building on the north side of’ 
Kain street, “Opposite Lake — street. 
They ianediately. built: the brick 
building which still stands: on the 
north side of Frout street the second 
door east of Lake street, in the third 
Story of which they had a publie halt, 
knowh- as. May's hall. This was the 
first brick building erected atter the 
fire and in the hall all the shows and 
publie entertamments were given -wn- 
til 1. P. Patch built his brick block 
and hall in lake street. 

The; Pays moved them drug store in-- 
to their new building in May,” 1850. 
They afterward built the Ahwaga hall 
block on the site of their father’s: 
drug store, and when jit was. com- 
pleted in May,-1858, they moved their 
drug store into tae east part-of. it, 

Whe fawn op ee OW Pay ee CO. owas 
dissolved Mareh’ 31, 1555, and Geo. W. 
Kay. continued the business alone un- 
til the following. Decenrber when: he. 
sold the business to Angell & Mackey, 
of Cooperstown, who subsequently 
failed in business. Geo. W. Tay was 
engaged until’ 189) im’ the’ mandge- 
ment of Ahwaga -hall and the iusur- 
ance business, We dred Way “14,1902. 

rrederick: J. Fay, studied’ law mn 
Marrington & Avery’s office. After 
the death of his father he engaged in 
the drug business. In 1853 he sold 
his interest in the business to his 
brother, Geo. W.’ Fay, and’removed to 
Columbus, Ohio, where he engaged in 
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the real estate business and where he 
died Noy. 19, 1890. 

Charles P. Fay was in early fife a 
‘clerk in his father’s store. In 1842 he 
removed to Albany to take the posi- 
tion of ‘deputy clerk inthe oflice -of 
Thomas Farrington, of Owego, who 
Was then state treasurer. - He went in 
1844 to New York city, where he was 
employed as cashier in Peter Loril- 
lard’s tobacco works. Im 1872 he was 
stricken With paralysis and was un- 
able to do any work thereafter. He 
was retired on a pension of $1,000 a 
vear. He.died in Brooklyn October 
29,1882. i 

ELIAKIM AND NOAH GOODRICH. 

Hakim Goodrich and judge Noah 
“Goodrich, cousins, came in 1802. from 
Glastenbury, Conn., and settled in 
What has ever since been known as 
Goodrich settlement, in the town of 
“Tioga. Some of their sons and grand- 
sons were business men at Owego and 
many of their descendants still live 
here. : | 

liakim and Noah Goodrich were 
descendants of William Goodrich, who 
with his brother, John Goodrich, came’ 
to this country from near Bury St.- 
Kdinunds, county Sulfolk, ngland, 
where they were. born, and settled at 
Wethersfield, Conn., about the year 
1643, Qne..of. William Goodrich’s 
sons, lephraim. Goodrich, was born in 
1663. ephraim’s son, William Good- 
rich, born in 1697 at Rocky Hill, Conn., 
was the grandtather of Eliakim and 
Noah joodrich.  liakim = Goodrich’s 
father was lWlisha Goodrich, of -Glas- 
tenbury, and Noah’s” father. was’ 
Klisha’s brother, Ephraim, also of 
Glastenbury. Ephraim married Pene- 
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lope Tryon, of Glastenbury. She died 
at Goodrich settlement Nov. 15, 1826, 
aged 87 years. d 

Kliakim Goodrich was born Noy. 28, 
1762, at Glastenbury. He married 
sirah Leland Jan. 13,.1781. She died 
in Goodrich settlement Sept. 11, 1824. 

Noah Goodrich was’ born Aug. 30, 
64, also at Glustenbury. .He was 
twice married. His first wife was 
Prudence Goodrich, daughter of David 
Goodrich. She was’ born,, April 14; 
1754,- and. died Jan. 80, .1813.... They 
were married Noy. 23, 1786. His sec- 
ond wife was Ruth Goodrich daugh- 
ter of Jeremiah Goodrich. She was 
horn Sept. 5, 1771, and married Wil 
liain Stratton June 11, 1788. Her hus- 
band died and she married Asa Good- 
rich. He died and she was married 
to Noah Goodrich Oct. 31, 1813. She 
died Aug. 22, 1846. : 

Mliakin. and Noah Goodrich came 
With ox teams and sleds through the 
Wilderness, arriving here July 2, 1802, 
und settled on. the property they had 
bought of Col. David Pixley. This 
property ‘they purchased March 17, 
1802. It. eelisisted,, of: 451 acres: of 
land,. and ‘the purchase price was: 
$5,000. The land was covered with. 
woods, which they cleared, owning all 
their farming .tools in. partnership. 
As fast as the trees were made into 
lumber, the hunber was taken in rafts 
down the river to market, the ratts- 
men Walking back. 


Noah Goodrich lived in the Pixley 
homestead, a small house which was 
. for many years known as the Pixley 
tavern and which is the only one of 
the early houses in the settlement 
still standing. It is at the right hand 
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side of the road as one goes front 
Owego toward “Glennurary” and a few 
rods uorth of the highway as it turns 
westward toward the kKrie railroad. 

Kliakim Goodrich. built a large 
fraine house with a: wide hall in the 
~iniddle, similar to most of the other 
farm houses built in this: vicinity al 
tuat time. [ft stood on the north side 
of the highway, a short distance east 
of where the railroad now runs.. It 
was torn down a few years.ago. Dr. 
Samuel Tinkham lived in a house 
which stood between this house and 
the. Pixley ‘house. This house was 
also torn down about the year 1863. 

Noah Goodrich’ was a mentber. of 
the board of supervisors in IS10-12. 
He was also. one of the members of 
the first masonic lodge organized ilk 
Owego, of which he was the master 
i. Stl apg, 18t2.' in d816 he was 
appointed a justice of the peace. He 
died in the Pixley house July 19, 183. 

iKliakim Goodrich was also” ap- 
pointed a justice of the peace in 1519. 
He died Oct. 11, 1824. (The children 
of Hakim and Sarah (Leland) Good- 
rich were as follows 


1. Gen: Ansel Goodviek born 27 
Oct., 1782, at Glastenbury, Conn. Mar- 
ried Mary Strickland. 14-Oct., 1504. 
Ile died 15 July, 1819, at Owego,. and 
she 18 Aug., 1860, at Athens, Pa. 

2. Jva Goodrich, born 18 April, 
1784, at. Glastenbury. Married Fear 
Potter. Vhey lived at Rochester, N. 
Y. “le died‘ in 1825: 

3. Cyprian Goodrich, born 21 May, 
L786, at Glastenbury. Married Abigail 
Giles 
4. “Ley ‘Goodrich, born 10 June, 
1778, at Glastenbury. Married Joseph 
Berry, of Owego.- She died 7 May, 
1829. y 
5.. Alanson Goodrich, born 4 Sept., 
1790, at Glastenbury. Married Mary 
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Pixley, daughter of David Pixley, Jr. 
He died 6 NOV.,.1854, and she 28 April, 
1S7a. 

6. Silas. Goodrich, born 15.. Jan, 
1798, at Glastenbury.. Married Mary 
Aun Goodrich, daughter of Jeremiah 
Geodrich, 11 March, 1828." He died 11 
Huly, L860, andi she 4); May.) I8S7 bh 

{. Sarah Goodrich, » born 9: Oet., 

1795, at Glastenbur'y. 
a Se) ADOESY “MI OOariGh. Dom: 3) Aare: 
1797, at Glastenbury, — Married Jona- 
Chan: Platt, of Owego. “He died 16 
Jan., 1857, at Owego, and she 27 Nov., 
1878 

J. Aina Goodrich, born 27 May, 
1799. Died .woung. 

10.. Jasper Croodrich, boi 5 Sept., 
1801, at Glastenbury.  Marrier Betsy 
Thorn. 

ll. William: Warren. Goodrich, . born 
26 Jan., 1804, at Goodrich settlement. 
Married Mary “Fox, of ‘Powanda, Pa., 
Zo Oet.,, 1830. Hejdied aki Wysox, Pay 
2 Na Le 

12. Fanny Goodrich, born’ 9 June, 
1S06, at Goodrich settlement. She was 
undiarried, 

Gen. Ansel Goodrich derived his 
wnilitary title from his service in the 
state militia. ba 1807 he was commis- 
sioned first Heutenant of a cConipany in 
licutenant-colonel Asa Camp's regi- 
ment of infantry, and in 1809 he was. 
promoted to. captain. The next year 
he: was second’ major in Col. Oliver 
Huntington's regiment, and in 1811 
first major. In 1812 he was promoted 
to lieutenant colonel commandant of 
the -5ad regiment, succeeding . Col, 
Hluntington, who was) promoted to 
brigadier-general of the dist) brigade’ 
of infantry. Gen. tiuntington was ap- 
‘pointed sheriff of Broome county in 
1816, and Col. Goodrich succeeded him 
as: brigadier-general. In June, 1818, 
he was promoted to major general of 
the 19th division of infantry, o6th and 
dist brigades, and held that rank at 
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the time of his death in the following, 
year. 

When a young man Gen, Goodrich 
became a partner of his  brother-in- 
law, Jonathan Platt, in the general 
mercantile business at Owego. Theiir 
Store Was On the south Side of Front 
street, below Lake street, and he was 


engaged in business there at the time 


or his death: in 1819. He built. and 
lived in a house now standing in 
Goodrich settlement, where Ephraim 
Goodrich afterward lived. Later he 
lived in a house on the north side of 
Front, street west of Park street, 
where his wother, Mrs. Bliakim Good: 
rich,. also lived. After his death the 
property was owned by Jonathan Platt, 
woo tore down the house and erected’ 


“in its place the house now owned and 


occupied by Mrs, A. Chase Thompson. 

The children of Noah and Prudence 
Goodrich were as follows: 

1. Mrastus Goodrich, born 15 June, 
I7s8, at Glastenbury, Conn. Married 
llope Taleott, daughter of Blizur ‘Tal- 
cott, of Owego, 27 Feb., 1812. He died 
2% June, .1854,..at. Buffalo, N. Y., and 
she 13 Feb., 1865, at Owego. 

a. Aner ‘Goodrich, born: 30° Set... 
178%, at Glastenbury. Married Ruth 
Sireatron ll  WOet  PSLSs Re died. 1.5 
July, 1871. : 


3. Norman Goodrich, born: 30 Dec., 


-1792,. at Glastenbury.-, Married’. Eliza 


True 20Jan.,1820. He died 9 Feb.,1861, 


“and. she” 10. March, 172. Norman 


Goodrich was a commissioned officer 
in the state militia. In 1816.he was 
ensign of a eompany-in the 53d regi- 
ment of infantry, and was promoted 
io Jieutenant the next year. He re- 
signed from the service in 1822. 

4. Roxa Goodrich, born 16 Sept., 
1798, at Glastenbury. Married David 
Nealy 3 Sept., 1824. He died 8 Mareh, 
1871, and she 21 Dec., 1824. 


er 


5. Prudence Goodrich, born 25 Jan., 
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1805, at Goodrich settlement. Died 
Mareh 31, S08) Wx 

h.° Anna (Goodrich, bern 30.. Apr., 
1807, at Goodrich settlement. Died 
LS). Fan.< 1008. 

7. Penelope Goodrich, born .3 Jan., 
1$i2. Died brags) 1842, 

lurastus Goodrich was a prominent 
member of the family.. He was super- 
visor of the town of Tioga in 1828, 18-41, 
and b843,and represented Tioga county 
in the assembly i) 1848. Hle was the 
father of George B. and David Good- 
rich, both of whom were Owego mer- 
ehbants. Three of his sons-in-law, 
Daniel G. Taylor, George Truman, and 
Thomas LL. Chatfield; were also mer- 
chants here. He died June 29, 1854, 
at Buffalo, while on his return from a 
visit to his son, Mrastus, at DeKalb. 
lilinois. © 

David Goodrich the eldest son of 
lurastus Goodrich, was. born Jan. .3, 
1813, in the town of Tioga. At about 
15 years of age he ‘entered the elmploy 
of John Hollenback, the Owego mer- 
chant. In 1857 he entered L. Truman 
& Brothers’ store as a clerk. Pour 
years later he and George Truman en- 
gazed in the dry goods business, and 
in July, 1841, he married Mrs. Tru- 
Inan’s sister, Frances A. ‘Truman, 
Mrom 1863 to [872 he was in the mer- 
cantie business with various partners. 
Later he engaged: in farming. He 
died at Owego July 3, 1896. 

George B. Goodrich, another son of 
Krastus Goodrich, was during all his 
business life a dry goods merchant at 
Owego. Mention has already been 
made of him in an account of the Tal- 
eott family. 
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STHPHEN B. LEONARD. 

Through the accurate care and it- 
dustry of Mr. Lansing, of Rochester, 
the geneulogy of. the J.eonard family 
from: othe vear 580A. DD; has been 
carefully prepared. It was an old and 
interesting race; and its sons and 
dauehters held high office and rank in 
ies Ingland. “Suflicient for this article to 

indicate that) Lady Margaret Iienes 
tuarricd Sampson leonard, eleventh - 
baron. Daere, In. 1605. Their son was 
Sir Henry Leonard, whose younger 
brother, Henry, was the father ‘of 
Thomas Leonard, of Pontipool, Wales, 
and brother of francis, fourteenth 
baron Dacre. 

About 1623. James and Henry Leon- 
ard, younger sons of Thomas f.eonard, 
of Pontipool, settled in Massachusetts, 
first at Lynn, and later at Taunton: 
To. thei ‘belong's the great honor of 
having established the first) -iron 
works in America, at. Saugus, near 
luyun. They were the founders, there- 
fore, of the great - steel and ifon in- 
dustry of this, country. 

The following is. the exact geneal- 
oxy of the Owego Leonards: 

James Leonard, of Taunton, died in 
1691, - 

{lis second son was captain James 
Leonard, born about “1645, died” No- 
vember 1, 1726. : | 

itis som was Stephen Leonard, judge 
of court of commion pleas at Taunton, 

‘His son was Joshua Leonard, who 
emigrated to New. Jersey, living at 
Parsippiney. He died in 1760. 

His son was Silas leonard, born in 
1Wo6at Parsippiney,and died at Owego 
in 1832. fle married Johanna Gregory, 
of Bridgeport, Ct: He removed from 
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New Jersey to the city’of New York 
early in his yowng manhood, and was 
engaged in the leather business. in 
What is now designated “the swamp": 
and which, probably, was known by 
the same name in that day. Lis resi- 
dence was in Wall street, and occu: 
pied the place’ where the United 
States custom house has stood for so 
Many years: Immediately opposite 
his house was the ony halt. The 
sons of Silas and Johanna (Cregory) 
Leonard were as follows: 

1. Seth G. Leonard, Havana, .New 
York. 

2. Milton leonard, of Marlborough, 
died unmarried. 

ao. General” Harry: Cy Leotard, of 
Reading, New York. .-He: died. at 
Friendsville, Pa., 20 Feb., 1844, aged 
44 years. 

4. Stephen Banks Leonard, born in 
Wall street, New York’ city, 15 April, 
Liss. ; 

Silas leonard removed to Owego. 
with his family in 18038,  Hlé was blind 
.during the last part of his life. He 
died at Owego Sept: 29, 1832, aged 76 
years. His wife died also, at Owego 
pept. 27, 1816, aged 65 years. 

Stephen B: Leonard was ten years 
old when the family removed from 
New York city to Owego. Three 
years later, in 1806, he entered judge 
Stephen Mack’s printing office as an. 
apprentice to learn the printer’s trade. 
Judge Mack, was publishing “The 
American Iarmer.” Tis office was in 
the second story of his house in Iront 
street. When the term of his appren- 
ticeship expired Mr. Ieonard  pur- 
chased an interest in the office and 
soon afterward went, in 1511, to. Al- 
bany, to perfect himself as a job prin- 
ter in the office of Solomon South- 
wick. 
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Mr. Southwick was a man of con- 
siderable prominence in political life 
in this state for several years. He 
Visited Owego in 1834 and wrote a his- 
tory of the village, which he published 
in pantphlet form, but no copy of this 
pamphlet is known to be in existence 
now. While Mr. Leonard was .em- 
ployed in Southwick’s printing oflice 
Thurlow Weed was also a journeyman 
printer there. 

from Albany Mr. Leonard went in 
1813 to: New York city, where he 
worked in the book printing establish- 
ment of the Messrs. Wood. While 
there, in’ April, 1814, he picked up a 
pieee torn from a newspaper, in which 
mention Was: made of judge Mack's 
death. He returned at once to Owego 
and assumed possession of the news- 
paper. establishment. Two months 
afterward he changed the name of the 
paper to “The Owego Gazette.” ~ Mr. 
Leonard was editor and publisher ot 


the paper, some of the time with va- 


rious business partuers and the, rest 
of the time alone, until 185, when he 
was elected to congress, and then the 
ollice was sold to Shurtleff & Bull. | 
As cditor of the Gazette Mr. Leon- 
ard was naturally brought into politi- 
cal affairs, and he beeame active and 
prominent, not only in local politics 
but in state politics also. In 1882 and 
[833 he was a member of the village 
bourd of trustees and was supervisor 
of the town of Owego in tso4 and 
1856. He was eleeted to congress: in 
{835 from the district then composed 
of Chemung, Cortland, Tompkins, and 
Tioga counties. fie was) appointed 
postmaster of Owego in 1816 and held 


that office four years. He was again 


appointed postinaster in TS44 and 
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served four years more. - During presi- 
dent) Buchannan’s administration he 
was a United States: marshal. Mr. 
Leonard was owe of the original trus: 
tees of the old Owego academy and 
remained a member of the board 
forty-one years and ‘until the ‘institu- 
tion was inerged in the tree school 
system in 186-4. 


While publishing the Gazette Mr. 
Léonard Wash, meniber, of ibe ‘stave 
militia. Im 18S he was appointed sec- 
ond hHeutenant:of a company oof the 
highth régiment of. cavalry: hy 1821 
he Was. appoluted quartenaaster at 
the Forty-fivrst brigade of infantry. 


When Mr, Leonard began the publi- 
cation of. the Gavctte: he at: first de- 
livered bis papers by Gcarnying thet 
ou horseback’, toi various: > poiits) 
Later, while. postmaster, ‘he ‘estab- 
lished post-routes about the country 
and afterward secured ‘contracts for 
carrying the mails, which rails were 
delivered by. post-riders, who rode on 
horseback and carried them. It was 
by these post-riders that Mr. Leonard 
delivered his wewspaper ta this sub- 
seribers., lis.iovoutes extended - to 
Binghaniton, Norwich, Penn Yan, 
Bath, aud other: poimts. dia TSto; Mr 
fheonard also ‘established the first 
stage route from Owego to Bath, aud 
a few vears later he established an- 
other. stage: monte fram: Owego to 
Montrose, Paap -which he conducted 
until 1823, when he sold it ty a stage 
company. | 

Mr. Leonard married Esther Hen. 
rieita Sperry, daughter. of Jared ana 
lsther (Bostwick) Sperry, who was. 
botu Sept. 6/1798 "at! New Milford) 
Conn. She was a half-sister of Wil- 
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liam, Anson, and Nathan Camp. She 
Was a Woman of fine education, a 
vraduate of Mrs. Pearce’s celebrated 
school at Litchfield, Conn.,; and taught 
a select school at Owego, She was 
married to Mr. Leonard Feb. 22, 1816. 

After his marriage Mr. Leonard 
.Uived’ several years in a-large house 
Which had been occupied as a tavern 
by lra Deforest and which stood at 
the northeast corner of Front ana 
Paige streets. When Arba Campbell 
purchased -the property he built a 
brick house which stands there now. 
He moved a part of the old tavern 
building baek and used it for the 
kitchen part of his new house. There 
was a large double house on the Jot 
between the tavern building and Mrs. 
Betsy Truman’s house, -Tihis house 
Mr. Campbell moved back on the east 
side of Paige street where it remained 
until 1900, when it was torn down and 
Lyman T, Stanbrough: built a double 
house in its place. 

When Paige street was first opened 
as a public street from Front to Main 
street it was called Leonard street. in 
honor of Mr. Leonard, and it was so 
ealled as late as 1837, 

Mr. Leonard purchased the tarm otf 
seven acres east of this village, known 
as “The locusts,’ now owned by 
James Archibald. There he lived un- 
til 1869. Im April, 1866, Lyman JD. 
Durphy bought sixty feet of the east 
end’ Gf’ the Jot ‘on’ which Ezra S. 
Sweet’s house stood, on the north side 
ol. Main street, east of Paige . street, 
and built a brick house thereon, This 
house he sold to Mr. |l.eonard in ex- 
change for the farm. Mr. Leonard re- 
moved to the Main street house and 
lived there the rest of his life. He 
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died May 8, 1876. Mrs. ‘Leonard died 
April 5, 1879: 


In; an obituary notiee of Mr. Leen. 
ard, published at the time of his death 
in the Gazctte, [liram A. Beebe, the 
editor of the paper, wrote the follow: 
ing just tribute to’ Mr. Leonard's char- 
wcler and worth: 


“We think we may safely say that 
Mr. Leonard was. the oldest” printer 
wnd newspaper editor im the state, and 
no person who kuiew hin will dis- 
pute the assertion, that. a inore  per- 
feet gentleman never heard. Intelli- 
gent and well informed. upon all sub- 
jects of public interest, polite, and 
agreeable in his manners, with strong 
predelictions for the right, yet never 
offensive in the utterance of his views. 
he was a model, of courtesy and gon 
tlemanly bearing, and was very justly 
held in the highest estimation by his 
fellow citizens downtothe very time of 
his, death. o.-'s) Often. honored with 
high official positions, he never be- 
trayed a public trust, nor, in all his 
life, ferfeited his chain to a most un- 
qualified confidence in his integrity ol 
“character.” 


In the centennial history of Tioga. 
county Mr. Warner says of Mr. Leon- 
ard: 

“Mr. Leonhard was held in high esti- 
mation by his associates in congress, 
and even his political opponents, after 
the strife and turmoil of the campaign 
were over, bore testimony to his 
worth and integrity. The lives and la- 
bors of such men .as Mr. Leonard are 
those elements which make the choic- 
est treasure of our county. © Their in- 
fluence remains and is felt long after 
the lives themselves are ended. A’ 
century henee the name of Mr. leon- 
ard will be recalled as that of a man 
who helped to educate and elevats 
the people of his day and give wise di- 
rection to the public affairs of county, 
state, and nation.” 


The children of Stephen B. and 
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Msther tlenrietta’ (Sperry) ~ Leonard 
were as follows: A 
be Wiliam Boardman Leonurd, 
born 17..June, 1820, at, Owego. Mar- 
ied Louisa D.. Bulkley, of southport, 
Conn., 6 July, 1847. He died 2 July: 


1893, at Owego, and -she 11 March, 
1900, in: Brooklyn, 


Z.° Hermon Camp Leonard, born 31 
Jan., 1828, at Owego. 

3. George Stephen Leonard, born 
9, April, 1827, at Owégo. Married 
Harriet A. Leach,. daughter of Caleb 
Leven, Jt La "April, 1856... She died 
at Owego 1 Jan., 1874, and he 20 
March, 1907. 

4. Henrietta Leonard, born. 20 May, 
1830, at Owego. Married Oliver Bulk- 
ley .28 June, 1854. aise 

do. IMinily Caroline Leonard, born 
28 Sept.; 1882, at Owego. 

6. Washington Irving Leonard, 
born 12 March, 1835, at Owego. -Died 
at Qwevo 17 May, 1874. 

i> aura Ann. deonard,.. born ~ 23 
April, 1839, at Owego. 

Wiliam B. Leonard was from the 
age of 16 to 21 years a elerk in: Her- 
mon Camp's store at Trumansburg 
and afterward a clerk in the state 
comptroller’s office at Albany. Thence 
he went to New York city, where after 
sole experience as a salesman he en- 
gaged in the dry goods business, which 
he conducted with various partners. 
for many years and until 1869, when 
he established a banking house, which 
he conducted until 1881, when he. re- 
tired from. active business. He was 
afterward president of the Kings 
county bank in Brooklyn, of Which he 
was one of the founders. He was one 
of the founders of the American sur- 
ety company, president and one of the 
founders of the Homoeopathic . hos- 
pital ‘in Brooklyn, aud ome: of the 
Brooklyn bridge trustees. 
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One of Mr. Leonard’s sons, Rt. Rey. 
William A. Leonave, Bishop of Ohio, was 
rector of the Chureh of the Redecmer 
ln Brooklyw: adie) years: uutil 8s, 
When he accepted the rectorate of St. 
John’s hipiscopal church at Washine- 
ton. He has: obeen) Bishop )-of Ohig 
-stuce 1891. 

George sS.-lieonard lived all his fe 
in Owego. fle Was engaged several 
years. in the clothing business and 
later in the insurance business. tle 
held) various local offices, among 
which were town auditor and excise 
Commissioner. : 

Hermon CC, heonard went early, in 
life to Portland, Oregon, where he be- 
came eminently successful in business 
and where he. still lives, onc of the 
city’s most prominent citizens. 
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a2) 
JONATHAN -PLATT. 


The first man named Platt who 
came to America was Richard Platt” 
.-Who came from. Boyingden, a. village 
near Hertford, Kngland, and settled in 
l6g8 at New Haven, Conn., where he 
becume the owiier of 85D acres of land 
th and around thie City.» His ‘second 
son, Isaac: Platt, settled at Huntington,. 
 Srean Benoni, Platt, a’ grandsol: of 
, sage. Hiatt, settled. at. North Castle, 
Westchester county, N. Y., as early as 
739, Ie was the father of Capt. Jon- 
-athan Platt, who came to-the town. of 
Nichols in 1793. 

There were three Jonathan Platts. 
Ene first was Captain Jonathan Platt, 
Who lived near Bedford, Westchester 
. county, on a ‘farny on the east side of 
Byruis take, which farm: is. now 
owued by Richard Harding’ Davis, the 
author. ‘He was a member from West- 
chester county of the Third provineial 
congress, in 1776, and of the Fourth 
provincial congress. the same year,, 
und was one of the distinguished pa- 
triots who constituted the committee - 
of safety at White Plains in 1776. 

be 2679 he Was, 2. captam -in> the 
fourth New York regiment of infautry 
in Gen, James Clinton’s brigade, which 
met Sullivan’s: army .at' Choconut. 
This regiment Was. commanded — by 
licutcnant-ecolonel Irederick Weissen- 
felts. It was, probably, the knowledge 
of the country obtained in this march 
down the Susquehanna valley through 
Owego that indueed* him to settle 
fourteen ‘years later with his family 
at Nichols, then known as) Wappa- 
senah. 

The second Jonathan Platt, who 
was known as major Platt, was born 
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at Bedford, N. Y., April 20, 1764. He 
married. Auna Brosh. He came with 
his father to Nichols in 1795. He died 
there in December, ($24, and his body 
was buried im the Jot. on the old 
Lounsberry farm, near Nichols. 

The third Jonathan, Platt was only 
ten years of uge when his father and 
prandfather came to Nichols. MWe af- 
terward became one of the most protii- 
went business men m Owego. 

The children of Jonathan and Amna 
(Brush) Platt (2) were as follows: 

lL. Jonathan, Platt (3), bom 24: Oct., 
L788, at. Bedterd. No 'Y=s. Married. Betsy 
Goodrich, daughter of KEMakim Good- 
vich: he. died lo Van, 1897, at Owego 
and she 22 Nov.; TS7s 

2. Mary Phatt, don 20 May, 178. 

een he, Wee. Dowie o. . tune, 
Loot 
Mdward Platt born. 19 ‘Aue. 1789. 

5 Wilh Beet os Dora Veo Get), 
Lik. at Be diord. Died at Owegor 12 
J Als; AS ye iD, : j : 

6. Brush Plait, hom 6 Awe. 1795. 

i: MNehemialy Pan, bore oc duly, 
178%. - Died in 48a. 9. 

& Charlotte, Phatt, boru ».20,,.Paag., 
1800. Married Gurdon Hewitt.17 May, 
ser Te. died 24 Dec. sii. and she 
£6 di. 1676. Chae ary 

) Benda Pt, bora 2) AQrik, 
1so : 

rm. Deborah Platt, born 6 Aug., 
1s05. Married David Turner. He 
died 80 April, t842. She married. sec- 
oud Dr. John. Arnold in Us45:- He 
died at Owego 29 July, 1876. She died 
oS Sie [8Sa; at tae “home of her son, 
Kdward CG. Turner, at Flint, Mieh. 

lt. Charles: Platt, born.) May,1s0s. 

1? (Sarah: Platt. born, 9,, Maya 1oik, 
at Nichols. Married Frederick M., 

Yump in 1832. ler second husband 
was Hermon Camp, of Trumansburg, 
N. Y., to whom she was married 20 
Sept: 1848... She died at Trumansburg 
23 Jam.) 1594. : 


Major Jonathan Platt (2), with his 
family and his parents, captain and 
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Mis. Jonathan Platt, settled on a farm 
a nule above the present Village of 
Nichols, where he built a house which 
he kept asa tavern and iin. which he 
lived wiiil his death in 1824.. He was 
sheriff ot. Tiogacounty from February, 
$10 to February, 2801. He was reap-— 
potutet in March, 1818, and. served: 
witit TS, 

‘tlis title of major was derived from 
lis service’in the New York state mi- 
litia. In e97 he was econnnissioncd: 
lieutenant. In-t802 he was promoted 
io captain in lieutenant-colonel David — 
Pixley’s regiment.” In. 1805 he. was 
Commissioned second Inajorin lieuten- 
ant colonel Satiuel Seymour's | regi- 
ment, ind in 1807 was promoted to 
first nMiajor. 

Major Platt’s son, Jonathan Platt 
(2), Mike teu years-of age when the 
faMiby: settled jat Nichols. - William 
Platt was two years old. -A third son, 
Nehemiah, Platt, was a merchant at 
Nichols. and lived. there all his life. 
le Wis, a prominent and prosperous 
wean of his town. He began the. mer- 
cautile business there in 1825. He was 
supervisor of Nichols) froin 61825. to 
Loe? siard: was va. state senator from 
184) to, 1844... Hie died Mareh 29,. 1801. 

Jonathan Platt (3) came. to Owego 
in 806) and ‘entered Gen. John lan- 
ing’s store as a clerk. He was -atter- 
ward (Hor cao short: tinve a clerk, in 
judge Gere’s store at Ithaca. In 1810 
he began a general mercantile. bust- 
ness on lis own account in a store in 
the old Laning tavern, known — for 
many years as the “Goodman coltee 
house,” on the north side of Prout 
street, alittle: east of Court. street, 
where he continued business until 
Sto’ Hervavas)-for a tinte’ thereafter 
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‘in Company with his brother-in-law, 
Gen. Ansel Goodtichand afterward, in 
1825,in company with another brother: 
in-law, Gurdon Hewitt. ois partner- 
ship lasted only a year. In 1825 he 
formed another jruvtnership with still 
‘another brother-in-law, David Turner, 
Which existed several vears. 

Mr. Purner begin business ino Owe- 
vg about the year 1818, when he. pur- 
chased Charities: -Faleott’s \ stoek: 6f 
‘goods. © Mr. ‘Tatcott was at that time 
in busmess in one of the. stores in 
“Caldwell row.” 

Plait & Turner became extensive 
dealers in: himber’ ant gram. They 
built a double brick store, which stood 
on the south side of rout stret, about 
half way between Church and ‘Lake 
streets and opposite’ | where (:Ah- 
waga hall now is. When completed 
one-halt of the building was occupied 
by Gurdon Hewitt and the other half 
‘hy Platt & Turner. This was the first 
brick building erected in Owego. 

At the time of its construction’ no 
other brick building had been built 
ii this part of the state; and doubts 
were expressed by some people con- 
cerning its safety when it should be 
finished. It was looked upon as a 
doubtful experiment, for. it .was be- 
lieved that the severity of the climate 
was such that the frosts. would heave 
it from its foundation and that there 
would be danger of its tumbling down 
upon its. owners’ heads. . As .time 
passed along. and the building con- 
tinued to stand solid, all became con- 
vineed of its stability, and other brick 
stores were afterward built, but the 
greater part. of. the stores were. of 
wood and they. were all swept away 
in the great fire of 1849. 
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In Deceniber, 1825, Platt & Turner 
bought of Abner Turner for $250 four 
or five acres of land two miles north 
of this village, on which stood a mill 
and a distillery. here they built the 
flouring mills known ever since as the 
“red mills,’ together with a plaster 
mill. 

The firm of Platt & Turner was 
dissolved about the year 1835 and 
James ky became Mr. Platt’s part- 
ner. dn that year Platt & Ely: con- 
ducted an iron’ foundry in company 
With HMphraim Leach at leach’s mills 
in the town of Tioga. 

Mr. Turner was a son of Abner Tur- 
ner, Who came from New Hampshire 
in 1731 and was one of the earliest 
settlers on the Owego creek, north of 
ius village, I the town of Tioga.” 
David ‘Turner lived on the north side 
of Front street, a little east of Wil- 
liain street, ina white house now 
owned by W.N. Richards. He died 
there April 30, 1842, aged’ 48 years. 
His widow married Dr. John H. Ar- 
nold, who died in.1876, aud after his 
death she lived in the sanie house the 
rest of her life and until a short time 
before her death. 

William EF. Warner says of Mr. Tur- 
her, 

“Mr, Turner was a man: of great 
energy, but became badly crippled by 
a wound, on account of which he was 
for many years before his death un- 
able to ‘transact business. In. the 
years of his retirement from business 
he became very conspicuous by rea- 
son of his white complexion and gray 
hair, and their contrast with the fa- 
mous black horse of immense size on 
which he rode daily. This horse and 
his master semed to be inseparable 
conipanions, and the. writer cannot 
remember David Turner and_ his 
horse as disconnected in any circunm- 
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stance—they almost realized the 
mythological Thessalian centaur.” 

After the dine of 19849. .Mi~ Platt. re- 
tired perumancntly from the mercan- 
tile business. Ile was one of the most 
public spirited men in Owego. He 
was president of the village in 1834 
and one of the village trustees from 
the organization of the Village in 1827 
for several yeurs. THe was also. for 
several years president of the old 
bank of Owego. 


Mr. Platt lived a few years at “Ves- 
per Cliff,’ on the ‘west side of the 
Owego creek -in the town of Tioga; 
near the Main street bridge, which 
property he purchased in. November, 
1842, of Horace Frizelle, and which he 
sold’ in, March, 1854, to Rev. Samuel 
Hauson Cox, who was pastor of the 
Owego’ Presbyterian: church jin. 1856 
and 1836. He afterward lived «at the 
northeast corner of Main and Church 
streets in the house which still stands 
there. This house was sold in Decenn- 
ber, 1862, .atter his’ death, to Mrs. 
Emily M. Daniels. Some time before 
his death he purchased the house and 
lot in west Front street where Gen. 
Anse] ‘Goodmeh bad” itved: ke tare 
down the house .in 1855 and built in 
its place the house now owned: and 
occupied by Mrs. A. Chase Thompson. 
Mr. Platt lived there at the time of 
his death in 1857 and his widow died 
there also. 


Mr. Platt served in the state militia. 
In S815 he was appointed first leuten- 
ant of a company of the Fourth regi- 
ment of artillery, in whieh Dr. Jede- 
diah Fay was captain and Stephen B. 
Leonard second lieutenant. In 1817 
he was appointed quartermaster of the 
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odd regiment of infantry. He resigned 
fron the, serviee in S22, 

Jonathan Platt married Betsy Good- 
rich, daughter, of Whiakim Goodrich, of 
the town of Tioga; Aug. 13, 1797. He 
died at Owego Jan 16, 1857, and she 
NOV, 22) 4878. The children of Jona- 
than and: Betsy (Goodrich) Platt were. 
as follows: 

lL”. <hartotte att, born 7% Avug,, 
IS17, at Owego. Married George Un- 
derwood, a lawyer at Auburn, N.. Y. 
ie was a graduate ‘of Hamilton cok 
lege, Was a member of assembly. in 
1800-52, and mayor of Auburn in 1844. 
tHe died 25° May, 1859, and she 15 July. 
1900, 

Z. watery: A: Platt)-born 17° Septem- 
ber, 1813, at Owego. Married Henry 
Morea: or Aweora, 3 Sepe,, 1845). He 
died SU, Jau.,. +1887, and .she 22 Nov., 
193. : ei , 

3... Gharles , Paltt,. bern 19° March, 
1822. Married Naney H. Ely, daugh- - 
ter of Col,..Oliver Ely, of Binghamton: 
tO May; 1848. -He died 18 June, 1869.. 
She married second Frederick — EK. 
Platt, Charles Platt’s cousin. She died 
July 16, 1902. : . : 

4. George, Platt, boru 18 April,1824, 
at Owego, « Died: 5 Nov,,- 1855, at 
Oweezo. 

yo eyrawvees: Saray PTAtt, porn 24° 

April, 1831, at Owego, She was un- 
inarried and lived with her mother -un- 
til her mother’s death. She afterward 
lived with her sister, Mrs. Underwood, 
in Auburn, where she died 10° June, 
1S$3: 
6 Caroline IMlizabeth Platt, born 6 
June, 1833, at Owego. Married Silas 
Condit Hay, Sept., 1858. “Mr. Hay was 
a son. of Rev. ‘Philip, C. Hay, pastor of 
the Presbyterian church from 1847 to 
185d. He was for a few years agent 
and manager of the United States ex- 
‘press company in New York city until 
January, 1867, when he engaged in_the 
banking business and became an ac- 
tive meniber of the Stock Kxchange. 
Ife is now connected with the New 
York insuranee department. 


pias oe ue Jae 
ee, Dy alee ‘potomh 
ok ok 1a 
“toe: womintelt to 
“anh uidieeae To 4 


* 


" OEE GEST ode Soar bo, ee ee ae 


late ole boise Tit: vibe Mt tok 


as ef, rong. eh “riod bate woo) ps 


iat “parkto tn, seb ier aed 
biswiiTie ua Roget ‘ 


=o 


Seal OY sate bon Fai : : 


abt er ered spine ake 


. onde Yo. eel” HV HO. Ay te ee 


veo Hal sain ‘at 
pehiet. babviayl 








































BEL ail dA wa? 


pretae aye ‘shod: ute 4 une 


eres ft: iy olynatt, ’ ents a. Pie Baa 4 oF 






Ae “S 1 
igen GE JA “ode ve iatee 


het: Sark BL Bo cL ae pry ss eth wd ae 


Se Bethe) batter bed pated ade: ye iy ace 


bith silt sabeioa “#! ght err Re Ween 
Ee a ae PS 


th 008) 40K, 6 ROI OHO oh ee 
Fn ; x ONT i én i x ae LS Lt 
tS mrt Hal ene at 
ee HW Sih: weer a 


‘bi WOE trl cite 





AB Vik ale 
ho mein er: 8 
ah eae bent if 





» 


wt me b 


7. Wdward Jonathan Platt, born 3 
sept, os. Married’ Loma: Antoi- 
nette Ketchum. Ile died at Owego 14 
May, 1891. 


‘tai hiss centennial, histery of Tioga 
county Wm. ky \Warner writes as fol- 
lows concerning Jonathan Platt. 


“Ile was for many years one of the 
most thorough wnd suecessful. busi- - 
HESS Wer OL the County... Ao naa: of 
great -energy, he possessed a bound- 
less humor, which not the vexations, 
troubles, and ills of life, even when 
supplemented by the weight of years, 
could suppress, tle was one of the 
foremost men in adopting and carry- 
ing forward the public Luprovements 


? 


of his day, and possessed a sterling 


Wtegrity of character,” 


Chartes | latt,: the’ .. eld@st.”. som. of 
Jonathan Platt, began his business ca- 
reer as teller of the old Bank of Owe- 
go, al which his tather was the presi- 
dent. In May, 1846, he and his brother, 
George Platt, formed a partnership in 
the general mercantile business. 
Their store was on the south side of 
POR, SUeer, direetly opposite’ Dr. 
Jedediah Fay’s drug store,which stood 
where the village library now is: in 
the Ahwagia hall block. The partner: 


ship was dissolved in May, 1849, and 


the business was - closed. Charles 
Platt was afterward cashier of the old 
bank of. Tioga, which was organized 
in 1856. This bank was converted in- 
to the National Union bank, of which 
he was president at the time of his 
death in 1869. 0 Mr. Platt was  presi- 
dent of the village of Owego in 1863. 
and 1864, and treasurer of ‘Tioga 


county in 184S-1lSol. 


‘Henry Morgan was a descendant of 
James Morgan, who was born in L607 
in Wales. ° 


James Morgan's son was Capt. John 
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Morgan, born in lo45, Whose. son Wits 
William Morgan, born in: 1695. 

Wilh . Morgan’s ‘son was. Capt. 
Wilhanm: Morgan, who was born: ili 
20h and married Tenperanece Avery, 
diughiter of Christopher: Avery, - of 
Groton, Conn, who was a brother of: 
Hapnied: Avery, who came, to Owego 
weit “has: farily in! S03. ae 

Cat. William’ Morean’s son, Col. 
Christopher Morgan, was born in 1747. 
Gol. Morg¢ai’s son, also named Chris- 
topher Morgan; was born in 1777 at 
Groton, Conn, and removed in. 1800. to 
Ativota!’ No Yo whepe he | died im 1824. 
Hie was a merchant and at the time of 
his death had aeqiaired one of the lar- 
Pest estates’ in western New York: 
Henry) Morgan, who married Mary A._ 
Platt, of Oweev, was his son. 

WLLIAM PLAT TP. 

Wiliam: Platt, the fourth. son of Jon- 
athan Blatt; was born at Bedford, N. 
x and when his father. came ‘to’ 
Nichols he was only two years old, 
yea oo YOUR ian he removed. to 
Owego and studied Jaw-in John HH. 
Avery's office, Tle was admitted . to 
the bar in 18l4-and began. praetice in 
Owego that Veats 

Mr. Platt married  Lesbia + Hineh- 
man, daughter of Dr. Joseph Hinch- 
mam ob Hihitay im) /fSka) the same 
year he began his law practice here. 
Fora few years he was Mr. Avery's 
law partner. ‘He was for many years 
agent for the tract of land known as 
Coxe’s Patent. A description of this 
“parent or. manor” may be found 
in “Gay's Gazetteer of Tioga County,”. 
published in 1888-at page 24. He was 
clerk of the town of Owégo in 1818 
Aid in:.1820 and 1824, inclusive, Te 
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was also 4 vVilliee trustee im 1841; 
These were the only public offices he 
ver consented to fill, 
Mr, Platt Hivéd in a howse on the 
north side of Front’ street, west of 
fuike street, Which house stood on 
eround now oGeupted by W. LL. ILos- 
kins's jewelry ‘store. ne 18t9 he 
hought the Jand on the north side of 
Main strcet, where the ew <raded 
<chool building was built in 1907 and 
built thereon aclouse which was re- 
eLroved when ihe property wis sold to 
ihe. village for school purposes. . die 
lived there af ,tye time of his death. 

Mr Platts ww. uilice (was Ht al 
early day iu a sinalt building which 
stood at the wortheast: Corner ot 
Bront and Church streets, When he 
built his house in Main strect he also 
built an office at the southeast corner 
of the lot, which office remained: there 
until after. his death: 

Abr. Platt was an elder of the, Pres- 
byterian church many years and until 
his death. Ile was a lawyer of marked 
ability and a man of great worth of 
character TW hi BL- Warne, di his 
ecnutennial history; says of him: 

‘Few: men have lived. of whom. it 
could be so justly said that “his was 
a blameless lite-—-a man without 
vutle” Mr. Platt was occupied through 
his business -earccr as agent for the 
lind known’ as: °*"*Coxe’s. Manor’ "or 
‘Ooxe’s Patent,” and, as in the case of 
purehasers fromy James. Pumpelly, the 
purchasers of lands in’ that patent 
had the good fortune of dealing with 
a man of kind and gentle spirit and 
unflinching uprightness.”’ 

Mr: Platt ‘idieds Jai? 12) 02855, \at 
Owego: His. wife died’ May 2; 1859, 
alsocat Owego: 


The children of William and Les- 
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bia (llinchman) Platt were as. fol- 
lows: ree 

he Wilham: Hinehman: Platt, bor 
aw “ee ut.,” 1815,'"at) Owego... Married 
Sarah Iimily Pumpelly, .daughter. of 
William Punipelly, of Owego, .17 Sept., 
[sovo She died in New. York city 20 
dan., 1856.. He married seeond Mary 
Klizabeth Pumpelly, daughter = of 
James Pumpelly, of Owego, 24 [Feb., 
POO es MOOG 2 SMe Poe, at Me-':. 
tuchen, NN: J., and’ she. also’ at Me- 
tlichen 24° Jan. 13s. 

2. Stella Avery Platt, born 3 June, 
1818. Married Joseph Kirkland Rugg 
28) Fels 1839..., He died 24 Jan:, 1857, 
at Flint, Mich. She married second 
Irederick Teach, of Owego. She died 
16 Aug, 1879, at Owego, and he 14 
Ireb., 1884, at Morrison, Hl. 

o..rederick Kdward.Platt, born Z 
Sept, 1819, at Owego. Married Ade-. 
line. 1. Huntington daughter of Jared 
Huntineton, of Owego, 4 Sept.,. 1821. 
she died. 14. Jani; 1873 . He married 
‘second Naney (Ely) Platt, widow of 
his. cousin,, Chartes. Platt. He died 
oe April, 1906. 

4 Hadward Platt: ‘born: 26 Ocet., 1821. 
Died AS March), 1823: i 

py. susan Catherine Platt, born 
Jan., i824... she was married to [saac: 
Jenedict Headley 9 Sept.,.1847. He 
died on St! Thomas’ Island «in the 
West Indies, 20 Jan., 1854, and she at 
Owego 27 Feb., 1851. 

G. Anna Platt: porn: (26 Oet. VS2b. 
Died June 24, 1829. : 

7. Minily Whizabeth Platt, born 25 
April, 1829. Married Charles Phillips 
Skinner, of Massilon, Ohio, 14 Oct. 
1852. He died 10 June, 1832, at Owego, 
Mrs: Skiiner is’ still living in. ‘this’ vil- 
Jage. ke ies 
S. diumphrey -Platt,, born 8- July, 
er. Died 24 San, PSs: 

5, Thomas Collier. Platt, born, 15 
Puy TS53. 

William H. Platt was a graduate of 
the Owego academy and from = Yale 
college in- 1885. Fron. 1836 to 1840 he 
Was engaged in the general mercan- 
tile business in Owego. He removed 
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to New York city in 1840, where he 
Was a coimnission merchant. Mrom 
187b until his death he held a clerk- 
ship in the New York post: office. 

Joseph. K.\ Ruge studied law», in 
Joseph S. Bosworth's office at Bing- 
hainton, tle was a mechanie, skilled 
in the art of earving wood. After his 
wdinission:to. the bar, in, 1834, he mar- 
ried the eldest daughter of John A. 
Collier, of Binghimton. She died a 
few years after their marriage, . He 
Was appointed surrogate -of Broome 
county Keb, 92, 2836, aud held ithat 
office four years. He married SteHa 
A. Platt ur 180%) Hei was later (cash- 
ier in a. batikeecat > Massilon)”) Ohio, 
Whenee’ he removed. to Flint, Mich., 
Where he practised law and lived until 
his death. 

Krederick hm. Platt was. foi. many 
vears in the mercantile business. He 
opened-a veneral colmtry store at 
Owexo in 1886 when) only 17 years of 
age in colpanye: with his. brother; 
William H. Platt. Irom 1847 to, 1851 
he was in the commission business in 
New York city, and fron, 1851 to; 1804 
he was -bookkeeper in. the bank at 
Massilon, Ohio, of which his .brother- 
in-law, Joseph Kk. Rugg; was cashier. 
From i854 to 1865 he was in the ecloth- 
ing. business In Owego. The rest of 
his life he was engaged. in banking, 
and at the time of his death, in 1906, 
he was cashier of the Tioga national 
bank, whieh» position he Rad held_ 
forty-one years. " 

Isave. B. Headley. was a, college 
graduate and was most of his life en- 
gaged in the banking business. He 
came to Owego when ai Veurs) Of sage, 
and was from 1837 to 1844. principal 
of the Owego academy. Tle died Jan. 
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20, 1854, in the island of St. Thomas, 
where he was living for the benefit of 
his health, aged 44 years. ' He was a 
brother. of Joel’ T. Headley, the his- 
torian, Who was also a teacher at the 
Owego academy,*‘as well as their sis- 
ter, Mrs. Irene Headley. 

Charles P. Skinner was born Aug. 
5, 1827, at Massillon, -Ohio. At an 
early age he became Interested with 
James P. Gay, of Milan, Ohio, in a 
line of transportation vessels: plying 
the great lakes. He came’ to Owego 
in 1859 and engaged with Frederick 
H. Platt in the clothing business. 
Krom 1862 to 1866 he was in partner-. 
ship with Thomas [. Chatfield in the 
grocery business. When the extension 
of the Chenango canal was built to. 
Owego trom Binghamton he _ built a 
portion of it by contract. Later he 
engaged in railroad construction at 
Portland, Oregon, in Canada, and else- 
where. He was cashier of the Na- 
tional Union bank of Owego and had 
charge of closing its affairs in 1870.. 

Thomas Collier Platt has attained 
wider prominence than any other na- 
tive of Owego. The history of his life 
has been. so fully published in the 
local histories that a repetition in de- 
tail here would be superfluous. When 
aes years of age, in 1857, he was elect- 
ed supervisor of the village of Owego. 
Less than two years later he was 
elected clerk of Tioga county. In 
1872 he was elected to congress and 
re-elected in 1874. He was a quaran- 
tine commissioner.in New York city 
from 1880 to 1889. He was chosen 
United States senator in January, 
1881, but resigned the office in the fol- 
lowing May. In 1897 he was again 
chosen United States senator, and 
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was’ re-elected in: 1908 for six yeurs. 
In 1879 he was appointed agent for 
the United States express company in 
New York city, and Was later made 
president and general nianager, which 
position he still holds. As’ leader of 
the Republican party of the state of 
New York for a quarter of a century 
his reputation has become national 
and has extended throughout the land. 


CHARLES AND PRINTICK RANSOM 


Charles and Printice Ransom came 
to Owego in- Isa0 from Tioga Centre 
and began a general mercantile busi- 
ess. They were, erandsons of Capt. 
samuel Ransom, who was killed at 
the massacre of Wyoming. | 


Samuel Ransot was born at Ip- 
swich, England, about 1787. He came 
to South Canaan, Coun., about the 
year 1756, when he was _- nineteen 
years old and married EKsther. Law- 
rence on May 6 of that year... After 
his marriage he is said to have seen 
service in the French war and was 
in the campaign at Ticonderoga and 
Crown Point in .1758 with Capt. Zebu- 
lon Butler, of ‘i.yme, Conn” In the 
sulnimer of 1773 he sold his real estate 
in Litchfield county and removed to 
the Wyoming valley. 


‘In. August, 1776, he was elected cap- 
tain of one of two companies ordered 
to be raised in the town of Westmore- 
land. He and his son, George Palmer 
Ransom, with their independent com- 
pany from Wyoming, joined the conti- 
nental army at Morristown, N. J. The 
first time he was under fire after join- 
ing the army.was Jan. 20, 1777, at 
Millstone, N. .J., and he . afterward 
fought in the battles of Brandywine, 
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Germantown, and in other engage- 
ents. 


In June; 1777, he resigned, in order 
to return to his home-and defend it 
against the British and Indians who 
were advancing down the ° valley 
under Col, John Butler. In the battle 
atlorty Fortwhen every captain of the 
six companies was killed, Capt. Ran- 
soiv’s dead body, was found at. the 
front of the line, with a musket shot 
through the thigh, his head severed 
from his shoulders, and his whole 
body scarred with gashes. .His name 
heads the list of killed, engraved on 
the tablet of the granite monument 
erected a few years afterward in 
memory of those jwho fell in the 
battle. 


apt. Ranson’s widow afterward 
yvarried Capt: James Bidlack, Sr., and 
is supposed to have moved back. to 
Norfolk, Conn.and to have died there. 
The oldest son of: Capt. Samuel 
Ransoi was also named Samuel Ran- 
som and was later known as Major 
Ransom. He was only 14 years old in 
733, when his father moved into the 
Wyoming valley. Peck’s<history says 
that he “was ..in the battle of Wyom- 
ing, had his arm) broken. by a ball, and: 
escaped by swimming the river and 
diving when the savages shot at him 
from the shore.”. In Wright’s “Ply- 
mouth Sketches” it is related that in 
‘the night of Mareh 10, 1781, when he 
was twenty-two years ‘old, the house 
was surrounded by Indians. He took 
his gun. and walked out in the noon- 
light. An Indian fired, breaking -one 
of his arms. He coolly and deliber- 
ately rested his gun against the house, 
and with his remaining arm fired and 
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brought down his man. The Indians 
Hed, leaving their dead comrade. 

About 1787 Sainuel Ransom and his 
brother, Willian, bought land on Pipe 
ereck at Tioga Ceutre. William built 
uv house on the west bank of the creek, 
about one hundred ‘rods from — its 
mouth, while Samuel. settled two 
miles below Pipe creek, on the bend 
of the Susquehanna. He built on his 
land the first tavern and the first 
school house in the town of Tioga. 

Major Samuel Ranson derived his 
military title from his service in the 
New York state Wwilitia. In .1789 he 
Was appointed ensign in a Company. of 
light infantry. © li 4702 he. was. -pro- 
inoted to captain. tn 179%. the niilitia 
ot Tioga county was formed into a 
brigade and be was promoted to first 
major. Tle served until 1802, when he 
Was succeeded by Prince Alden. Major 
tansom was drowned in the Susque- 
hana river. by Lhe upsetting, . af) va 
skiff in the summer of 1807 or 1808. 

Williaim Ransom was also known: as 
Major Ransom from his service in the 
state niilitia. He was) appointed an 
ensign in a Comipiany of light infantry 
in 1792, and promoted to captain “in 
1802. In 1808 he was promoted to 
first major in lieut.-Col. Asa Camp's 
regiment. tle became a large land 
owner and shipper of luniber. 
~ William Ransom was born at Ca- 
naan, Conn., March 26, 1770. -In 1792 
he imarried Rachel Brooks, daughter 
of James Brooks, at Tioga Centre. 
Hie died Jan. 8, 1822; and she. May 29, 
1857. The children: of Wiliam and 
Rachel (Brooks) Ransom were as fol- 
lows: : 

t. ‘fra Ransom, borm,4 Dee.,, 1792, 
at Tioga Centre. Married Sarah lor- 
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wean at Niehols 22: Jau., W814 He died 
a. SN veox, Pay id) June» d848, 

& jo), Ranger bepn 14 9 Aug, 
1794, at Tioga Ceitre. Married Ienry 
bight at Smithboro 1 Feb., 1816. Died 
Lo April, 1877, at Sinithboro, 

a avid “Ransom, pot. 14 ..-Oet.; 
1790. bied 9: May,) 1827, at. Philadel- 
Dhda, Pa. “He was. unniarried. 

4. Benjamin Ransoim,born 26 Sept., 
Lio sat: bioga, Contre. Married lwey’ 
Pips at Tioga Centre iC July,. 1821. 
Died ts Fan, (830,"at Pioga Centre. 

o  Wiligor Ranson: born 9 April, 
L801, at. Tioga Centre.- Married Ange- 
line Martin at Owego 14. Sept., 183 
fie died at, Tioga Centre 7 Feb., 18383. 
“She died four days afterward, 11. Feb., 
Looe, : 

Ori Rachel) Ransom, porn 23 Aug., 
1803, at Tioga Centre. Married David 
Wailhic. at, Tigss Centre, 23. dan,, S23. 
Died te NOV, L859. 

tO OWarhes “Ransom,. dora 19 Sept.,” 
1S505,. at Fioga. Centre. Married Hope 
Maria Valeott, daughter’ of George 
Lod Talcott, at. Owego 2 Oct., 18.02. 
He died 12 Aug., 1860; at Tioga Cen- 
tre, and she “1 May 1863. 

8.) -Brintioe Ransom, por: FT sept.; 
1807, at. Tioga Centre. Married Fanny 
Thurston; daughter of: David Thurs- 
fon, at Owezo 19 Oct., 1830... He diced 
15 Oct: 1889, at Iowa City, lowa, aud 
Bie 18) Juky, 1902, at Towarcity. — 

) dlarrier Ransom, bern 15). Aug. 
1809, at Tioga Centre.- Married Asa 
Guwildersleeve, Jackson at Tioga Cen- 
cre 19 May; 7840: Died 4 June, 1847... 
at Vioga Centre. 

10. Charlotte Ransom,born 13 AprH, 
L8il. gat Lioga. Centre. Died 26 June, 
ASE. Mil 
11. Mary: Johnson Ransom, born 24 
Novi, 1812, at:'Tiega Centre. Married 
Gilbert: Strang. at Tioga’ Centre. 22 
Tats: ade, em: Oo Sue A LOde, . at 
Tioga Centre. 

‘When Charles and Printice Ransom 
begin business in Owego in May, 
1830 they were aged respectively 24 
and 22 years. Having formed a part- 
nership. with William A. Ely under 
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the firm name of Mly & Ransoms they 
ceoutinued the general mercantile bus- 
iness that had been established by 
James, Daniel, and Wm. A. MYy fh’ a 
store’on the south side of Front street 
below Lake street. Charles Ransom 
did not remain long in the firm but 
withdrew in June, 1830, and the name 
of the firm was changed to ily & Ran- 
som. This firn. was dissolved April 1, 
1833, Chartes Ransom having  pur- 
chased “Mr. ly’s Interest. .C. & P. 
hausom continued the business in the 
same store, later they ‘removed | to 
the west. side’ of Lake street: into a 
wooden store which stood opposite 
where the Owegu- national bank now 
is After the fine ot, 1840,. hi whieh 
their store was burned, they built the - 
brick store on the south side of front 
street now oecupied by Buckbee, 
Peterson, Wood & Co., and into which 
they moved in January, 1851.. On the 
auth of the. following September 
Charles Ransom who had lived both 
at Tioga Centre and Owego while in 
business here, retired from the mer- 
canutibe business altogether and spent 
the remainder of his life at Tioga 
Centre, where he died nine years 
later. 

Upon the dissolution of the firm of 
C. & P. Ransom, lrintice Ransom and 
his brother-in-law, Col. James. S. 
‘Thurston, formed a partnership and 
continued the business under the firm 
hame of P. Ransom & Co., until Dec. 
9 ES hb. 

In November, 1857, Mr. Ransom re- 
moved to lowa City, lowa, where his 
son Charles ‘T. Ransom, was practis- 
ing law. About ten years later he re- 
turned cast and engaged in the dry 
goods business in Binghamton, but in 
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Mareh, 1871, he disposed of his stock 
of goods and returned to lowa City, 
where he lived the rest of his life. 
Mr: Ransom held but ‘one public 
oltiee. Ife was elected sheriff of Tioga 
county in 1837 and served three years. 
Ile was one of the organizers of the 
Owego pas companny in 1856. 
fhe children of Charles and Hope 
NM. (Talcott) Ransom’ were as fol- 
lows: 
1. George’ KE. Ratsom, born 19 
Sept, ied3, at Owego. ‘Died 12. Jan., 
1830, 
2. Charles) Kkdmund Ransom, born 


7 Dee. 18a0, at Tiega Céntre.- Mar-. 


ried Georgiana Anderson: at’ Port De- 
posit, Md.,:21 Oct., 1862. He died 30 
April, }877, at Tioga Centre. 

o  Wiham Ransom, born 3 July, 
£884 died 18 Nov., PS41. 

The children of Printice and Fanny 
(Thurston) Ransom were -as follows: 

i. Charles Talcott’ Ransom, born 
2h septs UW3sily wt vOwege: -Married 
Fapuy Sarah ,.Bacon,., daughter. ‘of 
George Bacon, at- Owego 23 June, 
1859. We died 6 April, 1888, at lowa 
City; lowa, and she’ 8 Jam, 1897, at 
Washington, D.C. 

2. Chester Printice Ransom, born 


ot Ave. 1833, at Owego. Died.2 Feb., 


1S42 ; 
5. Fanny Clarissa Ransom, born 
& April 1837, at Owego. Married 
James bB.. Edmonds 6 Dec., 1859, at 
lowa City; fowa. She died 9 Jan., 
1864, at lowa City, and he Dec.. 29, 
1900, at Washington, D. C. 

4. Wlizabeth Rachel: Ransom, boru 
26° Sept., 1841, at Owego. Married 
“Thomas. Fanning Goodrich’ at lowa 
City, lowa, 16 Dec., 1861. He died §& 
Nov., 1904, at Owego. 

5. Mary .Neal Ransom, born 350 
Nov., 1845, at Owego. Married Hel- 
muth George Wullweber 30 May, 1877, 
at lowa City, lowa, He died 4 May, 
1879, at Dubuque, lowa. 
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ASA H., LYMAN, AND AARON 
TRUMAN. 

The first member. of the ‘TPrunian 
family who came to America was 
Joseph Truman, who Was born - in 
Nottinghamshire, KMngland. The first 
record of him is at New London, 
“Conn. where in 1666 he was a tanner, 
conducting two tanneries. He died 
there in 1697. His ‘eldest son, also 
named Joseph: Truman, was also a 
tanner, He had two sons, Shem (born 
in 1760) and David. Capt. Shem Tru: 
an was the father of Asa H. Lyman, 
and Aaron Truman, who settled ‘in the 
town of Owego, | 

Capt. Shen Prumun was born about - 
1760 at Shefiield, Mass. He Saw some 
military service both in Massachu- 
setts and New. York. He emisted in 
the contimental erimy- Aue.’ 205.2777; 
for nine months, while living in 
Massachusetts. He married Abigail » 
Spelhnan of Shefheld. 'Phey removed . 
to Canaan, Conn., where she died in 
[785. They had three children as fol- 
lows: 

1. Levi Truman, He died young. 

2. Lyman Truman, born in 1783, in 
Berkshire county, Mass. Married Lucy 
Barlow, of Candor, in 1809. He diéd 
2 Nov., 1822, in Candor. 

6. Aaron  Trunian, bern’ 27> “July, 
1785, at Granville, Mass. Married Iox- 
perfence Park, daughter of Capt. 
Thomas “Parde*. im. 1805, He. died. 13 
Jau., 1823, and she 16 May, 1844, at 
Owego. 

The same year in which. his wife 
died Capt. Shem Truman came with 
his sons to Jefferson county in New 
York state, where he married Sarah 
(Barto) Rose and where he lived sev- 
eral years. He removed. afterward 
to Genesee, N. Y.,, and thence to the 
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town of Sparta, Livingston county, 
where his second wife died. His third 
wife was Lucy Remington. She died: 
in October, 183 

While living in northern New York 
he enlisted in the light infantry, and 
in L797 Was promoted to Jieutenant. 
‘In 1802 he was promoted to captain. 
lle resigned his commission in 1804. 

The children of Shem and Lucy 
(Remington) Truman were as_ fol. 
lows: 
oko ASa . -Traman, born: 26. Feb... 
(¥9e, at. Sparta. Married Betsy. S. 
Dean’ Jan; 18i5:° He died 6° Feb.. 
1848, at Owego and she 21 June, 1882. 

Zz... Lucey VYruman, born at Sparta. 
Married Henry -Williams, of Newark 
Valley. She’'died 25 Feb., 1829. 

3. Ann Truman, born. at Sparta. 
‘Married Charles Kellogg. He removed 
to Yazoo, ill. 

4. Lovisa Truman, born in 1802. 
Married libenezer Porter. 

9. David Truman, born -t7. May, 
‘173%, Married. Phebe M.: Pryie. ‘18 
Oct., 1832. He died 18 Dee; 1844. 

6. Lydia Truman. Married -—-—— 
Seott, of Sparta. 

Lyman and Aaron Truman and their 
half-brother, Asa H. Truman, all set 
tled at Park settlement, in the town 
of Candor—Aaron in. 1804, Lyman in 
1806, and Asa H. in 1810. 

‘Asa H. Truman, the youngest of the 
three, who was 17. years old when he 
came to ark settlement, taught 
school there for a time. From 1816 to 
1825 he kept a store and tavern at 
Klemingville. The building stood there 
‘until Mareh, 1885, when it was burned. 
There were two. taverns at Fleming 
ville for several years and this one 
was known as the “lower tavern.” In 
1825 he came to Owego and began a 
general mercantile business in a 
wooden store which stood on the 
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south side of Front street, nearly op- 
posite fake street on the ground 
Where Eflenry Kipley’s boot and shoe 
store now stands. About the year 
1840 he took into partnership one of- 
his sons, Mdward Lb. Truman, and his 
nephew, Stephen S.) Truman. The 
firm was known as A. H. Truman & 
.Co. The partnership existed until 
Vir. ‘Pruman’s death, in 1848. 


Asa H. Truman lived at the time of 
his death in a house which stood on 
the north side of Front’ street, the 
third house east of Paige street. Af- 
ter his death his widow lived there 
until she died, in 1882. Aver? ‘her 
death the property was purchased by 
Mrs..J. B. Stanbrough. The house was | 
torn down and thre lot on which = it 
stood was added to Mrs. Stanbrough’s 
grounds. | 


The children of Asa H. and Betsy 
(Dean) ‘Truman were as follows: 


lL. Juliett -‘Vruman, . born. 29° Oct., 
1815. Married John C. Laning 15 July,: 
1839. tie died 18 May, 1897, at Owego, 
and she 7 April, 1900. 

a ee O EaaeGhus rutin bern £27 April: 
1818, at Flemingville.. Married Mary 
P. Leach, daughter of Caleb leach, 

‘Jv., 11 Aug., 1840, She died at Owego 
in July, 1862. Ile married second 
Mary D. Doumaux, of Charleston, in 
1873. He died 26 May, 1890, at Wells- 
boro, Pa. 

3. Edward D. Truman, born 19 
May, 1820, at Owego. Married: Kleanor 
M. Soule 10 Nov., 1848. Ile’ died 6 
June, 1862, at Dixon, Hl. } ing 

4, Aaron: Truman, bor. 29 .Jan., 
1823. Died 14 Oct.,.1825. 

5. Charies'°L. “Truman, Born . “24 
March, 1825, at Owego. Married Anna 
Thurston Dexter, daughter of Stephen 
Dexter, of Exeter, R. I, at Owego 12. 
July, 1849. He died Sept. 20, 1863. 

6. Laura H. Truman, born 4 Sept., 
1829. Died 5 Jan.,. 1882. 
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q) ‘Aaron -Trawman),' born in 1827 
Died 14 Oct., 1830. 1) 

8, William’ H.:Truman, born 2 
March, 1842, at Owego. Married Mary 
Pahner, She died 13 Jan., 1873... ‘He 
luarried second Sarah Wild, of New 
York efty, 21 March, 1877. He died 5 
sept, 1895, in New York. 

Lucius Truman was seven years old 
When his father removed from lem: 
neville to Owego. After leaving the 
Owego academy he entered. into the 
grocery business with his father in 
tobi’ bloek. In 1840, the year . of 
his first marriage, he formed a part- 
nership in the general mercantile bus- 
iness With William P. Stone, who had 
been & clericsin Asa’... Truman’s 
store, under the firm name of Traman 
& Stone. Their store ‘occupied -the 
ground on the south side of Front 
street where Frank M..Baker & Son’s 
hardware store is now and was kuown 
as’ the “Empire Store.” Charles. L: 
Truman was atterward received into 
the partnership and the firm of Tru- 
ian, Stone & Co. continued the busi- 
ness until 1851, when it was dissolved. 
Lucius Truman removed to Wellsboro, 
Pa., where he engaged in lumbering 
in company With John RR. Bowen. 
When the civil war broke out he. en- 
listed and was mustered into the ser- 
vice as first- lieutenant of Co. If of the: 
Kirst rifles (old Bucktails) on May. 15, 
1861. Four years afterward, July 28, 
1865, he was mustered out as quarter- 
master of the 109th regiment of Penn- 
sylvania infantry. © Then he resumed 
the lumber business. In 1888 he was 
appointed a United States. deputy col- 
lector of internal revenue, and in-1887 
he was elected county auditor. Ile 
died at Wellsboro May 26, 1890. Lu- 
cius Truman built the house on the 














ns rouboh ald, “ae ‘ion 
we aoe ony” weer tm 
ver 5 “boaeigt ot 


apa vidi, 
Bi Pusan 















“ith : adap orp. pens ae ‘ane . ae 
Jinn to shia: Lana shag ae bison: 
foe B yodad. Wodouthe. 
wot enw ‘bila wren “ ei r ek } 
ul. coed “nae sig a 
Padaht : bavivoer: beara ony Widh eral we 











ivan waws Me paver rig dal ' 
arta prince’ oF ReIRe 7 wand 











eesti a jeri ‘Be: Pas 
“t2 ok Yoo colored: 20 Js 





243 


south side of Main street, midway be- 
twen Paige and’ Ross streets. The 
house was afterward for niauny years 
owned and occupied by S.-S. Truman 
and later. by Chas. C,:-Thotuas; -and: is 
now owned by James J. Walker, 
Mdward D. Truman,-who was five 
years old when the family removed to 
this village, was a clerk afterward in 
his father’s ‘store. |About the. year 
1840 Asa H. Truman took Hdward D. 
Truman and his nephew, Stephen. S. 
“Truman into partnership in the gen- 
eral mereantile business, which part- 
nership continued until the senior 
Truman's death dn February, 1848. 
Then Ek. Db. & 8. 8S. Truman continued 
the business until their store was 
bared in the flit oh Isia: They re- 
sumed business after the fire in’ a 
wooden building which stood on the 
west side of Nortlr avenue. The front 
of this store Was painted mn. diamonds 
ol different bright colors and the store 
Was called the “Diamond Store.” 
When a brick store was built on the 
ruins of the -Front street store the © 
new store also had a diamond front, 
siinilar to that of the North avenue 
store. kk. D. & 8S. S. Truman occupied 
the new store until February, 1855, 
when a new firm composed of KE. D. 
Truman, Gurdon G. Manning, and C. 
Ix. Schoonmaker was formed under 
the firm name of Kk. D. Truman.& Co. 
The name was changed later to Tru- 
nan, Manning & Co. In d8OR Be: 
Truman sold his interest in the busi- 
hess to his partners and removed to 
Dixon, HL, where he died June 6, 1862. 
Charles: I. Truman entered the vol- 
unteer service of the United States as 
a first lieutenant in the 18th regiment 
of infantry Mareh-6, 1862. He was 














i ‘BP wp song an ee 
ne aati toon Saget vi 


ya beans he ey tage: pene a 
hed ey ey itt 
ea case Ree 
i rey Wee bewuituoa | ori 
: ee ee 

on wat 
ie | 

athe Wi Ys por HO erste: “shale waiiek 09 
S if 1) a ae all a) ey ea de aig sen ay yo B 

ea i -AbOiBhh. at badwhag, anti gee what os yas 
i MOhe out ape weeled J dyita J, oN, 
yon, bovanitl we» 
‘lt ee Jind gin Hide He 

BNE 8 aid: otodm ‘jwovtey Naw yore o an 

ak dso toiteb .& net ool “ohode! 

caddies a ia : oat i as 

















eT een? fe papers 
Pome way pail pari 
Bipcyet bean 





241 


brevetted captain Sept. 19, 1863, for 
gallant and meritorious service in the 
battle of Chickamauga. He was killed 
in battle Sept. 20, 18638. 

William H. Truman, who was only 
six years old: when his father died, was 
employed for several years by the 
United States express company. For 
several years previous to” his. death. 
im IS05, he had been collector of sta- 
tistics of domestic’ receipts at the 
Produce Mxchange in New, York city. 

AARON TRUMAN: 

When Aaron Truman came jn 1804 
from the town of Sparta to Owego he 
Game to teach school. The next year 
he married Capt. Thos. Park’s daugh- 
ter. ‘heir children were as follows: 

Li hy man: 2 Bark Proumean, . born ~ 2 
March, tS06, at Park settlement. Mar- 
ried Iuimily M. Goodrich, daughter of 
Aner Goodrich, of Goodrich settle- 
meng 200! Faw, 080s." He died. 24 
Nlarch, 188l,cat Owego, and she 9% 
April, LS96, 

2. Charles EK. Truman, ‘born: 1} 
Nov., 1}807. Married Harriet Webster 
26 May,;1836. He died 21 July, 189%, 
at Flemingville, and she 21 Oct., 1887. 

3. Dorinda M. Truman, born. -24 
Meb., 1809, Married John Gorman 7 
Seppe, (stl. He. was captain of Co. 
C, 409th regiment, N. Y. Vols., in the 
civil War and was killed in the battle 
of Cold Harbor, - Va., 31 May, 1864. 
She died 12 Sept., 1895, at Owego. 

4A Py eriinvan, bor 17 Feb., 
Si. “Died 30 Sept., 1885; at. Owego. 
Uiimarried. 

5, Hraucis, W.... Truman; . born’ Js 
bec,. 1812, Died, 20\ Jan; 1893. Un- 
married. uta 5 

6. Charlotte Truman,born 12 Sept., 
i814... Died 20 Sept., 1815. 

7. George Truman, born. 16 June, 
1816, at. Owego. Married Munice A. 
Goodrich, daughter of Erastus Good- 
rich 19 Nov., 1842. He died. 14 Keb., 
1907, at Owego, and she 6 Oct., 1897%.. 
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S Wainy  Pruman, bork) 1° Apri, 
1818. Married to David ‘l.. Goodrich 
Ld wuly, 184]. -He died 3..July, 1896, 
at Owego, and she 10 Jan.; 1892. 

0 Mary il. Traman, boriy 18 June, 
1820. Married to Alfred Dodge 9 Jan., 
1869. He died 13 March, 1900, and she 
RIC DOG 
LG, “Adelme Truman, born’ 17. Jute, 
S22. Pied 1) Feb. 13823, 

LYMAN PARK TRAJMAN, 

When Aaron ‘Truman died, in 1823, 
his eldest son, Lyman. P. Truman, was 
\7 years of age, Aaron Trunian's farm 
of sixty acres Was so encumbered as 
to almost preclude any possibility of 
retaining it With. the remarkable 


enerey which characterised him 
through life Lyman: P..: Truman. set 
himself  resolutels wt vork and 


through bard. dabor and the greatest 
economy he finally liquidated. every 
Clain against the farm. ile’ confined 
his attention. almost exclusively. to 
raising . potatoes which he shipped 
down the river. in arks, and it was 
from this product that he realized, 
during his management of the farm, - 
a sum sufficient to pay all debts and 
leave a handsome balanee with which 
to begin a mereautile business. 

In 1830 he came to Owego and en- 
tered the general Country stare of his 
unele, Asa HH. ‘Truman, as a clerk, to 
learn the mereantile business. Three 
years later he formed a_ partnership 
with John M. Greenleat and began a 
vyeneral mereantile business in a store 
which stood on the east side of Lake 
“street on ground now occupied by the 
Owego national bank building. This 
partnership continued three years. 
Having established himself secure: 
‘ly in business here he brought three of 
his brothers, Orin, Francis, and George 
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Truman, to Owego and in’ May, 1837, 
established the firin of ta Truman & 
Brothers, which existed nearly thirty 
years... The brothers conducted an ex: 
tensive mercantile. and lumber busi- 
ness: (In 1609) deyimaa Py ‘Truman. pur- 
Chased the ground on the south side 
of Front street where Wicks, & 
liéalty’s- shoe store now stands, the 
third store west of Lake street, where 
he built a wooden store, into which 
the firm. removed its stock of goods 
froiv lake street. When the store 
wis burned in the fire of 1849 it was 
immediately replaced with ‘the pres: 
fit Dick “store, where the -brothers 
continued the mercantile business un- 
{il W865, iv 1862 Lyman Truman and 
Gurdon Hewitt, Jr, made large in- 
vestments im lands. in the state. of 
IWingis, from the sale of which they 
niade a large amount of money. 

Mir. Truman was active in. public 
life, tte held various town offices 
coustable, commissioner of highways, 
ete,, wid was supervisor in 1849 and 
Aaya Ee Was, ‘a. village, trustee: in 
Laon. (In So. be. was,,eleeted State 
senator and was. re-elected in 1859 
and sol. 





After the great fire of 1849, which 
swept away all the stores in I’ront 
and take streets; there was a great 
. depression im the business commun- 
ity. Many of the insurance companies 
fuiled and the loss to many property 
owhers was a total one.-Mr, Truman 
‘was one of the most active men in re-’ 
building the business portion of the 
village. It was largely through his 
efforts that. the Ahwaga house was. 
built. In recognition of -his public 
spirit and enterprise a dinner was 
given in his honor at that hotel in the 
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evening: of Jaty 6, -1862):>at. which 
many of the prominent citizens and 
their wives, were present, on which 
oecasion @ silver pitcher was’ -pre- 
sented to him. Mr. ‘Truman was pres- 
ident of the old bauk of Owego and of 
its successor, the irst national bank 
of Owego from 1856 until his death. 


While his brothers went into mer- 
culile life in Owego, Charles f. Tru- 
Imma renained on the farm all his life. 
Lie served twenty-eight years as a jus- 
tice’ of the. peace and was also ‘for 
Many. years and until his death post- 
master at Flemigville. 


Before coming to Owego Orin Tru- 
Man taught school Fron May, 1880, 
until his death he was’ cashier of the 
First national bauk. 

George Truman after the dissolu- 
tion: of the fires. of Ti. Fruman & 
Brothers continued the mercantile 
business in company with his son-in- 
law,A. Chase Thompson, until January.’ 
1873, when “he retired from the dry 
goods trade. tie =9sueceeded his 
brother, Lyman. P. Truman, as presi- 
dent of the First national bank in 
IS81] and held the position until his 
death. He was u trustee of the state 
hospital at Binghamton from June, 
1580, to March, 1892. 


LYMAN TRUMAN, 

Lyman Truman was 21 years of age 
when his father, Shem Truman, set- 
tled at Park settlement. He married 
Lucy Barlow, of Candor, in 1809. He 
was a farmer. all his life. He saw 
some Military service, as did. also 
nearly all the able-bodied men of his 
day, having been commissioned first 
lieutenant in the Sixteenth New York 
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regiment of artillery. He died Novy. 
eh ogee 

The following were the ‘children of’ 
Lyinan and Lircy (Barlow) ruman: 

itidohn ls Prunvan. 

ou tb OV oD. Dean, porn. 11 Sept., 
L809, in Candor, N. Y. Married Louisa 
tawrence 25° Oct. 1834." He died >] 
May, 1879, and she 20 Oct., TsS81. 

o, i James Truman: 

4: eephen SS. Truman, borw ..28 
April, (S16, in Candor. Married Cor- 
delia. Belknap 2 Nov., 1843... He died 
16 Apr, 1895, at) Auburn; Cal. “and 
sie 2) June, 1902, at Salt. Lake City, 
Utal. . ; 

a. epi "Eramen, horn, 28 Nev. 
1813, in Caudor, No °Y:>’Married Wil- 
liam PF. Stone § Nov. 1836.) He died 
due ZS, 1890; at Qweeo,-and she 4 
Ave, TOW. ian 

bo ize Truman, .boinm © 30). April,,. 
LSts Married Prank R. Weed, . of 
Mlemingville, 1 Aug., 1844. She died 
6 Sept., S64. He niarried second Lucy: 
Pruviuin, daughter of Levi B. Trumun, 
y dune, 1867. He died 1 April, 1882. 
vw Bernjemiyr i. Pruman, born. 23 
dune, 1822, in Candor.. Married Maria 
Dean, 10-Noy., 1802. She died 30.May; 
(S82. fle aarried second Susan So- 
phronia tong 28 Meb., 1884. He is the 
only survivor of the family and is 


t 


still living at Owego. 

Stephen oS) <Pruman, ~William._P. 
Stone, and Benjamin L. Truman were 
all Owego merchants. Stephen 8, 
Trtanan Jeft his father’s farm in 1807, 
the year following the setting off of 
Chemung county from Tioga, and 
worked in the Tioga county clerk's 
ollice copying. the records of lands 
lying in Chemung county for use in 
that county, in company with Wim. P. 
Stone, Dr. John Frank, and others, 
He was afterward a clerk in Henry 
Camp's store, and later in Gen. John 
Laning’s stores In 1840 he went into 
partnership with his uncle, Asa H, 
Truman and Asa’s son, Ndward WD. 
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Truman, in the iwercantile business. 
Particulars of this. partnership have 
already been given in these articles. 
te Pepi inary, PeRoe. he retired from 
.the firnt and opened a dry goods and 
grocery store in TT. P.: Patch’s block, 
Which stood on the west side of Lake 
strect on the ground now occupied by 
the LN. Chambertain block, 

| William P. Stone was born at Still- 
water, Safatoga caunty, N. Y., June 
26; 1610. “In VST his father, luther 
Stone, came to ‘Pioga county with his 
Wife and seven children and lived in a 
log house on Colonel David Mleming's 
farm: at Flemingville. dn 1823" they 
settled on a@ farin at Park settlement. 
la 1eo0) he teib the Tat. to travel 
‘about the country selling clocks, 
which were tianufactured at a factory 
Which stood on the cust bank of the 
Owevo creek, about two miles north 
of this villuve, In 1834 he began a 
general mereantile business in Owezo | 
with Sheldon Osborne in a wooden 
store which stood east of the bridge 
in Front street on the ground where 
Truman & Jones's. produce store now 
stunds. They were unsuceesstul in the 
business. tn 1827, after having fin- 
ished his work for about a year copy- 
ing the records of -Chemung county 
lands in the Tioga eounty . clerk’s 
office, he entered his uncle, sa H. 
Truman’s, store“*as a clerk. In 1839 
he went into the general mercantile 
business in company with Luciys 
Truman, he firm of Truman & 
Stone occupied a store which stood on 
the south side of Front street on the 
ground where ‘I'rank M. Baker & 
Son’s. hardware store now stands. 
Their stofe was known as “The Hkm- 
pire Store.” Charles L. Truman was 
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afterward received into the partuer- 
ship. Later Mr. Stone purchased his 
partners interest in the’ business 
Which he transferred to his nephew, © 
Hara 8. Kuckbee. The tirm of Stone 
& Co. was subsequently conmposed of 
Messrs. Stone, Buckbee, Stephen S:; 
yuan, and Benjamin: L. Traman . 
and “occupied the block of two ‘stores 
Opposite Ahwagau hall, then known as 
the luuapire block. When the block. 
was. darned .in oMareh, 1860, the firin 
oceupicd the store now voecupied by 
Buckbee, Peterson, Wood & Co. The 
‘Trumans. liad withdrawn from. the 
fir eb. 1, 1860, and Stone & Buck- 
bee continued in business until 1874 
When Mir. Stone sold his interest in 
the store and retired from active 


business 


Upon their withdrawal from the 
firm tor) Stone '& “Gay 82:8. and B. fh. 
Traian formed a new” partnership 
and began the mereantile busimess in 
the store now occupied by Henry. C. 
Ripley as a shoe store. In 1868 B..L. 
Trumian retired trom the firm and 8S. 
S. Truman and his son, John B. Tru. 
bhai, continued in the business three 
years. hv 18$76.8.-5. Truman removed 
to Neyada and thence in 1880 — to 
Aubin, Cal., where he died April 25, 
PSD. 


Benjamin L. Truman in March, 
1855, formed a partnership -in the dry 
goods. business with Gurdon G. Man- 
ning, who had been a clerk in Stone 
& Co.'s store, and C.-K. Schoonmaker, 
who had been a clerk in EK. D. & 8.5. 
Truman’s store, and K. D. Truman 
under the firm name of KE. D. Truman 
& Co. Three years later this partner- 
ship was dissolved. From 1878 to 
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1900 he conducted a grocery business 
in Front street. 

DR. GODFREY WALDO, 

One of the early physicians ut Owe- 
xo was Dr. Godircy Waldo, who came 
here. from ~Plytmouth, N. H., in the 
sulimer of 1810, and who lived here 
29 years. He was a descendant of 
Cornelius Waldo, who came from the 
Netherlands to Aimerica i ibe4 and 
settled at Chelmsford, ..Mass. flis 
father was Daniel Waldo, who was 
Horn in 137 and. died in 1792, and who 
Was a man of no. particular aecount, 
ai itmerant, living in varions places. - 

Dr. Godfrey Waldo was born June 
LOO TTT ag Pomitret, Conn. tle married 
-Mizabeth Carpenter Jan, 3: Lavo... She 
was born May 6, 1783, at Portsmouth, 
N. ii. They removed to Owego five 
years after their marriage. ‘Chey lived 
mn the little red fouse whieh stood at 
the northeast corner of Front and 
Church streets. Me house was oc- 
cupied several years. afterward by 
bhiuther. Johuson, ah eccentric negro 
barber and fiddler, as a barber shop. 

Dr. Waldo did-hot practise medicine 
much, but was enzaved in other busi- 
ness the nature of which is not known 
how. He was unsuecessful and was 
advertised as au insolvent debtor in 
October, 18t1, and again in March, 
1826. Im 1839 he removed to Birmine- 
hai, Mich., where one of his sons, 
Charles C. Waldo, had settled. Thence 
he removed in 1845 to, Pontiac, Mich., 
where he died Sept. 16, 1848. Mrs. 
Waldo was.93 years of age at the time 
of her death at tlolly, Mich., Mareh 
18, 4877. ‘Dr. and Mrs, Waldo, were 
the parents of thirteen children, the 
only survivors of whom at the time of 
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her death was a son, C. C. Waldo, and’ 
a daughter living in Nebraska. 
JOHN CARMICHAEL. 


One of the first men. to engage ‘in 
the jewelry business in Owego was 
Johu Carmichael, who was of Scotch 
descent, and was born Aug. 12, 1795, 
at Johnstown, N. Y. He began an ap- 
prenticeship at the trade of a watch- 
inaker at Albany when he was sixteen 
years of age. He came to Owego in 
October, 1819 and opened a jewelry 
store and repair shop in one of the 
wooden stores in Caldwell row. in 
front: street. In 1835 he built a store 
on the ground where the Tioga “na- 
tional bank now stands, where he con- 
ducted a suceessful jewelry business 
until his store was burned in the Sep- 
teniber, 1849, fire. As he was in poor 
health at this time he. did not resume 
“business. 

Mr. Carmichael was -lame many 
years previous to his death and was 
compelled to walk with a crutch. He 
was the first collector of taxes of 
Owego from the time’ of its incorpora- 
tion as a village in 1827 until 1834, in- 
clusive... He was also-:for . several 
years a Village assessor, and was 
treasurer of Tioga county in 1837. 

Mr. Carmichael’s. first wife was 
Maria Mack, daughter ot judge 
_ Stephen Mack, whom he married Dec. 
25, 1824. She died Sept. 22, 1829. He 
married second Harriet Ely, daughter 
of Dr. Elisha Ely, June 10, 1885. She 
“was born Sept. 11, 1794, at Saybrook,’ 
Conn,;and‘ died Sept. 1, 1881, ..at 
Owego. Mr. Carmichael died April 
24, 1878, at Owego. 

The children of John and Maria J. 
(Mack) Carmichael were as follows: 
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). Charles = Stephen Carmichael, 
born 22 Jan.; 1826, at Owego, Married 
Margaret Camp, daughter of Adolphus 
Crux, 23 Bet, 1862, ¢ Vee. died 12 
Fane, 1898, at Owego, and. she 1b Nov., 
1907, at Binghaintou, 

2. Horace: Mack Carmichael, born 
6 Feb., 1829, at Owego, Died. 24.Sept.. 
1866... He was unmarried. 

Both: WChartes «and’): Hevace,, Car- 
Wichael learned: the — watehmaker's 
trade in their luther’s shop and after 
the fire of 1849 continued the business 
in & wooden store: which their father 
built on the west side of lake street, 
the fourth store, north of Front. street. 
They sold the business in the fall of 
1852. to Horatio DN) Greene. , [ny Now, 
I854, Mr. Greene sold the business to 
the Carmichael brothers and removed 
to Mausheldy Ol.) hGu) Ss & AM. Car: 
michael continued the business sev 
eral years... ln April, 2804, 0. .S.° Car- 
michael purchased a spoke, sash, and 
blind manufactory in Adaline street. 
which he conducted six. years.) lay 
[S76 he built on the site of his jewelry 
store the three-story brick block now 
oceupied by A. AV. Bunzey and Cuneo 
a Bonueli. 

JOHN RIPLEY: 

John Ripley was born Mareh 174, 
1702, at? Coveniry, Tolland county, 
Conn. le was, probably, the desecnd- 
ant of William Ripley, who came to 
Hingham, Mass., in 1683*from England ~ 
with his wife, two ‘sons. and two 
daughters. Many of the descendants 
of William Ripley settled in Tolland 
county. 

After coming to Owego John Ripley 
‘was a clerk’ in. Charles Pumpelly’s 
store. #rom 1820 tO (loud fe “was 
under-sheriff of Tioga county and 
lived in the old court hotwse, which 
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stood at the southeast corner of Main 
and Park streets. He was the first oc- 
cupant of the building. The second 
story of this building was the court 
room, in which gospel services were 
held on Sunday and performances 
sometimes given in the evening of 
other days in the week, when court 
was not in session. On the lower 
floor was the jail, the jailor’s living 
rooms, the sherifi’s office,and two jury 
rooms. Mr. Ripley’s son and one of 
his daughters were born in this build- 
ing. 

Mr. Ripley was a man of great force 
of character, determined; and one. who_ 
‘arried out any undertaking fearlessly 
and regardless of any consequences to 
himself, It is related that at one time 
While deputy sheriff he pursued a 
criminal into Canada in the winter 
and without going through the formal- 
ity of obtaining extradition papers, 
seized the fellow by main force, loaded 
him into his cutter, and drove back 
into this state and eventually lodged 
his prisoner in Owego jail. 

Mr. Ripley held the offices of con- 
stable, town collector, and ‘assessor. 
Hie was elected a justice of the peace 
in 1853 and held the office. by re- 
election until his death, with the ex- 
ception of one year (1858.) 

After leaving the court house he 
lived in a small red house owned by 
Charles Pumpelly, which stood on the 
south side of Main street close to the 
sidewalk at the northeast corner of 
the lot on which Charles P. Storrs’s 
residence stands, near the foot of 
Spencer avenue. There he lived at 
the time of his death, Jan. 2, 1860. 

Mr. Ripley married Diana Westfall, 
ot Warren Pa., Feb. 4, 1817. She,was 
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born in Orange county, N. Y., May 23, 
1796, and died at Owego Dee. 29, 1868. 

The children of John and Diana 
- (Westfall) Ripley were as follows: 

l.. Kliza’ Snlith’ Ripley, “born 24 
April, 1818, at Owego. Married /ben- 
ezer Woodbridge, of Candor, 20 Sept., 
1840. He died in 1896 at Lee Centre, 
ll. Mrs. Woodbridge is still living at 
Dixon, I. 

Z. sarah Pierce Ripley, born 11 
sept., 1820, at. Owego. Died 15 June, 
1894, at Owego. ’ : 

3. Charles Pomeroy Ripley, born 
28. Dec.,, 1623, “at Owego. Married 
Sarah Merrick.in Kentucky in 1849. 
He died 31. Dec., 1863, at Sterling; LIL, 
and she 27 Nov., 1907. ; 

4. Frances Clarissa Ripley, born 23 
Aug., 1827, at Owego. Married “Lzra 
S. Buckbee 16 Oct.; 1849, at Owego. 
He died 10 Aug., 1883. Mrs. Buekbee 
is still living in Owego. 

EZRA S. SWELT. 

kizra Smith Sweet, for many years 
a prominent member of the bar of 
Tioga county, Game to Owego in 1825. 
tle was a grandson of Silas Sweet, 
who was born in 1745 and who lived 
at New Bedford, Mass., where. he 
worked as a blacksmith, forging an- 
chors for whaling and other vessels, 
from 1770 to 1800, when he removed — 
to Bradford, Vt., where he purchased 
w farm and where he lived the rest of 
his life. He was a soldier in Captain 
Thomas Sawyer’s company of Ver-- 
mont militia, raised for the defence 
of the northern frontier of the United 
States. He entered the ‘service June 
20, 1779, and was discharged Aug. 20, 
1779. He died at Bradford, Vt., Nov. 
25, 2822. 

Silas Sweet had four children, one 
of whom, Paul Sweet, was the father 
of Kzra S. Sweet. Paul Sweet was 
born at New Bedford April 1, 1770. 
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He was a merchant and held the office 
of justice of the peace. His first wife 
was Rebecca Chadwick, whom he mar: 
Med Sept. 11,°1794,,.and) his second 
Wife Was Sarah Ford. Paul and Re- 
beeca (Chadwick) Sweet were the pa- 
rents of seven childven, of whom Ezra 
5. Sweet was the oldest. 

Ezra 5. Sweet was. born, June  3,: 
1796, at New Bedtovd. His parents re- 
moved.to Bradford, Vt., where his 
father died ‘April 27, -1815, when Ezra 
5S. Sweet was nearly’ 19 years old. 
izra S. Sweet was a school teacher a 
few ycars. In 1819 he married Janet 
McLaren Clow, daughter of Peter 
Clow, at Schagticoke, N. Y.,. and soon 
afterward removed to Salem, N. Y., 
where he studied law. 

In December, 1825, after his admis- 
sion to the bar, he came to Owego. 
Ile began law practice here in part- 
nership with Wiliam Platt. In 18382, 
his business connection with Mr. 
Platt having been dissolved,he formed 
a law. partnership with Col. Nathaniel 
W. Davis, which existed about nine 
years. .He. afterward practised law 
alone until his eldest son, Charles H. 
Sweet,was admitted to the bar in July, 
[sd0. The partnership of the father 
and son continued until tne breaking 
out of the civil war, when Chas. H. 
Sweet enlisted in the federal service. 
IKizra S. Sweet continued the practice 
of law until his death, Oct. 16, 1869. 

Mr. Sweet was a leading member ol 
the old Whig party and was active in 
political affairs. He was the first 
clerk of the board of village trustees 
‘from its organization iv!) 1827) until 
1832. We was district attorney of 
Tioga county from July, 1888, to June, 
1841, and from 1847 to 1851. He was 
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a member of assenibly in 1849. He 
was later nominated to congress by 
the Whigs and defeated. He’ was 
twice nominated for county judge and 
iu each instance defeated, first by the 
Whigs, in 1851, and seeond. by the 
Democrats In 1868. He held the office 
of justice of the peace several years. 

squire Sweet (as he was generally 
known) was noted among the lawyers 
for many years as the best after-din- 
ner speaker and stump orator 
im Owego: “Por: Jeng. -and: sis 
tained effort he was not re- 
markable, but for a short speech, 
pithy, eloquent sententious, and some-: 
times sarcastic, such as he was often 
called upon to make at a public recep- 
tion, a political gathering, or a ban- 
quet, his - sparkling wit. and bril- 
liant phrases charmed his hearers. 
William EF. Warner, who knew him 
well as a fellow member of the bar, 
mentions him ‘in his centennial his- 
tory, as follows: 

“He possessed many fine qualities 
as a‘jury lawyer: He was brilliant, 
witty, sarcastic, and full of anecdote. 
Jurymen were not apt to dose, nor 
even become inattentive, while Mara 
“Sweet claimed attention. Like judge 
Strong, he had as a lawyer more. suc- 
cess with a jury than at the bar. As a 
political. speaker he was very popular 
for many years.” 

The children of Ezra S. and Janet 
(Clow) Sweet were as follows: 

1. (Marin Sweet; born Nov.,’ 1820. 
Died Aug., 1821. 

2..-Maria ‘Louise \ Sweet, bor 5 
March, 1822, at Salem, N. YY. Married 
Ben. Johnson 31 Oct., 1843. He died 
19 Aug., 1863, at Vicksburg, Miss. She 
inarried second -Gen. Henry Martyn 
Whittelsey 12 July, 1866. He died 8 
Aug., 18738, at Washimgton and she 
also at Washington 14 April, 1878. 
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vo. Charles Henry’ Sweet, bom { 
Pep. de20, i Savatoga county, N.Y. 
hie married) first): Resa. laura 
Barnes, ..danghter sof) @harlés~ R- 
Barnes, of Owego... She died 9 May, 
ISo7, at Owego. He married second 
Francelia I. tlubbard, daughter of 
iMeury: SN! Hubbard, of Owego, . 2% 
Bept.,-18o9. She is now living at Al- 
hans be, died. 129° Bebb. T892.. at 
Owego, i h : 

f. Harriet Elizabeth Sweet, born 
Mm dam., 1829; at Owego. Mérried -Kd- 
ward Hanitton Pruex: 9 Nov, 1853, at 
Omer. “She died) by;New York city 
Fi TLOV oe MOOG. 

». , Pan Sweet born 1;May,.1S3t,.at 
Oweeo tle was a civil engineeer. He 
qed: hy Texas’ tf? May. tss¥. 

b. Mary Delphine Sweet,. born 30 
Jan., 1841, at Owego. Married linus 
Mdwin Post, of Owego, 8 Feb., 1871. 

Ben. Johuson was a son of Haynes 
Johuson and was born at knfield, New 
Hiaiipshire, March 25, 1809, and was. 
reared {vom the age of nine years in 
the family of his uncle, also named 
Ben Joluson, a prominent lawyer. at 
Ithaca, N.Y. He was graduated from 
Union college in 1830. He = studied 
law with his uncle at Ithaca and after 
his vadmission to the bar lived at 
Vicksburg, Miss., where he practised - 
law twenty years. In 1820 he sold his 
residence and slaves, retired from 
practice, and travelled in’ Hurope in 
1850, coming later to Owego. During 
the civil war in 1862 he was employed 
by the United States government. in 
aid of the revenue.departnent on the 
Mississippi river, and was. a- short 
time before his death appointed post- 
master at Vicksburg by president Lin- 
coln. de died at Vicksburg Aug. 1%, 
TSO... 

Gen. HLlenry M. Whittlesey was born 
“Amz. 12. 1821. He was. a son of Rev, 
Samuel Whittelsey,’ of New Preston, 
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Conn., who in 1517 took Charge of the 
deaf and dumb asylum at. Hartford, 
Conn, hater he add his. wife eon- 
ducted large seminaries at Utica and 
Clanadaigna, Neo Y. Gen. Whittelsy 
was educated at Yale college’ and was 
admitted to the bar in 1645. He re- 
nroved to Detroit, Mich.,in 185-4. Me en- 
tered the volunteer military service of 
the United States as a@ captain in the 
civil war and rese to be chief quarter- 
iiaster’ of the zatmy of Georgia with 
the rank of codlohel In August, 86a, 
ie was chief quartermaster of the. de- 
partment of Mississippi in September, 
IS66, and was mustered out with the. 
rank of brigadier. general -by brevet. 
by ad dasa, be: was appointed — 
comptroller of the city of Washington 
In 1310. He died at St. Mhgabetiy hos: * 
pital, near Washington, April 14, IS%S, 


. Gharles Hi Sweet. was admitted to 
the bar of Tioga Gounty Feb. 40, 18o0b. 
He practised law in company with his 
father until the, breaking. out of the 
civil: war when he enlisted and was 
quartermaster’s clerk under Capt. 
Ransom @f the, rnezulkan aay ALBCT 
his discharge foun the army he. con- 
ducted the business of a planing mill 
in Owego a lew), years, going ) later, tO, 
ihnira where he was in the service of 
the Mrie railway company in the cai- 
pany’s offices for more than sevontecn 
Vours, 

Kdward H..truex was. a son. ot 
David Campbell Truex, of Albany, wad 
a great grandson of lsaac Jacob Trucx, 
a Huguenot, who was born at Druex, 
Mrance, and Who came to  Ameried 
with’ his parents inthe ship “Anna” 
in 1623, He came to Owego in 185! 
and opened a drug store in the store 
ati the west end of. the Ahwaga house 
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block. _He sold the business in Octo- 
ber, 1854, to Thomas C. Platt and re- 
moved to New York,’ where he. for 
many years conducted a wholesale 
drug business and where he died. 


NATHANIEL AND CALEB H. 
SACKETT. 

Two of the early settlers at Owego 
and who afterward removed to the 
town of Candor were Nathaniel and 
Caleb H. Sackett, twin brothers, who 
came here from. Westchester county, 
IN; |.) dns 1798: 

They were descendants of Simon 
Sackett, who. sailed in the ship, 
“Lyon” Dee.:1, 1630, from Bristol, 
dingland, and settled at Boston, Mass. 
The descendants of Simon Sackett in 
consecutive order were: ' Simon 
Sackett, Jr., Capt. Joseph Sackett, 
Rev. Richard © Sackett, Nathaniel 
Sackett, and Col. Richard Sackett. 

Col. Richard Sackett, who was the’ 
father of Nathaniel and Caleb H. 
Sackett, lived in the town of Bedford, 
Westchester County, N. Y., and after- 
ward in New York city. He was acom- 
missioned officer m the war of the 
revolution, serving almost contin- 
uously from the beginning to the end 
of the seven years struggle for inde- 
pendence. In May, 1776, he was com- 
missioned first lieutenant of grena- 
diers in the Second Midland regiment, 
and two years later was promoted to 
captain. He was captured by the 
British in a road which is now within 
the limits of New York city and im- 
prisoned several months. Immediately 
after the disbandment of the conti- 
nental army he was commissioned 
lieutenant-colonel commandant of the 
Westchester county regiment of mili- 
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‘tia and served until 1792, when he. re- 
nioved to New York city and resigned 
his commission. ‘The next year he 
purchased a tract of land at’ Owego 
and settled his sou, Nathaniel Suckett, 
on it. 

Col. Richard Sackett was taken ill 
and died ine tie, while: on a visit to 
his real estate here and his body was 
buried in the old burying ground at 
the southeast? corner. of Main and 
Court streets.) 

*There were two Richard Sacketts 
who purchased land in Tiogu county. 
The second Richard Sackett was born 
in Westchester county June 7, 1754, 
lie was a son of Joseph Sackett and 
grandson of... Rey. Richard - Sackett, 
Who wats the grandfather. of Col. Rich- 
ard Sackett. The second Richard 
Sackett was a man of wealth, who re- 
moved:-in the summer of 17923 from 
the town of Bedford to the western 
part of the town of Nichols; where he 
had purchased” of Robert Lettis 
Hooper, the original patentec,a square. 
mile of land for £808. Some account 
of this Richard Sackett may. be found 
in Gay’s “Gazetteer of Tioga County,” 
published in + 18s3,,on page 274... de 
died in 1827, 

Col. Richard Sackett married Rachel 
Holmes. Their children were as. fol- 
lows: ! va Na 
i.) Nathaniel Sackett, born 9 April, 
i770, Married Sarah Warrcn 24 Jan., 
L(9G, The. dred. 7%. Nov. 18 by, at; Cata- 

* COE INE YY; 

2.) hOah cated: 2b, Sackent, DOP o 
April, 1770.” Married” Jane: MeMaster, 
daughter of James McMaster, the first 
settler here and the original owner 
by purehase frou: the Indians of all 
the land on. which the village of 
Owego is situated. 
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o. Betsy Sackett. Married William 
Holnies. 

4. Polly Sackett. 4 

Richard Sackett left a will in which 
he bequeathed to his wife, in trust, 
one-third of his estate and to his two 
‘sons the other two-thirds. ‘At her 
“death her third was to become the 
property. of the two, sons. - Small 
amounts were left in trust to the two 
daughters. 

In August, 1798, Nathaniel Sackett 
purchased of James McMaster, Jr., 
lot No. 21° on the east bank of the 
Owego creek in the north western part 
ofthe town of Owego,near the Newark 
Valley town line, containing 100 acres, 
together with the village lot on what 
is now the southwest corner of Main- 
aud Church streets, extending one-half 
the distance south to Front street and 
one-half the distance west to Lake - 
street. Vhe south half of this lot. was 
owned by Luke Bates, who had a tav- 
ern on the Front street end, which 
Bates sold in 1803. to Chas.: Pumpelly 
and George Stevens. | 

In 1799 Nathaniel Sackett = pur- 
chased of James McMaster 100 acres 
of land for $2,450 in the western part: 
of this village, bounded south by the 
Susquehanna river and west by the 
Owego creek. The north line of ‘this 
land was at a point a short distance 
south of where the Mrie railroad now 
crosses the creek. and extended east- 
erly and diagonally across Main street 
to a point about one-half way between 
ark and Academy streets on the Sus- 
quehanna river. This was known on 
the original town map as Lot No. 1. 
The eastern portion of this property 
was afterward laid out into village 
lots. As early as September, 1804, 
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that portion of it which is now bound- 
ed south by the Susquehanna river, 
west by William street, north by Main 
street, and east ‘by Academy street 
Was laid out into village lots, With the 
exception of a strip on the Main street 
end on which Col. David Pixley after- 
ward lived. 

Nathaniel Sackett lived at Owego 
until 1805, when he removed to Cata- 
tonk, where he built a saw mill and 
eonducted a tannery. We beeame one 
of the influential men of the town oi 
Candor. At the first town meeting in 
March, 1811, he was elected a com- 
missioner of highways. He was the 
second supervisor elected in the town 
after its organization, serving from 
1812 to 1817. He was one of the first 
colmimiissioners of schools in 1813. 

Col, Caleb H. Sackett purchased 
land at what is now Candor. village. 
It is noted in one of the local histories 
that “after the disastrous fire which’ 
swept the settlement [Candor] in 
1813, Caleb Sackett erected: a grist 
mill.” He also built a saw mill atabout 
this time and kept a tavern. It was on 
this farn: that the body. of his father. 
in-law, James McMaster, was buried. 
About the year 1832 he removed .to 
the town of Ward, Allegany county, N. 
Yi where he was a farmer and. where 
he died. His wife died at. Almond, 
We i 

The twin’. brothers, Nathaniel: and 
Gol. Caleb H. Sackett were both so!}- 
diers in Juieut.-Col. Jacob Swartwood s 
‘regiment Of infantry. in brigadier: 
general Coe’s Tioga and Broome brig- 
ade, Nathaniel Sackett was ap 
pointed quartermaster “April 2th h8L0. 
Caleb H. Sackett’s name also appears 
-in the military records as paymaste: 
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of the same regiment the same year. 
In I8{7 he was adjutant in the 95th’ 
reghnent. In tS20 he was promoted 
to major of the same regiment and 
Iwi S2h), to licutenant-colonel of a new 
‘regiment of infantry, which was that 
_ year formed from a part of the 95th 
regiment and denominated the 199th 
regiment. 

The children of Nathaniel and 
Sarah (Warren) Sackett were as fol- 
lows: 

1, ,Capt.; Richard, .H., Sackett, born 
» Dec., 1796, at Owego. Married 
_Kunice Hollister.. He died 15 Aug., 
IS76, at Owego. 

2. Polly Sackett, —~ Scan. POO: 
Died 19 Feb., 1799. i 

a. Betsy Bush ..s Suchet, born (4 
April, 1800, at Owego. Married Wil- 
liam Walter Hunt, of Camden, N. J., 
10 Sept., 1818. She died 7 Oct., 188a: 

4. William... H. Sackett, born - 29 
Sept., 1802, at Owego. Married first 
~Pluma Woodtord, daughter of Ozias 
Woodford, 1 Nov., 1827. He married 
second Mary Jane ‘Payne Clark, . of 
-Newark, N. J., 18 April, 1867. He died. 
30 May, 1878. 

5: Nathaniel Lord Sackett, born 
15 Out. 1804, at Catatonk. Married 
Lucy Smith in 1828. He died 22 July, 
1855. i 5 
6. Polly Teresa Sackett, born 2-4 
Aug., 1807. Married James Clark, of 
Ithaca, N. Y.° She died 2 Aug., 1848. 

7. John James Sackett, born 10 
Nov. 1809, at Catatonk. Married first 
Adelaide Stanley, He married second 
‘Panny B. Talcott, daughter of George | 
Lord Talcott, of Owego, 6 Sept., 1836. 
He died 9 Dec., 1879, at Candor, and 
she 7 Dec., 1863.. 

8. Sarah Warren Sackett, born 14 
April, 1812. Married Ira Keeler, of 
Candor, 11 Feb., 1836. She died 9 
March, 1886. : 

9, Susan Mead Sackett, born 6 
Feb., 1815. Married Elias Richardson, 
of West Newark. He died 10 Sept., 
1892, at McGrawville, N. Y., and she 
4 May, 1874, at Ottawa, II). 
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1).  Raehel HH. Sackett, born: 2: 
Oct., 1837. Married Robert Ic.. Joslin, 
of Candor, Noveniber, 1841. She died 
IT Oct.,. L882. } 
lias Richardson was born at Attle- 
bore, Mass.; Mareh 3,.1802, and came 
to West Newark in 1819.) tLe renoved 
in 1855 to Ottawa, Ill.,where he bought 
and sold grain and cattle. In 1880 he 
returned to this state and. lived with 
his daughter, Miss Adell Richardson, 
at MeGrawville, N.-Y., until his death. 
lie was a justice of the peace of the 
"town of Newark Valley continuously 
for twenty-four years and until his re- 
inoval from West Newark in 1855. 

In 1818, when Richard. H. Sackett 
was about 21 vears of age, he -was ap 
pointed quartermaster of the 95th reg: 
iment of New York state infantry, of 
which his uncle, Caleb H. Sackett, was 
adjutant, and in 1821, when the 199th 
regiment was formed from a part of 
the, $oth » regiment, and. which’ his 
uncle commanded. as licutenant- 
colonel, he was ‘inade adjutant. Mr. 
Sackett and his sons, Charles R. and 
Samuel H. Sackett, conducted. the Cat- 
utonk tannery under the firm name of 
Richard H. Saekett & Sons for many 
years and until it was purchased by 
(i. Truman & Co. in 1864. 

Richard H. Sackett and his. brother, 
John J. Sackett, built and conducted 
for many years a woollen mill at Can- 
dor, Where John J. Sackett also kept 
a general store for a long: time. John 
J. Sackett was sheriff of Tioga county 
in 1846. He died at Candor. 

Richard H. Sackett removed to Owe- 
‘go in 1864 and purchased the house 
built by Henry L. Bean on the south 
side of Front street, opposite Ross - 
street, now owned by Fayette 5S. 
Curtis, and he died there in 1876. 
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LATHAM A. BURROWS. 


Lathain A. Burrows, who was. for 
several years a leading citizen of the 
village df Owego, was.a son of Rev. 
koswell Burrows and was born Aug. 
30, 1782, at Groton, Conn. , 

The first meniber of the Burrows 
family in America of whom there is 
any record was Robert Burrows, who 
was at Wethersfield, Conn., in 1641, 
and afterward at New London... His 
son, John Burrows, had a son alsu 
named John Burrows. A son of the 
Jast named John Burrows was Rey. 
Silas Burrows, who was_ pastor ot 
the Second Baptist church at Gro- 
ton, Conn., where he labored. sixty- 
three years and where he died in ISIS. 

Rev. Roswell Burrows, son ot Rev, 
Silas Burrows, was. born at) Groton 
Sept, Bo 168: At the gee of: 17 He 
joined the Second Baptist church oi 
Groton. At 68 years of age-he was or-— 
dained to the ministry. He soon after- 
ward made a missionary tour through 
western New York, travelling on horse, 
back about 1,300 miles and finding 
What is now Butfalo, where there was _ 
not then a soul protessing religion of 
any name. He preached afterward at, 
Preston, Coun., and Rocky Point, R. 
I, and later succeeded his father at 
Groton, Coun., in 1818, as pastor of the: 
Second Baptist chureh. His wife was 
Jerusha Avery, daughter of lLatham. 
Avery. She died Noy. 3, 1888. In, her 
reminiscences, published not long 
since in the Gazette, Mrs. Harriet G. 
Tinkhai mentions Mr. Burrows as the 
first Baptist minister she remembered 
ever hearing preach in Owego. 

Latham A. Burrows served for a. 
time as an officer in the war of 1812-153. 
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He. studied law and was admitted to 
the bar in, 1416... He warried. Sarah 
Liester, daughter of Christopher Les: 
ter, of “Gfoton, .ii November, L876. 
She died Nov. 11; 1860, in Buffalo. 

fir 1819; judge Burrows came to Owe- 

20. rom Web. lt). 1821, to, ..zin.. 1, F822, 
he was county clerk of Broome. county, 
Which county included Owego and 
other town’s now in Tioga county. from 
1806 until F822) Krom 1824 to 182%. in- 
clusive, he’ was an associate judge ‘of 
Tioga county. Ju 1827 he was eleeted 
first. judge of the court of common 
pleas, and he was the first professional 
lawyer, who sat on the common pleas 
beneh in this, county. He was the rep- 
resentative of the sixth district in the 
stute senate front 1824 to, 1825. 
In December, (1828, judge Burrows 
engaged in the geiferal mercantile bus- 
iness. Eis store was in the old laning 
tavern, Which had been occupied. bs 
Col. Amos Martin. ~ His store was al- 
terward on the south side of Front 
sireet, where ~ Buckbee,., Peterson, 
Wood & Co.’s store is now. Im 183% 
he removed into one of the stores in 
the Rollin block. 

Judge Burrows at one tine lived on 
-the west side of ‘Park street. In 1831 
he purchased the lot at the northeast 
corner of Front and Church streets, 
ou which he built the brick residence 
now owned and occupied by Frederick 
C. Hewitt. 

During his’ mercantile career judge 
Burrows was president of Owego. vil- 
lage from 1636 to 1839, inelusive. “Ele 
“saw some military service, having in 
1817 been commissioned captain of one 
of the companies in the 55d New York 
regiment of infantry. He was one ot 
the first trusteesofthe Owego academy 
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in 1828. He removed in 1839 to Roch- 
ester, where he engaged in the bank- 
ing business. In 1844 he removed to 
Butfalo, where he was in the real es- 
tate business all the rest. of his life. 
He. died Sept. 25, 1855. 

~ The children of Latham A. and Sarah 
(Lester) Burrows were as follows: 


1. Latham A. Burrows, Jr., born 
- June.5, 1819, at Owego. He was grad- 
uated from, Brown university. and - 
studied law in New York -city.. He 
died 7 Sept., 1847, at Buffalo. He was 
unmarried. 

2. Roswell L. Burrows, born March 
12, 1821, at Owego. Married Maria W. 
French 6 Jan., 1848. He died 15 Feb.; 
1897, at Buffalo. She is still living in 
that city. 

3. Sarah Ann Burrows, born 2 Feb., 
1823, at Owego. She lived in Buffalo 
and died Aug. 6, 1848; at Parma, N. Y., 
where she was visiting. She was un- 
niarried. : 

4. Jerusha A. Burrows,born 9 Sept., 
°1825. Married W. H. H. Newman, of 
Buffalo, in 1849. ~They are both still 
living in Buffalo. 

5... Mary J. Burrows, born 14 May, 
1827, at Owego. Married D. K. Robin- ° 
son, of Buffalo, in. 1849. He died in 
Nov., 1887, at Ashville, N. C., and she 
20: Jan., 1907, at Buffalo. 
»6. George W. Burrows,born 22 Feb., 
1830, at Owego. Died 14 May, 1830. 

7" Lucey Burrows, born 13 Feb.; 
1833, at Owego. Married W. R. Cop- 
pock, of Buffalo, in April, 1858. He 
died 9 Sept., 1897,- at Marshalltown, 
lowa, and she is still living at Buffalo. 

8. Margaret W. Burrows, born, 15 
June, 1837, at Owego. Died Feb. 11, 
1838. sla 


DAVID THURSTON. 


One of the early residents at Owego | 
was David Thurston, who came here in 
1812 from New Hampshire. He was a 
grandson. of Benjamin Thurston, who 
was a descendant of Daniel Thurston, 
of Newberry, Mass., and son of David 
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Thurston, Who was one of the first set- 
tlers of Martboro, N. 1. as early as 
1777 and. who lived several years at 
Leominster, Mass. 

David Thurston, the son, was born 
Oct. 17, 1768, at Leominster. He mar- 
ried Fanny Darling, daughter of Rev. 
David Darling, oF Keene, N. H.° "He 
Was a fariner and when. he came. to 
Owego he lived on the south side of 
the river on the farm which lies west- 
of the highway which goes over the 
“hill to the Montrose turnpike ‘and 
south of the road frou: Owego to Nich- 
ols. Later: he lived in. the house 
knowh as the “haunted house,” near 
the mouth of the ffollenback creek and 
later on the north side of North 
‘avenue, Where he conducted a board- 
ing house. for twenty-five years... or 
more. He was one of seven persons 
who united to form the first Methodist 
church at Owego. He died Jan. 16,1858, 
aged. 90 years.’. His’ wife died Jan. 8, 
1360. His father, David Thurston, 
came to live with him‘at Owego, and 
he also died here Aug. 6, i826, and he. 
was also 90 years old-at the time of his 
‘death. | i 

The children of David and Paniwy: - 
(Darling) Thurston were as follows: 

1. Fanny: Vhurston, borm 27 June, 
1809, at Marlboro; N,../H. Married 
Printice Ransom, of Owego, 19 Oct., 
1530.’ She died 18 July, 1902, and he 
15 Oct., 1889, at lowa City, la. 

2. Nancy. Thurston, born: 4. Dec, 
{Sty at Marbhoro, Ns Hy. Dred) May, 
1814, at Owego. 

3. Naney Darling Thurston, born 
24 March, 1814; at Owego. She was 
graduated, front Cazenovia seminary 
and taught school] many years in New 
York, Mississippi, and Mobile, Ala- 
bama, where she was married 6 Feb., 
1864, to Drury Thompson, a grandson 
of Gen. Wlijah Clark of .Revolutionary 
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history, She died 31 Aug.,’ 1886, at 
Mobile, Alabama. 


4. Geo. Waldo Thurston, born 19 
April, I816, at Owego. Married Mary 
Aun Collins of New York. ‘city. He 
died 6 Aug., 1895, at Owego, and she 
ot Dec., 1897. 

do Rev. David Whitney Thurston, 
born §& April, 1818, at Owego: Married 
‘HMlizabeth S. Brown. He died 21 Dee 
190U, in Syracuse, by 


6, John Metcalf Thurston, born 16 
Oct., 1820, at Owego. Married first, in 
1850, Sarah Wood, and second, 80 
April, 1860, Persis be 1 He is still 
living at Utica, INDY: 

7. Mary Almeda Thurston, born 10 
feb., 1825, Married. first Anson Gar- 
rison, of Cold Spring, N. Y. He died 7 
Ieb., 1851, at Owego. She married 
second, 28 Jan., 1878, Rev. Benjamin 
Pomeroy, of the: Troy, N. ¥.,°M. E. con- 
ference. 

8. Col., James Sidney Thurston, 
born 14 Oe¢t., 1825, at Owego. Married 
Phebe Ann VanBunschoten. She died 
& Jan., 1899, at Albany; N. Y. 

Rev. David Whitney Thurston in 
early life received a license to exhort 
and was afterward ordained a min- 
ister. fe preached: twenty years. He 
was an evangelist thirty years, sta- 
tioned at Asbury Park, N. J., and was 
for several years presiding elder, 

George W. Thurston was a cabinet 
maker, Ife learned his trade in Isaac 
.B. Ogden’s shop in Main street. He 
for many years conducted a furniture 
and undertaking store in a wooden 
building on the east side of north 
avenue. which stood where the brick 
building occupied for several years by 
D. Beach & Co. now stands. During 
the civil war he was engaged about a 
year with a construction corps, build- 
ing bridges on the military railroads. 
Later he conducted a planing mill and 
lumber yard at Owego. 
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201. James 8S. Thurston was actively 
engaged in business at Owego and 
later was prominent in publie affairs. 
Ile was in the grocery business from 
1856 to 1862. When the. civil war 
broke out he went (o the front as quar- 
termaster of the 109th regiment. — tn 
August, 1868, he was appointed, an 
army payinaster with the rank of ina- 
jor and assigned to the department of 
.the west. In November, 1865, he was 
promoted to Heutenant-colouel, and af- 
terward received the rank of colonel. 
In 1868 and 1870 he was business man- 
ager ,of the. .labnira “Advertiser. He 
was afterward publisher of the South- 
erm: Prer Lieader- in. ehnita. -Doring 
his sojourn there he was twice elected 
an alderman. fle was treasurer of the 
Southern Tier savings bank and super- 
intendent of the Nobles manufactur- 
‘ing company. In.1880 Col. "Fhurston 
Was appointed superintendent of the 
banking department of this state. In 
August, 1888, he resigned and became 
secretary of the American loan and 
{rust company of New York. city. 
hy Janwary, 1886, he was again. ap- 
pointed deputy superintendent of the- 
banking departinent of this.state. In 
October, 1901, he resigned this position | 
and retired from public life. He has 
lived’ ever-sinece on his farm on Lake 
Ikeuka, near Penn Yan. 
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JUDGE ZIBA A, LELAND. 

One of the early lawyers at Owego 
Was Ziba A. Leland, who was born ip 
Vermont. Soon atter his graduation 
trom college he came here and formed 
a law partnership with John H. Avery 
May. | 
pointed a justice of the peace... Soon 
afterward he removed — to beth, 
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Where in 1820 he obtained some pro- 
fessional prominence for his untiring 
“Zeal and ability shown in the defence 
of a ian hamed Douglas, who was 
tried for the murder ot one Ives, who 
had attempted’ to arrest Douglas for a 
felony. (hat he was suspected of hav- 
ing committed, aud who, while strug- 
sling to escape, stabbed Ives with an 
ordinary pocket knife, fatally wound- 
me him. .fves had. no ..warrant. tor 
Doughis’s arrest, neither Was he an 
oflicer nor acting in aid of an officer. 
Douglas was a member. of a gang of 
-buretars and thieves living near the 
Cahisteo river, not far trom Addison. 
The gang had become.a terror to-the 
whole region between Big Flats and 
{fornellsville, and the excited inhabi- 
tants thirsted for vengeanee. Notwith- 
standing the ability with which Doug: 
las was defended he Was convicted 
und- hanged. In -1888 Mr. Leland was 
‘elected first judge of Steuben counts 
and ‘served until 1843. . He represent: 
-ed Steuben. county in the asenibly in 
(M42 and 1848. Later in life he -re- - 
inoved to Auburn, where he practised 
law several years, and thence to Sara- 
tuga county, where he died. 

JAMES, JOHN, AND ROBERT | 

. CAMBRON. 

James, John, and Robert Cameron, 
brothers, were sons of John Cameron, 
a farmer, and were born in Chance- 
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ford towiuship, York county,’ Pa,— 
sames. in 1807, John June an, 28d, 
and Robert Keb. 3, 1817, 

James Cameron’ came to Owego 
about the yéar 1829 and. was clérk in. 
Alanson Dean’s tavern. This taveri 
stood at the southeast corner of Main 
and Lake. streets. It was burned in 
1845 and the Central house was built 
ou its site. Mr Bean kept -the house 
from: $829 46. set. We also’ Wad a 
store at the southwest corner of: the 
same streets, ‘and Mr. Cameron soon 
went there as a clerk. About seven 
Years afterward he began a pgrocery 
business on his own account in a 
Wooden store which stood at the 
northeast corner of Main street and 
North avenue. In 1838 ‘he purchased 
the corner) property and erected a 
store. and dwelling house adjoining 
thereon. His property was burned in 
Kebruary, 1854. Mr. Catheron’ :was 
elected a Justice of the peace in 1846 
and served several years. His “office . 
was in the front part of his house in 
Main street. Ile also held the office 
of supervisor. or the town of Owego 
in 1843. 

In January, sol, James Cameron 
and Charles ‘I’. Bel opened a gro- 
cery store in. Dean &  Perkins’s 
wooden building at the southwest cor- 
ner Of Lake and Main streets. The 
partnership was dissolved in Decemn- 
ber, 1852, Mr. Cameron withdrawing 
from. the firm. He died May 31, 1865, 
at Owego. He, was twice married, | 
His first wife,Adelia Dwight, died May 
27, 1847, aged ¥S years, and his second | 
wife, Diana Merchant Nov. 11, 1865, 
aged 53 years. Mr. Caméron had.one 
son, Rev. James Gibson Cameron, who 
was born Oct. 4, 1852, at Owego and 
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Who is now living at Baltimore; Md., 
Where he is in charge of Cavalry mis- 
sion. } 

John and Robert Cameron both 
cane to Owego in 1831. John Came- 
ron worked at the carpenter’s trade 
~in Owego until 1834 and afterward in 
New York city until 1838, when he re- 
turned and entered into partnership 
With his brother, James, in the gro- 
cery business. In 1840 he opened a 
grocery store Which he called “The 
Farmers’ Kxchange” on the west side 
of North avenue, a few doors north of 
Main street... The next year, May 27, 
Ts41, he married Mary Jane Cushman, 
daughter of Richard HK, Cushman, and 
lived. for several years in a double 
house, painted red, which stood on the 
east side of North avenue, and which 
occupicd the ground on which Sporer, 
Carlson & Berry’s piano store and the ~ 
store -south- of it now stand, This 
house had been previously occupied 
by Daniel Aroistrong. The family af- 
terward lived over the grocery store 
on the other side of the street. 

Mr. Cameron continued the grocery | 
business here until the great fire of 
September, 1849. While the fire ‘was 
raging TY. 1. Chatfield, whose store -in 
Front street had been burned, came - 
to Mr. Cameron and purchased Mr.. 
Sameron’s store and all his stock of 
voods except the liquors and took im- 
mediate possession. later Mr. Cam- 
eron resumed business in Briggs’s 
cooper shop, which stood where Ray- 
-ynond & Iimery’s carriage shop is now 
at the northwest corner of North 
avenue and Temple street, Later he 
bought and removed to the store 
which Wm. A. Ely had built in 1814 
on the south side of Main street at the 
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foot of North avenue, where he Géon- 
tinued in business until 1869, when he 
sold the store to Anson Decker and his 
goods to’ Jom.’ Welch‘) +The store. 
Which Mr.” Chatheld) had purchased 
fron. Mr.. Cameron’ was burned’ in 
April, Te, and on‘sits: site No'P. Bur- 
ton built a block of two stores, which 
stands there now. Mr. Caimeron spent 
nearly all the rest of his life in Owego 
aud died here sett. VS, 1908 at the’ ads” 
vanced age of OF years. His wife died 
Nov. 25,1897; at’ Owego. | 

‘The -children, of John and Mary: J. 
(Cushman) Cameron “were all. born 
at Owego as follows: 5 

te Gearge Ww aImMeroin: Porm °r2 
March; 1842.0 Married Mary bk. Keeler 
at Waverly (NGak i: 28wNov:. £865. “THe 
led. 6 Sept, 1R02 veut Paterson, N. iJ, 
2. Charles Aw. Cameron, ; bon,» 12 
.Dee., 1843... Married Mary P. Hurlburt 
at Ithaca, No. Y¥., §Oc¢t.,..1S60. She died 
th -Brookkyny Na Yor. ad Nov. 1876. 

o  Calphuriyiacke. Cameron, born. J 
Aig,  FS25, ied Lh Meby,.. 18590 vat 
Owego. a 

4. John 1). Cameron, born 18 April, 
184%. * Marvied: Mercy D.. Dutcher at 
JOtSK ON OY. oe Sept, Lb, 

® sarah Adelia Hva Cameron, 
born 6) May, 1Sat- Died 3 June; 157, 
at Owego ! 

6. Fredemek..H:.) Cameron, bor 95 
Awe. FSG. Married Lizzie M. 
Wieaton, Of; Binghamiton,.,.N. -Y.,; 20 
Oct; 83050) Te died. 2 Jue, Tos) at 
Owexo. ° : 

Robert Cameron when he: came to 
Owego beeame-a clerk in James Caim- 
eron’s store, and was afterward his 
brother’s'. ‘partyer. The ‘partnership 
continued until 1TS83s. In 1840 he 
opened. alt Verottry store’ IMe) a 
wooden store owned by S. S. Tinkhaim, 
the first door below the bridge in 
front street. }le afterward purchased 
property above the bridge and con- 
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tinued business there until the fire of 
1849. He rebuilt with. brick on «the 
‘same site and resumed business. there. 
He afterward built a brick store at the 
northwest corner of Front and Park 
streets where he’ conducted the gro- 
cery business from Novy., 1859, until it 
was burned in’ October, 1867. The 
present brick building was subse-. 
quently built on its site. Mr. Cameron 
continued the grocery business with 
success until compelled to retire in 
the summer of 1891 on account of ill 
health. He died March 17, 1896.. Mr. 
Cameron married Julia .:-Merchant, a 
sister of his brother, Robert’s wife. 
She was born 27 Feb., 1819, and died 
6 Oct., 1889, at Owego. Their children 
were as follows: 

1. Larue J. Cameron, born 2 Nov., 
L343. Died 1 Nov., 1894, at Owego. 

2. DelRey A. Cameron, born 7 May, 
1848, at Owego. Married Bessie Ryan 
24 Aug., 1871. 

3. Lella Inez Cameron, born 29 
Nov., 1858, at Owego. Married first 
Charles J. G. Lapersonne and: second 
James EK, Webster. She died 28 Aug., 
1906, at Owego. 


COL. HENRY McCORMICK. 

Jol. Henry MeCormick, who came 
to Owego to live in 1814 was a grand- 
son ot Joseph McCormick, who lived 
and died near the Giant’s Causeway in 
Ireland. Joseph McCormick’s. widow, 
a Scotch woman named McDowell, 
came to America in 1760. Col. Henry 
McCormick’s father, Henry —McCor 
mick, came to America as a lieutenant 
in the British army at the. beginning 
of the revolution. He was captured 
by the Americans and held as a pris-- 
oner of war, Learning that his brother 
was serving in Washington’s army, he 
found him, enlisted with him, and hav- 
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ing received an officer’s com mission 
he fought valiantly with the conti- 
nental army against King George and 
his former comrades in urms— until 
the colonies were made free. lle was 
taken a prisoner at the storming of 
Quebec, but made aw most desperate 
and daring escape. Soon vafter. the 
close of the war he settled at Painted 
Post, N. Ys) where he became an ex- 
tensive land owner and was elected 
to various important offices, 

Gol. Henry MeCormick was one of 
four brothers, all of Whom served as 
ofveers: i the war ‘ofed8b2" he was 
botn in’ the’) town vof Paimwted: Post, 
Steuben (then Ontario) county, N. Y., 
Mareh 5, 1791. 1808. he’ came to 
Newtown (now Klniira) where in 1812 
he volunteered as a soldicr in the war: 
With Great Britain and did gallant ser- 
vice. on. thes Ningara frontier. He 
crossed the Niagara river in command 
of, a transport .seow Several times 
just before the disastrous battle of 
Queenstown, the grape shot from the. 
British cannon on the heights strik- 
ing almost as thiek ws hailstones in 
and around his scow so long as it Was 
compelled to be within the range. 

It is related of Col. McCormick that 
he killed an Indian- chief, who was 
shooting the colonel’s men from his. 
hiding place behind a fallen tree.) The 
chief was very brave and refused to 
surender, Col. McCormick took the 
chief’s leather pouch, in which he car- 
ried his bullets and Hints, as a trophy, 
and many -years afterward presented 
it to a nephew at Ithaca: 

In 1814, at the close of the war, Col. 
McCormick came to Owego to live. 
His brother, Jacob Miller MeCormick, 
aaine with him, and they began busi- 
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“ness here as gunsmiths. Their shop 
Was on the south side of Main street 
where the rectory of St. Paul's Epis- 
ecopal chureh now is, There they 
Inade guns, the barrels of which they 
bored, and finished at Matson’s niills 
in Canawana. a : 

Col. McCormick lived in a house . 
which stood on the north side of Main 
street, about where Mrs. Asa N: Pot- 
ter’s house now is. The house was 
several years afterward removed to 
the northwest corer of Liberty and 
Temple streets. About the year 1837 
Col. MeCormick sold the business to 
Jehiel Ogden, who had learned the 
gunsimith’s trade in his shop. 

The guns manufactured here before | 
[834 were flint lock guns. . After he 
began making rifles with “half-stocks” 
Col. MeCormick employed laborers, 
who dug out the stumps of black wal- 
nut trees, which had been felled years 
ago on the flat north of the present 
Tioga county fair grounds. Krom 
these stumps were made the -half- 
stock, a new style of gun of that time. 
The roots that branched out from. the 
base of the trees in the ground 
formed a natural bend, suited to the > 
form. of the breech. part of the gun, 
without cutting across the grains. of 
wood to form a crook, whieh would ~ 
have rendered the breech very liable 
to break. 

Jacob M. McCormick removed to - 
Ithaca. Col. Henry McCormick pur--: 
chased a farm on the south side of the 
river on the hill overlooking Owego 
viNage. He lived the rest of. his life 
in a small house which. still stands 
there and which was occupied for sev- 
eral years after his. death by his 
daughter, Mrs. Delinda Shaw. Col. 
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McCormick died May 22, 1874, at the 
home of his daughter, Mrs. ldward 
Livermore, at St. Peter, Minn., where 
he had spent the winter. 

Col. McCormick was sheriff of Tioga 
county from: L828 to 1831.°.He was 
also a mcinber of the board of trustees 
of Owego village in 18382 and 1833. He 
served in the state militia, having 
been commissioned captain of a com- 
pany in the Sixteenth regiment of ar- 
tillery. Me aa 

Jacob Miller McCormick. Was - born 
at Big Flats, Chemung county, in 1792. . 
He enlisted and served in the war of 
1812, leaving the army at the close of 
the war with ® majors commission. 
At Ithaca he became a man of promi- 
nence. Lie owned oil, grist, and plas- 
ter mills, large farms, a foundry, a 
hardware store, and much’ merchan- 
dise. He owned. the Ithaca hotel. He 
owned and conducted a stage route be- 
twecnOwego and Ithaca. He was post- 
master inany yedrs. (dle owas “a vib 
lage trustee from 1836 to 1840, and 
president of Ithaca village in 1840. 
Ife was the first chief engineer of the 
Ithaca fire departnient, in 1838. He- 
died Sept. 6, 1855, at athaea, aged 62 
years: 

While living in Owego, in 1821, he 
Was appointed captain of a company 
of riflemen in the 53d regiment of 
state infantry. His wife was Cath- 
erine Conrad, of Lansing, N.Y.) Who 
was called the “lady of the Lake” on 
account of her personal beauty and 
social graces. 

One of Col. Henry and Jacob M. Mc- 
Cormick’s brothers was Major Joseph 
MeCormick, who was born April 18, 
1787, in: thestown of, Wyoming; Pa. 
Two vears later the family removed to 
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Painted Post. Im March, 1806, he mar- 
ried Mary Hatfield, of Newtown. In 
S120 he enlisted in’ the government 
service as a captain of infantry. He 
fought in the battles at Tippecanoe, - 
Queenstown Heights, Lundy's Lane,and 
at the blowing up of Fort Krie,and was 
promoted to major. He resigned his 
couluission in the army in 1816 and 
engaged in the lumber and mercantile 
business at Lawrenceville, Pa. In 
i829 he removed to Louisville, Ky., 
and thenee in 1832. to Covington, Ind., 
where he engaged in farming. Later 
he became commander and owner ot 
the steamer “Detroit,” plying between 
Louisville and St.louis and the south- 
ern Mississippi ports. tLe was alter- 
ward elected’ a member of the Indiana 
legislature, and in 1840, 1841, and 1842 
he was re-elected. ,He subsequently 
lived. at: Rob Roy, Ill., - Manitowoc, 
Wis., aud Forestville, and Abhnapee, 
Wis; In 1870, when 84. years of age, 
he was elected to the Wisconsin legis- 
lature and enjoyed the distinction of 
being the oldest person occupying a 
seat in that body. He died at Ahna- . 
pee Aug., 26, 1875, aged 88 years. 

Col.- lfenry and = Klizabeth -MeCor- - 
nick Were ‘the parents of. two daugh- 
ters. The eldest, Delinda MeCornick, 
was born at Owego May 2, 1822. She 
Was married to William James Shaw, 
of Ithaca, Oct, 29,:1844... He went to 
‘California in 1849 and. never returned 
to Owego. He died at San Francisco 
a few years ago. Mrs. Shaw's father’ 
and John Arnot, of Kimira, were both 
of Scotch descent and strong friends. 
After Mr. Arnot's death Mrs. Shaw 
went to Elmira and lived with Mrs. 
Arnot until her death and after that 
she remained in the Arnot home with 
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‘the family of Mir. Arnot’s son, Matthew 
Ii. Arnot, and Where she died Jan. 4 
1899. 


> 


_ Col. McCormick’s younger daughter, 
Mary Steward McCormick, was born 
eb. 13, 1828; at Owego. ‘She was the 
second wife of Rev. ldward [iver- — 
more, to whom she was married Oct. 
26, 1808. He was-twenty-three years 
rector of the Church of the Holy Com- 
Inunion at St. Peter’s, Minn., and later 
chaplain of Ketiper-tlall at Kenosha, 
Wis., where he died May 28, 1866. She 
died Keb. 16, 1906, at Phoenixville, Pa. 
GURDON. HEWITT. 

One of the most successful business 
men that ever lived at Owego was 
Gurdon Hewitt, who was a resident of 
the village -18 years... He was born 
near New London, Cona.,.May 5, 1790. 
When he was six years old his parents 
removed to a farm, near the village of 
Oxtord, Chenango COMTI, Noakes gblas 
early life was spent on the farin, and 
he received his early education at the 
Oxford academy. His father having 
been ruined financially through en- 
dorsing sole notes for a friend, Gur- 
don Itewitt when less than 21 years of 
age went to New York city in search 
of a clerkship, without funds and with 
ho acquaintances in the city. 

lt is related that in making the trip 
he arranged with a mai who was. go- 
ing to Newburgh: on horseback to go 
on the “ride and tie’ plan. By this ar- 
rangement the. owner of the ‘horse 
would ride a few miles ahead and 
then hitch his horse at the roadside 
and proceed thence on foot. Mir: 
Hewitt would walk until he reached 
the place where. the horse was tied, 
unhitch the animal, and ride for sey- 
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eral miles past where he overtook his 
‘Companion. Then dismounting he 
would proceed on foot while the 
owner of the horse would ride ahead 
in his turn, Thus they proceeded to 
Newburgh, whence Mr. Hewitt made 
the rest of his journey by boat to New 
York. hy 

Mr. Hewitt obtained. a clerkship in 
a store, where he remained about a 
year and then entered the employ of 
a celebrated bridge builder named 
Burr as a bookkeeper. Mr. Burr was 
then constructing a bridge over the 
Susquehanna river, near Northumber- 
land, Pa., and Mr. Hewitt went there 
us his assistant. When this bridge 
was ‘completed, in- 1819, he left Mr. 
Burr's employ and went to Towanda, 
Pa., Where he began a general mer- 
cantile “business, in which he was 
very successful. He also engaged in 
lumbering at. Monroe... He built <a 
store and a residence at Towanda. 
While living at Towanda he was 
treasurer of Bradford county from. 
1821 to 1822. He married a daughter 
of Willianys Means, of Towanda. Slre . 
died, Jéavinge no . children, May 17, 
1821, he married . Charlotte - Platt, 
daughter. of Major Jonathan Platt, of 
Nichols, N.Y. 

In the spring of 1823 he removed-to 
Owego and lived here all the rest. of 
his life. He formed a partnership 
with his wife’s brother, «Jonathan 
Platt in the general, mercantile busi- 
ness. Their store was in a wooden 
building, which stood on the bank of 
the river a litthey above where .the 
bridge is now. ‘Their partnership 
lasted about a year, whel Mr. Platt 
formed a partnership with David Tur- 
ner and Mr. Hewitt continued the 
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business alone until 1837. That year 
he and John’ M. Greenleaf formed a 
partnership in the same business. 
Their store was on the eust side’ of 
lake street. The firm of Greenleat & 
Hewitt existed until their store was 
burned in-the great fire of September, 
LS49.\° 

Mr. Hewitt did not resume the mer-’ 
cantile business, but devoted his en- 
tire attention to banking, in which he 
was remarkably successtul, laying the 
Foundation for the largest fortune 
ever accumulated: in Owego. He was 
the first president of the old bank of 
Owego, now the: lirst national bank, 
and was for: several years its cashier. 
lie was one of the trustees of the old 
Owego academy from its foundation, 
and most of the time president of the 
board. The only eleetive office he 
held) was that of . village trustee in 
1830 and 1831. 

Win. B. Warner says of Mr: Hewitt: 
“He had an intellect of remarkable 
power, which had it been directed to 
scientific or professional pursuits, 
would have placed him among. the 
first in’ the Tand.” 

In February, 18856, Mr. tlewitt) pur- 
chased of Jonathan Platt a lot.on the 
north side of Main street nearly” op- 
posite the Baptist church and built a 
house thereon. The house. still ree 
mains there and is the second, house 
trom the Chureh street corner. Mr. 
ilewitt lived there until 1856 when he 
purchased the property at the north- 
east corner of Front and Church 
streets, where he lived until his death. 
He died Dec. 24, 1871, and his wife 
Jan. 16, 1876. 

“The children of Gurdon and Char- 
lotte (Platt) Hewitt were Gurdon 
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Hewitt, Jr: Sarah Mewitt; who mur- 
ried lvederick Fl. Pumpelly, of Owe- 
ro; Charlotte Jlewitt; who marricd 
Stephen Ts Arvon’ of Winipa and.still 
lives’ yi that city; and Prederick C. 
Hewitt, who still lives in this village. 

Crurdtou llewitl, Jr, was born March 
29, IS2H, at Owego. Iie was educated 
asa dawyer and admitted to the bar of 
Tioga county in 1847, but never prac- 
tised law. He entered the store of his 
father and was associated. in his busi- 
ness attairs during the. rest of his 
‘father’s life. In 1852 he. and Lyman 
Trunian, as equal partners, made 
large investments in lands situated 
near Dixon, Hl They. purchased 
many: acres of Jand: at a dow price, 
realizing, a great profit on their invest- 
ment. The partnership continued un- 
tia Lsoge) Dire the civil) war. Mr. 
ablewitt lived in “New York city. 
Through his management of his 
father’s estate it wasegreatly iiereased 
and al the time of his death it was 
the Mirgest ‘estate ever accumulated 
in Owego. 

Mr. Hewitt married Mrs. Fraices. 
Augusta Gillett, widow of Col. Daniel 
Wir Cilett. of “Rimira,. ae Leer. Lte 
died ‘Sept. 10; 1900,.at Atlantic City, 
Me ond “she ep. 7, V0, at. Lake- 
Tad, Ika. 

JOHN M. GREENLIEAL. 

John M. Greenleat came to Owego 
in. [S26 and lived here until his death 
fifty-five years later. 

The Greenleafs in America are de- 
seended from Edmund Greenleaf, who 
was born in ‘1573 and who died in. 
Boston, Mass. One OL his sons, 
Stephen Greenleaf (born about 1628) 
had a son, also named Stephen Green- 
leaf, born at Newbury, Mass., in 1652. 
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Stephen’s son, Rev. Daniel Greenleaf, 
Was: Dorn, at) Newhury° in: o79 wand 
died iit 1700 in Boston. . tis son, Dr. 
Daniel Greentoal, was born at’-Cam- 
ridge, Mass. m’ 702 and> died” in 
1795. Dr. Greenleat’s son, Gen. Williafin 
Creenleal was the grandfather of John 
M. Greenteat gnd was born in 1738. He 
died: at luaneaster, Mass.) 1790. He 
Was several yes “sheriff of SWorces- 
ter county and a brigadier-general in 
the state militia | 

One of.Get. Greenleal’s sous “was 
John tlancock Greenleaf, who was 
born) Aprh- ade iit, at’. ancaster, 
Mass. .He was’ a eabinet maker and 
house joiner in’ Boston. the removed 
to Granville, N.O¥., where lhe married 
Mary Nerton Feb. 1, Ps0d.' in? Mareh, 
i$t7, he’ came with his farily. to: this 
county and settled first at Simithboro. 
. Four years afterward he renoved. to 
Padlock in the town of Richford. tm 
the Tall of 1826 he removed to: Owego 
and died here Jan. 28, 1852. His wife 
ulso died Were Sept. 28, Ts6. 

The children of John tlaneock and 
Mary (Norton) Greenleaf were as fol- 
lows: 

1. Betsy Gardiner Greenleaf, born 
about 18080 and died iw intancy. 

2. John Matthew Greenleaf | born 
{9 May, 1806;-at Granville, .N.. Y. Mar- 
ried Lucy Taleott, daughter of Hlizur 
Taleott, Jr., ef Owego, 20 June, 18937. 
She was born 24 March, 1809, and died 
at Owego 4;July, 1842. He married 
second Hmeline Wilbur, daughter of 
iIsmrond Wilbi 27 Sept., 1846. She 
died 3. Dec., F907) at Owego. 

3. Martha Norton Greenleaf, born 
7 April, 1809, at Granville. Married 
William Gordon, who died about 1845. 
She died 15° Oct., 1890. 

4. Betsy Gardiner Greenleaf, born 
25 Sept., 1811, at: Granville: Married 
reorge W. Allen, who died about 18508. 

5. Wrklradn Jasephus Greenleaf, 
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born Zo Sept, 1St5, at Granville. Mar- 
ried: Nlary b. Ford 2 Dec, 1817:. He 
died 22 March, 1869. : 

6. Amos Canfield Greenleaf, born § 
Mareh, 1818,. at Snmiithboro. - Married 
Mary, Dougherty “22. Oct, 1840. fle 
wis assoclated .with dry goods firms 
in New York city several years and 
died) 1 Aug.,, 1894, at South Orange, 
"a : 

John M. Grecileat was 20 years of 
age when his father, John Hopkins 
Gueeweat, renoved to Owego, In the 
fall of 1826 he entered Col. Amos 
Martin's store asa clerk. He. re- 
Hiatiedk with Col. Martin three’ years 
and then became a clerk in’ Gurdon 
Hewitt's stere, After six years of: 
service with Mr. Hewitt he became a 
partner, in 1880, 0f Lyman Truman in 
the peoneral mercantile business. 
Their store was in a briek building 
which occupied the ground. on the 
Gast side of dsake, stteet -where the 
Owego national bank building. now 
stands. ‘This. -partnership = was. dis- 
BOiwerl oi Jules: E886) pa. 1887 Che 
formed a partnership “with his for- 
mer Gmployer, Gurdon Hewitt, and. 
the firm of Greenleaf &: Hewitt eX- 
isted. twelve years. Vheir store was 
on the south side of Front street, the 
third store east of Lake street. his. 
store was burned Sept. 20,. 1849, in 
thre bi fine. (Lhe <firny did not re-’ 
sume business. Mr. Greenleat having 
“been very suceessful as a merchant, 
retired from all active business. He 
died Aug. 28, 1881, at Owego. 

The only son of John M. and Mary 
(Norton) Greenleaf is Dr. John 7. 
Greenleaf, who has been since 1867 a 
Homoepathic physician and still lives 
in this village. 
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COL. AMOS MAR'TIN. 


Col, Amos Martin, one of the early 
merchants-of Owego, was born Feb. 8, 
1760; at Salisbury, Mass. Tle. Was a 
son.of Noah and Hannah Martin.. In 
ISl4 he. reruoved from New Marlboro 
Miass., with his wife (nee Amanda 
Hart) and two daughters, Malinda and 
Angeline,and a large load of household 
goods to’ Tioga county and settled at 
Candor, where lie began. a ecneral 
itercantie business. 

In 1816 the fainily removed to Owe 
20. He. moved into a house whieh 
stood on the west side of Park street, 
where Robert Bandler’s residence 
Wow stands. TYhe-front of this house 
he occupied as 4 store. This was the 
same building that had been previ - 
ously occupied as a store: by Willian 
Pumipelly. 
da ASts” Col. Martin “leased the’old 
“Goodman  Coitee. Houses’ a tavern 
owned by Gen. Jobin Laning and later 
known as the franklin house, which 
stood on "the: atorth side: of. Mromt 
street, a little exst of Court street. “In 
addition to. conducting the affairs of - 
the hotel Col Martin continued the 
niercautile business, in the west end cf 
the building, which had been occupied 
as a store by Jonathan Platt. Lewis 
Manning -suecceded Col. Martin as 
landlord of the coffee house in 1825, 
but Col. Martin continued to occupy 
the west end of the building as a 
store. yi 

i. the’ spring cof 1527..Cal... Martin. 
removed his store into a two-story 
wooden building, which stood at the 
northwest corner of Front and Lake 
streets. This building had been oc: 
cupied by J. Fay & Co: In 1833 he-re- 
inoved to the south side of Front 
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288 : 
street, Opposite Lake street, where he 
continued in the mereantile business’ 
until his death, which was caused by 
hasty cousumption. . die died May 14, 

ne 


4 


ESO; itis) wife survived him many 


rears: dying April TY, 1878, at the 
home of her daughter, Mrs. .W. ¢. 
fayvlor,; at ‘Tioga Centre at. the: ad- 
vaneed age of SY years. .<She was born 
atoNew Martbort.Mass., Bee. 28, 1788, 
and Was lnarried jin TSv07, 

Vor Martin) i 2827" built the old 
Aciudemy building in Court street by 
contract. He was a’member of the 
first board ot trustees of the academy. 
Ke built and lived many years in a 
house which stood ow the west side of 
Park street south of the Congrega 
ional church, on the ground on which 
bo be Dev bush’ so btiek. «house . now 
stands, and which house was? burned 
bec. 3, Ist, when the first Congrega- 
tional churel Was -burned. 

The children’ of Col. Amos and 
Amanda ‘(iHart) “Martin were as tol- 
lows: 

i. Malinda Martin, -born 27 Jan., 
Pht cat: New: Mantbord, Mass. . Mar- 
ried, Jiarvey Coryell. of , Nichols, in 
Pen. the died: vy Ot. tSOt. at Nichols, 
and she in July, Psss. 

2? Aneoline Martin, born 13° Sept., 
St2. 4b New Marlboro. Married Col. 
Willianr Ransotm, of Tioga Centre, 14 
Seyt, Tal. He died. 7. -Peb., bss3, at 
Tioga Centre, and she 11 Meb., 18835. 

So atiar Al Nerin, “bor 7. Feb., 
1815. at Candor. Married Col. William 
OC. (Pavdor, of ,Owmecd, 9 Sept, 1836. 
He died 9 April, 1892, in Brooklyn, N. 
Vand she 16-Jan., 1905. 

qf oay: He Martm, born 14° Dec., 
1816, -at Owego. Married: Frances 
Johnson in 1835. Removed to Tioga 
Centre, Where he still lives. 

a Jom so. Martin born fs Sept, 
1818, at Owego. Married first. Harriet 
Manning and second Ada+ Chambers. 
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He died 16, Qct., 1904, at Kansas City, 
Mo. ' 

&.  -Ehigabeth” 2" Martin | hori '7 
Sept., Ls27, at Oweroe.” Married Romed 
Woodtord, of Owego, 6 Augs., LS4d6. 
She died in 1850 at Owego. He mar- 
ried ‘second Agusta . Sackett, 
daughter of Capt. Richard H. Sackett, 
OPA MNEOMy: the died: 8 Whly sab, at 
Owego. 

Cok: Willian, «. Paylor was. born 
dune 12) -}8a3, at..Florida,. Orange 
county, Nai Bes ita came to Oweeo in 
1833 und entered Dr. Jedediah Kay's 
drug store..as a Glerk.. hi October, 
1S36, his’ brother, Daniel -G.. Taytor, 
cane to Owego and the broth I's, 1a 
company with Willtime Pl: Bell, began 
a general tnercaitile business under 
Lhe. fir maine of Paylors & Bell fheoa 
store which stood on the south side of 
Mront street, east of Lake street. The 
Taylors purchased Mr. Bell's interest 
in the store two years afterward. WA 
year later Col. Taylor sold his interest 
in the business to Mr. Bell, 

firs VS 42 Aaj ‘baylor- went to. Pier- 
out, N. Y., which was then the. east- 
ern terminus of the New York & Erie 
railroad, where te was the station 
weent until the colmpletion of the road 
to Dunkirk. |Pheoa be went to Dunkirk 
as superintendent of the western di 
vision of the road. A few years later 
he removed to Jersey City, where he 
was the company’s agent until Lol. 

When the eivil war broke out, D. C. 
McCallum, who tiad been general su 
~ perintendent of the road, .Was ap 
pointed military superintendent of the 
railroads of the United States, with 
the rank. of..general. He appointed 
Mr. Taylor to take charge under him 
of all the military railroads, to attend 
to their construction, repair, etc., with 
the rank of colonel. Tle served all 
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through the war and then went to II- 
mira, where he remained until 1869, 
when he removed to. Brooklyn, where 
he lived with his © daughter, Mrs — 
Alexander Robb, until his ‘death. 

John S$. Martin was for many years 
a salesman in Storrs, Chatfield & 
Co.'s hardware store. In 1869 he re- 
moved to Kansas City, Mo., where he 
lived all the rest of his life. Hé was 
for many years and until about twelve 
years before his: death a travelling 
salesman, selling agricultural machin- 
ery and implements. There were few 
railroads in the west when he went 
there, and he did most of his travel- 
ling with a horse and buggy. 

EDWARD S. MADAN. 

IsSdward Shearson Madan was a car- 
penter and builder, who was. born 
pept: 20, L785, at Sing sing,.N. Y., avd 
who caine to Owego in 1824. 

His father, Thomas D. Madan (or 
de Madan, as the name was originally 
Written), was of French descent, lived 
in Virginia, and fought in the revolu- 
tionary war. He was born in 1762 
and died Dee... 30, 1804. His wife was 
Charity Odell, daughter of Abraham 
-Odell.- She was drowned Nov. 30, 
1s0e, together with her daughter, 
Kliza, while om their passage from 
Newburgh to New York city. She was 
born Feb. 138, 1756, 

Kdward S.. Madan. and his four 
brothers and. a brother-in-law all 
served in the war of 1812. When E. 
S. Madan was a child his parents re- 
moved to New York city,. where he 
later learned the trade of a cabinet 
maker. At the age’of 22 he went to 
Florida, Orange county, N. Y., where 
Sept. 20,. .1810;.. he married — Jiydia 
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Curry, daughter of Benjamin Curry. 
hy 1822 they ..renoved to Newark Val- 
ley, where they lived until 1824, when 
they Game to-Owego, Where they lived 
the rest of their lives. -Mr. Madan 
died Oct, Tl, 186s. His wife was. born 
Wel, 15: 1790, in, New -York city, and 
died at Owego. May 17, 1842. 

Mr. Madan was thrice married. 
His second wife was Lucy Allen, who 
was born in May, 1788, at New. Haven, 
(oun. They: were married May. 5, 
[S44.  Shé died» March 20, 1836, at 
Owego. 

His third wire was Mrs. Wlizabeth 
‘berry, onthe town ° ot andor. \ She’ 
died in’ that town three ov four years 
after Mr. Madan’s death. 

The children of Mdward S. and 
Lydia (Curry) Madan were as _ fol- 
lows: | 


lt: Ana: Kiiza Madan, born 6.'Jan., 
1812; at Florida, Nv Y.. Married’ Gil- 
bert Williams 26 Feb., 1834. She died 
13..Nov., 1877, at. Warner, Onondaga 
eounty, N,..¥: i: 

2. Sarah Jane Madan, born 9 May. 
1814, at Florida, N. Y. Married Hiram 
G. Williams 18 Aug., 1843. She died at 
Susquehanna, Pa., in December, 1888. 
a Mare Leuisa Madan, | born. 27 
iveh., 1516, at Florida, N. ¥Y. She died . 
13 Nov., 1858, at Owego. 

4. Harriet Emily ° Madan, born 2 
Sept., 18%9,.at Florida,..N.: Y. . Married 
first James Hill 4 April, 1839. He died 
5 Jan., 1887, at Owego. She married 
second Nehemiah E. Neal, of Nichols. 
She died 9 June, 1906, at Owego. 

h. Caroline Amelia Madan, born. 
29 Oct. 1821, at Westtown, Orange 
Gounty,... Ni WA Married Henry. J. 
Hodge in 1848. She died in. June, 
1899, at Susquehanna, Pa. 

6. Andrew Jackson Madan, boru 
Mb April;  1824+,. at- Newark Valley. 
Married first Phoebe Sears. 24 April, 
1857. He married second Mrs. George 
A. Dodd (nee Sarah Searles) 16 Jan., 









gil aol, *20 ) 
aul re has N 


“Wisdosite ry pny 2 
- uel ~ atte 
























¢ yore 
MG ae o Jer ee 13H “ait » Tone 
— ey a ‘ged wat et: ey oe 
HO” hokeanye gabhiol se. coe | 


Seth aehie peey ver Brveiaiend 


wah: SRE Me: 


ie Eaht @ ean: nabith 9 
uy “ee ‘peti: OF 
we bath ade ee 

“bet wedaiuosGh 

a ta TS. eeuk ear vi : 
amy prt Ne ek 


ee 
- bebe 
bolts re | 


292 


(887. He died 3 Dec., 1895, at Owego, 
and she 23 June, 1908. 

7. EFrances Melinda Madan, boru 
oUW April, 1827, at Owego. She lives at 
Warner, Ni Y. 

S. Benjamin Curry Madan, born 24 
Apvil, 1829, at Owego... Married Jennie 
miken,! ol Owega. He died 21 Dec., 
1871, at Owego. 

Mr. Madan was a member of a long 
lived family. His grandmother, Per- 
silla (Priscilla?) Odell, was in her 
120th year at the time of her death in 
1788. Mr. Madan was active in the 
teniperance cause and an enthusiast 
in masonic affairs. He was the first 
master of Friendship lodge, I. & A. 
M., in 1849 and 1850 when the lodge’ 
reorganized and resumed work after. 
its discontinuance by reason of the 
Morgan excitement... He was tiler of 
the lodge from 1856 to 1864, inclusive. 
lie was also the first high priest. of 
New Jerusalem chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons upon. its institution Mi? Roos 
and 1853. He is said to have filled all 
the offices*in both the “blue lodge” 
and the chapter. 

Mr, Madan lived many years in a 
small house, whieh is still standing 
on the east side of Central avenue, 
the first house south of .the brick 
building at the Temple street cormer.: 
This street was at that time a narrow 
lane through which the tracks of the 
old Ithaca and Owego horse railroad 
extended down through the village 
park into and up. Front street to_ 
~Chureh street. 
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De WO, 8 PAVE. 

One of the most highly esteemed of 
Owego’s early residents was Dr. Joel 
peiionds Paige, who lived here. thirty- 
Tour years, . He, was. fifth ‘in, descent 
from Nathaniel Paige, who came to 
Roxbury, Mass., from lngland: in 1685 
With his wife and three children. . Dr. 
Paige’s father Was Mases Pulge, a) Tag: 
ner, at Hardwick,  Mass.,. where: Di, 
Paige was,borm Jan. 25, 1790, 

Dr. Paige was educated as a physi-:. 
cian at Pio iN. Ya jreceiving his 
diploma.in June, i816. July 1-of the 
sanie year he warried Jane S. Mair- 
child; of thal city. and’ very soon At, 
terward they came to Owego. They 
lived in a small house, which was on 
the north. side ‘of Eront street, the 
second: house west of Paige. street 
where A. C. Burts house now stands. 
j.ater he built and lived in the house 
now owned by Irederick: O. Cable at 
the. northeast corner of Main and 
Paige streets. 


All of Paige street from Main ‘street 
north to rox street, its northern limit 
then, was called Paige street in honor 
of Dr. Paige... All. of the’ same.street 
from Main street south to the river 
was called Leonard street, in honor, of 
Stephen B. Leonard, who lived at the 
northeast corner of that. street and 
Front street. Some time atter. 18387 
the name of Leonard street. Was -n0 
longer used and the entire. street has 
since been known as Paige’ street. 
That part of the village in which Dr. 
Paige lived was at the time of his 
residence there commonly known as 
“Paigeville.” 

In 1819 Dr. Paige was appointed AS. 
sistant hospital surgeon of the 41st 
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brigade of state infantry, which was 
commanded by brigadier-general Johu 
laning, of Owego. In 1825 he held: 
the office of clerk of the town of Owe- 
go. .He was a member of the village 
board of trustees in 1828 and in 1839, 
and in 1839 he Was also president of 
the village. He Was a prominent 
member of the: masonic fraternity. 
Hie was master of Friendship lodge, 
Pema ae Mey trona S24) to 1827, in- 
clusive and Was Inaster when it tem- 
porarily suspended its meetings at the 
time of what is known as the Morg ran 
excitement. 


Dr. Paige's first wife died Dec. .24, 
1830, at Owego. His second wife was 
oe Eliza lLimbrick. She was born in 
1S11 at Catskill and while visiting her 
brother.at Owego she met Dr. Paige, 
to whom she was married June’ 18, 
1833. At this time Dr. Paige owned 
and lived in the house at the Main 
and Paige street corner. 

In 1850 Dr. Paige removed to Alex- 
ander, Genesee county, Ni ¥., where 
he died July 10, 1855. His wife also 
died there Oct. 17, 1889. 

The childven of Dr. Joel 8S. and Jane. 
S. (Fairchild) Paige were as follows: 
t. -Margaretta Augustina Paige, 
born 1a, Sept. 1818... dlarried. Han- 
mon D. Pinney at Owego 26 May, 1840. 
She died 12 Jan., 1860 at Owego. 

2. AWSON Mairchild Paige, born 31 
May, 822, at Owego. 

Hammon D. Pinney was born June 
2, 1814, at Clarksville, Albany county, 
N. Y., and.at 14 years of age. went to 
Albany to work as clerk in a dry 
goods store. He came to. Owego in 
June, 1835, with his father, Joshua L. 
Pinney, and opened a drug store in 
judge Drake's wooden building, which 
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stood on the south side of Front 
street, opposite Lake street.. In that. 
building and the one which was built 
on its site after its destruction by fire 
in 1849, J. da Pinney & Sous conducted 
the drug and book store known as the 
“Owego Arcade” forty-one — years. 
Patrick Henry Prineyy J. he: Pinneyis:, 
youngest Son, Wasi partner in the 
business until his death in August, 
1863. H. D. Pinney was a leader in 
the -movelent for the abolition cf 
slavery and a strong advocate of tem 
perance. Ife was one of the thirty orig- 
inal organizers of the Baptist church 
in 1831, was thirty years leader of the 
chureh choir, aud ‘was also thirty 
years superinitendent of the Sunday — 
school. Fle was a nrember of the first 
board -of school commissioners “in 
1864, the only’ public office he ever 
held. llis se¢ond wife was Mrs. 
luuniee J. Harris, of New York city. 
ihe died Pep. 24) (Sos; at Owegeo: 

Anson I. Paige was deal and dumb, 
Ife was. a bookbinder. His bindery 
was for several years in the third 
story of the brick - buildings on the 
northeast corner of Main street. and 
North avenue, which were built by 
Mranklin Slosson in tsot and known 
as Franklin block. 

The children of Dr. Joel S. and Annu 
Kliza (himbrick) Paige were as fal- 
lows: 

1. Thoinas Linrbrick Paige, born v1 
March, 1804, at Owego. Married Alzoa 
N. Wilbur, dawghter’ of Jsmond \i}- 
bur, 4 June, 1862, at Owego. He died 
10 Dec., 1867, at Owego. 

2. bLuwey Bonner: Paige, born 4 Oct., 


1840, at Owego. 
3.- Luey Aiken Paige, born 30 Aug., 


1842, at Owego. She was married to 
Klijah Ransom Page 10 Aug., 1804, at 


Alexander, N. Y- 
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ft. Mary Paige, born 4 Feb., 1846, at 
Owego. She was married jn 1863 to 
Norton Simith at Alexander. 

Thomas — 1.. Paige learned the 
printer's trade in Owego, but aban- 
doned type-setting for’a clerkship in 
Goodrich & Co.'s dry goods store. In 
May, L864, he formed a partnership in 
the dry goods business with Abram 
Ht. Miller, buying the stock of Henry 
N. dlubbard and coutinuing the busi- 
ness in the store now occupied by &. 
K. Strait on the south side of Front. 
street until his death in 1867. 


JARED HUNTINGTON. 

Jared Huntington came to Owego 
from Hebron, Conn., in 1813, and lived 
here until his death, forty-eight years 
later. His father, Solomon Hunting- 
ton, Was a saddler and a son of John 
Huntington, who was born Nov. 14, 
1700, at Norwich, Conn. Solomon 
Huntington .was also born at Norwich 
August 6, 1738. He married Diniis 
Fuller. ife lived at Hebron, where he 
died June 4°17 98, 

Jared . Huntington” was . born. at 
Hebron Dec. 22, 1784, and followed his 
father’s occupation of a saddler and 
harness maker. His first. wife was 
KIvira Bliss, of Columbia, Conn. She 
was born: in 1782 and died. at’ Kast 
Haddam, Conn., in 1809. Four years 
after her death he removed to Owego, 
where he worked at his trade. In 
1818 he married “Martha . Draper, 
whose father was a blacksmith and 
whose dwelling house and blacksinith 
shop were at the northwest corner of 
North avenue and Main streets. 

Mr. Huntington’ lived for many. 
years in a house which stood near the 
sidewalk on the west side of Jake 
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; \ 
street on the ground now occupied by 
the two brick stores known as the 
Hooker block. His house was at the 
north part of the lot and his harness 
shop. adjoining at the south end of it. 
At the time of the great fireinSeptei. 
ber, 1849; aay - the, buildings.,.om) tbe 
west side of lake street were burned 
from Front street to the Iluntington 
property, Where the progress of the 
fire... was. ‘stepped... Another... ire. im 
October, 1870, burned all the wooden 
buildings from the Main street corner 
south, including the Huntington house 
and shop. The old well between the 
two buildings, which for many years 
furnished the water for several house- 
holds in the neighborhood, was in 
use, until the Hooker block was’ built. 

Mr. tluntington was clerk of the 
town of Owego. from 1826 to 1834, in-.. 
elusive, anil, assessor, trom 184) to 
1846, inclusive. He was: for many 
years a justice of .the peace.” He was 
also superintendent of the poor of 
Tioga county lronr: S32 to: 18387). bbe 
died .at Owego July 2, 3861... Mrs. 
Huntington, who. was) born in 1799; 
died Aprils 1d, 187%, at Cazenovia; Ni 
Y., at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Phelps, 

The children of Jared and Martha 
(Draper) Huntington were all born at 
Owego, with one exception, as foal- 
lows: 

1. dared Bliss Hunthreten,: born 
May 2, 1809. 

2 even Sh. Haatington, born, 19 
July, 1819. Married James M.: Swilt, 
son of ‘Thomas Swift, of Falmouth, 
Mass. She’-died 27.-Feb.;. 1854,-) mm 
‘Brooklyn, ‘Ni ¥. , 

3. Adeline i. Huntington, bern 4 . 
Sept, 1821. Married Frederick 4k. 
Platt; of Owego, £ Sept., '1821.. She 
died 14 Jam, 18732. ; 
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4. Icinily Catherine Huntington 
born 9 Aug., 1825, at Owego. Married 
Dr. Jared I’. Phelps in 1842. 

o. Martha A. Huntington, born. 12 
Oet., 1825. Married Milton W. Han- 
chett, of Syracuse, N. Y., in 1848. 

6. William) Silliman Huntington, 
borin 14) Dec,” Tk27. 

7. Tfarriet Laura Huntington, born 
oOe Jans, L830. Married James M. 
Swift, who was the husband of her 
siser, klvira M. Huntington, She died 
10° Sept., 1901, at Cazenovia, N.Y. 

Ss. George Milnor Huntington, born 
S August, 1882. Married louise Den- 
ton, of Binghamton, t Oct., 1857. 

9, Gharles..T. Huntingten, born. 16- 
NOV, 1854: He was a telegraph oper. 
ator. ie died 11 May, 1899. 

Geo, M. Huntingtons geared tele: 
graphy.in 1847: In 1853 he was di: 
Vision Operator and train dispatcher 
on the, Susquehanna and Western 
divisions ot the New York & | Erie 
railroad until. 1862, -when he was 
called to Washington and. appointed 
superintendent of military railroads 
under Cen. D. C. McéCallum. At- the 
M-Sha.*, Cyl bgx,clpdO klellrmpwU 
close of the war he was in charge. of 
all the captured roads leading into 
Richmond. These were turned oyer 
to their owners in 1865. In 1868 he 
was agent in New. York city’ for the 
Great Southern mail route. In, 1873 
he went to St. Paul, Minn., as general 
passenger and ticket agent of the 
West Wisconsin railroad. The next. 
year he was appointed general eastern 
agent of the Virginia Midlands rail- 
road. 

ERASTUS MEACHAM. 
rastus Meacham was. a_ black: 
sinith, a son of Silas Meacham, and 
was born Feb. 9, 1798, at Cornwall, 
Conn. He' was only seven years old 
when bis parents removed :to Bain- 
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bridze, N. YY.) When fourteen years of 
age he was ‘apprenticed: to Jearn the 
blacksmith’s trade and eight years 
later, Wm. 1820; he eame to. Owego; mas ; 
king the entire journey on foot. | He 
worked as a journeyman blacksmith 
for a short time, but in July, 1821,. he 
formed a partnership in the black- 
stnithing and wagon making business 
with Daniel Chamberlain, a’ wagon 
maker, who lived in the: first house 
north of the Congregational church in.- 
Park street, which (was . afterward 
owned by Jobn f.. Matson and whiéh 
still stands there. .Mr. Chamberlain 
at ‘one time conducted a bakery in the 
cellar of this house. His wagon shop _ 
was at the side of the house. It was 
in this’ wagon shop that the Baptist 
church. of Owego. was organized “in 
1831. Mr. Chamberlain sold the prop- 
erty, to. Mrs. Henry He. Wells: -of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. ‘about the year 1830 
and removed to Choconut, Susque- 
hanna county, Pa, and died there. 
‘In October, 1823, Mr. Meacham. pur- 
chased of James Caldwell two village 
lots on the west side of Lake stréet, 
north of and adjoining the ground ou 
Which the Owego national bank now 
stands and fronting 100 feet on the 
street. There he conducted a black-. 
sinith shop several years. In August, 
1838, he opened a general country 
store in John. Carmichael’s” building, 
which stood on the north side of. Front 
street: and east OF “hake  Stneet. lle 
continued in business there several 
years, a part of the time in company 
with his son, Myron -f. Meacham: 
Then he removed on the Ott farm on' 
Germany hill in the town of Tioga, 
where he engaged in farming thirteen 
years. He afterward returned. to 
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Owego, where he resumed work at his 
trade of a blacksmith, which he fol- 
lowed all the rest of his life.. He died 
at’ Owego’ Jain. 25,1890, at the ad 
vanced age of nearly 92 years. 

Nov. 9, 1820; Mr. Meacham. married 
Betsy Lake, daughter = of Truman 
Lake, of Spencer. She died’ at Owego 
Aug. 29, 1892, aged Ss years. They 
were two of the forty original men- 
bers of the Congregational cnureli ot 
Owego. Their children were Myron 
Ex. Meacham, who removed to Hor- 
nell; Mary A. Meacham, who married 
Henry Shipman; Maria and Milton H. 
Meacham, both of whom died in = in- 
fancy, and Melinda Meacham, who 
married John M. Head. | 

JAMES ARCHIBALD. 

James Archibald, a tanner, came to 
Owego with his wife and six children 
trom Caldwell, Warren county, 'N.. Y:, 
on Lake George. His father, Robert 
Archibald, came to America from 
Scotland and fought in the revolution- 
ary war. 

James Archibald was born on the 
day of our. national independence, 
July 4, 1776, in the town of Bolton, 
Warren county, N. Y., and he arrived 
at Owego on Washington's birthday, 
Feb 23) 1822. 

According to the state military 
records James Archibald was in 1804. 
prometed to ensign in Simon DeRid- 
der’s regiment of the brigade in the. 
county of Washington, which county 
adjoins Warren county. The next 
year he was promoted -to lieutenant, 
and in 1808 he was reported .as 
“moved.” 
| The family settled. on a farm owned 
by James Pumpelly on the south side 
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vr the river. In 1824 Mr. Pumpelly 
built a sniall tannery there.) It stood 
on the south side of the road leading 
to Nichols, between that road and the 
fiver, and was ua little west of where 
the Nichols road leaves the highway 
running from Owego to the Montrose 
turnpike. Mr. Pum-pelly leased this 
tannery .to Mr. Archibald. The water 
to run the tannery was supplied from 
a little run (dry now for many years), 
which came down from the hill to the 
viver, a Httle east of the tannery. The 
power to grind the tanbark Was sup- 
plied by a horse. Nearly all. the vats 
were out in the field in the open air. 

In June, 1800, Mlihu Parmenter, who 
conducted a tannery on the Hunting- 
ton creek, in the northern part of the 
village of Owego, and James Archi- 
bald purchased the exclusive right for 
au term of fourteen years for the use 
of a patent for handling hides and 
skins, whieh patent Samuel Rogers, 
Jr., of Philadelphia, had obtained in 
January, 1829. The purchase was 
made of James brown, who’ owned. the 
right to sell in Tioga and Tompkins 
counties. vt provided for vats 044 
leet deep, 3144 feet wide, and from 7 
to $8 feet long. This introduced new 
mnethods of tanning here. 

This tannery was abandoned about 
the year 1844. The building was moved 
five or. six rods down the river and 
converted into a barn. Many years 
later it was used by Gurdon H. Pum- 
pelly as a part of a large tobacco 
shed, now -standing there. 

In. May, 1832, three of Mr. Arch- 
bald’s sons, Alvah B., Almon W., and 
Samuel A. ‘Archibald, purchased lots 
15 and ‘tG:in Coxe's patent of John 
Redman Coxe, of Philadelphia, These 
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lots contained one hundred acres each 
and were on the side of the hill south 
of this village, and the road which 
passes over the hill to the Montrose 
turnpike passes diagonally through 
them. The same month they also 
purchased lot No. 176, which is south 
of and adjoining the other two lots 
and. contained 270 acres. This  in- 
cluded the present farin of James For- 
syth and the small farm sold to Col. 
Henry McCormick in September, 1832. 

While engaged in tanning Mr. 
Archibald and these three sons 
cleared much of the woods from’ the 
farms. Their sawmill stood on the 
north side of the creek known as the 
Pumpelly creek and on the east side 
of the road. The ruins of the old mill 
stood there until a few years ago. 
They engaged extensively in lumber- 
ing and purchased and shipped a 
great amount of lumber down the 
river in addition to that produced: 
from their own farin. 

The three sons were not only en- 
gaged in lumbering, but they also 
engaged in the tanning business, in 
the sale of boots and shoes, and in the 
manulacture of deer skin gloves and 
“mittens. Alvah B. Archibald con- 
ducted a leather and shoe store on the 
south side of Front street, a little be- 
low Park street. He was elected a 
justice of the peace in January, 1862, 
but was prevented by ill health from 
assuming the duties of the office. -He 
died in the following June, 

The second tannery built by the 
Archibalds was in 1888. It. stood -on 
the bank of the river just below the 
bridge. It was about 90 by 50 feet ilk 
size. It was ‘burned in the fire of 
Jan. 31, 1860. It was replaced the 
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same year by a larger tannery, 114 by 
50 feet, with a brick engine house: 50 
by: 22 feet, and a bark’ house 22 by 36 
feet. It was composed of four build- 
ings, all attached. This tannery was 
twice- burned, in January, 1860, ‘and 
pepteniber, 1878. lt was rebuilt on a 
smaller scale. I 1881, when the 
Lackawanna ‘railroad was built to 
Owego, the company bought and oc- 
cupied the ground on which the build- 
ings stood for its tracks. The tannery 
building was cut in two. Part Of iM 
Was used as an ice house for a few: 
years and finally the whole was torn 
down. 

Almon W. Archibald retired from 
the lumbering business in’ 1852 and 
engaged in farming. He removed to 
this village six years previous to. his 
death and lived in west Front street. 
Samuel Archibald conducted the tan- 
nery for several years alone until he 
discontinued the tannery business al- 
together. 

Allen @. Archibald; . the . youngest 
son of James Archibald, was a civil 
engineer. He went south and lived at 
Lowisvilte, isy: (At one time le was 
employed in the survey of the Panama 
canal. | 
James Archibald followed farming 
all his life... He died Feb. 8, 1857, at 
Owego. His first wife was Mary Wil- 
son, of Bolton, who died in 1814. His 
second wife, Elizabeth Chase, was 4 
Quakeress and was born in the colony 
of Rhode Island in 1774.: She died 
May 31, 1860, at the home of her son, 
Allen C. Archibald, in louisville, Ky. 

The children of James and Mary 
(Wilson) Archibald were as follows: 

1. ‘Martha -Archibald, born in the 
town of Bolton, Warren county, N. Y., 
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in 1803. Married Samuel’ Babcock, of 
Owego. . He died in 1839), and she jn: 
IST. 

2. Alvah Bosworth Archibald, born 
in the town of Bolton. in 1805. Mar- 
ried Jane McQuigg, datighter- of | 
Duniel MeQuige, Jr; of Spencer. She 
Wed in 1soo and hee 8, 186% 
Their only son, Frederick Archibald, 
Was killed in the battle. of Gettysburg 
in DSG3. 

3. Almon Wilson Archibald, born 5 
NOV, L807, in, the, towa .ef Boltou! 
Married Abagail Bates, of Owego, 3 
Aug. 1828. “She died 8 Jan., 1862. He 
married second Valeria A. Babcock, of 
Windham, Pa., daughter of Benjamin 
sabcock, 30 April, L864. She died.19 
uly: io ane he 1%. Pep, 1892" at 
Owego, 

4. Anson Samuel Archibald, boriu 
at, Caldwell Ny Yor wp Sane, 1810. 
A\iarried Adaline Ma-:on, daughter of 
dues -Mason, of Kellogesville, N. Y.,. 
22 "Feb., 182s. She. died. 28 Jan., 1887, 
amd We 20 Noy., F891. “Both died ai. 
the old. hoinestead: 

a): Maria Baldwin. Archibald, born 
at Caltwell, N.vY., 2% Jarre, 1812. Maa. 
Ved Radph Manning. of Berkshire, N. 
Yo) 3b dar., 1349" He’ diéd. 22 Sept., 
1872, in Berkshire. She died in 1897, 
at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Mary (llabrec, at .Big. Foot, di... Mr. 
Manning was the father of Gurdon G. 
Manning, who was a dry goods mer: 
chant in Owego. acl | 

The only son of James and Elize- 
beth (Chase) Archibald was Allan’ 
Chase Archibald, born 15 Jan., IS1S, 
at Caldwell, N. Y. Ele married Mary 
AL Piney; dauehter’ of Joshua. bk. 
Pinney, of Owego,” In 1840. He 
died in t8o2. in Cincinnati, Ohio, an | 
she 29 Nov., 1892, at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Klizabeth A. Cline, in 
Wilmington, Del. 

When James Archibald came toOwe- 
xo Richard Brown was conducting a 
sinall tannery, mention of which has 
been made in these articles. At thet 
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time a man named Wicks was. con- 
ducting the tannery on the Huntington 
creek, Which tannery he subsequently 
sold to klihu Parmenter. Ms 

Samuel Archibald was a member ‘cl 
the board.of village trustees in. 1858: 
1859, 1868, and 18609, He was also a 
commissioner of highways of the town 
of Owego. THe was a commissioned 
officer in the state militia, serving as 
licutenant, Captain, and major. 

Samuel Babeock, who married Mar- 
tha Archibald, was a blacksmith. He 
came to Oweyvo from Bolton, N. Y.,. in 
1823. He lived on the west side of 
North avenue, south of Temple street. 
Ile owned three village lots. -On one 
of thein was a blacksmith shop, on an- 
other a carriage shop, and Between 
them was his dwelling house. Samuel 
and Martha (Archibald) Babcock had. 
four sons, Edward, George W., David, 
and Alvah Babeoek, and two daugh- 
ters, Wlizabeth and Emily Babcock. 

Klizabeth Babcock was the firs 
wife of Aftbert’ A. Baker, a son of 
Lemuel Baker. He was a stone cutter 
and went south to work on a contract 
on the state capitol of ennessee at 
Nashville, and died at Huntsville, 
Ala., July 25, 1901. He returned north 
just before the breaking out of the 
civil war and lived on a farm he had 
purchased two miles south of Newark 
Valley. From March, 1874, to Deecem- 
ber, 1877, he was engaged in the dry 
goods business at Owego. He after: 
ward returned to Alabama, where he 
engaged im the marble business. He 
was a brother of James R. Baker, who 
is still living at Owego. 

Emily Babcock married Mr. Elliott, 
of Alabamia. Both the sisters died cat 
Huntsville. 
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George W. Babcoek now fives at 
Ithaca. He Was tor niany years in. the: 
charge of the repair shops of the Erie 
railroad at Owego and later’ in charge 
of the repair” department . of . the 
Geneva, Ithaca. & Sayre branch of the 
Lehigh Valley railroad. ; 


- Alvah Babcock was a tinsmith. He 
went to Huntsville, Ala., a short time 
before the breaking out of the civil 
war and served in’ the Confederate 
army. te died at Huntsville in Octo- 
der, 1865. Edward: Babcock also died 
at Huntsville about three weeks alter 
Alvah’s ‘death. enh 


CALDWELL ROW. 


Mention has been’ made in these 
papers of Caldwell Row. This was a 
block of wooden buildings. one and 
one-half stories high and painted yel- 
low. It extended on the north side of 
eront street irom lake street to the . 
present Ahwaga ‘house block: The 
tow Was oecupied as stores, shops, - 
and dwellings. The owner, James 
Caldwell, who lived at Albany, was. a 
wealthy tobacconist. He invested 
largely in lands in. this part of the 
state. He acquired this property in 
January, 1797, by purchase from Whi 
Khodes and John McGregor, New 
York merchants. The purchase in- 
cluded. seven Owego town lots .con- 
taining about 1,108 acres and eight 
other lots in the village of Owego, tor 
all of which he paid £800. 


Three of tue village lots comprised 
all the land on the north side of ‘Main 
street ‘ineluding» the "M. 0 E*. chureh 
property and the lot on which the new 
graded school building now’ stands 
with all the Jand between them, in- 
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eluding the part through which Spen- 
eer avenue how extends. 

Another of these lots was the west 
one-half of the present square bound- 
ed by Lake, Main, Church, and Front 
streets, aud included the land oppo- 
site on the south sidé of Front street’ 
tou the bank of the Susquehania river. 

Still another of these lots was at 
the northeast corner of Front and 
Church streets. now owned by I. C. 
flewitt and extended back to Main 
street. All this property had~ been 
originally owned by James McMaster, . 
who sold it to his brother, David Mce- 
Master, from whom it was purchased 
by Rhodes and ‘McGregor. 

Among Caldwell’s other investments, 
in lands. in southern New York was 
the purehase in. July, 1804, for $4,000 
ofnineteenvillage lots containing 1,936 
acres in what is now. the business ‘part 
of the city! of Elvira. Mr. Caldwell 
never lived iat Owego; but came here 
oceasionally tolook after his property. 
Ite died in 18651, aged about TU years. 


The ground on which Caldwell 
Row stood became the property. of 
Caldwell’s daughter, Mrs. Stephen 
Sewell, of’ Montreal, who sold it in 
May, 1832, to James Ely, Jonathan 
Platt, and George Bacon. This piece. 
had a front of 128 teet on Jake street 
and “lib. om. Fuont< street, If was 
‘divided by agreement; HKly taking the 
‘lot on which Ahwaga hall now stands, 
Platt the lot now occupied by the Ti- 
oga national bank and the store ad- 
joining west of it, and Bacon the cor- 
ner Jot on which the Partridge drug 
store stands. Mr. Bacon also received 
in the division the part on the east 
side of ‘Lake street, where the brick 
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front building now occupied by the | 
Owego national bank stands. 

The lot between the Tioga national 
bank and the corner drug store in 
Front street was sold in September, 
1832, to James W. Taylor and Nelson 
B. Skeel, who erected thereon a three- 
story wooden building, which was so 
narrow and towered so high above all 
the others that it was commonly 
known as “the lighthouse” and ‘the 
shot tower.” John Carmichael. bought 
the bank lot, on’ which he built a 
three-story brick store in 1835. The 
“lighthouse” leaned on Mr. Car- 
michael’s property so that he had to 
cut away the rafters to build bis: 
walls. Dr. Jedediah Fay bought the 
lot on Which Ahwaga hall stands: in 
1835 and built a three-story building 
thereon, with two stores, one of which 
he occupied as a drug store. 

“Taylor & Skeel were tailors and 
occupied their building as a_tailor’s 
shop. Taylor removed to Ohio about. 
the year 1840. Skeel came here from 
one of the eastern states and after re-_ 
maining here a few years went west, 
where he became captain of a Missis- 
-sippi river steamboat and died while 
running a steamboat on that river. . 

VINE KINGSLEY. 

Vine Kingsley, one of the earliest 
settlers at Owego, came in 1790. He 
married Esther Wright. At the first 
election for officers of. the town of 
Owego on April 8, 1800, he was elected 
to three offices—overseer of the poor, 
poundmaster, and ‘fénce-viewer.. The 
offices of overseer of the poor and 
fenee-viewer he held by re-election 
four years. He was also appointed a 
justice of the peace. In 1805 he re- 
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moved to Scipio, N. Y., where he died 
in 1811, aged’ 44 yeurs. He had three 
sons, Josiah Wright Kingsley, born in 
1796 at Owego, and Mlias and Iliada 
Kingsley (twins), born © about 1805. - 
The three brothers removed to Perry, 
Wyoming county, where Josiah W. 
‘died in US8b and Iliada in 1856. 

KLIAS AND HBMNEZER ALLEN. 

Klias: ’Allen. was an. earty - settler 
here. He-was a shoemaker, but. did 
not work at his trade, but dug wells 
“und built cellars. He lived on the’ 
east side of North avenue adjoining 
the Presbyterian chureh property. 

llis son, Hbenezer Allen, was also a 
shoemaker. d1is Shoe shop and. resi- 
‘dence, a small building one and one- 
half stories high,was on the north side 
of Mainstreet at theNorthavenue cor- 
wer, then known as the Tinkham cor- 
ner. In 1823 his Shop was on the 
south side of Front street, a little west 
of Church street. Later he purchased 
au lot near Jeach’s mills and built’ a 
house there, and there he died Jan. 
20, 1867,;aged 73 years. 

Mr. Allen was an expert river pilot 
und made trips down. the river’ with 
rafts and arks during the rafting sea- 
sons. lle was:many years belringer 
and sexton of the Presbyterian 
~ehureh. He was also for many years 
and until his death crier of the courts 
of Tioga eounty. He was an expert 
fisherman. and owned the eel. rack 
which was in the Susquehanna river 
opposite the mouth of the Owego 
creek, Which remained in use several 
years after his death. One of ‘his 
daughters, Mary Ann Allen, was a 
nurse and nratron at St. Lake's hos- 
pital in New York 32 years. She died 
in that city Dec. 20, 1904, aved 80 
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years. Another. daughter, Frances 

Allen, became the wife of Watson 1.. 

Hoskins, of Owego. She died July 5, 

1905, at Owego, aged 74 years. A 

third, Miss Adeline Allen, lived at [a- 

fayette, Il). 
GEN. ISAAC TB. OGDEN. 

Gen. Isaac B. Ogden was a cabinet 
maker. He was born in New Jersey 
in 1805. His mother died when he 
was very young and he was reared by 
his grandmother, Mrs. Canfield, of 
Smithboro. He learned his trade ofa 
‘abinet maker at Owego. He after- 
ward went to New York eity, where 
he spent several years, and upon his 
return here he formed a partnershi)) 
in the cabinet Inaking business with 
Dana & Kingsley. 

At that time ail the furniture in use 
was nade by hand, and the demand 
hereabouts was largely ‘supplied by 
his firm. In 1834 Mr. Ogden pur- 
chased the interest of his partners in | 
the business, and the next year he - 
married Priscilla G. Goodman, daugh- 
ter of Philip Goodman, who was _ for - 
several years landlord of various pub- 
lic houses at Owego and an early 
comer here. : 

Mr. Ogden’s cabinet: shop stood on 
the north side of Main street opposite 
where the new Owego hotel now 
stands. This cabinet) shop was 
burned Aug. 5, 1841. The ‘fire burned 
all the wooden buildings to the North 
avenue corner, and up North avenue 
to the old Tioga house, a hotel which 
stood about where Sporer, Carlson & 
Berry’s piano factory is now. This 
fire burned Gen. Ogden’s dwelling 
house, which stood east of the cabi- 
net shop, together with James Conk- 
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lin’s wagon shop, and Gad Worthing: 
ton’s residence. 

The Gabinet shop was immediately 
rebuilt on a larger scale. The new 
manulactory Was a large’ two-story 
wooden building, painted red, which 
stood on the north side of Main. street 
Opposite where the new Owego hotel 
now stands. The factory was in the 
rear part. The tront part, which was’ 
used as 4@ salesroom, was. so large 
that it was also used sometimes as a 
place for holding public weetings and 
for the performances of travelling 
theatrical companies, ete. 

- There has of late been a craze in 
these parts. for collecting old furni- 
ture, which after having been re- 
paired and revarnished — by a more 
modern cabinet maker is made to do 
new service in the parlors and sitting 
rooms of our citizens. Much of’ this 
stuff, which its happy possessors rank 
with the masterpieces of Sheraton, 
Chippendale, and Heppelwhite, was 
turned out at Gen. Ogden’s factories 
and was the workmanship of Gideon 
O. Chase, Abrain B. IeIlston, Ossian E. 
Dodge (afterward the ‘principal singer 
in his travelling concert company, 
known as “Ossian’s Bards,” which 
gave concerts throughout the coun- 
try), and many other good workmen 
of the time, whose names ‘some of our 
“oldest inhabitants” still remember. 

This cabinet factory was also 
burned in the night of February 16, 
1854. This fire swept away all the 
wooden stores and houses’ to the - 
North avenue corner. At the time of 
this fire the factory was occupied by 
J. L. Matson-as a furniture store. 

After Gen. Ogden’s house in Main 
street was burned he lived in a house 
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Which still stands on the south side 
of the Susquehanna cviver and is the 
seventh house east of the Court strect 
bridge 

Gen. Ogden was a public spirited 
ian, aud was greatly interested in 
the welfare and improvement of Owe- 
go. [fe was a member of the village 
boardoftrustees eleven years between 
the years [Sol and 1849 and. was 
presideut of the village from 1846 to 
IS49, inclusive. He was active in or- 
ginizing the first hook and ladder 
conipany In 1835. Ile died at Owego 
April 14, isos, aged 63 years. 

Gen; Ogden’s’ eldest son, tev. 
Charles” za” Ogden, .was an’ .Mpis- 
eopal clergvinan and preached at Bel- 
lows Balls, ‘Vermont.  Llis daughter, 
Mrs.” Jennie. Locey removed to l:a- 
Sulte, 1. : 

ROMIEO WOODIFORI). 

Romeo Woodford was one of. the 
carliest merchants in the hardware 
and tinware trade at Owego. He 
came here from Candor in 1814. He- 
was the father of Bissell and Romeo 
Woodlord, who Were chugaged in the. 
sie business several years. 

They were desecendauts of Bissell 
‘Woodford, of Farmington, Conn., a 
soldier of the. revolution, four of 
whose sous removed to Tioga county 
in 18a. Chauncey, the eldest -son, 
and: ira. Woodford settled at West 
Candor, . Cyrus settled, in east Spen-. 
* where he died Nov. 6, 

SU years. Romeo lived at Candor until 
lis removal to Owego. Chauncey 
Woodford was a farmer. Bissell 
Woodford, the father, came about the. 
year 1825 from Farmington to Can- 
dor, where he died Sept. 3, 1835, aged 
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Iva and Komeo \Voodford were tin- 
sluiths. Romeo Woodford carried on 
the. business: at Owego and Ira at 
West Candor. In those days business 
Was conducted on au extensive scale 
at many small country villages. . At 
West Candor Ira Woodford’s mannu- 
factory was a large one, and he sent 
peddlers out willl wagons all over the 
country. The’ peddlers sold tinware 
and whiplashes, taking. in exchange 
fais. a 

After the death of Romeo Woodford 
at Owego, in. 1S, his widow, Rhoda 
(llulburt) Woodford,  yvemoved — to 
West Candor with her two sons, Bis- 
sell and Romeo \Woodford, Jr., where 
Bissell Woodford Jearned the © tin- 
smiith’s trade in his uncle’s shop. 

In the spring of 18u8 Mrs. Woodtord. 
aud her sons returned to this village, 
‘where [ra Woodford opened a branch 
of his West Caudor manufactory in 
colupany: with Bissell Woodford. 
Their shop was the first building be- 
Jow the ‘bridge in Front street. Soon 
afterward the Cwego business passed 
into the hands of the brothers, Bissell 
and Romeo Woodford. In July, 1839, 
‘they removed into ‘the. brick store. | 
which had been oecupied by L. Tru- 
mau: & Bros., in Lake street where the 
First national bank uew stands. They 
increased the business. rapidly, and 
carried the largest stock of any tin-. 
wure establishment in this part of the 
country. At the time of the great fire 
of September, | 1549, their store was 
burned. i 

After the» fire the» brothers con- 
tracted with John R. Drake tor the 
purchase of. the Rollin block property 
at the northwest corner of Lake and 
front streets, This lot extended 54: 
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feet West on Front street to Dir. KE. Bb. 
Phelps’s property and 94 feet north 
on Lake street to Lorenzo Reeyes’s 
store. The brothers built thereon the 
four-story building that now stands 
there, and which they occupied as a 
hardware and tin store. whe firm of 
R. Woodtord & Co. conducted the 
store until May, 1855, when the 
brothers sold it to Storrs & Chatfield 
und retired from business. 

Ira Woodtord, who was known as 
Japtain Woodford, was. in. 1821 ap- 
pointed lieutenant of a company in 
the 199th regiment of infantry, which 
Was organized that year from a part 
of the Yoth regiment, and was. later: 
promoted to captain. 

The elder Romeo Woodford’s first 
wite was Mary Gridley, of Candor. 
Hlis second wife was Rhoda. Hulburt. 

Bissell) Woodford, the eldest of the 
two sons of Romeo and Rhoda (Hul- 
burt) Woodford, was - born 23 Oct., 
1816, at Owego. He married Mandana 
Fortner, daughter of lewis. Fortner, » 
of Danby, 15 Oct., 1845. He died 19 
May, 1897, at Owego and _ she 29 
March, 1891. 
~ Romeo Woodford was born. 3. Jan., 
1820, at Owego. He married Eliza- 
beth Martin, daughter of Col. Amos 
Martin, of Owego, 6 Aug., 1846. “She 
died 30 Jan., 1850, at Owego. He 
married second Augusta E. Sackett, 
daughter of Richard H. Sackett, of 
Catatonk. He died ‘8 July, 1856, at 
Owego, and she Dec., 1855. 

Bissell Woodtord was a member of 
the board of trustees of the village of 
Owego in 1848, 1852, and 1857. 
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JOUN DODD. 

John Dodd Was a carriage maker, 
born July 29, 1782. .He lived at New 
Haven, Connecticut, and removed 
thence to Goshen, N. YY. ny 1810" He 
came to Owego in 1829 and lived here 
all the rest of his life. His carriage 
shop was on the west side of North 
avenue, and the house in whieh he- 
lived was. further up the same street. 
opposite Chestnut street. The house 
still stands there, but it) was recon- 
structed after his death. by elevating 
it and building a basement beneath 
FL. 


Mr. Dodd lived an uneventful life. 


here and died Sept. 3, 1854. He mar- 
ried Susan Potter, who was born 
March 1, .1785. She survived him 
“twenty years, and died here. Dec. 17, 
‘L874: The children of John and Susan 
(Potter) Dodd were as follows: 

1: Hamah Dodd! born. 24 Dec., 
1804, at New Haven, Conn. Died 
Jan., 1805. 

' 2.) Maria Dodd, born 32 Feb., 1806, 
at New Haven. Died 16 March, 1861, 
at Owego. Unmarried. 

3. John S., Dodd,- born 11° Sept. 
ISOS, at New Haven. Murried Lucy: 
Hatch in 18381. He died 21 Feb., 1870, 
at ithaca Ney: 

4. Caroline Dodd, born 20° Oct., 
1810, at New Haven. Died 30 Aug., 
1884, at Owego. Unmarried.., 

5. Kdward J). Dodd, born 11 Jan., 
1813, at Goshen, N. Y. Married Sarah 
A. Lacey, of laceyville, Pa.;. 2 Feb., 
1840. He died 1 Sept., 1894, at Kl- 
niifay N. Y., and she’ 18. Jan., 1908, 
also at -Mlmira, © 

6. Jane Dodd, born 20 Aug., 1815, 
at Goshen. Married Otis W. Liver- 
more, of Owego, 7 Nov., 18538. She 
died 17 Oct. 1900, in Athens town- 
ship, Pa., and he 21 March, 1895, -at 
Owego. 

ce William Dodd, born 24 Sept, Ls1s, 
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at Goshen. Died. 26 July, 1839, at 
Owego. . 

8 Thomas A. Dodd, born 2 March, 
1822, at Goshen. Married Harriet §. 
freeman, of Goshen, 2 Oct., 1851. He 
died 18 Jan., 1900, at Owego, and she 
died at Ilmira. 

9. Louise L. Dodd, borw 16 April, 
1826,- at Goshen. Married Dr. blias 
W. Seymour, of Owego, in Oct., 1850. 
Ite died 26 June, 1893, at Owego, and 
she,;26 Feb., 1900, 

10. George A. Dodd, born 12 May, 
1827, ‘at Goshen. Married Sarah 
Searles, of Owego, 23 Nov., 1848. He 
died 14 Jan., 1864, at Owego, and she 
25 June, 1908.. 

Edward D. Dodd was. an ‘iron 
moulder. He removed to Laceyville, 
'Pa., in 1840, and thence to Khnira. 

Thomas A. Dodd was .from 1849 to 
1867 a conductor on the New York & 
Irie railroad. | 
-Elias W. Seymour .was. born. at 
Windsor, Ni. ¥..0 eb... 7, bees. His 
father, judge William Seymour, was 
a prominent man in Broome county 
“and ,was.a brother of governor Hora- 
tio Seymour. William Seymour was 
a ‘lawyer. He was appointed first 
judge of Broome county in 1833 and 
was elected to congress in 1834. Elias 
W. Seymour came to Owego when 18 
years of age. He studied medicine: in 
1866 and began practice in ‘1870. He 
died June 26, 1851, at Owego.. 
ABRAHAM GREEK. 

Another of the early residents of 
North avenue was Abraham Greek. 
He and. captain Sylvenus Fox were. 
“bound boys” and were brought here 
by Elizgur Talcott and_ his-~ sons 
from Glastonbury, Cann... in 1803. 
Both learned and worked at the car- 
penter’s trade. Capt. Fox bought the 
lot at the southeast corner of Fox 
street and North avenue and built a 
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house thereon, in which he lived the 
rest of his life. Mr. Greek , bought 
land on the west side of North ave: 
hue, a little south of Fox street and 
built thereon two houses aud lived in 
one of them until he died March 14, 
1862. any 

Mr. Greeks) wile” Mrs. - . Martret 
Greek, - Was an ‘eccentric woman 
whose vocabulary was more extensive 
and comprehensive. than accurate, 
She was a combination of Smollett’s 
Tabitha Bramble, Sheridan’s Mrs. 
Malaprop, and Shillaber’s Mrs. Part- 
ington, and her sayings created much 
amusement for her neighbors. She 
once described an iron safe as a 
“bugle proof safe with a revolt in 
it,” and she expressed her opinion 
pretty emphatically of some of the 
vood people of the village who were 
outside of her social circle as) “put. 
ting on altogether too much codfish 
aristocracy,” To a neighbor — this 
cheerful old lady onee said that she 
had: always had a.“‘resentment”’ that. 
she would “die in a prance,” but her’ 
presentiment proved to be unfounded 
in anything but vague surmise, for 
instead of lingering in a trance she 
passed away suddenly -on the 23d of 
December, 1863, at the not very ad- 
vanced age of 60 years. 

ISAAC LILLIE. 

Isaac Lillie; a school teacher and 
civil engineer, came to-Owego in LSA... 
His father, Abraham Lillie, came at 
an early day from Knglaud to Boston, 
Mass., and engaged in ship building. 
Isaac L.illie was born. at Scotland, . 
Windham county, Conn., Oct. 19, 1788. 
lle lived at one time at Butternuts, 
Otsego county, N. Y.,. and later. at 
Montrose, Pa. 
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After coming to Owego Mr. Lillie 
surveyed much of the land in Coxe’s 
patent. Iie taught school several 
years in the old school house which 
stood on the south side of Main street, 
near where the rectory: of St. Paul's 
ghureh now stands. -When the Owego 
academy was )uilt in 1828, he was 
asked to take charge of the school as 
principal, but declined to do so. He 
Was much interested in the cause of. 
temperance . and the abolition = of 
slavery, and he co-operated in forming 
the first’ anti-slavery society in Tioga 
“county in 1839. As a surveyor he was 
naturally conversant with land Values > 
and was elected an assessor of the 
town of Owego in 1851 and 1854. 


Mr. Lillie was twice -married. Of 
his first wife we have no record. His 
second wife was Rachel Nealy. She 
was u daughter of John Nealy, who 
came to Owego .in April, 1785, with 
James and Robert McMaster and 
Wiltiant Woods from Florida, N.Y. 
Her brother, David Nealy, is said to 
have been the second white child born 
in Owego. He died “March 8&8, 1871, 
aged 78 years. 


MpocLalhe jived) dung the last 
twenty years of his life in a house 
which stood on the north side of Front. 
street, east of William (street. He 
purchased the property in April, 1805, 
from John Mack, of the» town -of 
Ulysses, Tompkins county. After his 
death this. property, together with -the 
drug store building at the northeast 
corner of Front an@ J.ake = streets, 
passed into possession ‘of his daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Denring. The dwelling house 
in’ west Front street was subsequently 
torn down and in its place she built 
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the house now owned and occupied by 
John Jones, 

Mrs. J.illie. died at Owego Feb. 2, 
Is4y, aged od years. Mr. Juillie died 
Sept, 23,.1854: 

The children of Mr. Lillie and his 
first wife were Susan Lillic, who mar- 
‘ried Mr. Muar and lived at Scottsville, 
N..Y., and John WUoyt Lillie, :who was 
born 13 April, PS13, at Montrose, Pa.; 
and married Churlotte B. Curtis, of 
Montrose. She died at. Rochester, N. 
YY... and- he’ 30) Mureh, 1900, at dhos- 
Augeles, Cal: 

The children of Isaac and Rachel 
(Nealy) Lillie were as follows: 

l. Sarah Lauwhe;’-porn 4 Fain 1827, 
at Owego. Died 4 July, 1838. 

2. Catherine b. Lillie, born 4 Oct, 
1828, at Owego. :Married Horace: R. 
Deming 18 Sept., 1858, at Owego. -He 
died °% April, 1882, at ° Waterbury; 
Conn. 

Jd. James Kdward Lillie, born 11 
Sept, 1833, at Owego. Married Lucy 
Ketchum, of Corning... He died © 27 
May, 1907, at Washington, D.C. 

James Hdward Lillie was a aima- 
chinist: He lived at Corniyg, N. Y., 
and at ‘Susquehanna, Pa., and -was 
later. and for many years employed in 
the government machine shops in the 
ordnance department at Washington, 
D. C., in whieh city he died May 28, 
1901. 

Catherine B. lillie murried Horace 
R. Deming, of Owego, and. still lives 
in this village. Mr. Deming was born 
May 1, 1829, at Bennington; Vt. He 
came to Owego in 1843 and learned 
the tinner’s trade. He was for many 
years engaged in the hardware and tin 
business with various partners, and 
was afterward in the grocery business 
with Michael Bergin. Later he con- 
ducted a wholesale butter and cheese 
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business in New Haven, Comn., and 
sill. later he engaged in the same 
business in Newark, N. J... He died 
MOD an LBS. at Waterbury, Conia, 
Where he was conducting a wholesale 
Hoa, grain, hevy,. ard. butter business. 

Dr. John Hoyt Lillie. had: a some- 
What remarkable. careers. In May, 
Ise2, hie accompanied an uncle on a 
irip tu {liinois, which was then in the 
‘Yar west.” tle voluntcered to take 
the census of Chicago, and did so, the 
Cilinebrilion showing the population 
to be 1,600 people. Later he returned 
to .Qwe eo, where he remained «util 
p89. 

Aly Lallie Wasa nora Ot, ereat -in- 
Peopiity, aud had. léarned the trade ol 
“a watchmaker, Mr E829. he built a 
steambout, the second one ever con- 
stracted at this village. In the fall of 
that year he and Gilbert’ Forsyth, with 
their families, started down the river 
‘in the boat, intending -to go to Cinein-, ; 
wati, Ohio. The boat (was wrecked 
lear AVY Sox, Pa. and ‘the rest of the 
journey was made overland. In Cin- 
cinnati Mr. Lillie studied medicine’ 
and obtained a physician’s license to 
practise. | eae 

lu ISil he settled at Joliet, Ml. He 
had become interested in the study of 
electricity, ‘and. he built a, circular 
railroad, twelve feet’ in diameter, on 
Which a miniature locomotive, de- 
signed by him, was driven by elec- 
tricity. dn order to obtain money with 
Which to patent his invention, he ex- 
hibited his model and delivered public 
-lectures. At’ Peoria he attracted the 
attention of .senator Thomas H. Ben- 
ton, of Missouri, who gave him letters 
to ‘Prot. Henry, of the Smithsonian in- 
stiute, and other prominent men in 
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Washington, who assisted him tinan- 
Ctally. 

In 1850 Dr. Lillie obtained bis first 
patent for the first electric motor,. but 
not without some difficulty. An oflicer 
in the patent office tried to steal Dr. 
Lillie’s claim to the invention, and he 
anight have succeeded: had not Prof. 
Henry made dire threats of exposure 
and disgrace. . 
~ In order to raise money with > which 
to develop his invention toward the 
point of commercial value, Dr. Lillie 
engaged in further lecturing tours: ill 
one Of: which he met PP. TP. Barnum, 
the showman, who paid him $250 for a 
model of the new motor tor exhibition 
in Barnum’s: New York hiuseuin. This 
proved unfortunate fer the inventor, 
as the public looked upon the model in 
the museum more as a freak toy than 
as the begining of inuneasurable 
connnereial achievements. 

Di. Lillie’s ¢ircular electric railroad 
Was exhibited by the inventor at his 
old home ii Owego in ISol. His lee- 
ture was delivered: in Pateh’s > hall, 
which oceupied the third story’ of a 
brick block on the west side of Lake, 
street, where the Chamberlain block 
now stands. 

On a wooden framework, supported 
by posts about four feet high and 
standing on the floor Dr. Lillie had 
constructed a circular track of two 
continuous rails in the form of a large 
hoop, twelve reey | in diameter 
over which a ininiature four-wheeled 
truck was run. On this truck was a 
galvanic battery and a combination of 
wheels. Llectric. power was. applied 
by the battery to the wheels causing 
them to revolve, sending ‘the cars 
round and round on the circular track. 
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fn 1840 Dr. Lillie removed to Hor- 
hellsville, N. Y¥., where he continued 
his experivents. li 18ou he. travelled 
through the country exhibiting Miss 
Dollie Dutton, a dwarf, and in 863, he 
traveHNed giving exhibitions of nitrous 
oxide, Or laughing gas. In. 1868 -he 
removed fron Rochester to Sai Kran- 
disco, Cal; and ‘thence “in. 1873 to 
Santa fost. In t876 he conducted a 
car of tourists to the centennial ex- 
position al Philadelphia and in 1878 
and again in T8S86° he Visited hurope. 
Upon his return in the latter year he 
becauie a resident of tos Angeles, 
Where he lived uutil his death. 

When he settled in Los Angeles he 
possessed only a invdest Competence, 
bunt this he judiciously invested. in the 
business of bury ings: end selling real 
-estate, until at the time of his death 
ie had amassed a foroime of $250,000. 

‘Dr. tailhie’s death: was the result of 
Vir accident. mm. the night of March 
26, 1900, Te inadvertently stepped off 
the back porch of his house and 
plunged six feet to the flagging. His 
skull was fraetured and he died four 
days afterward on March 320: 


JOSEPH OGDEN. 


Joseph Ogden, whose sons, Jehial 
Walter, and Charles Ogden, were gun- 
smiths, eitie to Owego from Orange 
county, N. Y., about the year 1810, 
driving the entire distance with a 
team, and settled On a farm three 
miles east of this village, known as 
the John Camp farm. .Several years 
later he removed to Owego = and 
worked as a stone mason and also as 
a watch repairer. 

It may seem a little singular in 
these days but two trades so entirely. 
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different—one requiring patience -and 
skill and the other strength und. en- 
durance—should have been Icarned 
hy the same man. The explanations 
is simple. There was not sullicient 
werk in small conpununties in those 
days to keep a man employed at one. 
trade all the yeur round, and: while 
wWason Work wis readily obtained in 
tiie summer season, Masons were idle 
in winter, so two trades were learned 
Dy one man, In order that he’ could be 
einployed at one while there was no 
employment to be had at the other. 

His eldest son, Jehial | Ogden, 
leatned the trade of a gunsmith in 
Mol, Henry MeCormick’s gun. shop. 
wad became. foreman of the “shop. 
Walter Ogden was bora on the farm 
Dec. 2- 1A, and was.filteen years of 
nee When he became an apprentice to 
learn the trade in Col. MeCormick’s: 
shop. In 185% dehial Ogden built “a 
sun shop at the northwest’ corner. of 
Mai and Liberty streets where St.- 
Paul's Mpiseopal church iow. stands, 
and he and Walter Ogden conducted 
the business Where until April, 18389, 
when Walter Ogden. bought the lot on 
the west side ot North avenue on 
Which the Jbriek store owned by Geo. 
Suyder and the two stores adjoining 
it at the north bow stand, and. built 
thereon a gun shop. In 1848 Charles 
Oeden became a partner in the busi- 
ness. Several years afterward they 
purchased of Charles Talcott the 
brick store now occupied by La T. 
Stanbrough’s plumbing store Opposite 
the Ahwaga house in Front. street, 
where they conducted a gun shop and 
variety store. if 

Charles Ogden died Dec. 6, 1868, 
aged 46 years. Walter Ogden died 


ee aia 
¥ Sea | 





/ “fe ut ML 1s tes vaca vent oe ip 











ide 6 ies da bas 4 
eA £3, oi 
i A menyy ee 
Dame oe aa “ rac 

















ca “flan bee He, ee. 


tel | wba W ie ase 









Re 
WG tok vise 
a Pediat ih 










etnugsltd rer il 
“Yaud ‘out iti. 
gods: frgw yd 





324 


Neb) 25) 1879, aged bo years. Jehial 
~Oeden. died Keb. Z1, L880, aged 68 
Pears, 

Joseph Ogden had’ three daughters. 
enecea Deden died July 20, 188, 
aged 5S years, aud unmarried. Sarah 
Ogden marricd Jobn Gardiner. Selina 
Ogden married Ambrose Townsend 
Mr. Townsend was a earpenter. He 
was: born Sept. 27, 1810,.in the town 
of Buch, Dutehess County, Ny Ye cand 
died in Owego April 17, 18b9. |. His 
wife died. June 21, 1876, aged 62 years. - 
Nae. ‘Vownsend built the house onthe. 
harth side of Main street, the fifth 
house cast of Paige street, which was 
owned by Themis A. Dodd after his 
“death and is now owned by Mrs. Mary 
Chesbro 

ose iy Option died sept, 29,1805, wt 
Owe, ueed bo years. “His wife, 
Sarah Ogden, died Jan: 10, 1864, aged. 
fu Years, 

FRANCIS ARMSTRONG. 

Francis Armstrong was born at 
Blorida, Orange county, N. Y., Dee. 4, 
bess, © ln February, 1621, he canre to 
the town of Newark Valley, where he 
purchused a farm, near the Owego 
town line and where he tollowed farni- 
ing seven years. In 1829 he came to 
Owego to take the office of deputy 
sheriff under Col. Tlenry) McCormick. 
At that time Tioga and Chemung were 
half-shire counties, and one sheritf 
was eleeted for both’ counties. Mr. 
Armstroug lived in the old court 
house at the southeast corner of Main 
and Court streets, which building was. 
oceupied as a sheriff's residence and 
jail on the first floor, and as a court 
room on the second floor. Here Mr. 
Armstrong lived’ nine years as deputy 
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under Col. “(MeCormick, and Cal Mc 
Cormiek's successors in ollice. Ih 
1830 he was elected a justice of the 
peaceand served eight years. tis first 
wife was Idysian Poppino., who died 
in’ Newark. Valley -:iu: 1821. Mis see: 
ond wile was hev sister,’ Huldaly Pop- 
pine “They. : were imarried. Jan. . 15, 
Isto. .Mr,) Arinstroug’s, children were 
hieyvy, Amai Arhiatvong, who Was) pis- 
tor Of “the Bievbyterian.” ehureh, of 
utele Neh. sac ds TM RS | Aint 
strong, who was wv bookkeeper and 
who lives in Pittsburg, Pa.;~ Mis. Han-: 
nah huslee and Sirs. Harriet EKaton, 
Who removed to Washington, 1): O.: 
Mrs. Nlysian Fassett, wha removed to 
Khockwood,. Alinu.,. dnd Mrs... dames. Ff. 
Board, who removed to Canaseraga, 
Neo Yo Mr? CAP Sitone died? Nov. 26; 
8 t. | 


Maniel .Armstrong also ‘came to 
Owego fron Orage county, where he . 
Wie bom, in eurly, Wie he was a 
school teaeher and tater a bookkeeper 
and accountant. tle ded at, Owego 
A 2b. SBS, aged GY years: 


James: Couklin and his sons, wagon 
takers, Were eatly residents here. 
They came Tron Orauge county, WN. 
Ye) dea ie dred at Owego Jaa, 
- 6, £955, aged OY Vears. | 

Que of his sons was Jacob Conklin, 
Whose wagon. shop was for several 
years on the sonthwest corner of Matin 
aud Park streets, Ta 183 rancis 
Arinstrong purchased the property, -: 
turned the building partly around and 
converted it into a dwelling house. It 
was afterward owned and occupicd 
‘several years by Charles -C. Thomas 
and is now the property of Mrs. C. R. 
Hleaton. 
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The wagon shop of another son, 
James Conklin, Jr, was on the. north 
side of Main street, a litthe east of 
North avenue, and it was burned with 
several other buildings Aug.o5, ISd1 
fle died here Sept. 24, 1865, -aged 65 
years. 

Joes. Couklin lived on the west 
side of Church street. between Main 
and Vemple streets. This street was 
for many years a small line. 

‘Asa ‘Denurborn Was a. shoemaker. 
He removed from Candor to Owego in 
‘$s26 und worked ut his trade here un- 
(il his death. “He died May 22, 1873, 
weed 73 > years. His “wife; Plumi. 
'Pearbori, died Jaw. 3, 1873, anced. 78 
Vears. 

This concludes the sketches of the 
early residents of Owego and-they in- 
elude’ those only who eame here pre- 
vious to 1830. Had it been considered 
ex pedié ut tO extend them over a later... 
period ihe, would have’ ineluded Dr. 
Lucius tH. Allen, judge Alanson Mun- 
ger, Dr. Hiram N. Mastman, Col. Na- 
thaniel W. Davis, Llenry N. Hubbard, 
Joshua td. Pinney, Jfranklin Slosson, 
‘Timothy P. Patch, James and John W. 
b’Atoureux, Arba Yampbell, Thomas 
t and John KR. Chatheld, “Dr. John 
Prank, nad many others who came 


here subsequent to that year. 
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Some Account of John Gee, Who 

* Fought nearly Seven Years in the 
Revolutionary War and Came to 
Owego with Gen. Clinton’s Army in 
1773 and afterward Fought in the 
battle of Newtown, Dying Several 
Years Later on a Farm in the Town 
of Barton When Past Ninety-two 
Years of Age. 


Alnong the papers of Judge Charles 
}. Avery, now owned by the Wiscor- 
sin state historicsd! soeiety, -is an in- 
terview with’ Jubn Gee, a revolution- 
ary soldier who came to Owego in 
1779) =with Gen. Clinton's army, and 
Who died iitapy years later in’ the. 
towh of Barton. Ar. Gee's statement 
as as follows 

JOUN CHhiV’S STATEMENT 
Juve 8, 1852. 

John Gee in his 91st’ yer Served 
in revolutionary -war. bntered” the’ 
army at Pt. Doutgomery (near An-- 
thony’s Nose) the year Burgovne was 
taken, then in his 15th year. 

1. was. with Gen'h -Chiton’s right - 
wing of the arwy.- | was at Otsego 
lake when the dau was made. Part 
of us went by land dowi the river, 
and part <i dateaux. We laid still 
awhile at (hpuava, some hours, till 
the boats came along. ron: there 
some Of us Went across the country, 
and not. aroha the , “bend.” An 
Qeecida Indiau wis our guide. There 
were the hills where the corn had 
grown at Owego, and Oquaga and 
C‘hoconut. 

We made the junction with Sullivan 
at Tioga Point: ~Gen’l. Clinton came 
with the boats. We met Gen’). Poor 
at Choconut.. 

I wasin the battle atNewtown under 
Gen’l. Clinton, belonged to the right 
wing, ascended the hill, and drove 
the enemy froin that quarter. The 
next morning took a vote in the army 
to go on with half allowance. We de- 
cided to go on. At Catharine’s Town 


ci aon yi ee uae 
ae bot “AN 


7 pene # “obey ‘ 


le vial 


ny 


: ahaa Banyo 


i 103 vit teu is) 
ie 


i mee Tay" ae ‘ 
4 Chad 5p cane tah 





410: wat ren ea in 
Me: inns bs miguel ener) 





pe : er Aes 


tel 


Cae 2 iy oie 





aang at 


Ome i ae 
yi. “aptiiial in this) 
“sere wht: hub 


Bisieost 





i wee y iw 





















) 
u 


mah 


ludiais bad fires there all burning,» 
“&c,,- destroyed. their huts. Squaw 
Catharine with a young squaw 4 or 
In years old was there. 

( lived. in Orang. county after war. 

there owas’ a “clearing: at Owego, 
large (ices seattered uround, but used: 
we, coth.. .gromid. ° Some. Jnuts,. &c., 
there, 

fo was at Yorktown at Cormvallis's 
SLE PO ERS 1, 

lL was born al Pee ksktiliion. Y.; in 
the. year Lis, Waite danty; iGaw Wash- 
Ingloh imequently. 

Large trees alouwg the bank at Owe- 
gow Nxtehsive corm. plains at: Tioga 
Point, Gauaga, Owego, and Choconut. 

Joli (ee was. a soldier in the 
Fourth regnncnt of infantry con- 
minded uy tileut-Col Proderiek Weis- 
sentels ii Gen. dames Clinton’s New 
York biigude- of -1,500 men,. which 
Gaiine tsi Qwegu August 17, 1779. Join- 
ing Sullivan’s army of 3.400 men. the 
—conibined torees marched from Tioga 
Point to Newtowu (lchuira), where: ou 
ave. 29 they’ Fouelt aad defeated the 
Sritish wud Indian ‘forces numbering 
[300 mien under Butler und, Brant. 

Mr. Gee Was with Clintons right 
wihe, Which aseended the hill upon 
Are Fiend ol Chew ceutve, drslodginy 
the Indians, who were there. contest- 
Ing very ineh of ground under 
Brant’ Joadership. “The severest of 
the envagsement was along. these 
heights, where Braut had taken his 
position, aud here Mr. Gee was in the 
thickest or the nent. te was after: 
ward & participant “in the enguge- 
ments which ended with the surren- 
der of Gen. Cornwallis at Yorktown, 
He served in -the arniy seven ‘years’ 
lacking only one month. ; 

In 1795 Mr. Gee drew lot No. 2U in 
the military tract, just north of Owe- 
go hill in the town of -Elarford, Cort- 
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laud county, und settled thercon. He 
eame there with two other men from 
“Chenungo Polat (now “Minghaniton), 
#hided hy marked trees: They cut 
down the trees on a smal) spot and 
built a little log house about 12 by 16 
ivet in size, with only an axe, without 
at board, a@ nail, ora pane of glass, and 
returned whence they came. The 
HeXt year Mr tee retnoved his ‘lfani- 
ily, ¢onsistiug-ol his parents, his wife, 
thd six childven, trom Wyolmng, -ar- 
tiving June: 17, to Mweccsin this simall 
building. 


Gne of his sous, John Gee, Jr.,at- 
terward.. settled in the town 6f Rich- 
ford, Ww here some OF lis deseendants 
are stil ving fe later in life: re- 
Moved. to. tre low of Barton, where 
he died. Judge Avery mentions him 
‘in: his Stsquehanuna  Walley-.. papers 
(St.- Nicholas, page 381) as “living in 
a4 remote part af this town, westerly 
from Walsey’ Valley, in the 92d year 
of his age.” 

The state jnilitary reeerds ‘show 
that John Gee was at different times. 
“ member of Col. Philip Van. Cort: 
landt’s Second regiment, of Col. James 
Hohies’s Fourth régiment, of Col. 
Lewis DuBoys’s Iifth regiment, of the 
lutchess eounts militia’ (regiment. of 
Wiinate men), commanded. by Col. 
Jacobus Swartwout, and of the Fourth 
Uister county niilitia, commanded by 
Col. Johannés Lardénburgh in 1775- 
1782. 

The name of Jno. Gee again appears 
in the list of members of the Second 
regiment of Dutchess county militia, 
Gol. Abraham Brinkerhoft. 

The name of John Gee also appears 
in the list of persons suspected of be- 
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ing tories, und also: in-the list of thos 
Whose e: tates were confiscated by the 
sovermmecnt, (See New York in the 
Revolution Supplement, pages 231 and 
2550 Where niny have “been more 
than Ohne dian in thie continental army 
nated Gola Gee. . 


Some Account of the First Grist Mills 
Euilt at Owego by Col. David Pix- 
ley, . thomas Matson, Jr., and 
Charles.” Frederick and Robert 
Chartes Johnson. 
lt is related in: judge Avery’s “Sus 

que leavin Valley” pipers that in 

Aiwil, - 1730, dames: and’ Robert “Me- 

Master,  dohnw Nealy, awd: William 

Woods, with Williais Paylor, a bound 

boy, who Were the frst of the white 

WWeW f6 settie Here, came,to. Owege. 

They :plinted (en aeres of.corm on the 

Hats, north of where the Jrie railroad 

now runs. Alter Ht was harvested in 

the fall “it was gathered and taken, 
by boi loads to Tioga Point and se-: 
curely eribbed.” AS. SOOn as it Was 

(hus seeured the party set out on their 

return to their “winter quarters” in 

the valley of the Mohawk. 


4 


VO trausport this corn down the 
Susqueliauna ‘river’, dead pime trees 
“were Gato on the bank of the Owego 
creek wid felled into the water, where 
they were bound together with withes, 
forming a raft. : : 

On this..the corn was thoated down 
the river and finally taken to. the 
nearest imiill, at Wilkes-Barre, to be 
ground. ; 

The first grist mill built in this part 
of the state, according to Wilkinson's 
“Annals of Binghamton,” was built on 
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Miteh’s creek, fuur miles above Bing: 
hamton, ih the present town of Kirk- 
“wood. This creek took its name from 
Jonathan Kitch, an early: settler there, 
Who was the first representative | of 
»Tivoga eounty. in the state legislature, 
Bae Lee Ile came from Wyoming, 
Pa., When the troubles which resulted 
in the massacre commenced, Where he 
had been a merchant and high sheriff 
of Weestinoreltnd county. 

The pioneers at Owego, found no 
mill nearer than Wilkes-Barre, which 
they reached by canoes, until Fitch's 
niill was built in 1792.. The same year 
a mill was buill at Milltown. In 41793 
Col. boayid- Pixie, built & mill near 
this village, the first one crected here. 

Among the Avery papers in the Wis- 
cousin state historical -sueiety’s  col- 
lection is a “statement aud narrative” 
ol Lawrenese Merriam, taken by: Guy 


Hinchian AVERT, judee - Avery’s 
brother. Merriam settled three miles 
above. Union. Merriam: says, among 


other things: 

"We were very much straightened 
for food When we first Game into the 
countvy; have ground corm all night 
in order to have something for break- — 
Vast, - sed? “avaoden® “trenehers “and 
wooden forks; had to: go vin canocs: 
down to Shepard's mill dor grist. The 
first grist mill that was built in the 
country Was “bhait ap. the Squires 
creek, four mikes above Binghaiiton. 
It ran enly in bigh water.” 

This was doubtless the Fitch mill. 

The Pixley pill stood on the west 
bank of the Owego creek,. near the 
ludian spring, and about forty rods 
above the present: Main street bridge. 
It was’ built of logs. “Fo get to it 
from the village it Was necessary to 
ford. the ereek. . The eld mill stood 
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Close under the bank, and the. tail 
race rat close at the base of Vesper 
if Phe entire course of the creek 
has’ beew changed by the floodsofmans 
years, and in some places where the 
old stream) ran are uow stones, grass, 
aid weeds. Until a few years ago 
Vvenaing of the flume could be seen, 
some of. the -timbhurs sticking out of 
the batik, showing > wha re they had 
been Gut und joined together. The 
old uni Was just east of the Indian 
Spring. 

This spring was a peculiar one, and 
was one which: was resorted to by 
the Indians. Lhe water never treezes 
and preserves the sane temperature 
et the year vound.: It -still. contains 
water, but is in au negleeted condi-- 
tion, used only for the watering -of 
cattle. Lefore the springs were made 
dry. by the > clearing away of the 
woods, the water from this. spring 
used to tow down to the south side 
of the old dam into the creek, or 
what .was Known .ag the old race. 
The watee in the spring is very. cold. 

On the thigh ground south of the 
spring have been found many arrow 
heads, tatehets, etc. from whieh it is 
inferred thur the Indians were aecus- 
toned fo Camp there. . "rem, the mill 
the road extended: west up a slight. 
rise of ground to Col. Pixley’s house, 
known fur many years as the Pixley 
tavern, which house still stands there 
—the only one of the old houses now 
remaining in-the town of Tioga. 

This house was built by Col. Pixley 
in 1791. The course of the old road 
from the mill to the house may still 
be seen. It has been for many years 
only a cow path. The bed of an old 
ereek runs along the road on the north 
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side. This creek has been dry for 
“many years. It rises from springs in 
the woods north of Cdenimiary ow the 
old Kephraim Leach property. The 
-Pixley mill Was washed away by. high 
wuter iM T3624 or 82.’ ‘ 

There was another Prist mill: at can 
early day further down the Owego 
ereek, in September, Lstt, when 
Thomas Matson, Jr, purchased — of 
Various owners a large amount of land 
on both sides of the creek north and 
south of where Main street now ex- 
tends, a sawmill and grist mill are 
mentioned in two of the deeds rom 
Col. Pixley and “Ashbel Wells to Mat- 
30h as being on the east side of the 
creek and “standhizg In the nreadow, 
hear. the mouth ‘of: the Owego ‘creek,’ 
formerly held in joint ownership with 
James MeMaster.” 

Thomas Matson, Jt, came to Owego 
from Simsbury, Conn. We had three 
sons, Willlani, George, and Reuben 
Matson. A daughter, Rachel Matson, 
married Daniel Goodale and lived in 
Hast (lartford, Conn. Another daugh- 
tor, Rtith Matson, «married James 
Buck, of the town ol Chatham, Middle- 
sex county, Couw. Sa another daugh- 
tev, Kanuy Matson, died at Owego 
May 4. 187% His | 

Thomas. Matson, Jr, built a grist 
will in) Ganawana. It stood, about 
halt way between the’ Owego creek: 
wud the present hydraulic canal, or 
race, which supplies the eleetrie light 
“works. with water power. It stood. on 
the south side of the street now 
known as Main street, but then known 
us. ‘the lake’ road.” 

tol. Wim. Ransom, of Tioga Centre, 
once informed the writer that the Mat- 
son mill was built when he was five or 
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six yours of age. As Cal. -Ransom 
wis born in TSU1, the date must have 
been L800 or 1807. The mill was built, 
of hewed logs and had but one run of 
stone. It was one story high and-open 
to the root, With no loft. An iron 
screen Wis suspended above the hop- 
per and the miller went up on a lad: 
-der and poured. wheat in to screen il. 


Traces of the old race which sujp- 
plied the mill with water can still be 
~Seen, although ulmost obliterated by 
the tloods of Inany years,;and where 
‘it crossed the street the highway was 
filled in and raised several years ago. 
Atter the property was sold to Charles 
Mrederigkh and. Robert Charles John- 
son, in the spring of 833, the mill 
Was converted into a plaster mill and 
it Was biried in March, 1838. ‘The 
plaster mill Was afterward rebuilt. 

When the Matsons came here the \ 
hought about 400 acres of land on the 
west side of the Owego’ ereek and 
lived thercou in lo houses. As they 
accumulated money they tore dowu 
these houses and built better ones, 
framed from sawed lumber. George 
Matson lived west of the Owego creck 
where the Meadowbank farm house 
stands, which house was for many 
years the residence of Charles Mrede-— 
rick Johuson. Reuben Matson ‘lived 
on the horth side of the road... His 
house stood near the highway aud was 
just west of the present‘gate to the en- 
trance of the “Vesper Cliff’ grounds. 
The house was afterward moved back 
and was made: a part Of the large 
house built on the place by Robert 
Charles Johnson. Wm. Matson lived — 
west of his brother, Reuben’s, house, 
in the farm house which still stands 


4 


there. 
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West of the Matson grist mill was a 
pond known ows Aiatson's- pond, which 
extended nearly to the creek. It was 
crossed By a wooden bridge, sixty or. 
seventy feet lone... Fhis pond. was sub- 
eeqiently (flled with. edrth. by ~ the 
Johmsons. 

When the hill west of the creek was 
cut through to extend Main street 
west up the hill into the town of 
Dioga, to make the ascent easier, a 
-harge quantity of human bones was 
dug up. PRS part of an tudian bury- 
dug up. This was part of an tndiary 
burying round O* this ground 
Judge Avery says: . 
-"An India burying ground extended 
along the ‘brewswt the elitt; on ‘the 
westerly o pank of: the Owepo creek 
pow the homestead premises of 
Messrs. J. Platt sw ea Jobson!) i 


wus a: favorite. burial: place, .’Mr/ 
Whitiker harrates that-apon the death 
ol Kt-haekwis ...... 2. he was 


brought to this place, Where he died 
she does not state, but Mrs. Williams 
revollects” 40° “Huve heard: her tather 
{Amos Draper] say that he received 
his death wound at Tioga Point. His 
vomadins must therefore have been 
transported frou that place’ to this 
favorite spot of interment, a distance 
of twenty-one miles. Although many 
Indian graves baye been found upon 
the site of Owexo, no indications have 
been there Gxhibited of an appropria- 
lion so exelusive for Indian burial in 
its ordinary mode, as -the extended 
brow of this ¢liif.” 

Thomas Matson, Jr., died March 12, 
1$18, aged 73 years. His wife, Abiah 
Ahitson, wed “tec. 26, T3820, aged, “12 
years. Their bodies. were buried in 
the Tioga, cemetery. 

After Thomas Matson’s death the 
property all passed into the hands of 
the three sons, George, Reuben, and 
William Matson. In May, 18383, they 
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sold all their property on’ both sides 
of the Owego creek to Charles Frede- 
rick Johnson and his cousin, Robert 
Charles Johnson, and removed .to Con- 
newunt, Olio. . 


Robert Charles Johnson was born at ° 
Stratford, Conn., and came to Owego 
eb. 27,, 1830: He was a lawyer and 
became the law partner of Thomas 
Farrington. Charles Frederick John- 
son also came from Stratford. In 
May, 183s, they purchased of the Mat- 
son brothers the land between the 
Owego creek:and the present mill race 
of the electric light company’s work 
on both sidés of Main street, and 
much land on both sides of the same 
street on the west side of the creek. 
The Matson milf} was afterward con- 
verted into a plaster mill and .con- 
ducted by Charles Frederick Johnson. 
The cousins built a larger grist mill 
on the ground Where the electric light 
company's power house now. stands 
and in the summer of 18338 built the 
hydraulic canal, seven-eighths of ae 
mile long, to supply {t with water 
power. Mh 


The year previous to the building of 
this canal had been a cold season and 
the eorm crop was killed. Everybody 
Was in a semi-starving condition, and 
the building of the canal was a God- 
send to many of the farmers. Two or 
three hundred of them: were employed | 
in digging the ditch and building the. 
dam and mill. Money was paid: for 
the work on the spot. Shanties were 
erected along the work, in which the 
men slept, and in some of them their 
wives cooked ‘their meals. Stables 
were also’ erected to house the teams 
employed on the work. 
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“Corn was selling at $1.20 .a- bushel, 
and the price advanced to, about $2. 
Wheat sold at $2 a bushel. Rice could 
be bought for 8 and 9 cents a,pound 
und was used largely by the people, 
oh account of the scarcity and high 
price of grain. Silver change was also 
scarce, and Robert Charles . Johnson 
and the Trumans issued “‘shinplaster” ’ 
currency, Which was. cireulated in 
liaking. change. . 

The Johnson cousins built in addi- 
tion to the. grist mill a large’ sawmill 
at the foot of the race, near the Sus- 
quehanna vriyer. This sawmill had 
four upright saws and three cireu- 
lar saws and was considered then 
one Of the best ones jin the state, but 
it would be looked upon at the present 
day as a rather old fogy affair. The 
jnachinery far the mill was inade in 
New York city and transported to 
Binghainton by canal, and thence by 
teams ta “GQwero. .This” mM was 
Harned. 

In the. days. of the Matsons. the 
country Was covered with woods. 
livery available place along the creeks 
Wits selected as a site for a saw’ mill. 
No lath was made at that time and 
the slabs were thrown into the creek, 
where they flouted ashore further 
down the stream and were gathered 
by people living there and used for 
firewood. 

The Johnsons cantémplated the 
building up of a manufacturing centre 
in Canawann, dud to that end estab-. 
lished) various manufacturing — inter-- 
ests. there. On the west bank of the 
canal was it. sheepskin tannery Con- 
ducted by Arba Campbell and, Thomas 
I. Chatfield. This tannery was burned 
in December, 1860. Another tannery 
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Was built on the same site, and it was 
tho htrhned in December, 1879. 

On the west Dank of the canal; sev 
ral rods north of Main street, was an: 
axe Taclory. There were also a ‘pail 
end tub factory, which was afterward 
couverted into a wooden match box 
factory; a ‘shoenvaker’s Tast factory, 
conducted by John Camp, and bMzekiel 
Nobie; uw tlock’ taetory, Vinkham - & 
Blanchard’s soap) Luictory, Daniel 
ttiges’s match factory, Johu G. Crane’s 
Wool and carding mill; Warren Kim- 
ball?s carpet Weaving loons, and other 
Industiies. 

At the corner of Main and Division 

streets Robert. Charles Johnson built 
@ ktore’ ia the fal of 1838. ‘Fhis store 
Was Rhept at Vvarions {ines by Frede- 
Pek. OR. att) BW Warner, ald 
Others. It Was afterward converted 
into a tavern and was burned Jn 1S6s.. 
Kast of this was. another store known 
as the “Indian Spring grocery,” which 
Was also burned. Between this store 
and the canal were two houses occu- 
pied by -the millers and their families, 
Which houses are still standing. 
The failure of ‘tlre manufacturing 
projeet’ was largely owing to the 
gradual decrease in the water supply, 
owing to the cownlry being: cleared. of 
its Woods. 

Charles Prederick Johnson lived in 
“the house on his farm in the town of 
Tioga, known as M sadowbank~> farm, 
Which louse still stands there and is 
owned by Lewis H. Leonard, who pur- 
chased the farm -of the Johnson heirs 
‘in June, 1900. : 

Charles Frederick Jolinson was the 
seventh in descent from Robert John- 
son, Who was. born. in Rutlandshire, 
ngland, in 1599. He was one of the 
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founders of New Hlaven, Conn., and 
died there in 1661, ; 

His son, Willians dohuson, died. at 
Guilford, Conn, in -1702. William's 
son, Samuel, also died there in 1727. 

Samuel's son, also named Samuel, 
was born at Guilford in 1696 and died 
at Stratford, Conn. iy i772. He. was 
graduated from Yale college and Was 
afterward president of Wings college 
i New -York., city, . bbe was: the first 
Mpiscopal clergsiuau ordained in Con- 
necticut. AA 

Samuel’s son, Willian: Samuel John- 
son, was born al Stratford tn.1727 and 
‘died there fa Isto, He wis 2Taduated 
from Yale college and became a law- 
yer. He was & member of the Stamp- 
Act congress of 1765, a menrber of the 
Mederal convention, in 178 whieh 
framed the constitution of the United 
States. He was United States senator 
from Connecticut and president of 
Columbia college in New York city. 

His son, Sawmel William Johnson, 
who was the father of Charles Frede- 
mek  JohuUsoen, Was born at Strattord 
Oct. 23, 16! and died there Oct. “25, 
rs06. lle also was graduated © from. 
Wahe . College and became oa luwyer. 
He was judge of probate,: member of 
the Connecticut legislature, and. mnem- 
ber -of. the governor’s council. [He 
married Nov: 27, 1791, Susan, daugh- 
ter of Pierrepont HMdwards. 

Charles Frederick Johnson was born 
at Strattord in 1804.) His parents both 
died when he was an, infant and he 
was brought up by his grandfather, 
William. Samuel Johnson, After his 
vraduation frou, Union -college he 
spent three years studying in France. 
In 1885 he omarried Sarah Dwight 
Woolsey,youngest daughter of Williaa 
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Walton Woolsey, an old-time merchant 
of New York city, some account of 
whout is given in the second volume 
of “"Vhe Old Merchants of New York,” 
by Walter Barrett Mr. Woolsey was 
a descendant ot Thomas. Woolsey; a 
hear relative of the Thomas Woolsey 
who was better known in history as. 
Cardinal Wagolsey. She was born in 
New York city in 1805’ and died in 
Pais, eranee, eb. 24,1870). Her 
brotier was president .Thomas Wool- 
sey of Yale college. Mrs. Johnson was 
on a tour through KMurope at the tine 
of hee death and died of pneumonia. 

Mr... Jolnsohn lived, at’ his Tioga 
home witil 1876 when he removed to 
the home of his waughter, Mrs. Will- 
lam Bellamy, at Dorchester, Mass., 
where he, died July 6, baee. °° Thre 
fathers of both Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 
owned wiueh land. in Tioga county, 
Which was the reason for their com: 
ing here. 

Mir. aid Mrs. Johnson were people 
of reimaement and fine culture, and 
were highly educated. Mr. Johnson. 
remained a student during his entire 
lite, giving most of his attention ‘to 
the Latin language and. literature. In 
IN74 he published a metrical transta- 
tion of the great poem of Lucretius, 
“De Kerum Natura,’ which was. re- 
ceived with favor in both. .America 
wid Kneeland, tle also possessed 
mnarked juventive powers, althougn he 
lacked the practigal sagacity umeccs- 
sary to render new ideas pecuniaril)s 
‘remunerative. He was the inventor of 
what is known as the atmospheric 
dock for raising vessels, now in use in 
every seaport in the world, and of the 
circular tumbler combination lock, 
which may be seen on most American 
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sates, and of several other inventions, 
Which came into peneral use after he 
had abandoned them. 

The childrea oF Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
rrederick Johnson were Charles Fred- 
erick Johnson, Jr.. who has been for’ 
several yours prolessor -of Mnglish lit- 
erature mn Trinity college;. William 
Woolsey Johnson, who is professor of 
tdraughting in the United States naval 
jv¢ademy at Annapolis, Md.) Anna NM 
Johnson, who inarried William Bel- 
lamy and. vives at Dorchester,  Mass., 
iuurd Katharine) Bayard Jotuson, who 
died in Paris, Franee, iw February, 
LOO, 

Robert Charles Jolmson's father was 
also named Robert Charles Johnson, 
aad was a brother of Samuel William 
Johnson, whose father- was William 
Samuel Johuson, president. of Colum, 
bia college. The brothers, Samuel C. 
and Robert C. dohuson became ereat’ 
speculators im the wild lands of south- 
erp central. New -York. aud: in other 
States, even as far south a3 North 
Caurolina. One or both of the brothers 
were in the Watkins and I’lint -syndi- 
ete which boneht of the stiute the 
vreat traek oF sland, then wholly in 
Tioga county, called the Watkins and 
BE lint Purcelase. This tract was thirty- 
five miles In length east’and west and 
about eight tics in. width. 

ln the division of the prope rty of 
the younger Robert Charles. Jolinson 
amid his cousin, Charles Frederick 
Jolmson, the property of about sixteen 
acres known as “Vesper Cliff’ in’ the 
town of Tioga became -the home of 
Robert Charles Johuson, and the next 
year he became owner of the mill 
property. He moved the Reubcm Mat- 
son house back on the grounds and 
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built the large mausion, which still 
glands there. The place was known. 
oe tows Perrace:™ 

Mi. Johnson sold the property il 
Is41 to. Horace “Prizelle, of Horaec- 
town, fa. for $11,500. Frizelle also 
honelt of RoC. Johnson property on 
‘the eust side of the ereek at the cor- 
ger of Main and: Division streets, 32 
feet trout by 100 feet deep, on which 
stood the store. 
ln wovember, 842, Mrizelle sold the 
Tioga property for $5,000 to Jonathan 
Platt, who, following the exaniple. oj 
the poet, N- P. Willis, whe had named 
his home “Glennmutry” in honor of bis 
wife, changed the name of his new 
purchase to “Glhenbetsy,”° in honor of 
his wife, her name being’ Betsy. 

fo siareh, LSh4)> Mr Plate sold othe ‘ 
- property for $6,500 ‘to Rev. Samuel 
Hanson: Cax,- a awoted Presbyterian 
chreyivan, who in his .ld- age had 
come to Owego us pastor of the Pres- 
byterian “churel. “Mr. Cox. changed: 
the natue of his new home to “Vesper 
Clit”. which it hws ever since. re- 
tained. ; 

In April, 1859, after Dr. Gox had. re- 
moved to LeRoy, Genesee county, he. 
sold. the property for $7,000 to Capt. 
John i. Sardy, of Brooklyn, who had 
become wealthy in’ the business of 
imyporling guano from South America. 
Japt. Sardy and his family occupied 
the property as their summer’ home 
eight years. In Nov., 1867, he sold the 
property . for $12,000 to Thomas C 
Platt, “who in Apri, 1869, sold it for 
the same amount to Samuel 5S. Wat- 
son, of Newark Valley. Mr. Watson 
subsequently failed in business and in 
February, 1888, the property passed 
into the possession of John Hardiman, 
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he purehasing it at referee’s sale for 
$4,000. 


While Mir Watson: owned ‘the prop: 
erty the eliff was practically ruined 
cand the value of the property perma. . 
nently inupoaired by: thie cutting of a 
road along the side of the cliff, for 
the purpose of obtaining easy access 
{to a sand bank. 


Robert Charlies Johnson was born 
at Stratlord, Conn., June 6, 1806. He 
married Mary- Mliza Pumpelly, daugh- 
ter of James Pauipelly. He removed in 
ish! to Westlield, Chautauqua county, 
N. Y., where he paychased a farm at 
Long Point on Chautauqua lake, on 
Which he built. a magiificent resi- 
dence, conmmanding ja beautiful .view . 
of the lake, which residence was the 
pride. of the town for years. The 
house was eleguiutly furnished and 
the Johnsons were lavish in enter- 
taining their friends. Johnson’s 
friends, ‘however, were convivial 
spirits and he gradually becoine’ dis- 
sipated, and to. such an extent that 
his wife Jeft tim and obtained .a_ di- 
voree’ trom him, afterward becoming 
the wife of William I. Platt. 

In the division of the lamily prop- . 
erty, following the. divorce, Johnson 
came, into possession of the Long 
Pont  résidénce,. Tere, treed . froin 
the restraints of marriage, he gave 
himself up to a life of revelling. His 
fortune rapidly dwindled, and after a 
time he was thrown on his own. re- 
sources. He went to Washington, 
Where he obtained an appointment as 
inspector of timber for the Norfolk 
havy yard. He was afterward trans- 
ferred to the treasury department, 
“Where he remained until 1881, when 


















Uy Sea aia NN ‘igi a) 
oer : i ee a a pia i 7s Ne: ad ‘ 
ie ol ae bydaal) thats husseft am saat: yaa 

{ wid foie ; 










he Lei” BF renee ie, Abbi 
wei. tinted gene bieinys fi) veh 
Pie ite oa ty tee id Rew» r ne oh sine ied. ol a 
Pecan 3 htialiet wat" , Ce: sk: ee wh fa, “ag 
oe ee hedatanl ale ait hag paw oanod 























5 : sats 4d ebiadl ae eawestos it 
, ; ae a nosaitok a af? oe tote “yatnbn Ae 
ro | ent eet tab Ri ein ane 3 Bee nse, ae eh ae 
i hb wrcegeard. ; sitibivta ie itn auaiye 
Aik Roe oe ed Micah aenites foe ty dinate Ne 














“Ah. a ; ids w ai: 

ig ‘ae bil be ge 

Oe icf 

% a pePtay theta 

aN onto: “oad 

“sted! Gilt w 

coe aah eet 

Va sia “wig ob 
ea UE jf anita Te : 
SR ee ag vobbuter 

ne tata ee ‘a “a ee a oe 





2 


S44 


ne eretinrned’ “to famestown, N.  ¥i 
Where he lived quietly on an anuunity 
furnished by a nephew, who was iu 
Paris. th Meeen Ver, ‘S85. when he 
was st) VCU's of. age, he was injured 
bye a fail dowu stairs, from the effects 
of Which le died June 10, 1886. 

Vhaiuas. M. Nichols purchased the 
sawniill at the foot of the race in 1829 
and the grist mill two or three years 
iis taw svcd. . In company with Francis 
A. Bliss he conducted the mills from 
rete ta his death jy May, 1878: Tu 
danagary, (885, Willian is. Dorwin pur- 
Chased. the. property and afterward, in 
Canipakiy With George “Li Rich -aivd 
Jaines T.Stone, supplied the mill with 
ROW! WiaeHierys att a COsSt of about 
yeb.000, Phe mill was burned March 
19, 1889, und was not rebuilt. 

On the north side of Main strect, 
extending from William: street to the: 
WH vage if a row of syeamore and 
elin trecs. These trees were set out 
by drection of Janies Punipelly” in 
S27. and were placed sixteen feet 
apart, on Which to build a fence. The 
sy cimores have nearly all died, but 
the elms ure sui standing, which 
shows that the elm is the best tree to 
plant for permanence as a shade tree 
ha ca Va age. 

Phe voung elm trees were takeu 
from. the island in the Owego: ereek. 
Tiere was an insufficient number of 
elinsjand when the supply of elms was 
exhausted syeamores were used. The 
trees Were planted by Deacon Perry, a 
blacksmith, who lived in a house: in 
Main street where the convent of St.- 
utriek's. church now stands. His 
shop was also in Main street and oc- 
cupied the spot on which the second 
house east of the Baptist church now 
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stands. Eldridge Forsyth, who was 
then a boy of fifteen years of age and 
worked for Mr. Pumpelly, assisted 
Deacon Perry in tue work of obtaining 
med) planting the trees, 
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The Indian Trails at. Owego, Which 
Were Used as Public’ Roads by the 
First. White Settlers and until High- 
ways Were. Regularly Laid Out— 
| Fhe Streets as Established by the 
Village Trustees. 
When the soldiers of Clinton’s and 

Sullivan's. amvtes passed down the 

Susquehanna through Where the. vil- 

lage of Owego is now the land -was 

all covered» with pine, hemlock, and- 
vlher trees. It was all. woods except 

a natural clearine on the flat east of 

the Owego. «creek, . here were | no 

roads Whatever; nothing but Indian 
trails. Whew the’ first white settlers 
eaume here by 178d from Montgomery. 
eounty the ludiaa trail was the only 
feasible path for the whole distance. 
Judge Avery says: 


“Tt generally tan algng the bank, 
near the river, but. fron the Round: 
Hill at Nanticoke it left the river and 
did not stvike it again wntil wear the 
harur of the late Cel. Camp at Camp- 
ville. Below “the “narruws’. it also 
diverged and Came upon the bank 
aenin near Ade.. homestead. of . Mr. 
Leonard [Stephen B. Leonard, now 
the property of James A. Archibald], 
a little: more than a mae above Owe- 
go. Krom that point it followed the 
river bank to Owego. 

“Wpon the other side of the river, 
the trail was uniformly directly upon 
the’ bank, except. where, to avoid 
curves, the distance was.shortened by 
folowing a more direct line. Both 
trails are described as having been 
wide enough for the passage of horses, 
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with packs, cattle, ete., and in many 
Places interposing no obstacles to 
Wheeled vehicles.” 

The Indian cwrail on the north side 
olf the viver extended along the river 
bank down to the Owego ereek at its 
inouth, crossing: the creek and follow- 
ing the river bank down through the 
tami ol Tioga: to: the “Warrows’’ ‘at 
‘Mega Centres’ o Ve mouth of the: 
Oweeu creek is now about three times 
u3 wide as. it Wus then, and it -was 
easily jorded. ' 

This tidian trail was the first road 
used by the earliest scttlers at Owego: 
‘who biilt their houses on the north 
side of the trail, with: woods. in. the 
rear of ‘thelr’ dwetings. “The houses 
lronted On the river and the Indian. 
trail wis, between. them and = the 
stream. After Front street had been 
laid oul as a road west of where the 
river bridge is now the Indian: trail 
remained and was for several years a 
beautiful walk. 


Along this trail on the river fiat in 
the town of Tioga farm houses were 
built aud the places where they stood 
are indicated by the shallow’ wells 
Which supplied the families with 
water aud which still remain. 


Anoticr Indian trail was the “Gay- 
uga lake’ trail.’ It entered the north 
part of the present village of Owego 
and estended direct to the river. It 
was neatly identical in its course with 
the strect now known .as McMaster 
street.: The two trails met each other 
on the bank of the river, near where. 
Mrs. .Eliza J. Pride’s residence is now. 
It is in this vicinity that the skeletons 
of many of the aborigines have been 
disinterred at various times. 
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As the country became settled this 
trail was gradually used: as a public 
highway and it was known as the 
hike, road, and the manic was: also 
applied later to that part of Main 
street as it extended from Mc Master 
street west across the Owego creek 
On its way to Athens, Pa. As late as 
hssu in deeds of property along this 
road in the town of Tioga it is mica: 
tioned as “the lake road.” 

The highway up Medlaster street 
was later callod the Caytiga road, aud 
it was also khoww as; Cayuga street 
ws Tate ps d807. -kticowas./ originally - 
opened to weconimodate lumbermen: 
whe: reached) the-viver oat, its foot. 
Gen. Anson Camp owned. at an carly 
(lay an urk Vard at the foot- of .this 
street, Where: vast. quantities of lum-- 
ber were shipped down the:river. 

“The Cayuga road was regularly laid 
out as avhighway dy bemiuch Brown 
and Ahijah Poster, eommissioners of 
highways, in 1806. That portion be- 
twecn May and Mront streets was 
sibsequently known as Chapel street, 
(so: called because the old Methodist 
church, then know as. °che chapel,” 
‘stood on the southeast corner of it 
and Main street. After the academy 
was built in this street, in 1883, the 
nune was changed to Academy: strect. 

McMaster street received its nane- 
in honor of daisies McMaster, the orig- 
inal owner of all the land on which 
the village is situated, who lived on 
the south side of Front street, near 
the Jower end -of Academy street. 
Phe old. village plot comprised ‘the 
vreater portion of lot number twenty- 
three in James McMaster’s “half 
township.” It Was surveyed by 
Amaziah Hutchinson, in 78S and 
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i7S9. and the survey was completed 
DY David Pixley, Jt., in 1789 and 1790. 
The western limits of the Village ex 
tended but a short distance west of 
the present Village park; -its castern 
limits were a little east of Paige 
street. Phe northern tier of lots. was 
south of where ‘Temple street now ‘is. 

When  Amaziah Hutchinson SUL 
veyed the. village plot. the preset 
Lake «strect was a narrow: road 
through the woods. In TSO? Hemrs 
Steward and Solomon Williams, com- 
lissionérs of highways, laid > out <a 
highway extending from the north end 
ot Lake street worth. It extended in 
a ditect line a little east of and nearly 
paranel with the) present North ave- 
nue (where there was thon no street) 
toa point a ttle north of Taleott 
ntireet at the south dine of Joseph andl 
Lenitel Browns jet. Thenee it ex; 
tended uorth where the present high- 
Way Pus. Lake street was then nar- 
rower thai 1 is. now, and ow each 
side of it was a@ rail fence. 

When tHutechtison’s survey was. 
made, Pront street was known somc- 
tintes as “the tain street,” sometimes 
“as “Water street,” and also as “the 
Pa 179d, il Was nade into 


d9> 


river road 
a highway, and not. a_ particularly 
straight one. 

The street now known as. Main 
street first extended from Lake strect 
“West to McMaster street). it was 
sometimes kKnowh as “Second” street 
and also as ‘Back’: street, it being 
back of Front street, the main high- 
way. Main street and its extension as 
wv highway into and. through the town 
of Tioga was not then in existence, 
and its present course was .then cov- 
cred with woods. and brush. When 
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William Pumpelly;: surveyed the ex- 
tension. of this street east the ground. 
was so covered wilh thick underbrush’ 
that he had considerable diiculty in 
cutting his way through it. 

The only: streets at Owego at .that 
tithe were the road alone the river 
bank, the -Cayugia “take trail (MeMas- 
ter street), Back street, and the high- 
Way from Luke street north, Vag 

When Amazinh Hutchinson made 
his survey of the village in 1788-0 a 
street, or lane, was laid out between 
the lots in Front street now occupied 
by the residences of Noward J. Mead 
and J.. @. Kenyouy. This lane crossed 
Back street and extended as far north 
AS Where "Pempde street Is mow. The 
street now known as Paige Street, @X- 
tending tron. Bront street north as 
far as. the present ‘Temple stveet, was 
ulso dnid down on Uiis Map as a Jane. 
These lanes and, the strects already 
monutioncd were the ouly oues in the 
settlement previous to the year 1800. 


fi JS02 the road extending from the 
north end of what is how l.ake street 
to: near VPaleott street Was discon- 
tinued as a public highway and a new 
road Was opened, Which afterward be- 
eae successively known as the Owe- 
evo und Ithaca turnpike, Ithaca street, 
and North avenue... The next. year a 
bridge was built across the Owego 
creek, and- all the travel trom Owego 
west went by fiack. street, the old 
river road havine been abandoned. 

he. old “Owego and Ithaca Turn- 
pike Road Company” was incorporated 
by an act of the legislature, passed 
April 6, ISOs. Its directors were 
Mason Wattles; John. Hollenback, 
Lemuel Brown, Mleazer Dana, Charles 
Pumpelly, <dohn HH. Avery, Nathan 
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Camp, Jabez Brown, John. ° Smith, 
Archer Green, Mleazer Smith, and 
others. The turnpike was surveyed 
by Richard W, Pelton and Taid out by, 
Gen. Jolin’ Tillotson and Col. Llenry 
loom, two of the Commissioners ap- 
pointed by the governor of the state. 
lor that purpose. The ‘date of. ‘the 
survey was April 18, 1808. The stock 
of the: company consisted of 2.000 
Heres Of S20) each: ONE Daa, Mr. 
Avery, and Joba Smith were appoint: 
ed by the aet a committee to receive 
Subseriptions. 

The rates of toll established were 
as follows: For every wagon with 
two horses, or oxen, twelve and one- 
headf ecits, and three cents for each 
Hdditional anitial, for every -one 
horse eart, six Gents: tor every coach, 
couches, phaeton or curricle, with two 
horses, twenty-five cents; for every 
sulky, chair, ellaise: or other ‘one 
horse pleasure carriage, twelve and 
one-half cents; for every cart drawn 
by {wo oxen, eight cents, and four 
vents for-- each . additional ox; for 
every horse and: rider. or led. horse, 
four Gesats; for every sleigh or sled, 
Six cents: for every seore of horses, 
Cutthe or mules twenty “cents, or of 
hogs .or. sheep, six ‘cents; and = for 
every two horse. stage or wagon, 
twelve and one-half cents. 

The Owego terminus of the = turn- 
pike wis Main street, now the foot of 
North avenue. The original intention 
of the turnpike company had been to 
enter Owego by the Cayuga lake road 
(McMaster -street.) At) that time 
there were two taverns in. Owego. 
One—the Bates tavern—oceupied the 
site of the present. Ahwaga house; the 


other, the Laning tavern, afterward 
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known as. the Prankdin house, stood 
on the worth side of front street, near 
the Court street commer: » Capt.) lake 
Bates and Gon. john Laning were the 
respe chive proprietors of — the - two 
taverns. There was great rivalry, at: 
that time between the dwo houses, 
and each landlord- wanted: the road to 
terminate in the Vielaity of his house. 
The contest became so bitter that the 
turnpike directors 9 finally: © coipro- 
inised by fixing upon the present foot 
of North avehue, whieh was .about 
equally distant From each of the two 
taverns, as the ternninus. 

The first thrnapike gate. was. three 
and one-half miles nerth of ‘this vil- 
lage, in the (awn of Tioza. The next 
Wils Sinith’s . gate, ate the: “hall, way 
house,": in the tuwin of Gandor. About 
the year 1882, Geo. Bacon, of Owego; 
Horace Giles, of Spencer, apd Lucius 
Huiuphrey, of Condor, were the high- 
Way COMMUSSIONErs, appointed by the 
vovernor of the state. 

At that poviod the turnpikes had be- 
coute ib pad condition. A resident of 
the Montrose turnpike, Hwang  eSix 
niiles south of Owego, complained to. 
ihe commissioners of the bad state of + 
that tufnpike and called upon them to 
exalline dt, The result was that the 
commissioners tore down the gate ot 
the Montrose «turnpike, which gate 
wis four miles south of Owego, and 
SOON afterward threw the gates of the 
Owego and Ithweca turnpike open free 
to the public, and they were never 
afterward Closed. 

After the great fire of September, 
1849, an effort was made to have 
North avenue extended down to Front 
street, but there was such a bitter Op: 
position on the part of those owning 
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property ino Lake street, who kiuew 
that such extension would greatly de- 
preciate the Value of their lots, that 
the project Was abandoned. 

The next street opened Was the one 
how khuown as Koss street, which was 
laid out by Asa Canip and John Rk. 
brake, coumissioners of highways, 
November ©€8, T8112, and was for sev 
eral years kKnowh a (he “upper cross 
stveet.” it being then’ in the extreme 
fusterm Jiinits of the village. 

On ‘the’ 2hup of “February, 1821, a 
street KHowl as Bourth (now Foy) 
street was laid out’) by William Pum- 
pelly and bWlisha Bundy, conmiission 
pis. Of higtiways! As’: surveyed it 
crossed where’ Paige street is now 
and. coutinued on east for some dis 
tunice, and finally Cumned’ off diagonally: 
across the tots wntil it intersected 
Main street. | ie 

la TS TO, Lenitie! Brown and Abijalr 
Moster, Gomuimissionuers of highways, 
had laid out a road running from the 
river road to Back street, near where 
Paige street now runs. The road was. 
whbemdoucd in 1820, and that. portion 
of the street now ‘known as”) Paige 
street extending from Front: to Main 
street Was surveyed aid laid out. 

The village of Owego. Wwas- incor- 
porated by an act of the state legisla- 
ture April 4, 1827. On the 4th day of 
the following June, a meeting of free- 
holdevs was held at the old court house 
for the purpose of organization. 
Willian Platt and Kleazer Dana, jus- 
tices of the peace, held the election, 
and Izra S. Sweet. was appointed. 
clerk. James Pumpelly, HKleazer Dana, 
William A. Ely, Harmon Pumpelly, 
and Jonathan Platt were chosen trus- 
tees. ; 
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The trustees at ouce togk measures 
to put the streets in. good order, On 
July 28° A wiecting -of the taxable in: 
habitants was weain held at: the court 
house, when the trustees presented, an 
exhibit of the improvements whieh 
they deemed it) expedient to’ make. 
and the suin of $300 was voted for the 
purpose Of Tnproving the. streets and 
Inaking. sidewalks. 

The few strevts that had: been laid 
oul. were erooked and but Tittle better 
than Janes. Houses, which had been 
built befcre the street lines - were 
surveyed, were. in sdnie -instanees 
standing where the sidewalks were to 
run. These houses had to be removed, 
ustaHy agaist “the “wishes of the 
owner, and frequently not until after 
the aid of the law had been jnvoked— 
and in more thn one instance while 
theiy work was in progress, . builders 
were stopped, they having set their 
buildings hevond the street line. The 
Village streets were designated as fol- 
JOWws: 

The river road trom William street 
tu Koss street was. viemed Front 
street,.< The strest) which had. been. 
variously known as Back street, Sec 
ond street and Main strect was called 
Main street. {ii extended from Me. 
Master street to Ross street. i 

The street at the east end of the 
“Village, Which had been. known as 
“the upper cross street,’ was> named 
Ross street. i was so named in 
honor of Major Horatio. Ross, a mer- 
chant, who lived in the house, which 
is still standing on the southwest cor: 
ner of Front and Ross streets. At the 
time the street was first opened, in 
1812, the house was occupied by Dr. 
Samuel Barclay. This house was built 
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by Dr. Barclay, and was suecessively 
owned by Major Ross, Charles al- 
cott, Thomas Farrington, and Lieu: 
tenant B. W. Loring. 

That’ portion of Paige street ex- 
tending from HKront to Main streets 
“Was named Leonard street, in honor. of 
Stephen B. Leonard, who lived in a 
house which stood on the southeast 
corner Of that street and Front. street, 
and it was so called as Jate as (1837. 
From Main to Fox streets, the same 
street was called Paige street, in 
honor of Dr. Joel S. Paige, who lived 
on the northeast corner of Main and 
Paige streets. 

Dutch alley now. known as Church 
‘street, Was a narrow lane. It extended 
‘only from Front to Main street, and 
was named Church alley by the trus- 
tees. 

The old Ithaca and Owego turnpike 
road, pow called North avenue, was 
not then a street. : 

The street now called Lake street 
was named Ithaca street. The latter 
hame was afterward given to the 
street now called North avenue. 

There was for many years an ark 
yard on the bank of the river near 
the foot of the street now known as 
Willian street, on which account, 
probably, the trustees called that 
street Ark street. sale 

These were the only thoroughfares 
recognized as streets by the board Oi 
trustees. There were no. sidewalks, 
with the exception of narrow wooden 
ones in front of some of the stores, 
and the pathways, which were tre- 
quently on but one side of the street, 
were uneven, ungraded, and followed 
the natural course of the ground. 
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The linst sidewalks laid by order of 
the trustees were as follows: The en- . 
tire length of the north side of Front: 
street; -on the west side of Charch 
alley; on the west side of Ithaca (now. 
like) street; of the west side of the 
public square; on the north side of” 
Main street) from where the lot) on 
Which the new grade school building 
now stands to Mrs. John laning’s 
house, which stood near the present: 
corner of Maino street and Central 
avenue, and ou the west side of the: 
turnpike to the Presbyterian meeting 
house, Whieh stood where the present 
church now stands. But little atten: 
tion was paid. to the. order of the 
ivustees, and but few sidewalks were 
laid. The oniv ones. built were in 
‘front of the business places, and they 
were narrow and. constructed — of 
planks, laid lengthwise. 

Front street, from Church to Court 
street (was first paved with cobble 
stones ny the: -stimmeéer of “TS89 "by 
James Mrwin, of Smithville, Chenango: 
Co., Who also paved lake street in the 
fall.of the next year. - 

I the tal ot “1836, the *poard “or 
trustees decided to have a new. sur: 
vey and map of the village niade. 
Stephen Dexter came from Ithaca for 
that purpose and made ‘the survey 
and map. DT Moning his lines, . Mr. 
Dexter cut off in many instances laird 
from the door yards of some .of the 
property. owners, Which caused some | 
dissatisfaction. But his survey was 
correct and the street lines as now 
existing are in «acécordance with his 
map. The map was filed in the county 
clerk’s. office, whence it was borrowed 
or stolen, Many years ago. Mr. Dex- 
ter always believed that it was de- 
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stroyed by soime property owner who 
had suffered by his survey. 

Church alley was private property” 
until 1856, the land being owned by 
Charles  Pumpelly and Latham A. 
Burvows. They deeded. the’ property 
to the village as a public street in 
september. of that year, and “in con- 
sideratiou were’ exempted from all ob- 
ligations to make sidewalks or’ flag 
the slveetr, The name of the alley was 
at the same time changed to Church 
street.”. The extension of: Church 
street fvom Main street, to the Pres- 
_byterian ‘Church yard was afterward 
agitated, but it was not made until 
ieao. “he “Street Was surveyed: ‘and 
laid out -by Charles Kt. Coburn, who © 
was afterward a teacher in the Owego. 
academy, and subsequently state su 
perintendent of” sehools: in Pennsyl- 
Vana. 

Main street did not for many years 
extend farther edst than its present 
junction with Spencer avenue. Wast 
of that point the land was covered 
with scrub oak ‘trees. It was after-’ 
ward extended past Paige street to 
about where the Catholic church now .- 
is, ad .when the village was’ incor- 
porated its eastern termination was 
at. ats <fanetion® with« Ross street. — [t 
wis proposed, in 1837, to widen it to 
GG feet from Church street east, but 
as that would necessitate the removal 
of some of the houses owned. by 
Charles Piunpelly and others, between 
Church and Paige streets, it was made 
only 64 feet wide. 

Main street was extended through 
G. W.. Holeuback’s lots: to John 
street, June 17, 1850, and ‘from John 
street to the east bounds of the cor- 
poration, in April, 1854, and a street 
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Was at the saine tine ordered to be 
laid out from the east termination of 
the extension to the J.iste road. © Main 
street from MeAlaster street to the 
Owego creek bridge was not regularly 
laid out as a highway until June, LS3S, 
by. the CoMilssiouers “of highway of 
the town of Owego. 


In May, 18387; tlre trustees decided 
to open a-street three rods wide from 
North avenue’ two Paige. street. © The 
land was owned. by Charles) Pumpelly, 
who objected to having .a_ street 
opened through his property and re- 
hsed 10 Wore ss, seuces, . Owing, to. . 
his Opposition, the street was: ot 
opened until Jime, 1838, when the 
pathina ste r iv pursuance of orders, 
lore down the fences and - Temple 
street was opened to the public. 

This street was for several years 
known as Third street. [ts name was. 
changed to Petuple street in honor of 
dotham Teniple, a blacksmith, who 
lived a- little west, of where the brick 
school house in. Temple street mow 
stands. Temple's shop was on the 
west side of North. avenue, a. little 
south of Pemple street, bite 


Temple was cyidently something of 
a humorist. to an advertisement in 
the Gazette, dated April 25, 1839, an- 
nouncing that he had -purchased 
Samuel Babeoek's blacksmith shop, he 
signs his advertisement, “Jotham 
Temple, Anvil Organist for the Peo- 
ple. 


Temple street was extended from 
North avenue west to McMaster 
street. Jan. 24, 1858. At that time the 
land trom North avenue to Central 
avenue was like a deep. ditch and it 
required mnuch filling to bring the sur- 
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face up to a level with the rest of the 
S treet 

The old [tUhaca and Owego turnpike, 
Which was for @ time commonly 
known as Turnpike street, was, as has 
already been mentioned, called Ithaca 
stvect. In reciprocation, one of the 
principal streets in Ithaca was called 
Owego street. Mavel giehe42: ithaca 
slreet Wwus surveyed by Stephen Dex- 
ter, and ou the Sth of the same month 
its mnie was changed tu North ave- 
nue. In retaliation for the change, 
the authorities of Ithaca a few years 
allerward Changed the name of Owego 
street in Ithaca to State street. 

ba Lbs," the: board: of trustees, tou 
gratify a whim of br. James Wilson, 
who Wis the owner of several. brick 
stores in North avenue, changed the 
nanie of the street to Broadway. This 
ubsurdity was displeasing to nearly 
everybody, and the street continued to 
be called’ North avenue. The village 
HeWSpape rs invariably mentioned the. 
sobeck by its old name. »«-March 28, 
ISS1, a petition, requesting the restor- 
ation of the name of North avenue to ° 
the street, was presented to the board 
of trustes, and granted. 

Fox street was so named in. lonor 
of Capt. Sylvenus Fox, who lived at 
the southeast corner of that street and 
North avenue. In May, 1841, Stephen 
Dexter surveyed the street and re- 
duced: its width rem four to three 
reds... The: street, as then surveyed, 
extended from Paige street to the old 
Cayugu and Susquehanna railroad 
track, which extended down through 
the village a little east of where Cen-~ 
tral avenue now is. In 185! an un- 
successful effort was made to have 
the trustees extend Fox street east to 
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Crecu street. The street Was-not ex- 
tended west to McMaster street until 
1857. 

bog alley, sometimes known as 
llickory street, was. a‘cul de sae’ ex 
tendiug front Main street a few rods 
north. It was also sometimes called 
Duncan street ‘“fronr--the house ot. 
Willhtth lyunean being in the street. 
The name of Dog alley was ‘naturally 
unpleasing 6 the residents of the 
street, and in February, pS848, they ap 
pled to the village’ (rustces to. have 
the alley regularly laid’ out as a 
street. In connection therewith thes 
wanted another sireet opened, to ex- 
toud from the north eud, which was 
then where the Teniple street corner 
how is, east to the’ old railroad( now 
Central avenne), Nothing was done 
in the matter until Novefiber, 18906, 
when the alley Wis widened to 43 feet 
ghd: Hs -matie <haneged’ td. Liberty: 
street. “The: siteet was extended north, 
to Fox sireet dn August, 1867. 

John street from Main to Front 
strect was opened June 17,) 1850, 
hrough lands of George. W. Hollen- 
back, Who. nanred the street: in honor 
of his uncle, Jotin Hollenback, who at 
the thne.of his death was. the owney 
of qnuch of the lind in that part of 
the village. When Main street was 
extended from John street east, April 
17, 1854, Fulton street was opened. — 

Karn street was laid out in May, 
1858... Walnut street, now ‘known as 
‘Division street, was. opened in Sep- 
tember of the same year. The land 
for these streets was given to. the vil- 
lage by George W. Hollenback. There 
is, or was, another Division street in 
the western part of the village, ex 
tending from Main street near the 
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eleetvic light) plant north and nearly 
parillel with the canal that supplies 
the pliut With water power: 

VTinkhan street was opened froit 
North avenue to Spencer avenuc in 
May, J85b, and so nated in honor ot 
Samuel Standish Vinkham, who lived 
at ihe corner of that street and North 
avenue. April 23, 1856, the name was 
changed wo Chestuut street. — 


Forsyth street was a lane twenty- . 
four fect wide. When it was laid out 
asa Styveet May 4, 1857, it was wid- 
ened to forty feet. At the time the 
street: was laid out ‘Wlisha Forsyth 
had a@ crop of corn growing. on-a part 
of the Jaud which was required for the’ 
street, which land he had rented itor 
two. years. He released his claim ‘to 
the Jand on condition that the street 
should be named Forsyth street, and 
it was so named. 


Spencer avenue at ifs. south end 
COVeErs Whitt was for many years it 
large pound of water, supplied by a liv- 
ing spring. Theve had been a lane 
from Main to Feiple street, ‘a little 
east of {he present-avenue, which lane 
Was closed several years before the 
avenue. was opened. The land was 
owned hy Charles Pumpelly... The — 
portion of the present avenue extend 
ing. tron) Temple to Fox streets was 
for iiiuy years a lane two rods wide. 
KNOWL .s Furnace lane. This kine’ 
was s@.-called as. it. led to an ifon 
foundry, or furnace, which ‘stood. in 
Main street in the southwest corner 
Gf: What. is, gow the .MM.); By chureh 
property. "Chis furnaee was known as 
the Owego furnace and was conducted 
by Joel Smedley & Co. Burnace lac 
Was surveyed by Stephen Dexter ini 
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Jilly, 18538, and accepted as: a‘ street 
Ae. Tt, TSoe Re t 
At the north end of the Jane lived: 
several trish “Catholic Fuimilies, and 
dhe street Was named St. Patrick 
street, In honor of their patron saint, 
St. Patrick street was extended south 
froin Pemple street to Main street in 
May, ote and was made forty. teet 
wide, At a meeting of the village 
trustees in’ 1870 there was some talk 
. of changing the name of the street. 
Wakely Spencer, . the street. commis: 
sioner, happened to-be present, and, 
ws a joke, a A: Pest, one of the trus- 
tes, mnoved. that. its name slould be 
changed “oe, mpencer  wvenue. hes 
motiow Was seriously conusidered and 
adopted, aud the street his ever since 
been known by that mame. 
Previous to the completion of the 
New York and lrie railroad te Owego, 
in 1849, John Ro drake owned a large 
ahcant of land on both sides of the 
railroad extending from east of North 
wvenue to the Owego creck. He had 
previously had a map made and litho- 
vraphed, whiely was called, “°° A -May 
of Drake’s Reservation’ in the Village - 
of Owego.” On this maj his. entire 
property was laid out into squares 
wnd streets, lf was his intention to 
build up the village on what is known 
as “the ilats,” “but his design was 
frustrated by a-stroke of paralysis, 
Which rendered chim incapable oi 
carrying his intentions into execution. 
Yo all these streets except one he 
gave the nahres respectively of his’ 
son, his daughters, and a granddaugh- 
ter. The streets on this map extend: 
ing north and south were Arianna, 
Theodore, and Charlotte — streets. 
Those running east and west were 
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Adaline and Delphine streets: and 
West uvenue. All of these streets ex. 
@epe tlartiet, Arianna, and Theodore 
strectS were subsequently ~aceepted 
and laid out by. the village trustees. 
Adaline and Charlotte streets’ were 
released to the Vilage by judge 
Drake's” (eink: May, 12) 1864 West 
avenue Was accepted oMey Ud) Of the 
sane year, and Harriet. street July 
Ee MO Wee ig 1B 

A quit chatn decd of Delphine street 
(named in honor of Mrs. Harmon 
Pumpedly) was made by Theodore 
Drake to. the village in August, 1863. 
The street was regularly laid out Jin 
MEELY: (<7 2 

This. street, as surveyed began at 
worn: ayenne a. tthe south of © the 
United ‘states hotel and crossed the 
Ps he. Wo ralipodd track. In’ June oi 
the sane year a. petition, signed by 
v2 taxpayers, was presented to. the 
board “of trustees, praying that that’ 
part of the street between McMaster 
street und North ayenue night be 
opened to travel The, trustees, ac- 
cordingly, passed a resolution authoriz- 
Ing the opening of the street across , 
(he raikroad track. To prevent. the. 
carrying ito effeet of this resolution 
and in order to retain’ possession of 
the land, the railroad company ob- 
tained an injunction prohibiting such. 
extension until -the matter: might be 
legally settled. Soon afterward the 
company caused an engine house. 
large cnough to contain a locomotive, 
to be built in the centre of the pro 
yosed extension of. the street. The. 
street from North avenue to McMas 
ter street was, consequently, not regu: 
larly Gpened as a public street, bw 
several years later the engine house 
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was removed, and the street is now 
open for public use, — 

Mast Temple street was orighially 
known as Patch street, so-called on 
LecCount oh. Vidiothy  P: atch, an 
QwWweeo merchaht.owning’ land ia that 
street. ater its name was changed 
to Bell street, ia honor of Joseph C: 
Bell, who lived on the northeast ecor- 
wer OF that -imtect aad Paige street 
und who Was a member of the hoard 
af village frustees: tir TSt. : It was 
regularly latd, ofit as a street’as far 
8 GPeen Skreet: i AeRsSt, PSs, 
Green stteet was laid out at the same - 
time. th ebreay, 1s8s3, :Belt, street 
was extended frohy Green street east 
forty feet, and. thence across the rie 
railroad twacks: ta trie street in April, 
bss. The name ef the street was 
changed to Wast | Temple street. in 
1884, a majority. of the residents .of 
thut street. hiving presented. a peti- 
tion to the mustees asking for: such 
ehanuge. 

rie street Was laid out in January, 
iso, and «South - Depot. and North 
Mepot streets in May, 1851. J.ittle 
John street mamed in honor of judge 
Drake and so ealled to distinguish Ht? 
from John strect--was also laid. out in 
May. L8hdy te oo has been for - many 
years: generaliy. known as John’ KR. 
st ree ts, 
~ Central avenue occupies the ground 
where the ofd tthaca and Owego rail: 
voad ran previous to 1850... 1t was 
widened, surveyed, and laid out’as a 
street in May, 1862. 

Valeott street. so named in honor of 
{ieorge Talcott, who lived on its north 
side, near North avenue, and who 
owned the land through which it was 
opened, was laid out in August, 1862. 













Bye per if b 
a eek sae bagod Pid 2 ‘ 
Se eee syed HM, ct 








“ Pe ge 

i nk att A. 

: ual, Gaf 
} A Hai 
oe af ‘ania Hy, 
is i ital 





364 

fill street takes “its mame = from 
James: (till the owner of the land 
through whieh it was opened in May, 
ISTO. 

Kast avenue was known as ‘the 
mountain road?” Im TS840 it was laid 
out tos a highway by the coninission- 
ers of highways-of the. town of Owego. 
Phe voad was cut. in, the side of the 
bith hy Vatrick Geary. ‘AIL that. por- 
tion of this road lying within’ the vil- 
lage timiits was recorded as a street in 
Mobruary, 872, and named Hast ave. 
nue, 

The land through - which Mranklin 
street extends was owned by Gurdou 
Hlewitt the elder, who sold to Hiram 
A. Beebe the first building Jot on the 
east side of the street when it was” 
opened. Mr. Hewitt asked Mr. Beehe 
hi give hive street @ name, and as Mr. | 
Beebe was editur of the Owego Ga-- 
gelta: and @ printer, he «aamed~ the 
street Hrauklin street, in honor of that 
lustrions member of the craft, Ben- 
jaunin i iianklin. 
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The Military tlisitory of the Village 
for Sixty Years from the Organiza- 
tion of Tioga CGounty in 1791 to 
1850, with Some Account of the 
Commanding Officers from Col. 
Samuel Tubbs to. Col. Nathaniel, W. 
Davis, together with Notes of the 
Days of the Old General Trainings. 


The first act Creating astute militia 
in the stale of New York was entitled 
anuoact “for the better regulating the 
militia of the colony of New York” 
“dud Was passed by the lepistature and. 
became a hiw April) 1, F774. This act 
required all able-bodied wile citizens 
between ‘the ages of [6 and 50° years 
to be enrolled from and after the first 
day of the following Maw under pel 
alty of five shilliies: for uy. persou 
Who should nol be so enrelled and 
{hiree shillings udditional for every 
nionth such person should remain un- 
listed 


A New ingland stilling was equiva- 
lent in valne to twelve and. one-half 
eonts. dn Owego business imen gener: 
ally kept their «ecounts. in shillings 
aud sixpenees and marked the selling 
prices of their goods in this currency. 
This continued until the breaking out 
of the ¢ivil wir in 1861,. when -the 
vreat-amount of paper eurrency in de- 
nominations of tvom five to seventy- 
five cents issued) by the government 
placed) a preniiwy on silver causing 
it to be withdrawn entirely from trade 
and most of it-went into the melting 
pot. In those days half ‘dimes, dines, 
aud quarters were few in comparison 
with the sixpences, shillings, and two 
shilling pieces, which by continuous | 
use had become worn so thin that the 
lettering, ete., on them had been ob- 
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literated and they resembled ~ smatt 
dises of white metal whore then money. 

The act of 1775 provided that militia 
companies should be ordered. out for 
exereise once in each year, and that 
the nuanber of treops to each company 
should be filty. At that time mueh ot 
this state had not been settled by white 
people and. there were only. sixteen 
counties in the state. — 

rom. 1777 until 1822 nearly every 
Civil, military, and judicial officer. of,. 
the coumouwealth in this state was 
ippointed bya body of “four nich, 
knowh as the Council of Appointurent. 
This council was, composed of one sen. 
ator tyoni each of four — distriets, 
known, respectively, us the southern, 
Hiiddie, eastern, and western district 
The senator fron cach district was 
openly hominated and, appointed’ each 
year by the assenrbly, no senator be- 
ing cligible two years suecessively. 
The overher was a invember’ of this 
council and authorized to act as gene- 
ral and commander-in-chief of alk the 
militia and also. as admiral of the 
navy... inmense power was wielded by 
this-body and it became an irrespon- 
sible, powerful, avd offensive political 
witehine. It finally became so unpop: 
vlar with the people that it was 
ubolished in 1821 by the constitutional 
convention without a dissenting voice. 

Phe vank of colonel was abolished 
iy Gaeei by act of: the Jegislaiture and 
provision made that each (regiment 
should be commanded by three field 
officers, a lieutenant-coloncl cOonl- 
mandant and two majors. The -licu- 
tenantecolonel commandant continued 
as the ranking officer: all through the 
war of 1812 and until 1816, when a 
new law was passed specifying that 
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euch regiment, should be commanded 
by a colonel & lieutenant-colonel, aud 
Oe viajor, binder the new law the 
licutenant-colou: li became colonels, 
and the tirsf imajors. became lieuten- 
Att Colonels. 

The next act, passed ‘in 1786; “to 
regulate the militia’ provided. that 
every able-bodied white wale citizen 
between 16 and A years, with certain 
exceptions, should be enrolled for iili- 
rany duty within three roonchs and 
Uitist provide liniself at. his OWL ex- 
pense with “a xood musket and’ fire- 
lock, a sufficicat bayonet ‘and holt, a 
pouweh with a bo. therein to contain 
not Jess than tweuty-four eartridges, 
two spare flints, a blanket, and koap- . 
saek and shall dppear so armed, “ae: 
coulred. when called out tO exercise 
or duty, excepr when called out to ex- 
oreise only, Ue may appear without 
Dlanket and knapsack.” OCoimmissioned 
olieers Were required to be armed 
Witty “a “sword: or” tawreer “and an 
espontoon.” — 

The militia Was required to rendez- 
¥eus . four tines “a year: for - training 
ard discipline, iwiee by. companies, 
oiee by veg iments and ounce by bri- 
gades. For noneppearance at a gen-- 
Cral ‘training a won-commidssioned: offi- 
eer or private was fined twenty shil- | 
lings for each day of neglect to appear 
tit the brigade rendezvous, and eight 
shillings at a. vegimental or company 
parade, and if vat armed and equipped 
aecording to liw,one ‘shilling for every 
deficiency,and for appearing without a 
niusket four shillings. Quakers were 
exempt from military duty on payment 
of forty Shillings a year. 

The uniforms of general Officers 
were dark blue coats with butf fac- 
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Mies, Linkies, colhkws, and euffs;. yel 
low buttons, and bulk underelothes. 


Kegiinental officers wore. dark blue: 
Couls With white linings and white 
buttons, 


| Nou comniissioned officers . and "pri: 
yates Wore dark blue coats with white 
linings, and stat officers dark blue 
eouts With buff collars and linings cud 
yellow buttoas., 

Tioga county. was erected jn .1791 
{rota “\Montgomery eounty. May 8, 
i792, Cohgress passed an act establish- 
ng # Ubtiorn: militia throughout the 
United States for the nutional defence. 
The law provided that within one vear 
attetr ons passage. every free able. 
bodied white mak: Gitizen of .the. sev- 
eral states and resident therein of the 
age of cighteen years and under: the 
age of Torty-five Years, must be. en- 
roned: hy the ecaimmandant of - tlre 
Ccormmpaly ino Whose Company district 
he night reside. The law also made 
it the duty of the commanding officer 
that every muster, whether by. batl- 
tilion, rogiment, or single company, to 
‘ause Che militin to be exercised and . 
(rained agreeable (o the rules and ‘dis- 
Gipline -approved and established by 
Cohgress. All subsequent state militia 
legislation wits for many years based 
Ole this aat of 1792. 

Soou after the passage of. this act 
Goy. George Clinton formed the mi- 
litia of ‘Viega county into one regiment 
and two battalions and appointed Siaiu- 
uel Tubbs Heutenant-colonel —com- 
wandaut, Col. ‘Tubbs had in 17389, 
been major of three companies of mi- 
litia in the town of Chemung, then in 
Montgomery county and in 1791) in 
Tioga COUNLY. 
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Oringh Stoddard, of the town of 
Linion, Broome county, was appointed 
Major comumndant of One -of the buat- 
tihons and Benjamin Hovey of the 
vther. In mayor Stoddard’s battalion 
one of thee coupanies was coniposed 
wt Owego bien under @aptain Luke 
Bates and another of residents of the 
town of Tioga wader captain Saniuel 
hiunsout. 

bi Vigo hyelor  “Bovey’s” ‘battalion 
Was dormed ito a regiment, compris- 
Ing the militia residing casterly of the 
Chenango: river and- the Tioughnioga 
branch thereot north of the town of 
Chenango. Major Hovey. owas —- pro- 
fhioted ta Hentonant-eolonel command: 
ant of the new regiment, 

In: 1297 ie inilitiaof Tioga county 
was formed ito a brigade, of which 
Col. Oringh Stoddard was appointed 
brigadicr-general. David “Pixley,” of 
the town of Woga,succeeded Col. Stod- 
dard as Henvterotue-colouelr Commande . 
ant of Stoddurd’s regiment. 

fn 1802 Col, Pixley restzgiued his eo, 
hiission aid -sSAamiucl Seymour was ap- 
potated droutenant-colonel — commiuand- 
ant mo bIs place. 

In ISu7 Gol, Seymour resigned and 
Was succeeded by Asa Camp, of Cam) 
Ville. dh iso Col. Camp resigned and 
Jacob Swiartwood was appointed his 
SsuUCCeSSOr., 

This regiuent was in bSt2 known as 
the 95th regiment. Col. Swartwood 
was promoted. to brigadier-general of 
the Sth brigade of infantry in 1819 
to succeed Matthew Carpenter, - who 
had been protioted to major general 
of the 20th division, Composed of the 
50th and Sth brigades. George 
Fisher, of Spencer, suceeeded Col. 
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SwertwWood as coloiel of the 95th regi 
mvent. . 

Col Asa Camp, in | whose. homer 
Campville | Was ouanted, was bern in 
Rhode Island and came from Columbia 
county, N. Y., in i789 to. the town of 
Vestal, Broome county, and’ in 1792 
ranoved, 40 Apalachin..« Thenee he 
Weht to Campville, wheve ire built the 
frst tavern. io 1800. He wasia. ser- 
geant tu the revohitionary wary, and ts 
said to have been au Witness to Andre's 
execudiion and to have assisted in dig- 
‘pine tis grave... Wilkinson's SAnnals 
of Binghaviton,’ jutblished -in 1840 
neutlions Col. Canrp as one of the first 
setulers between Lnion und Owego. It 
WAYS. 

VAS fur fg. stilh Tiving, where; i 
is believed, he first settled; now very 
aged. dle served in the revolutionary 
wie, Mm the capacity of sergeant, foul 
years: conunanded at Port Frederick, 
on the Mohawk; aud with fifteen men 
in the fort ecfectually repelled two 
humded indians ind tories. . When a 
fag Was sent im for them to surrender, 
sergeant Calup sent. word back, ‘that - 
Yankees tived there, and if they got 
(he fort they must get it by the hard- 
est He wis ino tie battle at .White 
Plaius; wat in one battle on the sea, 
hear the banks ef Newfoundland, and 
was also at Valley Forge.” 

in New York in. the, Revolhiution,’’.- 
Asa Cauip's name appears in the list 
of men: hi Col. Philip VanCortland’s. 
2d regiment and also in Col. James 
Holmes’s dth regiment. 

Cok... Camp was. supervisor..of the 
town af Owego in 1817 and 1818 and 
held the office of justice of the peace 
and other town offices. He died at 
Campville July 17, 1848. 

In 1821 a new regiment was organ- 
wed itrony the 93th’ *.regiment. In 
Mareh, 1810, Oliver Huntington, of 
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Owego, Who had been quartermaster 
and afterward second major in Col... 
Asa Camp's regiment, was) appointed 
lieutehant-colonel commandant OF i 
new regiment, This . regiment Was 
known as the 53d reginvent’ and owas 
commanded by Vioga county mem du- 
ring Ws eNistences lt was apart of the 
fist brigade dn the ith division, state 
infantry. 

In 16T2: Cok Jluntington was. pro- 
moted to brigediomecneral of this: bri- 
wade, and  heutenant-colonel Anse} 
(loodrich, of Owexo, was promoted to 
succeed hint as colonel In 1816 Gen. 
Hluatington Was appointed sherif of 
Tioga county and resigned his com- 
niission, and Col. Goodrich was ay 
pointed te succeed: hin: as. brieadier- 
veneral of the dist) brigade. Gen. 
Goodriel was ti I8lS promoted to. me- 
jor general of the Lath division, which 
was composed of the coth and 41st bri- 
guides, and served vntil his) death” in 
pom eA ; 

John Lawine. of Owego, succeeded 
Gen. Goodrich as colonel. of the 53d 
regtiinent, aud Auson Camp, also. of 
Owevo, was. Appointed  lieutenant- 
colonel” bac dsSi9 Col. Laning was. pro- 
moted to brigadier-general of the 41st 
brigade, toa suceeed Gen. Goodrich, and 
Wijah Shoemaker, of Nichols, became 
colonel -of the 53d regiment. When 
Gen. laaning died, in 1820, Col.. Cam) 
Was appointed. to succeed him as 
brigadier-gene red. 

Iuxtended mention has already been 
made of Gens. tluntington, Goodrich, 
Laning, and Camp in the biographical 
part of these papers. 

Islijah Shoemaker was a son of Dan- 
jel Shoemaker, an early settler of the 
town of Nichols in 1797, and was born 


















ee princi | 
: OF Rosai i. sg oe 


ees anew ‘ boo. AE Rae a 

ap bial arnt aah ned “piesa web im 

Pi ae ee tibet AE ant | 

eas Va My Rena : EE ws Paria aah ahd 

ea pit Ave yt | 
paenaihe 





ne ai oly 
ae 40. es ik 


ry Me ; . eve ive 
tale ont 
‘pete itt die ¢ 





fi | ah’ eg 


372 

July 28, 1789.. He was a farmer. He: 
became a man of some importance in 
his town, and when he wes appointed 
colonel lhe held the offices of justice 
of the peace and commissioner of 
deeds. Hle was sheriff of Tioga county 
in 1825-8, and in January, 1892, he be- 
came a judge of the Tioga county. 
court. In 1844 he sold his farm and 
removed to Illinois, where he died the 
hext year. 

In January, 1828, a new militia law 
was passed by the legislature. The 
age for military duty was fixed at 
from 18 to 45 years, as before. The 
uniforms preseribed by the law were 
-the samme as United States uniforins, 
but round hats with feathers and the 
American cockade were deemed a 
part of the full uniform for a captain 
or a subaltern, and blue pantaloons at 
all seasons of the year were consid- 
ered a part of the full uniform. 

“The time for “training, discipline 
and improving in martial exercise” 
was fixed for companies on the first 
Monday in September at 9 a. m. and 
for regiments or separate battalions 
‘between Sept. T and) Oct. 15.. ‘The 
fine for non-appearance On a Company 
pavade was $2. for non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and privates, and 
for a regimental or battalion parade 
not less than $2 ner more than $0. 
Kor failure to appear when called into 
actual service the penalty was not 
more than twelve months’ pay nor 
less than one month’s pay. 

Joseph Belcher, of Berkshire, was 
appointed to . succeed judge Shoe- 
inaker as colonel of the 53d regiment 
in. January, 1832. ‘Im August, 18383, 
Samuel Rockwood, of Owego, who had 
been lientenant-colonel of the regi- 
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Jnent, was promoted to colonel. ol. 
Rockwood’ commanded the regiment 
until July; B37, when he was »suc- 
ceeded by Klijah Belcher. 


Joseph and f£lijah Belcher were 
brothers, sons of Joseph Belcher, and 
were born-.at New. Preston, Conn., 
Joseph inh 1724. and. blijah.. in; .1800. 
Khe family removed froin Connecticut 
fo Berkshire in. 1805... ln. early: life 
ilijah Belcher was a wool-carder and 
cloth-dresser and when 21 years. ,of 
age owned one-lalf of a mill in Berk- 
Shire: He afterward engaged in luin- 
bering and built and operated a = tan-_ 
hery and sawinill, -In 1834 he began 
a general mercantile business at New- 
ark Valley. later he manufactured: 
friction. Matches, and still later he 
made barrels, butter tubs, ete. Hle 
served three tceriis as a justice of the 
peaee. His first military appointment 
Was received troni Gen, DeWitt Clin- 
ton,: Who appomted him cornet of 
cavalry in 1807. ile rose -by proimo- 
tion to captain in 1829, to lieutenant- 
colonel in 1833, and to colonel in 1837. 
fn September, 1810, he became briga- 
dier-general of (he 41st brigade of in- 
fantry. dite died at Newark. Valley 
Dec. 21,1879. His. brother,,. Joseph 
Belcher, was supervisor of Berkshire. 
My ES3i: : } 


Col. Samuel Rockwood came from 
Glastonbury, Conn. He owned and 
conducted the red mills, north of this 
village. He sold the property to 
Jonathan Platt some time previous to 
1850 and removed to Belvidere, HL, 
where he engaged in: farming. His 
first wife was Augusta Goodrich, a 
daughter of Jeremiah Goodrich. She 
was one of the organizers of St. Paul's 
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ipiscopal church. She died Sept. 17, 
LS3Y. 

May 24, 1840, while. Klijah Belcher 
was still colonel of the 52d regiment, a 
new militia law went into effect. . By 
this act ‘the fine upon conviction for 
HOn-appearanee’ on pC neral training 
day was fixed ‘at not to exceed $1 and 
at a regimental or battalion parade at 
not nore than $2. 

-Benoni B.- Curry, Heutenant-colone | 
of the 53d regiment, succeeded. Gen. 
‘Belcher as ‘colonel’ in March, 1841. 
Nathaniel W. Davis was lieutenant- 
colonel under Col. Curry. Samuel A. 
Archibald was major,, Hammon .'‘I). 
Pinney adjutant, Dr. Cornelius H. Cole 
Guatternvister;’ ‘ant Dr: Horatio. N. 
Kastinan surgeon. 

Dr. Cole was an army. surgeon. in 
the civil war. in Gen. Howard’s ,11th 
worse!) “He afterward “lived. at’ She: 
shequin, Pa. ii 

Col. Curry was a tailor. He was 
born in Orange county in 1799 and 
came to Owego in 1824. In 1854 he 
removed to Manitowoc, Wis., -and 
thence in 1866, to Pleasant Valley, N. 
J., where he died Jan. 19, 1875. 

Dr. Hiram N. Kastman was born in 
Herkimer county,.N. Y., Aug. 17, 1810. 
He graduated in 1838 from Fairfield 
medical college and began the prac- 
tice of medicine at Candor. In Jan- 
uary, 1840, he removed to Owego. He 
lived here until December, 1861, when 
he went to Geneva, N. Y., to, become 
professor of Materia Medica at Ge- 
neva college. In August, 1879, he was 
appointed lecturer on Materia Medica 
and Hygiene at the University of Buf- 
falo..)\In Oct, 1874, he ‘returned to 
Owego where he lived until his death 
on Oct. 7, 1879. | 
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Nathaniel W. Davis succeeded Col. 
Curry as colonel of the 52d regiment 
in July, 1842, and commanded | the 
regiment during the rest -of its ex- 
istence as-a military body. 

Another militia law was passed by 
the state legislature May 3, Ids4b, 
dividing the state into eight military 
divisions districts, aecording to popu- 
lation, and -providing thatthe major 
general highest in rank residing with- 
in the bounds of any such division - 
should divide the division into two 
brigade districts, aecording. to popula- 
tion, and cach brigade district into— 
four regimental districts, each regi- 
mental district to be divided by the 
colonel highest in rank into elght; €or; 
pany. districts. Officers then in com- 
Mission Were to be connmanding of- 
ficers > aid caghen..< there i was. aay 
equality im rank lots were to be drawn 
to decide who should remain in com. 
mand. Wvery oflicer and private was 
required .- to’ provide hinrself with a 
complete uniforin. 

One. parade was established in every - 
year for six consecutive days, by bat- 
talion, regiment, or brigade; and all 
other company and regimental ja- 
rades required: by the. previous haw 
were .by this act abolished. "The. pa- 
rades. were’ to be held. between Aug. 
15 and Nov. 1. in. each year, on any 
Monday = therein. Thre, penalty — for 
neglect to appear was the forfeiture 
of annual pay and. also the payment 
of $2 for every, day for such neglect. 

The number of men for each con: 
pany was fixed at not more than 65, 
including all officers, musicians, and 
privates. Commanding officers were 
authorized to prohibit. the sale of 
liquor within one mile of the parade 
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and also hucksters, auction sales; and 
gambling. 

Vhe act provided that every person 
who should pay 75 eceats to the col- 
lector of taxes on or before the-day of 
the aunuaf parade should be exempt 
from military duty during the year 
for which the amount was paid. The 
pay, When engaged in full uniform, 
was fixed as follows: Non-commis- 
sioned§ oflicers, musicians, ‘and pri- 
vates.$1 each day; commissioned of- 
ficers below the rank of captain Blo Z2o1, 
commanding officers. of | companies 
$1.50; field officers below colonels 
$1.75, and commanders. of regi- 
ments $2, 

li 1847 the 20th brigade in the oth: 
division was commanded by brigadier- 
general’ Hphraim Robbins, Jr. .The- 
43d regiment in that brigade was 
commanded by Col. J. C.. Robie, of 
Union, and the 44th regiment by Col. 
Nathaniel W. Davis, of Owego. 

In August of that year Gen. Rob- 
bins established the following bounds 
of the 44th regimental district: “The 
county of Vioga and all that portion 
of the county of Broome south of the 
Susquehanna river and west of the 
Chenango, and all that portion: of the 
town of Greene in the county of Che- 
bango west of the, Chenango river.” 

‘In September, 1848, Col. Davis 
divided his vegimental district. into 
eight company districts, according to 
population, as follows: 

Co. A. The town of Owego, except 
that portion of the town stiuated east 
of the Apalachin creek and south of 
the Susquehanna river. George May- 
hew, of Apalachin, captain. 

Go. B. The towns. of Tioga and 
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Nichols. Stephen Hollister, of ‘Tioga, 
Captain. 

Co. C. The towns of Barton’ and 
Speneer.. John |. Sawyer, of Barton, 
Captain. | 

Co. bi The towns of Candor and 
Newark VauHey. Lewis Strong, of 
Candor, captain. 

Co. I. The town of Union and that 
part of the town of Chenango situated 
west of the Chceuango river and north 
of the Susquehanna river. Marshall. 
Delano, of Maine, captain. 

Co. FY The ° town of. Vestal and 
-that part of the town. of Conklin west 
of and south of the Susquehanna 
river, and all that part of the tow of 
Chenango situated south of the Sus- 
quehanna river and all that part of 
the town of Owego situated east of 
the Apalachin creek and on the south 
side of the Susquchanna river. John 
Rounds, of Vestal, captain. 

Co. Gi Pine towns of Richford, 

Berkshire, fuisle,  cand.-' Nanticoke. 
Wzekiel D. Smith, of Berkshire, cap- 
tain. é ; 
Co: JAetpb he: teomns ~ ot, Tainngtle, 
Barker, and all that part of the town 
of Greene situated west of the Che- 
hango river. Myron A. Hollister, of 
Chenango Forks, Captain. 

‘This regiment continued in \€xis- 
tence until 1854. The disbandment of 
the militia at this time was largely 
due to the provision of the act of May 
13, 1847, which exempted from mili- 
tary duty every man who should pay 
on.or before August first in each year 
to the town. collector | seventy-five 
cents. The escape trom military duty 
Was:so Cheaply purchased that nearly 
every one availed himself of the op-— 
portunity to shirk what bad become a 
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disagrecible task and the days of the 
xeneral Wainings were soon at an end. - 

An ineffectual attempt to organize a 
conipany of amilitia at Owego was 
made in 1sos8. A imeeting was held at 
the Aliwaga house for the purpose ot 
organization. Gitbert C. Walker, who 
after the civil war became goveruor 
Of Virginia, was president, James C. 
Wright secretary, and Gurdon G.: Man- 
ning treasurer. Col) Chas. W. Warren 
Was appointed drillmaster and = Dr. 
Jolin B. Stanbrough assistant drillmas- 
ter... The- Owego Cagzette of July 22, 
1SO8, urentions this revival of the wiili- 
tary spirit as follows:. .“A ‘military 
company has altoady been formed and 
WHL soon appear in. their beautiful 
equipage, properly otflticered and ready 
for niariial glory. - A roll dist for an 
artillery company Is about full and 
Will soon organize and become a_ per- 
Lnanent hiastitution among the military 
forees of the state.’ These companies 
progressed no further than the = tor- 
muitive period. | 

Cok Davis was Dorn May 10, 1807, at 
Weston, Conn. His: father, who was’ 
aw Mid ad Tarwer TEeMoved to. tlre 
town of Cathering, Schuyler county, 
Na Yay $820.) sol. Davis studied: law. 
in David Woodcock’s olfice at Ithaca 
and begin practice at Owego. in 1832 
fh partnership with his brother-in-law, | 
kevin S. Sweet. He- was a- village 
trustee i 1839; 1842, and 1847; presi- 
dent of- the village ih 1S8o9 and TS60: 
chief’ engineer of the Owego fire de- 
partment in 1846, 1858, 1859, and LSU; 
sutrogate of- Tioga eounty froni 1540 
to Is44, and member of assembly in 
IS44 and 18638. He died at Owego July 
27). ERT, 

During the civil war Col. Davis was 
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active in raising volunteers, although 
he took no part in field operations. He 
recruited more than 1,500) volunteers. 
May 3, 1866, after the close ‘of the 
War, he was appointed colonel to raise 
a regiment of infuutry of the national 
suard in the county. of Tioga, to be 
known as the 46th regimesat, 2Sth bri-- 
ginde, Oth ‘division. The county was 
divided into ten districts. Of these 
districts. the town of -Owego ' was 
divided into districts 1,2, and 8.: Phe 
town of Barton comprised district No: 
+, Candor No. 5. Berkshire and Rieh- 
ford No. 6, Spencer ‘No. 7, Nichols No. 
s Newark Valley No. 9, and Tioga 
No. 10. 

As (his was at the Glose of a great 
“war It> was supposed that much in- 
terest would bo manifested in| organ- 
iging a miilitary company, Dut the 
companies were not filled and the 
reshvent Was mot raised. 

fu his centennial history of. Tioga — 
county, Willian Fy Warner says | of 
Cok Davis: 
fe ERES) Sidley. my Dbehalk of) his 
“Clients was vemarkable. Once having 
entered upon a case he was untiring 
in its. prosecution. To him there was 
but one side to a case, nor did defeat 
by a court or jury convince bim that 
there might possibly be avother. He 
took his case to a higher court, all 
bristling with points of exception, and 
his brief contained full citations of 
all the eases directly or | remotely 
bearing. upon the points. As a law- 
yer he stood equally well before the 
court and the jury, commanding the 
respect and attention of both.” 


In an obituary written .by George 
Sidney Camp and published in the’ 
Owego Gazette after. Col. Davis's 
death, Mr. Camp says: 

“No lawyer was ever truer: to -his 
clients. He only espoused their cases 
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with too much zeal—a. zeal so exces- 
sive that it sometimes served to blind 
his own perception and judgment... 
Thore was nothing small-featured nor 
diuinutive about him. He came. up 
Wholly sel-educated and self-trained, 
~ With an energy and force of will and’ 
Cliiraeter that subdued the opposing 
foree of early disadvantages. . . He 
Wis an exceedingly violent hater;. a 
bitter and rather remorseless enemys -— 
but avery slight advance toward con- 
ciliation often converted him, at onecc,’. 
front the position of antagonism and 
hoestility, into as ardent a friend.” 

liy April, 17938, a.new troop of horse 
wat formed in Tioga county in briga- 
dier-veneral Oringh. Stoddard’s — bri- 
gade, composed in equal proportions . 
from. the regiments commanded by 
Cols. ‘Vhomas tialdwin and David Pix- 
ley and from the battalion: commanded 
by wmajory Wm, Whitney. Vincent 
Mathews, ot Elinira, was appointed 
Citp ribo. wR 

sume account of Col. David Pixley 
has becn given in the biographical 
part of these papers. Gen. Oringh 
Stoddard settled one mile east of 
blooper, Broome county. He was one’ 
of the five conmnissioners, appointed 
in 1779 by. the Boston. company to 
treat with the Indians in regard to 
the tract of 280,400 vacres of land 
known as the Boston ten towuships, of 
Which purchase he was one of the pro- 
prietors. He was.a. brother of judge 
James Stoddard, who came to this 
part of the state at about the same 
tinie und settled in the town of Lisle, 
and who was appointed first judge ot 
Brovunre county in ll. Gen. stod- 
dard’s ‘son, Briant Stoddard, was an. 
associate judge of Broome county and 
a member of the assembly in 1825. 

Col. Thomas Baldwin was born Feb. 
23, 1755, at.Norwich, Conn. At the 
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breaking out of the revolutionary war 
he joined the American army as a pri-* 
vate in (Gen. Morgan’s command aud 
served seven years, participating in 
many battles aod skirmishes. He was 
present at the surrender of Corn- 
Wallis at Yorktown. After the war heé 
emigrated with his father’s family to 
the Wyoming valley in Pennsylvania, 
whenee they were driven at the time 
of the massacre... After the massacre 
he joined Gen. Sulfivan as a scout, was 
breveted ‘ensign for meritorious . ser- 
viee, and fought in the battle of New 
Town, where he was wounded. He 
died at Vinita, Jan. 14,°°1810: ~ Col. 
Baldwin in 17S9 was appointed a cap- 
tain for the town of Chemung in lieu- 
tenant-coloncl Samuel. Tubbs’s  regi- 
ment, and in. 1792 was promoted. to 
first major. In 1797 he was appointed 
to suceeed Col. Tubbs’ as Heutenant- 
colonel commandant and served until 
1s0c. 

“Gen. Vineent Mathews came from 
Orange county, N. Y., to New Town 
(mira) -about the year 1789, and was 
the first lawyer there. Ile represent- 
ed Tioga county in the. asembly of 
1794-5. He was the first state. sena- 
tor chosen to represent the western 
district of New York and served from 
1796 to 1803. He was also distriet at- 
torney of the seventh district from 
1813 to Leib: ba 1809 he was elected 
fo congress, bh Ts20 he removed to 
Rochester, where he died. In 1792 he 
was adjutant in lieutenant-colonel 
Samuel Tubbs’s regiment. In 1798 he 
was appointedcaptain of the new troop 
of horse, and in 1800 was promoted to 
major of the second squadron of cay- 
alry in the counties of. Ontario, Steu- 
ben, Tioga, Onondaga, and Cayuga. 
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In’ (S00 he became lieutenunt-coloncl 
commandant of the 10th regimeut, and 
in dtd brigadier general of the first 
brigade ol cavalry, and remained. in 
comiaid until his death in S20, 

fn April, 1800, an -act.-of the legisla- 
ture-arranged the’ military of the. state 
ito five divisions. Tioga was one ot 
the nine counties in the fifth division. 
The eavediy In the Fifth division was 
divided into two squadrons, the second 
of whielr was ‘eonposed of Ontario, 
Steuben, Tioga, Onondaga and Cayuga 
counties, commanded by major Vin 
cent. Mathews. 

Tie toliowing. is the roster of a cuy- 
airy ~company organized cin. Tioga 
County in is0?, copied frome the origi 
nal which is sill in existence: | 

“We whose 1aties are hereunto sub’ 
seribed do enlist ourselves and hereby : 
became mreinbers of the troop in the 
Second squadron of the Fifth division 
hy te Cava ed the state, of New 
York. coxvumanded by Capt Joshua 
Whitney, and <n ull things conforit: 
ourselves to the rules, regulations, and 
restvictions pointed out by the act of 
the Leeislature of the state of New 
York organizing the militia of the said 
state, 
Gatti deb ALT. TS0T. 


Awson-Camp Pdiund Palemere 
Joanes Putiells Joel Gaylord 
Gilets See ke -* Joseph Berry 
lias MS Pe wyaata j William: Bell 

© Whgah Shoemaker Daniel Huntington 
Andrew Puvas Joel Rich 
Charles Vis dor W. M. Llorton 
Jolu Sthaarak er “Jno AM. Roe 
James [lerrick Stephen Perris 
Benjamin Shoemaker Alfred Scofield 


Jos, Be Nutter, ‘Prumpeter 

Capt. Joshua Whitney caine in 176 
froin ttitiside, Columbia county, N. Y., 
to Binghanrton with his father, whose 
manre Wits also Joshua Whitney. Capt. 
Whitney was a merchant at Bingham- 
ton. In 1798 he, was appointed first 
lieutenant of the cavalry conipany ot 
Which Vincent Mathews was captain, 
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In 1807 he became captain .of the 
troop in the Second squadron of the 
bighth regiment of cavahty.. tie was 
promoted in 1810 to coloue! of a new 
regilent of cavalry known as the 138th 
regiment. 

In 15/0 when Joshua Whitney was 

promoted, John H. Avery, of Owego, 
succeeded him as captain of the eav- 
alry company and served until 1817,- 
when he was appointed major of a 
new regiment of cavalry, to be organ- 
ized from part of the Mighth regiment 
aid consisting of the troops in the 
counties of Broome, Chenango, Cay- 
ga, and Cortland and to be denomi- 
nated the Thirteenth regiment of cav- 
alry. 
The cavalrymen ‘wore dark = gray 
eoats, and caps with leather sides and 
bearskin tops and they earried swords 
in steel scabbards. 

The first campany ot artillery. in 
‘Moga county was organized at Owego 
in 1810. . Tt was the first battalion of 
the Sixth regiment. David Mening, j 
of Flemingville was captain, Samuel 
W. Avery, of Owego, first lieutenant, 
and Noah t.yman second leutenant. 
ly I8t2Z Capt. Meming weut to fight in 
the army and Mx. Avery succeeded 
hin as Captain and served until 1815, 
when he vesigned and was succeeded 
by Daniel Brown. ai 

Capt. Mleming came from Newton, 
N. J., and:settled in the town of Nich- 
Ols in 1806, removing thence two years 
later to Flemingvile. In the war of 
1812 he was captain of the third com- 
pany of the Third regiment of heavy 
artillery, and .established a recruiting 
rendezvous at Owego. 

The company was encamped in the 
village park under tents, awaiting or- 
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dors. “Phere Was “some complaint 
HiNONR farmers because the soldiers 
stole their chickens at night. Some 
chickous were stolen from the hei 
house of Jacob Swingle, a blacksmith, 
Who lived on the east side of the Owe- 
20 whd Ithaca turnpike, a few rods 
south of the Huntington ereek:. The 
second Ciliie that some soldiers visited 
his preuitses he shet at thes as they . 
were climbing a fenee. One. soldier 
was shot through the abdomen with 
buckshot, and. when the company went 
to join the army the injured man died 
at Binghuinton while on his way. 

fuoan advertisenient signed by Capt. 
Kenting; slated: Gets 3, ES92,. in the 
SAmerhan Warmer)’ the nahie of 
Which paper was a few years later 
changed ihe Owego Gazete, he. OFs 
(erred a bounty. of $16 for every able- 
bodied man trom 1% to 45 years of age 
who Would enlist in the United States 
service, in addition to imonthly wages 
and clothing, and when discharged af- 
ter having served five years the sol- 
dier was to receive three months’ pay 
additiona) aud 160 acres of land; and 
the: eOlulforting assurance was also 
given that in case of death the heirs 
.of the xoldior would be entitled to re- 
receive the extra pay and land. 

Capt. Fleming fought in several bat- 
tles, the fast of which. were those .of 
Kort George and Kerie. His son: Robert 
L. Flemibig, was 12 years old and .ac- 
companied. him as his waiter, and -he-- 
was a witness of these battles and 
those at Sackett’s Harbor. He also 
drove a team in his father’s company, 
and Was sometimes sent in pursuit of 
deserters. ; : 

Robert 1. Fleming was in 1885 elee- 
ted by a vote of the field officers briga- 
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dier-genera!l of the Yth brigade of New 
‘York state artillery, composed of regi- 
ments in: Broome, Cortland, Chemung,- 
Madison, Tompkins, and Tioga cotn- 
ties, and he held conunand nine years. 
In the civil war he assisted Col. Kane 
in raising the Bucktail: regiment in 
Iclk county, Pa., and accompanied the 
regiment io Washington. Gen. Flem- 
ing was sheriff of Tioga county .in 
1840. He died Feb. 26, 1877, at Flen:- 
ingville. ; 

Capt. David Pleniing's wife was a 
sister of Gen. John Laning. He died 
Feb. 4, 862, at Flemingvile. 

The uniforms of the gunners of the 
artillery company were black coats 
aid high hats, with brass plate and 
feather. 

Several years after the war of 1812 
ira Jobnson, a miller at the Canawana 
flouring mill, was captain of an inde- 
pendent artillery company. The wni- 
forms were blae, trinimed with yellow 
and red. Frank ‘Trunian was a. lieu- 
tenant in this company.’ 

The first cannon made at Owego was 
cast:at the old furnace in Main street, 
near Where Spencer avenue now is. 
There had been a cannon here owned 
by the state, but it was taken back to 
Albuny.. AS the time was near the 
fourth of July and there was no. big’ 
gun with which to eclebrate, some. 
men and boys raised funds to have a 
new @annon cast. This gun was..a 
three-pounder, about four. and one-half 
feet long, with a three or four inch 
mnuazzle and about eight inches in di- 
ameter at the butt end. It was not.: 
mounted on wheels, but was fixed on a 
block. 

At about this time the powder used 
at Owego was kept in ‘a small powder 
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hovwse woout eight feet square,- whicls 
stood in a field forty or fifty rods north 
of Maiw ptveet aud Opposite the mwortlt 
end of Loss street. i 

Another and larger cannon, Which 
Wes used for firing salutes on public 
oecasions, for Dany years Was drawn 
by breast traps that went around the 
showlitors of the. cn, who .. drew: -it. 
Sabmuel Winship aud Islisha” Forsyth 
were gunners for an artillery enim- 
piny and had charge of the gut. 

The @uiioun was used. tor firings sa- 
lutes on the fourth of July and other 
pubhe days and also-at political gath- 
eyines. In. USoe the capo. was 
ehoamied: hy both Democrats . aud 
Whigs. "Plie . Wigs were preparing ‘to 
fire i. aw the: viltage park. and . fhe 
Denvotrats tried. to prevent: them, le 
iMzekiel Lovejoy placed himself at the 
vole Of the Bua and ~ dared the 
Whigs to fire, ie Whigs finally suc.” 
eweded ih dviving the Democrats away 
and Heed whe cannon, white Kara 8. 
‘Sweet, ohe of the Whig leaders, stood 
OVE TG: 

Pheve ‘ave not many people now. liv- 
tng who rvomeniber the’-old days of: 
general -irnings at Owego, for. the 
haust general ‘trainiug was held more 
than sixty wears avo. A general train- 
ine wis the great holiday of the year; 
exceeding -in interost’ the celebration 
of tre fourth of: July. Ml 

The oillvers of ewch regiment were 
required to have a three days’ drill in 
the tmouth of August and the. com- 
panies had a day’s “eompany: training” 
after the. officers’ drill. . Then came 
the: “general training” in September. 
The colnpany trainings were: held at 
different places about the county, near 
Where the menibers lived. 
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The regiments were formed of eight 
or ten compantes-—-cach company 
uumbering from sixty to a hundred 
men. About one-half of the companies 
were uniformed ville companies—the 
other haif ununiformed militia, with 
rifles or muskets. These mikitia com- 
panies generally appeared dressed 
With the best they had, without re- 
gard to fit or color. 

The first general trainings Were 
held in the western. part of this vil- 
lage where the, electric light power 
house. is now. This was long before 
the hydraulic canal, or race, was built. 
juaiter the trainings were held where 
the Tioga county fair grounds and 
the land east of it are now. In those 
days there Were no houses between 
William street and the. Owego creek. 
Still later general trainings were held 
on judge Drake’s flats, north of where 
the Brie railroad now runs aud on 
Gen, Kleming’s tat at Flemingvile and 
in the town of Tioga where St.Joseph's 
cemetery is now. ! 

The last trainings were held on the 
ground in east) Main street where St. 
atrick's elvarch and the buildings 
west of it now stand and the lots east: 
of the chureh nearly to Ross street, 
on all of which Jots there ‘were then 
no houses; At that ‘time.Col. N. W. 
Davis was commmnnuder of the 44th regi- 
mieut. The last gcneral training of 
Col. Davis’s. regiment was at Union 
in October, L8dk.. 


General training day was the ex- 
citing military event of: the year 
Nearly every one abandoned his oceu- 
pation to be present. All) men 
between the ALES | ol '.46 .and” 45 
years were compelled to go through 
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intlitary: drill Ot else. pay il 
pol tax: ~Clergymen, men ‘holding 
civil offices, drivers Gt wail couches, 
ferrymeti, college and theologicul stu- 
dents, aud: professors were -exempt 
from military diis The trainings 
were fh Soplenber and October, whe 
the eider-season was open. Marmers 
browght ‘barrels of wew Cider, tapped 
tem: “ak: did) ‘ao rushine- business, 
while hucksters. gathered to, sell cider, 
gingerbread Apples) ROMNEY Ete tO Vis: 
itors; ‘Yiauy of whonr brought thot 
lunches. klawkers -also sold razors, 
tinware, er: 
At these trainings there were a row 


« 


companies of uniformed riflemen, but 
the great’ fnass of soldiers’ appeared 
ih whatever var) thes phoased, but 
were required to carry a tiusket or a 
rifle.’ Sometimes youne fellows would 
Carry’ brooinsticks wud pilchforks i 
sti ad oof vuns, in order to make then. 
BClves ridiculous, which resulted il 
their) paying fines, but they did not 
hlind: that so long as they had their. 
lin. Sometimes follows from. the ru- 
ral districts calling themselves “Raga- 
uit” and the “Slab Raft company’: 
would burlesque the . whole thing, 
dressed in, all sorts of tattered: cloth- 
lige and dilapidated hats, earrying old 
pitchforks, rakes, scythes, broonis, 
and: dilapidated umbrellas, with some- 
fiunies a flintless <musket. They 
mMarehed in awkward order, | some 
bare-footed, ino a go-as-you-please way. 
ind Went through anilitary evolutions 
in. a Manner suitable to their appear- 
nee): A aay Of hilarious skylarking 
was generally. ended in an evening. of 
stil] greater: hilarity; in. whieh the 
“flowing bowl’ was “tossed” ad libi- 
tuum. 
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At a general training in 1834 or 
1835 a sham battle was fought on the 
field east of where the ‘Tioga county 
fair grounds now: are between a com- 
pany of gray coats and an artillery 
company. The two. companies were 
drawn from the regiment and the rest 
of the regiment were spectators. 

The review at general training was 
made by the reviewing officers riding 
down the front of the regiment from 
the right to the left, the troops stand. 
ing in single file, the regimental offi- 
cers in front, the cavalcade passing to 
the left of the line and turning to the 
rear of the line returned to the right 
and to the centre of the line and 
formed in single file facing the sol- 
diers, the generals advancing -a short 
distance ‘in front of their staffs. — 

The soldiers were then formed imto 
platoons and marching from the right, 
passed the reviewing oflicers, the Jau- 
sic leading. Mach officer saluted with 
his sword as he passed the generals— 
and each, platoon presented arms. 
The review being completed, the col- 
onel performed several evolutions with — 
the regiment to show that it had. 
been properly trained. The regiment 
acted as escort to the reviewing offi- 
cers on their return to headquarters 
in the village. 

When the review was finished ranks 
were broken and soldiers and specta- 
tors swarmed into the village,the busi- 
ness streets of which were filled with 
a solid mass of people and peddlers’ 
carts. 

There were 10. brass bands for regi- 
ments in the country in those days. 
The music was furnished by a martial 
band, composed usually of about eight 
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bass-drums,: fifteen snare-drums, and. 
fifteen fifes. ies 

One of the independent rifle com — 
panies in Owego was organized in the: 
spring of 1825 from:-yotung men in the 
53d regiment by Stephen T.Smith,who 
eame here from Orange county and 
who was landlord of the old Franklin 
house in IFront street that year. He 
had a fencing school, and fencing ex- 
ercises were held in the village park. — 
He also excelled as a snare-drummer. 
The uniforms of his rifle company 
were green. The advantage in joining 
an independent company was. that 
members were excused from serving 
on juries, and after fifteen years’ ser- 
vices were exempt from all military 
duty. 

Capt. David Nutt was for ten years 
captain of the company whose green 
coats were trimmed with yellow. 
Charles Deuel, of Catatonk, also 
raised an independent rifle company. 
The uniforms were blue coats and 
white trousers trimmed with yellow. — 

About. the year 1840 the general 
trainings practically ceased, the mili- 
. tary having been,converted into a na- 
tional or state guard. Under the new 
arrangement difficulty . was exp- 
erieneced in filling the companies, and 
when ‘later exemptions from military 
duty could be obtained upon payment 
of seventy-five cents, company train- 
ings also ceased. 

In 1856 the soldiers of the war of 
1812 in Tioga county became active in 
an effort to obtain pensions. On Feb. 
2 in that year a meeting was held at 
the old: court house at the corner of 
Main and Court streets when an or- 
ganization was formed called the 
“United Brethren of the War of 1812.” 
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Capt. David Fleming was’ chairman 
und Col. Henry McCormick secretary 
of the meeting. The war veterans 
present were twenty-three in number, 


as follows: 


David Fleiming, 
Kzra S$. Madan, 
John Giltner, | 
William Ilyde, 


Marshall Anderson, 


sAuthony M. Tyler, 


Ifenry McCoruiick, 
Robert 1l,. Fleming, 


Joseph Walecer, 
James Lreland, 
John Sheliman, 


Adrian Ryerson, 
Stephen Butler, 
James Seyar, 
Reuben Coe, 

Peter Jones, 

Jared Foote, 
Thomas Humphrey, 
Hlenry Primrose, 
Solomon Stewart, 
Moses Shoemaker, 
Daniel Arimstrony, 


James Baker. 

Col. McCormick was chosen presi- ' 
dent of the association. At the next 
meeting in the following July resolu- 
tins were adopted, asking the mem- 
ber of congress to use his influence in 
favor of the enaction of a law grant- 
ing pensions to soldiers and officers of 
the war of 1812. 

Four years later, Jan. 5, 1860, at 
another meeting, of which Col. Mc- 
Cormick was chairman and Thomas 
Farrington secretary, resolutions were 
adopted “expressive of the sense of 
the meeting in regard to the claims of 
the soldiers of the war of 1812-15 in 
this state and in the United States.” 
The old soldiers present at this meet-- 
ing were as follows: 

Daniel RK. Park, 
John Shelman., 
Thos. HWuniphrey, 
Daniel Arinsirong, 
Jared Foote, 

_ Anthony M. Tyler, \ 
Lyinan Bradley, W. Hutchings. 

Resolutions were adopted asking 
congress to pass a pension law “ap- 
plicable to the soldiers of the war of 
1812-15, similar in its effects to the 
pension law existing in regard to the 
soldiers of the revolution.” 

In March, 1867; the Owego Gazette 
published a list of the survivors of 


I,yman Perry, 
Silas Dodge, 
Iizra S. Madan, 
Abel B. Fuller, 
Joseph Watrous, 
Stephen Butler, 
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the war of 1812 then living in Tioga 
‘county, with their ages, as follows: 


Henry McCorinick .76 Capt. Whitney . . . 380 
Kzra.$. Madan . . .82° Henry Primrose. , .s0 
Tyiman Bradley . . .76 Nathantel Ketchum . 77 
Ezra Pahl ye oe ee. 75. Salhion Stewart ::... 78 
Jared Foote... ...78 John Giltner . .. .7 
J. Vhornton ... . .81 Billings Hodge . . . 93 
Kdgar Bldridge . . .79 Joel Gould. . ri . OF 
James Baker: >. 2 2.71. Wilbur Gould . . .. . 67 
Daniel R. Park . . 283 Daniel Wait. ... . . 82 
- Peter Ross... .73 Henry Jacobs... . 83 


The Gazette said: ‘These -men 
served their country at their own ex- 
pense even to the extent of furnishing 
their own uniforms and muskets and 
have never received a cent of remun- 
eration from the government. They 
are now old, many of them are poor, 
and all are entitled to pay. for their 
services and liberal pensions.” 

Survivors of the war of 1812 were 
not ‘pensioned until 1871, fifty-six 
years after the close of the war. 
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Early Steamboating on the Susque- 
“hanna River—The Cadorus, the Pio- 
neer, and the Two Susquehannas 
Are Built for Commercial Purposes 
and to Run between Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa., and Owego—Later, the Picnic, 
the Lillie, the Owego, the Lyman 
Truman, the Marshland, and _ the 
Glenmary Are Built for Pleasure 
Boats, Running from. Owego to Hia- 
watha Island. 


In the early days the Susquehanna 
river was the outlet for products of 
southern central New York to a south- 
erh market, and Owego the point to 
Which vast quantities of lumber, plas- 
ter, salt, and other ‘merchandise were 
brought from all over. the territory 
north for shipment in arks and on 
‘rafts to Philadelphia and Baltimore. 
An immense amount of merchandise 
was brought down Cayuga lake .in 
boats to Ithaca and conveyed thence 
‘to Owego by teams. 

James Pumpelly, who was in those 
days not only one of the wealth- 
iest men in this part of the state but 
also one of the most enterprising in 
public matters, was.a leader in the 
project of building a railroad from 
Ithaca to Owego, to relieve the ex- 
pense of traffic by teams, and also in 
the project of building steamboats to 
run’ from Owego to southern points, 
to carry merchandise. 


Owego was then the highest navi- 
gable point for any steamboat that 
might be built to transport mierchan- 
dise up the river, but in © unusually 
high waiter the trip could be made as 
.far as Binghamton. The first steam- 
boat was built in 1825, but the railroad 
was not opened until 1833. 
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‘The first steaniboat in America was 
built, only a little more than one hun- 
dred years ago. .[t was constructed in 
1804 by. John Cox Stevens, of New Jer- 
sey, on the Hudson river. It had a 
bladed screw propeller,, which was 
driven by a Watt eligine, With a tubu- 
lar boiler of Stevens's own invention. 

The same year Oliver Evans had -a- 
stern-wheel paddle boat on the Dela: 
ware and Schuylkill rivers. It was 
driven bya double-acting high pressure 
steam eGugine, Which was: the first of 
its kind, and was geared to rotate. the 
wheels, by which the boat was moved 
on ‘Vand and driven in the water when 
the power was transterred to the pad- 
dle wheel at the stern. 

The paddle wheel boat was invented 
by Robert Fulton in 1803, as an experi- 
ment. The experiment. proving satis- 
faetory he set in Operation the first 
successful paddle-wheel boat propelled 
by steam in 1807. In August of that 
year he made a trip in his boat, which 
was named “Clermont,” from New. 
York to Albany, making the distance 
of 150 miles in 82 hours. The. return 
trip was made in 30 hours, a rate of. 
just five miles an hour. The’ boat was 
-Oof 160 tons burden and was ‘the first 
one that was used for commercial pur- 
“poses. 

In 1825 there was much rivalry hbe- 
tween the cities of Philadelphia and 
“Baltimore, each seeking to divert the 
trade of the Susquehanna river valley 
from the other city. In that year three 
steamboats were built for the express 
purpose of experimenting: on the Sus- 
quehanna river, to establish, if pos- 
sible, the practicability of its naviga- 
tion: by steam. The “Cadorus,” built 
at York Haven, Pa., by John Elgar, a 
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Quaker, was constructed mostly of 
sheet iron. It was sixty feet long,with: 
nine feet beam with a stern wheel, 
which was driven with a_ ten-horse 
power engine, capable of sending it 
against the current at a*speed of four 
miles an hour. With fifty passengers 
on board she drew but eight inches of 
water. 
In the spring. of 1826 Captain Kigar 
made his first trip from York Haven 
to Owego. He reached Wilkes-Barre 
April 12. -His arrival was greeted with 
the ringing of bells and the firing of 
cannon. The next day an excursion of 
Wilkes-Barre citizens was made, -by 
Invitation of Capt. Kigar, to Forty 
fort. The boat arrived at Towanda 
May 8, and her coming was received 
with firing of cannon and the ringing 
of bells. A public dinner was given 
for Capt. Elgar the next day, at which 
the judges of Bradford and Dauphin 
counties presided. Speeches were 
made, in’ which Capt. Elgar was com- 
plimented for his enterprise. A few 
days afterward he came to Owego and 
continued his. trip to Binghamton. 
Upon his return he remained at Owego 
several weeks. nh 
Capt. Elgar experienced much diffi- 
culty in running his boat, for want of 
wood. His fuel was dry yellow pine or 
pitch knots which he bought of. far- 
mers along the route, and some of it 
was drawn to the river for several 
miles. While at Owego the “Cadorus” 
was tied up in Hollenback’s’ eddy; 
above Ross street. 
' Capt. Elgar returned to York Haven, 
after an absence of four months. In 
his report to the company he declared 
his opposition to any further attempts 
to navigate the Susquehanna river by 
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steam, as he believed it to be entirely 
impracticable, as the river was too 
shallow except during a few months in 
each year. gist 

The second steamboat, the .§ “Sus- 
“quehanna,”’ was built at Baltimore, 
Md., in 1825-6 by a stock company, 
which Was anxious to secure the trade 
of the Susquehanna river to that city. 
She was commanded by Capt. Collins, 
of Baltimore. Her entire length from 
stem to stern was eighty-two feet and 
her stern wheels were each four and 
one-halt feet in diameter. With an en- 
gine of thirty-horse power and with a 
hundred passengers on board, she 
drew twenty-two inches of water— 
fourteen more than the ‘‘Cadorus.” 
The state appointed three commis- 
sioners to accompany the boat on her 
trial trip. She started on her trial 
trip up the river, arriving at Nesco- 
‘peck Falls,. opposite Berwick, Colum- 
bia county, Pa., in the afternoon of 
May 5, 1826,. The ascent of the rapids 
at that point was looked upon as a 
difficult and hazardous undertaking. 
The three commissioners and all ex- 
cept about twenty of the -passengers 
ieft the boat there and walked along 
the shore. 

A quantity of rich pine wood had 
been procured as fuel. With a full head 
of steam the boat.slowly began the as- 
cent of the rapids. When she had 
reachde about the middle of the falls 
she: struck a rock, and the boiler im- 
mediately burst with a tremendous ex- 
plosion. It was said that the engineer 
was dissatisfied with the slow pro- 
gress of the boat, so to increase the 
force of the steam he sat down on the 
safety valve, whereupon the boiler ex- 
ploded. 



































yeas | pets ‘p yd OOSaF wi. 

aha Gat odes ob cine om ots 

5) eS teits ad ‘ovis | F 

auiltoD dys od bokummsay 

sear tact atid. ang 

pee taut owas enw aria 

eho ee: nol: sono gai loot w 

gb 0G We novepooant at jogt Maden 

fn itive bie 4owoy. gusod-ertiiy jo one 

ajfa - ,DTROd, HO wogngeay BO: of ot 

eet TO dostoutl. owl: Ce ae wae % ee ite as 

‘aaah, ot anid oper sormiod eee Tae 

ebinaoa gait betuiowe ohae ‘aT. 

wad 90 taod ont (aU oooA ah Bit i 

taka’ ed no betate oA” ae, jaitt 

wae 18 salyiia avin ‘odd qu grr 

MeO Aatwerott onleogi{o aoe. 

4e. oderatia otk. ai Cell ME if09 aid 

én: ‘ehh to Hagen out. SBE 3 ald 

R eA OU bexoot, ane jertog - anit: eT i 

- gaidsitobay. enob nisl, baa ‘Hwomib 

te tes ban ateotiohyigl ecko, oot ott 

“corragunge ad” oult Fo; ‘news, feoty Ie 

groke boallaw:, bak: ved deed” ESR 
sie ; - “ance oa 
bad ‘lea: cua aoe to 1h a eee 

beet Tw} 6 a} baat tom, ae ; 

















bad alle edt ue 
> eitgt oil} dw sl bhi 
ie ih rating: od), bare 

aS: a ONS 


1 397 

“Two of the passengers were in- 
stantly killed and others were serious- 
ly injured. William Camp, of Owego, 
was one of the injured — passengers 
and he died a few hours after the acci- 
dent. The engineer was also fatally 
injured. There was a tradition among 
river raftsmen that Mr. Maynard, 
the engineer, had, said that he would 
“run the. boat up the falls or run her 
to hell,” but this appears improbable, 
for Stewart Pierce’s “Annals of Lu-- 
‘zerne County,” says of Mr. Maynard’s 
death: “He died in the triumph of a 
Christian faith. He was a resident of 
, Baltimore and a class-leader in the 
Methodist IHpiscopal chureh.” 

The “Pioneer,” the third steamboat, 
made its experimental trip on the west 
branch of the Susquehanna’.river. Her 
officers made an adverse report, and 
for nine years no further attempt was 
made to navigate the river by steam. 

The next’ stcamboat intended — for. 
‘commercial purposes, and the first one | 
built at Owego, was constructed here 
“in 1835 and she was also called the 
“Susquehanna.” The object of her 
construction was to transport goods 
and passengers to Wilkes-Barre and 
intermediate villages, and to tow back 
coal from the mouth of the lacka- 
_ wanna river. | 

July 16, 18384, a committee, com- 
posed of John R. Drake, Stephen 
Strong, William A. Ely, Henry W. 
Jamp, Stephen B. Leonard, and 
Thomas Farrington, met at the old 
Owego hotel and appointed Mr. Camp 
and-Mr. Ely a sub-committee to obtain 
subscriptions for stock. Three days 
jater a similar meeting of citizens of 
Wilkes-Barre was held in that city for 
the same purpose, and a committee 
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composed of Col. John tL. Butler and 
six other meu Was appointed to meet 
the Owego committee at Towanda “for 
the purpose of consulting in regard to 
such mcasures miitually as might be 
considered beneficial to the citizens 
of the two places respectively.” The 
meeting of the two committees was 
held Aug. 11, and the “Susquehanna 
Steam Navigation Company’ was. or- 
ganized : 

A mecting of the stockholders was 
held at the Owegu hotel in this village 
August 21° and’a board of managers 
was elected, which Was composed as 
follows: James Pumpelly, William A. 
Ely, Henry W, Camp, Latham A. Bur- 
rows, Thomas Farrington, Jonathan. 
Platt, Atmos Martin, George J. Pun- 
pelly, and. George W. Holleriback, of’ 
Owego, and Samuel Db. fugham, Hd- 
ward |yuch, Henry Colt, and Henry 
Pettrhone, of Wilkes-Barre. | James 
Pumpelly was chosen president of the 
bourd, William Platt treasurer, and 
judge Burrows secretary. 

The same month John Hopkins, a 
civil cnugineer, made an examination 
of the river between Owego | and 
Wilkes Barre, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining its susceptibility: of improve- 
ment tor the, purposes of steamboat 
navigation and to estimate the expense’ 
of making a channel. fifty feet in 
width (except in rocky places, where 
SU or i00 feet was considered the 
proper width), with at least two feet 
depth. of water at low water. Mr. 
Hopkins began. his ¢xamination at 
Owego on Aug. 8. The distance from 
Owego to Wilkes-Barre is 120 miles, 
aud the cost of removing obstructions 
and making the channel, as estimated . 
by him was $10,254. It was the in- 


ok aaa votiill 2" hi 
Si sntuih atsid ait Teal « i we. 
t iilonaees ik A isin ® bathe’ 



















eo “(eet lone foun 
aatt ah. ee: een, A ae - 
Oey et a SAN AY, a £: oe 
a ie picanele ae anne oe 








pain ne ” aaa ‘ 

foe Gia, ys el a : 

Se rapt ney el 
aft iw either seoneatlo » al 








; pubhuatt edly genni snes 1 
govinhontp pH ane 
aie : alia wh: ad 


os so junk: gare 
he ga pian aol wiles 
; us _ Boyebtoden He 


eee) 


399 

tention of the company, after having 
built) its boat, to ascertain if a good 
business could be done at the time of 
high water, and if so, to improve the- 
river so’that boats could run in time 
oi low water as well. 

Correspondence was opened with 
Thomas Blanchard: relative to the con- : 
struction of a steamboat, to be built 
upon his patented plan. Mr. Blanch- 
ard was a Connecticut man, who had 
gained some celebrity as the inventor 
of the lathe for turning gun-stocks, — 
shoe-lasts, and other irregular forms 
by a selt-directing operation. He had 
built boats on the Connecticut river. 
He had. also built the. “Genesee,” ‘a 
stemboat on the Genesee river, run- 
ning between Rochester and Ayon, 8&6 
feet in length, 16 feet in breadth, and 
drawing 18 inches of water. She was. 
used as a towboat and cost $7,500. 

In the winter of 1829-30 he built at 
Pittsburgh a steamboat for the navi- 
gation of the Alleghany river on the 
same plan of his .Connecticut. river 
boats. She was named “Alleghany” 
and was the first boat to ascend: the 
river to Olean. She was 90 feet long 
and 17 feet wide. The boat) was 
launched in March, 18380. 

On her third trip, while between 
Warren, Pa., and Olean, N. Y., she ar- 
rived opposite the Indian village of 
Cornplanter. Were a deputation of gen- 
tlemen waited on this ancient and 
well-known chief and invited him on 
board this new, and to him wonderful 
visitor, a steamboat. He was, in all 
his native simplicity of dress and man- 
ner of living, lying on his couch, made 
of rough pine boards, and covered 
with deer-skings and blankets. His 
habitation, a two-story log house, was 
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in a’stite of decay, without furniture, 
excep a few benches, and wooden 
bowls and spoons to eat out of. He 
Wis @ Slnart, active man, seemingly 
“possessed of all his strength, mind, 
and perfect heatth. He with his son, 
Chakles, 60 years of age, with his son- 
in-law, ‘ame on board the boat and 
remained on board until she passed six 
Miles up, and then returned in his own 
noe, after haying ‘expressed great’ 
pleasure. 

When James: Punipelly made in- 
quiry relative to Mr. Blanchard, Wil- 
liaan 1. Calhoun, of Springfield, Mass., 
then speaker of the Massachusetts 
house of represcutatives, in a letter. 
Commended him as (a  successtul 
builder. of steainboats on the Connec- - 
‘tieut, Alleghany, and Kenebeck rivers. 
“have been for many years persol- 
ally and even lutimately acquainted ° 
With Mi. Blanchard,’ writes Mr. Cal- 
houn, “He is a thorough, practical , 
Mechauic,. possessing great ingenuity 
au sagacity, and no. visionary. His: 
early cducation was deficient, but the 
powers of his mind are, in my estima- 
lion, of high character and vigor. He 
is also a man of excellent heart, tho’ 
somoliiies eecentric and queer in his 
WHYS... : * Gan furnish you, if 
necessary, as many certificates as you 
could wish from our very best citizens 
of Mr. B’s undisputed merits in refer- 
enee to. steam navigation on our 
Piero (i 3 

Mi. Blanchard. came to Owego and. 
on Seyt. 17, 1834, contracted to build 
a boat 100 feet. long and fourteen 
feet wide, with his patent arches on 
‘each side, for $12,500. These arches 
were wooden ones, running fore and 
aft and sustained the principal weight 







ale: wovandl RGN ans oyna 
awe, shat ie poe sor arady 
| a Besone i sonia % 





o. es ite, 
a 7 ae Pomme beh Mie 
ey a pe a aL, seers 
Sa Danian ebodwalial: eee 
a, eee renee 
hee ves" Hehe dgnutott (a ae 
Abeer’ sguit rey ‘get 
wpe Ory ‘uke’ bi i 
Jt a aslo nel inci anlage 





















ab pes: bi pee nian ‘sain bs x 
‘ohh Sra: a igaxa, Me # 
ali ta bigot loam eh Se ser 


ae anit | veel | pee ae 
wits asia’ Hoot vio Te got 


por ae woth 


on. asda’ ‘age : 
hen of se 


ae 


401 


of the boat’s machinery. The boat was 
to be provided with four steam en- 
gines. Two of them were to be ten- 
inch cylinder and four. feet stroke, to 
propel a thirteen-foot wheel, with 
buckets ten feet long, at the stern of. 
the boat. "The other two engines, of 
ten-inch diameter and two and one-— 
half foot stroke, were to propel two 
paddle-wheels, one at each side of the 
boat, eleven feet in diameter, -with 
buckets four feet long. The boat had -° 
‘two boilers,-and was to draw not to ex- 
ceed eighteen tneches of: water. The 
boilers were of the construction » 
known as the “log boiler,” flue boilers 
being then unknown. The- whole 
power of the engines was to be not 
less than fifty-horse power. The  pro- 
pelling power was to exceed twice that 
required on a lake boat of the same 
size—that is the paddle-wheel — pro- 
pelling power was to be two or more 
times -equal to that required on lake 
waters and the steam power in lke 
proportion. Jt was believed that such 
a boat run in shallow water by. extra- 
ordinary propelling. power could navi- 
gate the Susquehanna river from 
Owego anywhere below. 


The side wheels were exactly equal 
in power to the stern wheel. When in 
still water the side wheels were turned 
in an opposite direction from the 
stern wheel the boat stood still, mov- 
ing in neither direction. The passen- 
ger cabin, which was near the bow of 
the boat, was fourteen feet wide and 
sixteen feet long. The boat was near- 
ly a flat-bottom one. 


The contract required the boat to be 
finished and put into operation on 
May 1, 1835. Mr. Blanchard - bound 
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himself not to build any: other boat 


With his patent improvements to run 
on the Susquehanna. George J. Pum- 
pelly, judge Burrows, and William <A. 
Isly were appointed a building com- 
mittee, and the construction of the 
boat was begun in the latter part of 
September, 1834. It was built on the 
bank of the river, back of where Gur- 
don H. Pumpelly’s house now stands 
ander the superintendence of Capt. 
John J. Tobey, of New York. The iron 
work and machinery were made in 
New York and shipped by canal in Oc- 
tober. | 


Capt. Tobey began work Oct. 1, 1834. 
The boat was built under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Bampton, a ship car- 
penter from New York, with a force of 
from five to ten hands. The winter 
was a cold one, with much snow, and 
the boat was not fully completed when 
she was launched in April, 18365. 


There was some ceremony incident 
to the launching, which was witnessed 
by many spectators, and George J. 
Pumpelly: christened her the ‘“Susque- 
hanna” by breaking a bottle of wine 
over the bow, in accordance’ with a 
time-honored custom. The bottle was 
attached to the end of a piece of rope 
and swung over his head. Then ‘the 
boat was towed up to an old plaster 
dock, near the foot of Court street, 
where the arch and _ boilers were 
placed in. The cabin and the painting 
and glazing’ were not completed until 


-two months later. 


May 5, 1885,’ the “Susquehanna” was 
run about five miles up the river and 
performed well. The next day she 
was run two or three miles down the 








Pike Laks: orwiler uh sini sours th 
iain wow gant eruitoania’ a 

at Yo eonsihastibnogae » OFF 
te: io oT kia WoW Wo, aa 


oe aque: eat iin Mart peer ott 

| Aids ahd & ionijsitee AM oe gushuol 
ie ool g& “djin. AoE: Wg ' re ay 

i ‘todeity “aT aband 49) OL a 

bit Lotte fou Cr eee ‘flee. a ' 

| toute otytgatos are yours “gow 2h ; 

mat At sid hs ite ae 










y shane sae 
- Aeapae” od) vod ‘pono? 
baie tor ae ale 





| aie. ae 
Luho ne 


403 


river through swifter water and came 
ap in good style. 

At 6:40 o’clock in the morning of 
May 7 the boat started on her first 
‘trip to Wilkes-Barre with James Pum- 
pelly, Jonathan Platt, judge Burrows, 
and other prominent men on_ board, 
stopping at Athens, Towanda, and Me- 
shoppen, and arriving at Wilkes-Barre 
at 4:40. p. m. She was welcomed by - 
large crowds of people, who lined the 
bank at the various places where She 
stopped. - 

She started the next day on her re- 
turn trip with about ‘twenty passen- 
gers on board. She arrived at Tunk- 
hannock at 5:30 o’clock. The next 
day while passing through a _ rapid 
known as “horse race,” it was found 
that the shaft attached to the stern. 
wheel had become nearly twisted off, 
and the boat was compelled to lie at 
Meshoppen two or three weeks for re- 
pairs. The forward wheels were ren- 
dered almost entirely useless, the 
packing of a cylinder having blown 
out by force of the steam, owing to the 
cylinder covers being too thin. Capt. 
Tobey was compelled to come to Owe- 
go (a distance of seventy miles) for a 
blacksmith. They made a forge and 
repaired the shaft. The side wheels 
being useless, the remainder. of the 
trip to Owego was made by ai i the 
stern wheel. alone. 

Capt. Tobey was captain of the boat 
on her first trip. James Springsteen 
was engineer’ and Ebenezer Allen 
pilot. The passenger fare from Owego 
to Wilkes-Barre was $2.50 and the re- 
turn fare $3.50. The boat carried but 
fifty passengers. . 

In June Capt. Tobey made his sec- 
ond trip to Wilkes-Barre and returned 
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two days afterward without any difli- 
culty. He brought up a cargo. of 
twenty barrels of flour and between. 
twenty and thirty passengers. That 
year there was a great searcity of pro- 
visions, particularly of flour, which 
Was selling here for ten dollars a bar- 
rel; which was a very high price for 
those times. This was the most im- 
portant service. rendered to Owego, by 
the boat during her existence. These 
were the only two trips made by Capt. _ 
Tobey to Wilkes-Barre, although when 
‘the boat was building he expected to 
be the captain’ permanently. 

The fourth of July in 1835 was cele- 
brated at Owego with a military pa- 
rade, the usual exercises, and a dinner 
at the “bowery” of the old Owego 
hotel. ‘hat day the “Susquehanna” 
took an excursion party up the river 
“stx Mites to Whitpey's dam. The’ ex- 
cursign was liberally advertised and 
Zo cents were charged for the round 
trip. ‘Thore were ‘about 200. passen- 
gers. on. board, crowding her to her 
fullest capacity. - 

The bottom of fhe Beat was so flat 


that when the pasengers congregated | 


at one side she rocked over, thus tip- 
ping the boilers in a position that ren- 
dered the steam dangerous and the 
boiler Table to explode. The requests 
Or agit. Pobey ’s to so divide the crowd 
that about an equal number should be- 
on each side. of the boat to preserve 
its equilibrium were not heeded until 
he rushed on, deck saying rs YOu 
don’t Slop hockins on to one side Vil 
blow you to the devil.” After return- 
ing to Owego a second excursion was . 
made with a load of children. 

The side wheels of the boat had been 
made smaller than the contract speci- 
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fied. It was found on the first trip to 
Wilkes-Barre that they did not dip 
deep enough into the water. They 
were accordingly enlarged after the 
second trip: down the river, and the 
wheel-houses were also enlarged to 
correspond. It was believed that the 
steamboat could be used as a tugboat 
to dvaw arks, but it could not be done, 
“for the strain was so great that the 
rudder would not guide the boat. 

ln January, 1835, the company de- 
~eided to build two tow boats and the 
work was placed in the hands of Capt. 
Tobey. These barges were thirty feet. 
long and ‘twelve feet wide and were 
built at Owego. They were intended 
for the transportation of coal up the: 
river, and were constructed of planks 
secured together by half inch rods on 
a patent plan of Mr. Blanchard. The 
boats had no timber, in them, When . 
the planks shrunk. the nuts at the end 
of the rods were turned aud the planks 
drawn tightly together. The barges 
were used but once, when they were 
loaded with coal at Lee’s creek, a few 
rods below Nanticoke dam and nine 
miles below Wilkes-Barre. They were 
‘taken to Wilkes-Barre and left there. 

While the steamboat was in opera- 
tion on the river a bill was introduced 
in the state Jegislature incorporating 
the company under the name’ of the 
‘Susquehanna Steam Navigation Com- 
pany. The bill became a law May 1, 
1835. James “Pumpelly and. others 
were constituted a body corporate for 
the’ purpose of constructing one or 
more steamboats and navigating them 
on the Susquehanna river, for the pur- 
pose of transporting passengers and 
property and trading and dealing in, 
mineral coal. The capital stock was 
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fixed at $50,000, divided into shares of 
$10 each. le 

The company was vianaged by nine 
directors, One of whom was president 
of the board. The first board of di- 
rectors Was composed of James Pum- 
pelly, Jouathan Platt, Anios Martin, 
Hency .W.. Camp,.. William A. Bly, 
Latham A, Burrows, George J. Pwn- 
pelly, Thomas Farrington, and Har-. 
mon Pumpelly.. All persons interested 
in the boat already constructed were 
decuied stockholders. to the amount of 
their -gubsceriptions. he company 
Was authorized to improve the naviga- 
tisth Of the Susquehanna river from 
Owego south to the Pennsylvania state 
line by the removal of all obstructions, 
batural and artificial, and the erection 
of wing and side dams... James Puim- 
pelly Was eleeted president of the 
board. — ; 


fi the fall of 1835 the water was not 
sufficiently high to run the boat and no 
trip was made down the river. hie 
Mareh,; 1656, a third trip was made to 
Wilkes-Barre. | Lrenry W.. Camp was 
captain,baving succeeded Capt. Tobey. 
Mir. Cabip was captain of the boat du- 
ring the remainder of her existence. 
An empty barge was taken for the pur: * 
pose of bringing up a boat load of coal. 
In returning, when about half way up 
the river, the forward connecting or 
main shaft broke.” [It was brought to’ 
~ Owego aid repaired. Three or four, 
days iater the boat reached Owego 
with a boat load of coal in tow. This 
is believed to have been the first coal 
ever brought to this: village. 

The “Susquehanna” started April 18 
‘on her fourth trip. The proprietors 
had determined to run her down the 
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river for the purpose of selling her. 
At this time N. P. Willis; the -poet, 
was living at “Glenmary” and w riting 
his “Letters from Under a Bridge,” 
which added much to his literary 
fame. He was invited to accompany 
others in the trip and dia so. The in- 
cidents vf his journey were entertain- 
ly and graphically described in’ the’ 
fifteenth letter of the series. A 
About thirty-one miles below Owego 
the same shaft broke again:in another 
place. The boat returned fat once to 
Owego using her stern wheel. The 
boat was tied up at her landing at the_ 
docks, which were under the (old 
wooden stores in Front street, and an 
entire new set of shafts was procured 
in New York at a cost of about $700. 
In the fall of 1836 there was no high 
water for boating. <A fifth trip was 
made, however, the boat leaving Owe- 
po Oct. 19 at 8:30 a.m. in charge of 
Capt. Camp. Returning a boat load of 
coal was. brought up as tar as Athens, 
where all was sold. except two wagon 
loads, which were brought to Owego 
from that point by wagon. The river 
was too low to make another trip that 
season. | vate 
In the spring of 1837 the boat did 
nothing. She was forced ashore by 
the ice near the mouth of the Owego 
creek and was not got off and repaired . 
until low water: In the fall of the> 
same year a trip was made down the 
river. A crank got out of order and 
was repaired at Wilkes-Barre. She 
soon atterward got adrift in a freshet 
and floated four or five miles down 
the river and went ashore on one of 
the small islands opposite Plymouth. 
The man who had made the repairs at 
Wilkes-Barre attached the boat and 
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sold her for his pay. She was struck 
off. at auction, for $60 to Augustus C. 
Lanning, who subsequently used the «1 
gine lor his foundry. vote 

Tn duly, 1835, Mr. Blanchard, by -his 
attorney, doin M. Parker, of Owego, 
began an ‘action at law against the 
steamboat conpany in the supreme 
-eourl to recover the sin of $5,000, the 
balance unpaid on his contract for 
buiiding:. the “boat .with > interést. 
Thomas Farrington defended the case. 
‘Khe defence was that the boat was not 
completed; that she was defective in, 
-iiaterials and construction, and = con- 
sequently Worthless and unfit for. the 
purposes tor which she was. built; that: 
she drew twetity, Instead of eighteen 
“inches at water; that the wheels and 
Wheelhouses had tohe made over;ithat 
“the machinery Was. of inferior quality, 
aud that the woodwork of. the boat 
Was of poor material.’ 

The suit was tried at the City tall 
ino New York city before Ogden itd 
Watds, cireuit judge, on the first Mon- 
day in October, 1887. The jury gave a 
verdicl of $5,240.31 for. the plaintiff. 
This case was of-such importance to 
the logal fraternity that it .was re: 
ported in Wendell’s Reports, Vol. 21,— 
page v2. 

The case was appealed and a new 
ttiad granted. .1t. was again tried in 
New York in May, 1839, and the judg- 
nent of the previous court was' af- 
lirmed.. Iach of the stockholders sub- 
sequently paid $428.48, his proportion. 
‘of. the judgment obtained by Blanch- 
ard. ltt: 

hy May, 1835, Blanchard had: as- 
signed his contract for building the 
steamboat to James* Pumpelly as. se- 
curity for the payment of $500, bor- 
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rowed money. This also resulted in a 
suit at law, the particulars of which 
may be found by any one interested in 
Lalor’s Supplement to Hill & Denio, 
page 108. i 

A representation of the “Susque- 
hanna” was engraved on the first of- 
ficial seal uscd by the village of Owe- 
go, which seal was: made of brass by 
Sewall J.’ Leach in July, 1835. 

The “susquehanna” was- the first. 
and last boat built in Owego: for’ coni-— 
mercial purposes. All the large boats. 
built since have been. for pleasure 
ouly. The steamboats built here since 
that time are as follows: . c 

1839. The Lillie, 

1857, The Picnic. 

1873. The Owego. 

1876. The Lyman Trumap. 

1884. The Marshland. 

1884. The Glenmary. 

The construction of the second 
steamboat built in Owego was begun 
in 1838 and it was completed at a 
cost of $2,500 and launched in June, 
1839 by John H. Lillie, an ingenious. 
mechanic, Concerning whom some -ac- 
count has been already given in these 
papers. It was built on the bank of 
the river a little below where the. Sus- 
quehanna was launched. It was built 
as a pleasure boat, but more especi- 
ally to.test the qualities of a boiler of 
Mr. l.illie’s invention. The hull was 
thirty-five feet long. The cabin ac- 
commodated: about fifty passengers. 
Gilbert Forsyth,a painter, took a small 
share in the investment and did‘ the 
painting of the boat. The. form of the 
boat was a compromise between that 
of a yawl and a flat-bottomed boat. — 

The boiler was an upright one of 
five or six-horse power and presented 
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ai:great. extent of fire surface.: Preur 
cold wuter sufficient steam could be 


Senerated to start the boat in about 


five Hiinuies.. [ts form was a_ series 
of alternate circles of fire and water 
flues, and the fire flues were separa- 
ted wear the top so that the firebox 
Was built under only one-half of the 


boiler. Vhe fire passcd up on one side 


‘ 


and dowt the other and then around 


the whole boiler up to the ‘steam 
chaniber. The water tues were only 
ope ineh thick and the five flues two 
ain oue-half- inches thick. This ar- 
rangemteut gaye a strong fire on each 
side of the one-inch water flues, aud 
it was a powertul heater. The boiler 


‘was made in Auburn state prison iUn- 


‘dey My. Lillie’s direetion... The objec- 


tion to it Was its large drameter, which 
rendered it a weak “boiler.  Sinmiiliu 
boilers are used in many. houses for 


Peperating steanr for warming pur- 


POSES. 


The engine ‘and  rmachinery were 
tManutactured at the foundry of Henry 
W. Canrp at Owego in the fall of 1838 
The boat was a side-wheeler and the 
engine Was near the stern. ‘There was 
an awning over the deck in front, and 
another deck in the rear, with seats. 


the “Lillie” was used as a pleasure 


boat duling the summer of 1839, mak- 


ing trips Six or eight miles up the 
river, and particularly around = Big» 
island, which was then. sometimes 
kuowe os Crater’s island from Philip 
Crater living thereon, and now known: 
as Hiawatha island. The boat proved | 


to be @ paying investment. 


In the. tall of 1839 Mr. Lillie and Mr. 
Forsyth, with their families «started 


down the river with the boat for Cin- 
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cinnati, Ohio, to which city they were 
nabout to remove.. They had their 
household goods on board, The boat 
ran in safety until it’ reached what 
was known. to raftsmien as Pompey’s 
rift, about three miles above Wysox, 
Pa.,where it was wrecked on a sunken 
log in the rift. The wreck was sold at 
auction by the owners, who proceded 
by the ‘way ‘ot Hollidaysburg, and 
Pittsburgh to their destination. 

The next steamboat that made _ its 
appearance in Owego was called the 
“Knterprise.” She was built at Bain- 
bridge, Chenango county, and came to 
Owego Nov. 17, 1851, on her way to 
Tunkhannock, Pa. She had been gold 
{QO a CcoInpany. there and her owners 
were on their way down the river to 
deliver her to the purchasers. ° 

The third boat built in Owego was 
called the “Picnic.” She was. built in 
the spring of 1857 by Stephen Decatur 
Gibson, a sign and ornamental painter, 
who died here in 1860. She was con- 
structcd in Sidney Calkins’s ark yard, 
which was in the rear of the property 
now owned by rank D. Philes, about 
a mile east of the court house. 

In the fall of 1856 Mr. Gibson laid 
the bottom of his boat, Which was flat 
and shaped very much like a common 
row boat. The bottom was built in 
the manner of an ark and tured over 
after one side was finished. Mr. Gib- 
son did the earpenter work himself, 
with a little assistance. When com- 
~ pleted the interior’ was exactly like 
“that of an. ordinary skiff, without any 
deck, and the cabin floor. was laid on 
the bottom of the boat. 

The “Picnic” was sixty feet long 
and twenty feet wide at itswidest part. 
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aud drew fourteen or. fifteen inches 
of Water. An ice cream and lemonade 
counter Was placed just. forward of 
the shait. There was 4 row of ‘seats 
around the inside of the boat, which 
were furnished with cushions, taken 
from “the Odd - Wellows’ hall. The 
wheelhouse was a wooden frame, cov- 
ered. “With canvas. Vhe boat’ was 
paiuted red. 


In. April, Mr. Gibson, with the assist- 
auce Of -some friends and neighbors, 
slid the boat off into the river. She 
was floated down and tied up hear the 
fuot of Church street, where an engine . 
of about fifteen-horse power -and 4 
boiler, which had beem. used — in 
‘Thomas Kyle’s chuir factory in Chest- 
ut street, were placed in the bottom 
oft the boat, baek of the shaft. 

"Phe. trial tip was made July’ 4&. 
“With a party: of men on ‘board slie 
started from the foot of Paige street 
and with oinety pounds of steam made 
the trip to Big island:and back, a dis- 
tance of about seven miles in an hour 
and a hal’. The trial trip having bee 
suecessful, announcement was made 
that daily trips would be made at 4 
and 7 Go clock p. m. during the rest of 
the season. 

AN event of some note in the his- 
tory of the “Picnic”? was cher trip to 
Towanda, Pa. She started from Oppo- 
site the Ahwaga house in the morning 
of Awe. 13 with a party of about thirty 
prominent men on board and made 
the trip in six hours. Its coming to 
Towanda was unexpected, but a crowd | 
soon gathered and the reception was 
an enthusiastic one, Speeches were 
made, and the party was escorted to 
the Ward house. The next day at noon 
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a banquet was given by the Towanda 
people for the visitors at the Means 
house. ; 

In the afternoon the “Picnic” made 
an excursion as far as Gibson’s island, 
for the purjrose of starting the visiting 
Owegoans on their return home. They 
were acconipanied by several promi- 
“nent Towanda’ men anda brass band. 
On the trip speeches were made ac- 
knowledging the attentions and hosyi- 
tutities paid ‘to the excursionists by 
the people of Towanda. At Gibson 
island teams, which had been sent 
from Towanda, took the Owego meu 
to Athens, whence they came’ to Wa- 
verly by stage. The steamboat te.” 
mained at Towanda nearly two weeks. 
She was then towed back to Owego, 
reaching here Aug, 22. 

The boat was run occasionally the 
next year. The fourth of July: was 
celebrated in Owego in 1868 and at 
night she was anehored opposite nige 
street and a display of fireworks was 
nade from the boat. Later in the sea- 
son the  bont was run up into the 
mouth of the Little Nanticoke creek 
‘und feft there for the Winter, and her 
engine and boiler were returned to the 
chair mauufactory. 3 

Spring came aud the freshet of 1859 
curried the iGe down the river. When 
the water had fallen somewhat Capt. 
Gibson’s son, Don Gibson, went up to 
tow the boat down the. river, to. tne 
Vilage. She was logged with water 
which had aécumulated during — the 
Winter, and was heavy. He succeeded 
in towing her safely down as far as 
his father’s house, in the eastern part 
‘of the village, but when he attempted 
‘to snub the rope around ‘a. tree it 
broke and the “Picnic” floated, at first 
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lazily and then rapidly down the 
stream She struck on one’ of the 
piers of the Court street bridge, swune 
around, and quiekly dvifted = out of 
Sizht.. ty due course of time - she 
beached Nichols and running sideways 
on Wappusening bar, Opposite the 
mouth of Wappasening creck, grouud- 
” edd. Hor owner, Who had gone’ down 
the river in pursutt, removed the shaft 
and. everything else that’) wus worth 
-earrying Off and then whandoned her. 
to the uatives, who specdily converted 
her invo tirewod. - | 

No other attempt to -construct <a 
steamboat of any size Was made until 
ISVS, wher the “Owego was built. 

Phe “Oweere: Sicamboat Company” 
“was organized iy August 87a The 
‘anoving spirits in the project of build: ~ 
Ing a wew pleasure steamboat were 
Gecree. A. King, Prederick Be. Hull, 
George Truman, Jt, and a few others. 
“The diteetors were Charles MM. Lhay- 
wood, €:corge A. JNing, Joseph S. De- 
Witt, ‘Oscar “Ry Stone, George Strat- 
tou, KW. Stone, and George Tru- 
nan, dre Mare Flaywood was. chosen 
president, i W. Stone treasurer, and 
Mr: King secretary. The. capital stock 
of the company Was $2,500. — 

The boat. was built under a shed 
i0°hy 26° feet im size constructed for 
the purpose on the bank of the river 
below ihe bridge on Robert Cameron’s 
land. Whe boat. was planned by. an 
Ithaca boat builder by the name of 
Van Order. 1lt was 75 feet long and 26 
feet wide and capable of carrying ZOU 
passenzers. When empty it drew. 
eight inches of water and when loaded 
twelve inches. The work of building 
the boat was begun Oct. to under the - 
superintendence ‘of Alonzo W. Spring: 
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stead, of Geneva. und it was launched 
sideways with about forty persons on 
board in March, 1874. The cost of the 
boat, when Turnished, was about 
$3,000, 

The boat was named in a novel way. 
In April, 1874,$2,500 of stock had been 
taken, $170 additional had been do-. 
nated for purchasing furniture, and it 
was necessary to raise $500 more to 
complete the furnishing of the boat. 
‘A ‘public ‘meeting was held at Ahwaga 
hall, when a vote was taken to decide 
who should name the boat. The price 
of votes was ten cents éach and there 
were seven contestants for the. honor. 
The canvass was a hotly contested 
one. The total amount realized was 
$877.50 and Joseph 8S. DeWitt was the 
successtul contestant, he having re- 
ceived 1.453 votes. Mr. DeWitt named 
the boat “Owego.” . 

Another election was held April 1] 
at Ahwaga hall to choose a captain. 
A yote was taken wt ten cents a vote, 
$116 were realized, and George Tru- 
man, Jr., was elected. George A. King 
was afterward Ghosen superintendent 
and he was superimtcendent of all the 
hoats built by the company from 1874 
to 1884. 

& trial trip of the boat was made 
April 22. She rau up to within about 
three miles of Binghamton, making 
the round trip in ten hours. The next 
day the boat, with an excursion party 
and Prof. Raff's ¢ornet band on board, 
went through to Binghamton. 
~ The plan of the steamboat company 
had been to lease a portion of Big 
island, which was owned by Cyrenus 
M. laMonte, for a pleasure resort for 
pienic and excursion parties, and to 
run the steamboat in conjunction 
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therewith. To that end the conipany. - 
had in October, 1873, leased the small 
grove at the upper end of the island, 
and the next spring cleared the ground 
of brush, graded it,made gravel walks, 
and built a large dancing pavilion, ar- 
bors,. and a building for a_ billiard 
room and a bowling alley. The: total 
eost of the steamboat and the fitting 
up of the grounds was $7,818. With 
excursions, picnics, clambakes, etc., 
the season Was.a remarkably SucCeSS- 
ful one, the net earnings of the boat 
being. $2,092.96. . 


At about 10:30 o’clock in the even-~ 
ing of Nov. 2 an attempt was’ made by 
an incendiary, to burn the boat while 
sue was tied up at her wharf above 
Paige street. A passer-by gave an 
alarm and the fire was extinguished, 
after it) had caused damage to the 
amount of $200. 


During the winter changes were 
“made in the boat, to inerease her 
speed. The engine was replaced with 
two new ones of forty-horse power, 
made at the Bristol iron works in 
Temple street, and the paddle-wheels 
were made two feet larger in diam-- 
eter, with buckets eighteen inches 
‘wider than the old ones. The upper 
deck, which was too low, was raised 
eighteen inches. The work was done 
by a boatbuilder named Canby from 
Geneva. A barge was built at a cost 
of about $600. It was 75 feet iong and 
18 feet wide, and drew about 14 inches 
of water. February 28, 18709, the: re- 
constructed “Owego” started for Bing- 
hamton on her trial trip with about 
fifty passengers on board. Near 
Campville the 700-pound  mortice 
wheel broke, disabling. the boat, and 
















ad 
aS sit lt 





oe hae “cee aah stad: 2A 
ed baa ae Eisen oe ie oYORD Sat 
(e Sool Jad bedin pie ‘at seat sat 





GME morgen 
‘appt panne" tae 
eres ahd apinniee i 
te ’ 


ura be < ine (ee nal” 
. re eit wat 
= apie HM 


417 


the passengers were compelled to re- 
turn by railroad. 

In the spring of 1876 Capt. BHugene 
B. Gere, who represented Tioga county 
in the state assembly that year, ob- 
tained the passage of-a bill through. 
the legislature authorizing the Owego 
steamboat compiny to remove all 
dams, rocks, ete., in ‘the channel. of 
the Susquehanna river between Owego 
and Binghainton, for the purpose of 
deepening the channel. The bill be- 
came a. law April 18. The object of 
the law was to provide a Ghannel of 
water deep enough so that the steam- 
boat night make trips between Bing- 
hamton and Owego regularly. It was 
the intention of the company to build 
landings ald docks at different points 
along the river, but nothing was done 
in the matter and the various boats 
were used for transporting excursion 
and picnic’ parties to and from Big 
island. Some of the largest excursion 
parties that ever visited Owego came 
here while the island was conducted 
as a summer resort. ee ii nk 

In the spring of 1876 the steamboat 
company built a hotel at the northeast 
part of the island among the trees, 
which had been named Hiawatha 
grove, and the hotel was known as the 
Hiawatha house. The building was 80 
feet long, 40 feet wide, and two stories 
high. Jt was later made into a four-. 
story building. 

The first manager of the hotel was 
R. W. Deeker. He’ was soon suc- 
ceeded by B. J. Davis, the proprietor 
of the Central house at Owego, and he 
by Warren Hooker. In. April, 1881, 
Gant. Bve. Richardson, proprietor of 
the Clinton house in Brooklyn, pur- 
chased a one-third interest in the hotel 
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and the little steamboat “Clara” and 
assuuied personal charge of the hotel. 
This year the dock, near Paige strect, 
was abandoned, and a new one’ con- 
Sitiicted at the foot of ‘Church street... 
In the following July i.-G. Brown. and 
KH. J. Cunningham, of Brooklyn, pur- 
chased controlling shares of the Owe- 
go Navigation company and assumed 
the management of the hotel} and is 
lund, Capt. Richardson remaining as 
manager. About forty rods west of 
the botel a new building two stories 
high and GOx2%6 feet in dimensions, was 
built, which was used-as a barroom, 
bithard and bowling alley. The hotel 
‘Was -of sufficient capacity to accommo- 
date [50 guests. 


In ISS4 W. W. Dilts became mana- 
ger of the hotel for My G. Brown, and 
‘the ext year Mr. Dilts and George A. 
Smith, of Owego, conducted -it. In 
PSS6 Stephen Paris conducted | the 
house: In August, 1887, ' Mr. LaMonite 
purchased of the’ Hl. ‘G. Brown estate 
the lease of the Hiawatha house,which 
had ten years yet to run, together with 
atl the personal. property and | six 
shares of steaniboat stock for $1,750, 
and them sold the island, which con- 
tains 1)2-acres of land, together witl: 
everything on it for $13,750 to Dr.. A. 
S. ibver and Jonas M. Kilmer,. of 
Binghauiton. The proposition of the 
Kilmers was to establish a sanitarium 
there on a large seale, ‘but after’ hold- 
ing the property. five.years A. 8. Kil- 
mer sold his’ one-half interest to his ~ 
brother for $9,000. In August, 1900, - 
J. M.tttimer sold the island for $11,000 
to Mrs. Wlizabeth Ransom Goodrich, ot 
Brooklyn, who expended a consider- 
able amount in improving the build- 
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ing and the premises and established’ 
her summer honie there. . 
she steamboat business was so 
prosperous that the “Owego” was 
found too simall for the purposes. in- 
tended and it was decided to sell her 
and build a larger boat. She was ac-’ 
cordingly sold in the summer of 1875 
tu J. B. Shiffer and George Smith, of 
Pittston, Pa., who purchased her to do 
& passenger and freight business. The 
boat’ was to be delivered in the. fall. 
She left Owego Oct. 18 on her trip 
down the river, making the trip of 130 
biiles ‘to Pittston in ten and three- 
fourths’ hours. At > Pittston the boat 
was cut in two and enlarged by the ad- 
dition of 25 feet in her midships. The 
paddle-wheels were. also. enlarged. 
The name of the boat was changed to 
“Pittston” , 

The same month the model of a new 
boat was.made. at Owego. The boat 
was 120 fect long in the keel, with 20 
feet beam, 6 feet in the hold, with 16- 
foot Wheels and iive-foot buckets. She 
drew 13 inches of water without her 
machinery. The ladies’ eabin, 383° by 
24. feet, Was at. the stern, aid “the 
men’s eabin, 24 feet square, was be- 
tween the ladies: ‘abin and the engine. 
room. In front of the engine house 
Was a smoking: room, 10 feet long. In 
front of this was an open deck at the 
bow of the boat.. The deck above was. 
124 feet long and 33 feet wide. The 
boat when completed, with her ma- 
chinery, cost between $8,000. and 
$9,000. 

The boat was built in the fall and 
winter of 1875-6 by B. W. Springstead, 
a’ ship carpenter and = father of the 
builder of the “Owego.” It was built 
on the same. spot where the “Owego” 
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Wis coustructed, in the open air, with 
the ster toward the river, and when 
launched went into the water stern 
foremost. The engine of  150-horse 
power Was made at the Bristol iron 
works at Owego and the boiler at the 
mianifaciory of Shapley & Wells at 
Binghamton. The boiler was: 15 feet 
long, with 147 flues. 

ha testing the boiler at. the works in 
Binghaniton a serious. accident hap- 
pened, ~'t bad been placed in the 
street. When the ghage indicated a 
pressure of 120 pounds of steam, a boy 
Was Sent into the building to procure 
some additional weights to. place. on 
the safety valve. Suddenly the boiler 
eXploded, killing the foreman and a 
boy, who. Was. standing near by, and fa- 
tally injuring another man. Ten other 
persons were injured, A suit was sub- 
sequently brought in the supreme 
court by (he family of the boy against 
Shapley & Wells for $5,000 damages,’ 
and the jury gave a verdict for SOLD: 

The pow steamboat, which had been 
named ‘Lyman. Traman,” Was. 
launehed by John Combes, of Geneva, 
‘March § At 10:30 a.m. the fire alarm 
al the court house was struck, so that 
the people who might wish to see the 
launching could do so. The: bank of. 
the river and the bridge were soon 
filled with people, and Adams’s gornet 
band ou the bridge played as the boat 
slid frou: the stocks into the water. 
She was towed up to her dock, a little 
above Paige street. This dock had 
been lengthened to seventy feet. 

A new: boiler was made by Shapley & 
Wells and was placed in the boat May 
15. fer trial trip took place May 22, 
when she ran up to and around Big 
island in 55 minutes, making all the 
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‘landings. Geo. Vruman, Jr., was cap- 
tain of the boat and George A. King 
superintendent and general manager. 

The cente nnial celebration of the 
tourth of July was held that year in 
the grove on Big island. Col. Archie 
3. Baxter, of Bath, delivered the ora- 
tion, Capt. Hugene B. Gere read the 
declaration of independence, and Dr. 
John B. Benton read an original poen. 
The boat made daily trips to the island 
during the summer and fall. 

(u November a large truss 60 feet in 
length was constructed for the pur- 
pose of holding the boat at the centre ! 
in its: proper position, as she drew 
nine inches more of water than she 
should have drawn. In the winter she > 
vas tied up in the. Litthe Nanticoke 
creek. 

While the “Lyman ‘l'ruman”’ was a 
great success as a pleasure boat 
through the seasons of 1876 to 1880, 
she was not financially profitable, 
owing to her large size, and was an 
elephant on the hands. of her owners. 
In’ October, 1880, she was sold, to- 
gether with the steamboat company’s 
interest in a small steamboat called 
the “Clara,” which had “been. ‘pur- 
chased some. time before of Charles: 
Kellogg, of Athens, Pa. ‘The sale was 
made on a judgment for $1,500 ‘in 
favor of the stperintendent, Mr. King. 
The ‘property was sold for. $1,150 to 
Dr. James W..30n, Who also held a 
judgment of about $1,500 against the 
company. The Hiawatha house, which 
with its furniture and fixtures was: 
inventoried at $8,000, was also sold to 
Dr. Wilson. . 

“The new owners of the ‘Lyman 
Truman” reorganjzed in January, 1881, 
uder the name of “The Owego Nava-: 
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gation Company,” with:a board of di- 
rectors compased of Geo. A. King, Dr 
James Wilson, Geo. W. Sweet, John 
d. Van KKleeck, and Frank M. Baker. 

In the following April the steatm- 
boat, Which had cost $5,500, was sold’ 
to the Plymouth steam navigation: 
Conpeny of Pittston; .Pa., for $6,000. 
“he hame of the boat, was changed to 
“Susquchanna’ and she was run as a 
pass ner boat between Wilkes-Barre 
and Nanticoke dam. tn the morning 
of Jaly 2, 1888, her boilers, exploded 
while she was at her dock at Wilkes- 
Barre and she was torn: to” pieces. 
The fipanmen was fatally. injured and 
gather persons Were. badly burt, 

The Gapital stock of the steamboat 
campany was $19,000. .C.. M. Haywood 
wis president: in) 1893-4. — Dr. James 
Wilson was president from S875 to 
L3o4, and W.: Kk. Dorwin fron: 1ss4° to 
PSST dnchisive: “Geo; A. King was. su- 
perintendent and Mrank M. Baker gen- 
cral passenger agent. during’: the ¢x- 


istenee of all the poats. 

‘The “Gwego’ had been found to be 
too’ siratl for the purposes intended 
and the “hyman Truman’ was: larger | 
than Was needed, so in the fall of 1881 
it was decided by the steamboat iman- 
agers to: build another boat, to be-in 
size between the two boats and to 
carry two. or three hundred Pussen-— 
gers. A new company was formed 
under the name of the Owego Steam 
Navagation Company. The 1iew com- 
puny Was not, imecorporated — until 
Mareh, . 1884. The directors were 
George A. King, Jefferson .C. Dwelle, - 
hr: oWsiu. Ayer, Geo. K. Rich, Frank 
M. Baker, Wm. KE. Dorwin, Dr. C. R. 
‘Heaton, and «ohh: ‘Gi; Sears. © Mr. 
Dorwin was ehosen president and 
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Clarence A. Thompson secretary and 
treasurer. 7 

The hull of the new. steamboat was 
built at Ithaca and was. put together . 
on the bank of the river under the 
pine trees east of this village, where 
River avenue runs nearest to the 
river. The builder was B. F. Tabor, of 
ithaca; a boat builder. She was a 
side-wheeler, 105 teet long and 16 feet 
Wide. She drew about fifteen inches 
of water. The motive power were two: 
sixty-horse. power engines, which with 
her boilers were nade at Binghamton. 
Her cost ‘was about’ $5,260. The 
steamboat company built a waiting 
room and ticket office 30 feet square 
on the south side of Front street on 
Mrs. ©. 8. Carmichael’s land, where 
the second house above Church street 
now stands, with a dock in the rear at 
the river, which was reached by a long 
platform and steps. 

The new boat was named ‘“Marsh- 
land,” a name which had been some 
time previously given by Gen. B. P.- 
Tracy to his stock farm, near Apala- 
chin. The‘boat was launched June 16, 
1884, sliding into the water sidewise. 
ly order that the boat might come 
down the river as far as her dock in 
low water, a dam was built by the. 
steamboat company at a cost of $600 
above Church street and across the 
river. It was built by Jasper L. Pur-. 
ple, who drove piles and fastened 
planks thereto. This’ raised the water 
about one foot. It. was not a perma- 
nent dam, and was knocked out and. 
broken up by the ice the next spring, 

The steamboat proved to be too 
small for the purpose intended, and in 
November a contract was made with 
John Combs, of Auburn, to cut her in | 
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two and lengthen ber thirty feet, so- 
that she would be large enough to 
carry S00 passengers. Vhe work was 
done at the foot of Ross street and 
Wis completed in February, L885. 
In: August, 1890, the ‘“Marshland’ 
was sold for $800 to W. BE. Renshaw, 
of Plymouth, Pa., the man who ‘pur- 
ehasea. the “Lyanan Truman.” The 
purchasers expended about $300 in 
calking and refitting the boat, but did 
hot pay the amount due on the pur- 
chase, leaving her in the hands of the 
old owners. 
Phe. "“Glenmary,” adarger steamboat’ 
than the “Marshlaind,” was built -inu 
Iss4 by Alonzo W.- .Springstead, of 
Geneva, No Y., on the pround at the 
toot of. Ross street where the’ houses 
ol Grant. M. West and Frank §. Tru- 
“man now stand. She was 90 feet 
long and 16. feet wide. The - paddle 
buekets were two small and were en- 
lutged in the spring of 1885... The buat 
could carry SUUO passengers. The en- 
gine and boiler were made in’ Bine- 
hamton. She proved to be the fastest 
of all the steamboats that had been 
built, here. 
ln- April, 1887, the “GQlenmary” was 
sold at sheriff's sale to George W. Bar- 
ton gor $4,025 on an execution in favor 
of the Owevo national bank for $4,350. 
In June, 1589, she was again sold for 
$6,000 to W. KE. Renshaw, of Plymouth, 
Pa., who intended to run her as a pas- 
seneer boat between that place and 
Wilkes-Barre every thirty minutes. 
~The boat was taken to Wilkes-Barre 
with about sixty passengers on board, 
the greater portion of whom left the 
boat at ‘Sowanda: When. the boat 
reached Plymouth the. deal fell 
through. As the water fell in the river 
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at this time the boat was not brought 
back to Owego until the next year. 
In June, 1893,-she wus aguin sold to a 
New York colupany, and was to have- 
been run from Key West, Fla., to the 
fibre fields, a distance of 140 miles 
along the coast. This deal also fell 
through. The boat remained here un- 
til October, LsUt. She was anchored 
below the bridge, and one night she 
broke loose from her fastenings and 
went down the river, going ashore be- 
low the dam, near the mouth of the 
Owego creek. She was afterward 
broken up and the lumber of which 
she was composed was Carted away. 
_In the summer of 1886 another dam 
was built across the river, a few yards 
above the mouth of the Owego creek, 
at a cost of $4,000. The amount was 
raised by subscription. The pronio- 
ters were members of the steamboat 
company. The DPD. L: & W. railroad 
colipany subscribed $500 and the vil- 
lage trustees appropriated $300. The 
dam was built by contract by A. F. 
Chapman, of Watkins, under the su- 
pervision of Stephen W. Leach. Ht 
‘as constructed by driving three rows 
of piles across the river, which were 
covered by an apron of planks above 
and below, bridge shape, and caulked 
with brush and stone. The dam raised 
the water four feet at the dam and two 
and one-half feet at Church street. 
One night, about a year after the dam 
was built a hard cider party of men,. 
with axes and crowbars, tore a hole in 
the dam one hight, allowing the water 
to escape, aud the dam was never re- 
paired. All of it has disappeared, hav- 
‘ing been torn out and washed away by 
—suecessive floods. 
The reason for selling the ‘Glen- 
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mary Was that after the deswuctiomn 
uf the dam the water was so low that 
she could uot be run to any advantage 
ov prout This was. the last slewmuboat 
of any size built here for business pup: 
poses. There were other boats of 
some pretensfous—-the “Dora,” owned, 
by C.A.Thompson; the “Welles,” built 
by I-A. Saxton; the “Success,” owned 
by Seth L. King; a eatamaram built by 
W. -f Shaw and Richard 8. Stout; 
the “Augusta,” owned by W. C. hen- 
-wick, and the “Dewey, another cata 
Hid Man, mined by Chas. i, Hill. 
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Post-Riders Who Ride Horseback 
through the Country to Deliver 
Mails, Are Succeeded by the Early 
Stages—Stephen B. Leonard Estab- 
lishes the First Stage Route from 
Owego to Bath—Lines Are Extend- 
ed throughout the State and In- 
crease iri Number Until Stage 
Coaching Is Killed by the Comple- 
tion of the New York and.Erie Rail-. 
road. 


In the early days of: this -county’s. 
settlement, the mails: were. delivered 
by post riders, who rode on horseback 
through the woods, leaving the nrails 
at the. small (settlements. und | log 
cabins, as’ they passed ‘throught the 
country. { . 


The Owego Gazette in those days 
was, .the : onty paper published in 
Southern New York, and as. its sub- 
seribers were seattered about the un- 
settled country, long distances apart, 
the only method of delivering: their 
papers. to then was by men on horse- 
hack, 


When Stephen 2B: Leonard  pur- 
chased the Gazette ollice, in 1813, he 
at first delivered his papers. himself, 
after they were published, riding over 
his route 61m horseback. He afterward 
secured several mail routes, for which 
a certain price a year was paid by the 
government, and hired post-riders. By 
this means he secured a free. delivery 
of his papers with the mails. His 
routes were to Binghamton, Norwich, 
Penn Yan, and other points. Other 
routes» were afterward awarded . to 
other persons. As a curiosity a copy 
of a post-rider’s advertisement of a 
later period, which was printed in the 
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Gazette of December 6, 1824, is here 
piven: 
* POST-RIDER'S NOTICE, 

( ROREIN |. Wott 3, “Post-Rider, ; inLoriis his ~ pat- 

rohs od Newark, Berkshire, Caroline, ani 
Cider, that his term for carrying ube ainail ex. 
purcs on the Tse of January next—-AlL persons 
tudebted to him for papers avectherefore hereby 
notiited, Chock their respective accounts must be 
bettie Pas yhat) time-sGrain will be received’ i 
detivercd according too contract, otherwise the 
hioney WIT be expected.--Nou, 8. 

AS soul as possible wagon: roads 
were broken through the forests, ven- 
erally along the. Indian trails, and 
B00 the primitive stage made its ap 
pearance. uM : 

The first regular stage to visit Owe-. 
go cue trom Newburgh. The owner's. 
bene was Stanton, and he lived. at 
Mount. Pleusant. Eis stage was. a 
thtee-horse lumber wagon, with hiek- 
ory poles bent over to form a top, and 
covered With canvas. By this stage 
the mais from the east were carried 
onee in -each week, reaching Owego 
every Saturday afternoon. 

lu St) Conrad Veter, of Wyoming, 
Pa., began carrying the mail ~ from 
Wyormite to. Tioga Point (Athens), 

’a.. With a one-horse wagon, succeed- 
ing a Hreail carrier who had been de- 
livering the mails with a small mail 
bag on harseback, Mr. Teter soon 
purchased a covered wagon and used 
two. horses. He for a few years car- 
ried the wails between Wilkes-Barre 
wrk Paiuted. Post, N. Y., making the. 
“round trip-once a week. After.a time 
he: rau & covered Jersey carriage, 
drawn .by four horses, between 
Wilkes-Barre and Athens. 

In 18t4 he came. to Owego and sue- 
ceeded Mr. Stanton as proprietor of 
the. Newburgh. route. He. drove the 
_ stage himself, making weekly trips 
from Owego to Newburgh. | Krom 
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Newburgh passengers went by ‘water 
to New York. This stage went over 
the route afterward taken by the New- 
burgh and Geneva stage line. Mr. 
Poter had a partner named tiunting- 
ton. “uals oT 

‘eter’s brother-in-law, Miller Hor- 
ton, of Wilkes-Barre, was at this time 
carrying the mail tor Teter between 
Wilkes-Barre and Athens. Hle came 
to Owego and became Teter’s partner, 
the partnership with Huntington hav- 
ing been dissolved. 

February 14; 1816, an act was passed 
by the legislature of this state, which 
gave Teter and Oliver Phelps, of Lud- 
lowville, the sole rigat for six years to 
run stage cogches for passengers. be- 
‘tween Newburgh and Monticello, on 
the road leading through Montgomery 
and Chenango Point (Binghamton) on 
the mail route, and between, Chenango 
Point and Geneva on the road running 
through Owego, Ithaca, Trumansburg, 
and Ovid, and between Ithaca, and — 
Auburn on the main mail route, 
through Ludlowyville. The act pro- 
vided that no other persons could run 
stages over this route under a penalty 
of $500, and prescribed that trips 
should be made in three days, twice 
each week, and oftener if the’ public 
good should require, the fare not to 
exceed seven cents a mile. 

in 1818, a new company was formed, 
with Oliver Phelps at its head, and 
Ithaca was made the western termina- 
tion of the route instead of Owego. A 
better line of stages was put.on the 
route, making tri-weekly trips. 

In 1819 Dr. Tracy Robinson and 
Major Augustus Morgan, of Binghain- 
ton, became proprietors of the route. 
in 1822 the same company,. but with 
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additional proprie etors; established a 
daily line on the route, making Geneva 
the western terminus. 

Stephen B. Leonard established the 
first stage route from Owego to Bath, 
in 1816. It required two days to make 
the trip, the passengers staying over 
night at Elmira. This was considered 
“a great undertaking in those days, and 
Mr. Leonard was highly complimented 
by the newspapers for his enterprise. 
The following is a copy of Mr.. Leon- 
ard’s advertisement, which was) pub- 
lished in the Gazette, and which may 
be read with some interest at the 
present. day: 


Owego & Bath 
BRAT ino. woise, | DLARE: 


TWICK A WHER. 

HIS line rung regularly twiee a week, between , 

the villages of Owego: and Bath,—Days ot 
starting and arrival as followss—Leave Owego 
on Mondays: and Pridays, at 6 a. im,, and -break- 
fasting at Athens, arrive at Elmira at 6 p.m. 
Leave Ielimira on ‘Pucsdays and Saturdays, at 4 
a. iu, aid breakfasting at Painted Post, arrive 
at Bath at G p. me. : 

Returning.—-Leave Bath on Mondays and Fri- 
“divs, at 4 oa. m,., and breakfasting at Painted 
Post, arrive at Elmira at 6 p. mi.—-—Leave blinira 
on Puesdayvs and Saturdays, at. 4 a. m., anil 
broakfasting at Athens, arrive. at Owego at G6. 
p. tn 

This line of stages intersects the Newburgh ana 
Butlalo tine at Owego-—as also the Philadelphia—- 
the Wilkes-Barre line, at ‘Mioga Point—-and the 
Geneva line at) Bath,—-at which latter) place it 
also dntersects a line leading directly to Angelica 
situate about 30) miles) from Olean, one of the 
places of cmibarkation on-the Allegany fiver, aud 
about 18 miles from. Ob Creek, the nearest place 
of embarkation, and which emipties into the Al- 
legany at Olean; at which place boats of any 
size are always kept ready for travellers, for the 
purpose of descending the Ohio river. 

Persons travelling from New York, or from 
any of the Hastern States, to the S. W. States, 
will tind, this the: shortest, cheapest, and most 
expeditious route. Phe distance from’ New York, 
Via Owego, Painted Post and Bath, to Aneeclica, 
is O16 miles, which is) performed in about. 5 
days. j 
Good teams and careful drivers will be kept 
on the reute, and no pains spared to accommo: 
date passengers. The Stage houses are good. 

S. Be LEONARD. 

Macéh 30, 1810. 
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ts or seats m the wabove line, wpply at B.S. 
Warsh’s or clinés Martin's in Owego--at Salt- 


aarsh'’s,  Athens—-at Davis’s,  Elinira--and at 
Barnard’s, Bath. 


At a later: period, Mr. Leonard had 
two four-horse coaches running be; ' 
tween Owego and Moiutrose. In De- | 
cember, 1825, he sold his lines to a 
stage company, which was then. or- 
ganized, and of which he became one 
of the proprietors. The route was ex- 
tended to New York city, and became 
a strong opposition to the Newburgh 
and Geneva line. This company was 
composed of Joseph L Roy, John Bur- 
nett, Zephania Luce, Abraham Bray, 
Gould Phinuey, Silas Heminway, 
stephen B. Leonard, Jacob. Willsey, 
Augustus Morgan; Isaac Post, Ilthimer 
Mott, Miller Horton, A. P. Childs, and 
others. 

Mr. Roy was at this time a hotel 
keeper at Jersey City, and Mr. Luce 
was afterward his business partner. 
‘Mr. Bray lived at Newton, N. J. Mr. 
Phinney was the owner of a glass fac- 
tory at Dundaff, Pa. Mr. Heminway 
afterward became an extensive stage 
proprietor at Buffalo, and had five’ or 
six lines through the state, where the. 
New York Central railroad now runs. 
Jacob Willsey lived: at Willseyville, in 
this county, of which plaée he was 
one of the earliest settlers. Major 
Morgan, who was also a proprietor in 
the Newburgh and Geneva line, was 
first a. printer, afterward. a_ hotel 
keeper, and lived in Binghamton. Mr. 
Post kept a tavern at Montrose, Pa. 
Mr. Mott also kept a tavern one and 
one-half miles east of New. Milford, 
Pa. Miller Horton lived at Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., and was also one of the 
proprietors of the Newburgh and 
Geneva line of stages. 
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The company put a new line of 
stage coaches on the road. The route 
was from New York to Owego. Elere 
it intersected the Newburgh and 
Geneva line for Buffalo. Stages from 
New York occupied two days and a 
half in their journey to Owego, and 
one day. more from Owego’ on to 


Geneva, Trips. were made three - 


times a week. The route was through 
the villages of Newark, Morristown, 
and: Newton, N. d., to. Milford, Pa.; 
thence it followed the new turnpike, 
Via -Dundaff and Montrose, to Owego. 
The stages on. this route left Patton’s, 
71 Cortliudt street, New York, every 
Mouday, Wednesday, and = Friday, 
reaching Owego the third day at 10 
it. mw. This was then the most ex pe- 
ditious route, the distance to Owego 
being but 170 miles; whereas by the 
way of Newburgh it was 210 miles. 
Phe line was intersected at Montrose 
‘by the Philadelphia and Baltimore 
lines, and at Owego by the Bath and 
‘Olean line. 

In the spring of 1825; the line was 
extended west to Geneva, by the way 
of Ithaca and. Ovid, and. coaches Ieft 
New York every day, Sundays ex- 
cepted, At. Geneva. the line inter- 
sected the daily lines to Rochester, 
Bullalo, Lewiston, ete. It had now be- 
‘come an important route, as it opened 
another, and the most direct, com- 
munication between New York and 
the western .part of the state.- “At 
Newton, N.. J., it intersected ‘a_tri- 
weekly line to Philadelphia;. at Mont- 
rose, the line to Wilkes-Barre, Harris- 


burg, ete.; at Chenango Point, a line. 


which ran north through Greene, Ox- 


ford, ete., to Utica; and at Owego, a. 


line which ran through Tioga Point 
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and Jelnira. to Bath. The latter line 
was afterward extended to Olean: 
~The stage offices were at Patton's, 
in New York; Joseph |. Roy’s, Jersey 
City; Bolle’s tavern, Newark; the pub- 
lic houses at Newton and Dundaff; 
Buckingham’s, at Montrose; Dr. Tracy 
Robinson’s hotel at Chenango Point; 
CGoodiman’s and Manning’s taverns, in 
Owego; the Ithaca hotel and Grant’s 
coffee house, at Ithaca, and Faulkner’s 
hotel, at Geneva. , 

The coaches were drawn by four 
horses, the horses being usually 
changed at the end of each twelve or 
eighteen miles. Nine passengers were 
carried inside each coach, and as 
many outside as could ride comforta- 
bly-~generally from three to six. 

It was at about this ‘time that there 
were two rival stage lines from Owe- 
go to Ithaca. One was conducted by 
Stephen B. Leonard, and the other by 
Lewis Manning. Mr. Leonard’s stages 
‘urried the mails, and the rivalry was 
so sharp that he charged but fifty 
eents each way for passengers. In 
some instances passengers were car- 
ried free of charge and a free break- 
fast was given to them, to prevent 
their going by the rival line.’ Mr. 
Leonard had a contract for carrying 
the mails, which gave hima great ad- 
vantage over his competitor, who was 
finally compelled to withdraw his 
stages from the line. 

The Newburgh and Geneva line was 
owned by R. Manning, C. Pratt, D. 
Dunning, Lewis Manning, Augustus 
Morgan, EK. Hathaway, and others. 
This route was originally.from Owego 
to Binghamton, from Binghamton to 
Great. Bend, Great Bend to Sweet's 
tavern, Sweet's to. Mount Pleasant, 
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Mount Pleasant to, Lukens’s farm; 
liukens’s to. Bloomingburg, Blooining: 
burgh to Newbureh, aud thence by boat 


to New York. The stages left Owego 


three times. cach week, at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and ‘were two 
days and Cwo nights in making the 
- journey: 

The proprietors, in- September, L828, 
established another lise from ‘the head 
of Seneca lake to Owexo, in Connec- 
tion with the steamboat “Seneca 
Ohreir.". Trips: over this dime were 
made three times a week, and inter- 
sected the Newburgh line at Owego. 
The itviy Jrom New York .to, Geneva 
Was made in three days. The first 40 
and th inst 65 miles were by. water. 

Previous to about the year 1s30, the 
stages on the various lines running 
from and through Qwego. were usually 
two horse affairs. After making. a dis- 
tance of gbout fifteen niiles, the dri. 
vers ail horses were changed and 
sometimes the stages. The ‘stages 
were run, usually about © thirty 
niles each day. After 1830, heavy 
Troy couches were put upon the road, 


whieh were drawu by ‘four horses. 


each, with about the same changes. 
These Codches weighed from 1,S0U 
to 2000 pounds and carried nine pas- 
sengers inside and two outside, al- 
though piore were crowded on the top 
When it was necessary. The body of 
one of these stages was hung. on: two 
strony Joather straps, composed of 
INany thicknesses of leather. With five 
ormore: passengersthe riding was com- 


fortable; with only one or two passen- 


gers the stage rolled and jumped on a 
rough road. These stages were like 
the modern omnibus—they would al- 
ways hold. one more passenger. The 
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‘fire from Owego to Newburgh was 
7.25, and to Jersey City. over the 
Montrose route $8.00. 1 . 

A}l the villagers knew. the time of 
the arrival and departure of the dif- 
ferent stages, and When the sound of 
“the stage driver's horn was heard an- 
nouncing his coming, there, was usu- 
ally a considerable number of sight. 
seers to witness their going and coi- 
ing. | 

At the stage houses the passengers 
stopped for their meals, aud this tra- 
fic was a large source of profit. Usu- 
ally these hotel keepers were the es- 
sence of politeness, and in assisting 
their guests to and from the stages 
and entertaining them.in the house 
“they had no equals. 

In the old stage days in every vil- 
lage in the Susquehanna alley was a 
tavern designated as “the stage 
house,” or house where the. stagies 
stopped. The old Owego -hotel, which 
stood where the present: Ahwaga 
house is now, wus the stage house .in- 
this village for the old lines until the 
New York and Hrie. railroad was built 
to Owego in 1849. The hotel was 
burned in the fall of that year. nh 

The old stage companies had the 
contracts for carrying the mails and 
were consequently able to drive off, 
any opposition lines t..at. might be 
started. In October, 1840, N. Randall 
~& Co. started an opposition line be- 
tween Owego aud Morristown, N. JJ., 
running by the way of Montrose, Dun- 
dalf, Carbondale, Clark’s Corners, Ca: 
naan, Honesdale, and Milford, At 
Morristown, passengers for New York 
and Philadelphia were transferred to 
the cars. — | 

Nathan Randall, previous to estab- 
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lishing this stage line—from = 1828' to 
ASo7— was the publisher of the Ithaca 
Journal and Advertiser at Ithaca. His 
Owego, office was at k.. Manning & 
Son’s Owego hotel and his agent was 
J. C,. Dogardus.. Bogardus was from 
Khinebeck. He dicd a jew years af- 
terward, a vietilnt of intemperance. 

‘Rha New York “ageney was at 73 
Cortlandt street. The ugent, Jonathan 
Hill, was a bachelor. and had been. a 
stuee driver. At the time of his death 
he had not a relative living, and he 
left all his property. to John Patton, 
Je., @ nephew of James Vatton, who, 
was apent for the old stage line at 71 
Cortland: street, and himself a stage 
ascents.‘ John -atton, Jr, was after- 
ward engaced in the ocean steamship 
bupiness, and became very wealthy. 
At the time of his death a few years 
aga, he Was, the owner of the: Pacifie 
hotel in Greenwich street. — 

Willian CG. Thompson, who was .a 
sou of tleury Thompson, the first tay- 
ern keeper and postmaster at Camp- 
ville, lived nearly all of his life at 
Owego and died here. He was agent — 
for the old lines at 78 Cortlandt street 
about the your L846, and two years at- 
tarward went on the line to look after . 
the passenvers. 

Mr. thandall was finally driven off 
the road by the old companies, to 
whom he sold his coaches and stock. 
In every instance where opposition 
lines were. afterward started they 
were alpa compelled to leave the. road 
and sei out to the old proprietors. 
The office of the old lines was at Man- 
ning & Swn’s Owego hotel, -while the 
‘opposition established their agencies 
at the ‘Franklin house and. Tioga 
house. ‘The duty of these agents was 
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siinply to reeeipt fare for the com- 
pany. | 

Another of the opposition lines was 
the “Kagle Line” of Field, Cox & Co., 
which was established in October, 
{813, after the N. Y. & WW. railroad was 
completed to Middletown. The head- 
quarters of the proprietors were at 
. Binghamton. Coaches were run daily 
from Middletown by the way of Nar- 
rowsburg, Honesdale, Mount Pleasant, 
New Milford, Great Bend, and Bing- 
hamton to Owego. At this time the. 
offices of both the regular and Oppo- 
sition lines were at the. old Owego 
hotel, # 

Charles Cox was from Carbondale, 
Pa., Tle afterward kept a hotel four 
miles west of Honesdale. He died at 
Scranton. Mr. Field was a brother of 
Maj. Almerin Field, who was: proprie- 
tor at various times of hotels at Corn- 
ing, Elmira, OQwego, and Waverly. 
The brothers kept a hotel at Narrows- 
burg and were both engaged in stage 
coaching. Mera: 

As the New York and Erie railroad 
was coustructed the stages running 
east froui Owego changed their routes 
and rau iu connection with its last 
western terminus. The road was ex- 
tended to Goshen, in September, 1841; 
to Middletown, in June, 1843; to Port 
Jervis, in January, 1848; to Bingham- 
ton, in December of the same year; 
and to Owego October 1, 1849. When 
the road reached. Elmira the days of 
the old stage lines were at an end .so 
far as this part of the state Was con- 
cerned. | 

The ‘stage proprietors in the later 
days of stage coaching were as fol- 
lows: C. L. Grant & Co., Ithaca; 1. 
Ringe, Geneva; L. Manning & Son, 
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Owego; T. J. Magee, Bath; Lorenzo 
Seymour, Corning; Cooley & Maxwell, 
 Wlmira: Stephen Lb. Leonard, Owego; 
Augustus Morgan, Binghamton; Ithi- 
mier Mott, New Milford; Wm. Riley, 
Rileyville, Pa.; Hamilton & Son, 
Monticello; O. Sweet, Bloomingburg ; 
S. Hathaway, Newburgh; Leonard 
Searle & Bro., Montrose; Wim. Bron- 
son, ‘arbondale: Major . McClary, 
Honesdale; Sam Dimmock, Milford; 
the Cassidy brothers, Port Jervis: 
Charles Geach, Catskill; H. Curtis, 
‘Greene; and Miller Horton, Wilkes- 
barre. 

The Searleses came’ to Montrose, 
Pa., at an early day from the Wyon- 
ing valley, and were the first to estab- 
lish stage routes and post offices in 
~~ Susquehanna county. For many years 
‘they ran two lines from Milford. to: 
New York—one by the way of Sussex, 
N. J., and the other via Deckertown. 

The slage proprietors here named 
were all combined in one large stock 
company and. owned all the large 
routes running through southern New 
York. Wach one-put into the company 
as many coaches and as much live 
stock as was necessary. for the’ num- 
ber of miles he ran- over, and each 
drew mileage in proportion to the 
number of miles run by his stages. 
Settlements were made once every 
three months at meetings of the pro- 
prietors, which were held at various 
points previously designated. Owego 
ras a central point, and the meetings 
were frequently held here. 

As the N.Y. and E. railroad ex- 
tended its tracks westward and 
the stage routes were comsequently 
gradually shortened,many of the stage 
drivers became brakemen on the road, 
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were rapidly pushed forward, and be- 
‘ame conductors. The old coaches 
disappeared, most of them being re- 
moved to parts of the country not yet 
occupied by the railroads. — 


The last of the old coaches in Owe- 
gO Was lying tor several years in the 
old lane, which ran about where Cen- 
tral avenue now extends, and through 
which the old Owego and [thaca horse 
railroad had run down into. the vil- 
lage. ‘The coach was minus its wheels 
and everything else that could be car- 
ried away. One night, on a third of 
July, the boys made a great bonfire 
in the street at the north end of the 
park. The old coach was dragged out 
into the street and surrounded = by 
wooden boxes and other inflammable 
stuff. A light was applied, and the 
whole was soon a heap of ashes and 
scrap iron. 


Stage coaching was not unattended 
by accidents. The roads were some- 
times rough, the hills precipitous, the 
nights dark, and there was danger in 
times of ice and flood. The only ac- 
cident worthyof any mentionthat ever 
happened in Owego was on the 26th of 
March, 1846.. There was a great flood 
in the Owego creek, and all the low. 
land between the two bridges in Cana- 
wana was overflowed. At four o'clock 
in the morning, the mail coach from 
Himira containing five passengers was 
coming inte Owego. It passed over 
the creek bridge and entered the swilt 
current, which was flowing over the 
highway. The°*water at once swept 
away both coaches and horses. One 
of the horses was drowned. The dri- 
ver and three of the passengers were 
drowned. All passengers were young 
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men under twenty-five years of age 
anil ane of them was a negro. 


The Second Railroad Chartered in the 
‘State of New York Is Built between 
Ithaca and Owego, to Lessen the 
Expense of Transporting Merchan- 
dise to Owego .and thence by the 
Susquehanna River to'a Market, 
with Capital Stock of  $150,000,: 
“Which Js Subsequently increased to 
$450,000. | i 

| The. old [thaca and.Owego railroad 

was built in 1833 to make easier and 
cheaper transportation for merchan- 
dise. brought down Cayuga lake to 
lihaca hy boat. and drawn thence to 

Owego by teams for shipmeut down 

the Susquehanna river to the Philadel- 

pliiw arid Baltimore tharkets. 

At that time the chief products con- 
sisted of salt frem Syracuse, plaster 
trou. Auburn, and flour, grain, and 
lubiber tron: every direction. in cen- 
tral New. York. At first all the. mer- 
chandise was drawn the entire dis- 
tance from the point of production to 
Owege by teams. Finally a ditch was 
dug from the head of Cayuga lake to 
connect with the Hrie canal. When 
this water connection was  com- 
pleted boats were run down to Ithaea, 
and merchandise brought thence to 
Owego by teams. 

The proposition to build a railroad - 
froin Syracuse to Owego was first con- 
sidered. Publie meetings were held 
at Newark Valey, Berkshire, Rich- 
ford, Dryden and other places to cre- 
ate a sentiment in favor of such ‘road. 
But when. the water connection was 
made between the Krie canal and Cay- 
uga lake the plan was changed. 
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The first railroad constructed in the 
United States was built only six years 
previous, in 1827, and that was a horse 


‘yailroad from the granite quarries of 


Quincy, Mass., to the Neponset river, 
w distance of three miles. And the Ith 
aca and Owego railroad was incorpor- 
porated only a year later, 


The second. railroad was laid out in 
January, 1827, from the coal mines of 
Mauch Chunk, Pa., to the Lehigh’ 
river a distance of nine miles. In 1828 
the Delaware & Hudson canal con- 
pany constructed a ruilroad from its 
coal mines to Honesdale, Pa., the ter- 
minus of its canal, and sent a comniis- 
sion to IKmgland for the purchase of 
rai) iron and locomotives. (The loco- 
motives arrived in the spring of 1829: 
The third railroad constructed was the 
Baltimore and. Ohio line, commenced 
in. 1828. 

The first railroad chartered in the. 


state of New York was the Eludson & 


Mohawk railroad trom Albany to Seche- 
nectady, April 17, 1826, but its .con- 


‘struction was not begun until 1830. 


The second railroad chartered in this 
state was the Ithaca & Owego rail- 
road. 

In those days, as has already been 
related, Owego was the outlet’ from 
the north, by the Susquehanna river, 
for flour, grain, salt, lumber, plaster, 
ete., and for many years this part of. 
the state was the source of supply for 
such merchandise. Much of it came 
by the way of Ithaca to Owego and 
was. transported down the river in 
arks. The steamboat having proved 
a failure as a means of transporting 
freight, the next project was a rail- 
road. | 
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he Mhaea & Owego railroad was 
organized by capitalists living at Owe- 
YO. ahd ‘fthaea, « prominent among 
Whom Was James Puimpelly. The mut 
ter Was first agitated in 1827. 

It tad-at first been proposed. to > 
build a canal between Owego and Ith- 
aca, as a connecting link between the 
Waters of the Nrie canal and the Sus- 
quchauna river, but when it was found 
that there would ‘be an elevation iid 
corresponding depression of GO0U feet 
to overcume by lockage, as well-as the 
disudviautage of a doubtful supply of 
water, and also that «a railroad could 
be built for at least one-third less than 
a canal and could be used at all: sea- 
‘sons of the year while a canal would 
be froven in the winter months, the 
railroad project was substituted. 

No active measures, however, were 
taken to build the road until the build-- 
ine of the Chemung canal from -the’ 
head of Seneca lake to Khniva threat- 
ened ta divert trade from: Ithaca and 
Gwego. Then Gen. Simeon DeWitt, 
who owned a large tract of land at the, 
head of Cayuga lake, and others inter- 
ested: in the prosperity of Ithaca and 
Qweeo, set themselves at work to 
build this road. 

Sept. 20, 1827, ‘a meeting was held 
at Owego for the. purpose of taking 
measures to procure from the state 
legislature a grant for a company to 
coustruct a railroad from I[thaca_ to 
Owego. At this meeting Mr. Pum- 
pelly Was chairman and Stephen B. 
Leonard secretary. A committee com- 
posed of James Pumpelly, Kleazer 
Dana, John H. Avery, John R. Drake, 
‘and Stephen 'B. leonard — was ap- 
pointed to confer with a similar com- 
Inittee of Ithaca men. On the 38lst of 
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October a similar meeting was held 
at Ithaca, when a conmittee com- 
poscd of A. Db. W. Bruyn, F A. Blood- 
wood, Charles Humphrey, Henry Ack- 
ley, and Levi Leonard was appointed 
to confer with the Owego .courmittee. 

‘These connnittees met: ut Philip 
Goodman’s tavern in  Qwego, where 
the AhWaga house now stands, on 
November 20 and decided to petition 
the legislature to incorporate a com. 
-pany to construct the proposed road. 

The company was duly incorporated 
June 28, 1838, the corporation to’ con- 
tinue until January 1, 1878. The right 
Was granted io construct a. single 
or double track railroad from Cayuga 
lake, at or near Ithaca, to the Sus- 
quehanna river, in the village’ of 
Owego, and to erect and maintain toll 
houses and other buildings along ‘its 
line, The colpany Was empowered 
“to transport, take, and. carry prop- 
erty and persons, by the power and 
Foree of steam, Of aninrals, or of any 
combination of then, which the said 
corporation nay choose to employ.” 

The rate for transporting freight 
-was fixed at three cents a ton a mile, 
and for every pleasure carriage, or 
carriage used for the transportation of 
passengers three cents a mile, in addi- 
tion to the toll by weight for loading. 
The act also provided that ‘all per- 
sons paying the toll aforesaid may, 
with suitable and proper carriages, 
use and travel upon the said railroad, 
subject to such rules. and reg- 
ulations as the said corporation are 
authorized to make.” The act was 
to be null and void if the railroad 
should not be built and put into oper- 
ation within three years from the pas- 
sage of this act. | 
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The capital stock: was fixed at 
$150,000 in shares of $50 each.  Lu- 
(lier Gere and Andrew D.,, Wi Bruyn, 
of Ithaca, and Charles Pumpelly, of 
Owego, were appointed commissioners 
‘(Oo open books and receive subserip- 
tions to stock. December 20 it was 
announced that all the stock had been 
taken. 

A meeting of stockholders was held 
Hep. 10,1829, at the store; of Jesse 
Grant & Son at Ithaca, when nine 
directors. were chosen. These direc- 
tors were Francis A. Bloodgood, S. De- 
Witt Bloodgood, Richard’ V. DeWitt, 
A. D. W. Bruyn,Mynderse VanSchaick. 
Cornelius P. Heermans, James Pum.- 
pelly, Alvah Beebe, and Ebenezer 
Mack. F*rancis A. Bloodgood, was 
chosen president, Mr. DeWitt treas- 
urer, and Mr. Mack secretary. 

Two routes’ were surveyed. One 
Was by the valley of the inlet of Cay- 
uga lake and the west branch of Cata- 
tonk creek, through the town of Spen- 
cer. ‘The distance by this route from 
the Inlet bridge to Owego was 36.6 
miles. The other route, which was 
subsequently adopted, was by the: val- 
ley of the Six Mile creek, Beaver 
Meadow creek, one of its branches, 
and the east branch of the Catatonk 
creek. The distance from the inlet to 
Owego by this route was 29.6 miles. 


John Randal, Jr., was apppointed. 
engineer of the road.- He had_= con- 
structed the New Castle and French- 
town railroad in Pennsylvania, which 
was at that time one of the finest 
pieces of engineering in the United 
States. Ephraim Leach, the builder. 
of Ieach’s mills on the Owego creek, 
in the town of Tioga, was appointed 
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superintendent ol structure and engi- 
neering at the south end of the road. 


When the survey of the road had 
been completed it was found that the 
original Capital of $150,000, which had 
all been taken, was insuflicient to con- 
struct it, although at first, for want of 
correct information of the nature. and 
expense ot railroads, it was supposed 
to be adequate to the purpose. 


March , oy 283];. a meeting, of dele- 
gates from the several parts of the 
country adjacent to and interested in 
the projected raliroad, with delegates 
from ‘the -coal regions of Pennsylva- 
nia, was held at Philip Goodman’s 
tavern in this village. James Pum- 
pelly was chairman and David Wood- 
cock, of Ithaca, secretary. The: meet- 
ing appointed a committee, consisting 
of [Luther Gere, Jeremiah. S. Beebe, 
and Iforace Maek, of Ithaca, and 
James Pumpelly, Jonathan Platt, and 
John R. Drake, of Owego, to confer 
with those who held: the stock of the 
road, with a view to a more general 
distribution of such stock. A commit- 
tee was appointed to examine as_ to. 
the practicability © and probable ex- 
pense of building the road.. 


Several subsequent meetings were 
held. .At. one: of them, on . Feb, 17, 
1831, at Ithaca, a committee reported 
that the average tonnage in 18380, con- 
veyed by team from Ithaca to Owego 
yas 4,000 tons of plaster, 10,000 
pounds of salt, 450 tons of merchan- 
dise, 4,000,000 feet (or 4,000‘tons) of 
lumber, and 250 tons of miscellaneous 
articles, ‘ | 


In 1882 the charter, of the company 
was amended by act of the legislature, 














it “at fy a 

- sshegolok dahw (0 fae ; 

aia avicpeeel, To sukger Hoo gdb dio 
wa aaebooD. ghee te: “Hot nae ‘aa, ka 
: “oY, nose, egal ade ot UR SS at 
shoo “ive aaa tveurdaus paw veltp oe 
hy! “He IGE 5” ec. a ae nL 








en bien pone i. oe a, 
5 barn’ RE ethbnatond, |i teng lt 

hada a) waka yar x nae 
Wile Aagte of: Blod wiln Seat aa ae 
or. a. hriaddg ators re be bel ai > oe boa 
oS Salata khan Ho. agi twdbetb - 
at et selena Mas AOR, 


<j 










i Se 





boson, wot 
ie or #109 onae: at 4 


446 


increasing the . capital stock to: 
$300,000. | 

The builders of the railroad were 
Jeremiah S.and Alvah Beebe,brothers, 
who were sons of Col. Jedidiah Beebe, 
of Lynn, Coin., who distinguished 
himself in the battle of New London, 
in 1812. They built the Clinton house 
at Ithaca, and the Fall creek tunnel, 
and also put the first steamboat on 
Cayuga lake. 

The road was constructed in 1833, 
and opened for ‘traffic in April, 1804. 
The. track was. altogether different 
from the tracks of the railroads of the 
present day. The proposed mode ‘of 
construction, as detailed by W. A. 
Swift, United States engineer, in the 
“Report and Survey of the Route of 
the Ithaca and. Owego Railroad,” 
printed in pamphlet form at Ithaca, 
in 1828, was in brief as’ follows: 

Pits two and one-half feet in depth 
and three feet square were to be dug 
at intervals and filled with broken 
stone. Within three inches of the 
surface of the ground flat stones were _ 
placed. Across the head of the track . 
and resting on these stones were 
placed oak sills, ten inches square and 
seven and one-half feet. in length. 
These sills were placed eight feet 
apart. Oak sleepers for the rails, six 
by twelve inches and from 16 to 24 
fect in length, were laid lengthwise 
with the track and- fastened to the 
sills with wooden pins. . 

The rails were straps of rolled 
wrought iron, two and one-fourth 
inches wide and one-half of an inch’ 
thick. Holes of oblong shape were 
punched in the rails eighteen inches 
apart, through which four-inch screws 
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were driven, to hold them to. the 
sleepers beneath. No “firsh-plates”’ 
were used, as at the present day to 
counect. the ends of the rails, but. 
they were cut at the ends diagonally 
and the ends laid close together. 

These rails had one serious defect. 
After having been in use some time, 
the screw heads were apt to break off 
and the pointed ends of the rails, or 
snake heads, as. they were called 
would spring up trom the track and 
remain up. The result was. that 
serious accidents to passengers were 
. caused by the “snake heads tearing 
through the floor of passenger coaches 
and injuring passengers. 

The road had but one track, and 
had: frequent) turn-out or passing 
places, at the present day called 
switches. 

The board of trustees of Owego vil- 
lage, at a special meeting on Sept. 27, 
1833, authorized the railroad company 
to- lay its tracks through the public 
park and such parts of the streets to 
and from the public square as might 
be necessary for the purposes of the 
company. Three days later, at a 
“Ineeting of the railroad directors at 
Ithaca, a committee was apyointed to 
come to Owego to arrange for a final 
location: for the southern terminus of 
the road. Oct. 5, two members of the 
committee, William N. Collins and 
Julius Ackles, met the engineer-in- 
chief at this place, who submitted the 
various surveys. 

It was decided to enter the village 
through lands of Elizur Talcott, David 
P. Tinkham, and Mrs. Mary A. Lan- 
ing and the village park. Mr. Talcott 
gave the company aright of way sixty 
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feet Wide through his farm. The road 
Was accordingly extended into this 
village between” his dwelling house 
aud the public. highway (now North 
avenue.) It ram trom Itthaeca.to Owe- 
go ovel the Hhne of what is now the 
Cayuga division of the Delaware, 
Lackawana & Western railroad, and 
followed its present -course down 
through where the centre of Central 
‘avenue now is and through the lands 
of Man Tinkham and Mrs. Laning to 
the park. 


At this. tinte Temple street had not 
been extended from North. avenue 
West hox Street west. of «North 
avenue Was opened only to’ the. rail- 
road. track, Between the present 
“Temple street and. extending nearly 
ap to Pox street was a pond known 
for many years as the Dodd pond and — 
as. Leke Dodd... To cross the low, 
ground on the west side of this pond 
a high. erabankment was, built to a_ 
level with the ground at each end, 
-over which the railroad. trains ‘were 
run, ‘The tacks extended down along 
What is now about the centre’ of Cen- 
tral avente.° Ss 


Previous to the coming of»the coi, 
mittee fron: Ithaca to Owego, eleven 
business inuen of his. village, Latham. 
A. Burrows, . Cuarles Pumpelly, 
Stephen &. leonard, William Pum- 
pelly, Jonathan Platt, Gurdon tHewitt, 
Amos Martin, George Bacon, William 
A. Ely, Francis Armstrong, and James 
Kily, had signed an agreement: (dated 
Sept. oy. 1833) to procure conveyances 
to the railroad company, or to pay 
the damages that might be assessed 
by commissioners, for such land as 
the company. should need for depot 
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purposes. But no depot was ever 
built. 

lt was arranged that the road 
should .enter the north end of the 
park, a little east of the centre there- 
of. At the southeast corner of the 
park the road turned into Front street 
on a curve and ran up that street a 
little south of its centre to the old 
Owego hotel, which stood where the 
Ahwaga house now stands. 

A switch was placed in the track a 
little east of Church street, so that 


freight cars could be run on another 


track. This track extended down un- 
der the long row of wooden stores. 
Which then occupied the site of the 
present brick ones, and .was. about 
twelve fect below the level of Front 
street. Cars were thus enabled to 
discharge their contents of salt, plas- 


ter, grain, ete, into arks and- upon 


rafts, to be floated thence down. the 
river. 

Previous to the building of this — 
railroad teams could be driven with 


tneir loads down to the river through 


two lanes, or alleys, one of which was 


between the stores of Dr. Jedediah 


bay and Gurdon Hewitt, and the other 
between the Laning storehouse and 
Ely s hat store. Upon the road along 
the river under the stores the railroad 
tracks were laid. 

Another switch at the séueh end of 
the park allowed cars to be turned on 
to: another track which crossed Front 
street just below the bridge into Wil- 
liam H. Platt’s storehouse. 

The first passenger conveyances 
used on this railroad were similar to 
the old stage coaches, the driver sit- 
ting on the box and driving one horse. 
Freight was carried on small flat cars. 
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about twenty feet in length, with sides 
about four feet high, drawn by two 
horses. The horses were driven. tan- 
dei, for the reason that they had to 
walk between the two rails and there 
Was not room for them to go side by 
side. A “train” consisted of two cars. 
Coming south trom Ithaca these flat 
cars were loaded with merchandise; - 
returning north they were usually 
elupty..  Wach freight car had four 
wheels, which were made open, with 
spokes. Later, when a locomotive was 
used to draw freight cars the passen- 
ger coach was usually attached to the 
rear of the freight cars. 


A reproduction ot the time table of 
the Ithaca and Owego railroad, issued 
in circular form. in 1838, is here re- 
produced. It was originally: used : to 
illustrate an article in the Railway 
Gazette a few years ago, written by 
Herbert T. Walker. The “burden 
cars” mentioned in the. circular and 
which were required to: pay toll at the 
rate of three cents a ton a mile, were 
owned by individuals, who under the 
provisions of the charter of the road, 
could have them added to the com- 
pany’s ‘trains at certain points along 
the route. 


Such*an appliance as a brake for 
car wheels was at this time unknown; 
and it. was somewhat difficult to regu- 
late the speed of trains on a down 
grade. Sometimes an iron bar, ‘simi- 
lar to a handspike, would be placed 
in the spokes of a wheel and pressing 
up against the front of the car. This 
would block the motion of the wheel, 
causing it to slide on the track and 
acting as a brake. ; 
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RAIL ROAD. 


NEW ARRANGEMENT WHILE FINISHING THE ROAD. 
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The frain of Trausportation Cars will leave Ithaca 
every licrnoon (Sundays excepted) at 4, and errive at Gridley’s at 8 o'clock, 
P.M. , will leave Gridiey’s al 4, and arrive at Ethacea at & o'clock, “A. M., stop 
prog, bolb in going and returning, at flowe's Furnout, Whitcomb'’s and Wilsey’s 
Malls, to (ake in and discharme luadiag, and reccive Cara that may bo in raciness 
fo yon the train. 


Tbe train of Transportation Carson the Owego end 


of the Road, will leave Owego every afternoon (Sundays excepted) ot, and arrivo , 


at Gridicv's at 8 o'clock, P. M,, will leave Gridley’s at 4. end’ arrive 19 Owego 
al 7o'clock, A. M., stopping both goog und relurmng sat ones’ Cross Roads, 
Sacket’s and Chidsey's Muls,-at Candor Corners, and at Booth’s Cross Roads, to 
tuke mand diwcharge fvading, and to receive euch cara a3 may be in readiacss to 
jorn the train. ‘ 


Wo burdea Care are permitted to run upom the Road 
except such ag are registered 10 the Secretary's Office in Ithaca. and have a Cerctif. 
scete of Fitness from the Eagineer, and a way-bill of loading must accompany 
each car not Lelonging to the Company's Train, and toll paad at the Gates. at the 


rete of 3 cents per tua per mule, 
DANIEL L. BISHOP, Secretary.: 


ITHACA, Suly 20, 1838. 





Mack, Andrus 4 Woodruff, Printers. jj 
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The first locomotive was used on 
this railroad in 1844. It is said to 
have been built at Auburn and. was 
so constructed as to consume its own 
smoke. It was called the “Pioneer” 
and Was manufactured in. the. state 
prison by convict labor. Its smoke 
stack was similar in shape to a piece 
of stove pipe. Its frame was ot wood. 
Its boiler was covered with a coating 
of wood, painted drab. The boiler 
Was supplied with water by a hand 
pump through a hose. The water was 
kept in a large hogshead on a flat car. 


The engine was-a_ failure. The’ 
steam chamber was too large for the 
boiler,.and steani could not be made 
fast enough. -The chamber was sub- 
sequently altered. The - locomotive 
was afterward: reconstructed and the 
~ wooden frame was replaced with an 
ivoh one. 


The locomotive was a Slow affair. 
lt ran only about as fast as a horse 
could trot. On its first trip from Ith- 
aca it ran all right until it reached a 
point a little north of Candor, when it 
could be run no further, as the engi- 
neer could not obtain suflicient steam. 
It had to be finally hauled back to 
Ithaca by~ horses. Frequently — the 
steam would run down, causing the 
train to stop running entirely. Then, 
while the fireman was getting up 
more steam the passengers would sit 
on the bank at the side of the track 
and pass away the time playing cards 
_ or pick, berries along he way. This is 
said to- have been the origin of the 
term, “huckleberry train.” Later a 
more competent engineer was found 
‘and no further difficulty was exper- 
ienced. 
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The locomotive made one trip with 
freight each day to Ithaca and -re- 
turn and the horse car one trip at 
hight. “The time between Ithaca and 
Owego was six hours, or about seven 
miles an hour, but on one occasion 
the trip Was made in four and one- 
half hours. pura 

it is. related that in 1844 a Whig 
mass meeting was held in Ithaca. 
That day a load of Owego Whigs rode 
over to Ithaca on the train to attend 
the meeting. At Candor the track was 
so Slippery with oil that the locomo- 
tive could not proceed until the rails 
had been covered with sand.. The 
story went abroad that the Democrats 
had greased the track.but it afterward 
appeared’ that the trouble had. been 
caused by a leaky barrel] of oil. 

The same day Philip Mosher, son of 
Seth Mosher, who for many years képt 
the Central house in Owego, drove 
over to Ithaca on the railroad track 
-with his horse and the old passenger 
coach. In returning he became tired 
of waiting for the train to leave, and 
swore that if it did not start’ within 
ten minutes he would go on ahead of it 
with the coach, and he did. He had 
hardly got out of sight when the train 
started. Some idea of the speed of 
the train can be gathered from the 
fact that after Mr.Mosher had reached 
tue Half Way house and had stopped 
to water his horse, the locomotive 
came in sight just as he drove on. 
While the iron horse took water Mr. 
Mosher obtained another good. start. 
When he drove into the park in this 
village,the train was behind him,about 
where Temple street is now. . He 
made the trip in a few minutes more 
than three hours. — 
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About a year after the chamber of 
the locomotive had been altered a dis- 
ustions accident happened, which put 
tn end to its: usefulness, “At. six 
o'clock in thé evening of May 21, 
tSfi, while ‘it Was hawling -a train 
from’ Ithaca .te. Owego, jit broke’ 
through a bridge at Woodbridge's, 
about six miles north of Owego. The 
bridge had bee for some time in an 
Unsede condition.” The “engineer, DL. 
Hi: Hateh,’ of Flemineville,.and the 
fireman, A. Dickiusou, of Danby, were 
both instantly killed. This was the 
last trip-that Mr. Hatch, had. intended 
to make over thé road. He fell under 
the locomotive,, whieh crushed in his 
breast. 

The “Pioneer” was never afterward 
used to draw trains. It stood ona 
switch west of North avenue in’ this 
village for a time. When’ the ea 
& W. railroad was completed — to _ 
-Seranton, Pa., about. the year 1802,: it 
Was taken to that city, where it was 
used for sawing wood, by blocking it‘ 
up so that the wheels. did not touch 
the ground. : 

When the locomotive was put on 
the road Jarger passenger cars were 
‘used. The new ones were about one- 
third the size of am ordinary passen- 
ger, couch on railroads of the preseit 
day. About twenty-five passengers 
could he seated facing cach other in a 
cur on seats that raw lengthwise with 
the car, siniilar to: the seats in the 
street cars of the present day. There 
were ne stoves in the cars to keep 
passengers warn in the winter. After 
the accident at Woodbridge’s all the 
cars were drawn by horses, and so 
continued until the road was rebuilt 
in 1850. ; 
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One of the passenger cars that was 
put on the old horse railroad’ during 
its latter days, continued to be used 
after the railroad was reconstructed 
and larger and improved locomotives 
were used. It was built in Connecti- 
cut in 1848. and wis put on the road 
the next year, = It was not tiken . off 
the road until. 1882. 


While the lovomotive was used it 
was allowed to run no further than 
the south end of the park. The stores 
on both sides of Front .street were 
wooden ones-—-some. of them old rook- 
eries—and ‘it wis feared that they 
might take fire from sparks. i 
* "Phe old locomotive house stood as 
late.as 1850 on wnat is now the: south- 
west corner of Central avenue and 
Temple street. It was of rectangular 
shape, weather-beaten and unpainted, 
and was large enough to house the 
locomotive and a car or two. A small 
turntable, which was worked by band, 
stood just south of the engine house. © 

The first agent at Owego of the I[th- 
aca and Owego railroad was Jonathan 
Platt, whose office was at his store on 
the south side of Front street, oOppo- 
site the Owego hotel, When Mr. Platt 
sold his store to Taylors & Bell, W. C. 
Taylor became the agent. At the same 
time Allen Storrs & Ball were agents. 
for the People’s line of insured boats, 
running between Ithaca and New 
York city, and another ‘line running 
from Ithaca to Buffalo, and received 
freight here for all points beyond 
Ithaca. Dee a 

The passenger cars started from in 
front of the Owego hotel at 4 o’clock 
in the morning of each day, and were 
inet half way. between Ithaca .and 
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456° .. 
Owego by another train, which left 
Ithaca at about the same hour. 

The capital stock of the railroad 
Was increased to $400,000 by act of 
the legislature, passed May 3, 184, 
just after the completion of the road. 

April 18,2838, ‘another act’ was 
passed by the legislature, authorizing 
the comptroHer to deliver to the -rail- 
road company special certificates of 
stock of $1,000 each to the amount of 
5200,000, bearing, annual interest of 
five and one-half per cent. For this 


- 


loan the state took’ a Hen upon the 


road and its equipment. 

May 14 1840, another act of the leg- 
islature authorized the comptroller of 
the. state to issue and deliver to the 
railroad company certificates of stock 
of this state to the amount of $28,000, 
to bear interest at six per cent. 

The state loan amounted to about 
$8,655 a mile, and the interest was to 
have been paid semi-annually. But 
the panic of 1887 proved fatal to the 
‘prospects of the road. When the first 
senii-annual interest became due its 
payment was not forthcoming, and 
when default was again made in the 
payment. of the second semi-annual 
interest the comptroller, Azariah C. 
Klagg, advertised the road tor sale at 
auetion. After at least Gne postpone- 
ment, the sale was made May 20, 1842, 
and the property was struck olf to 
Archibald Melntyre and others” tor 
$4,500. The rolling stock was subse- 
quently sold to the Cayuga & Susque- 
hanna railroad company for about 
$50,000. er 

April 18, 1843, the state legislature 
passed an act constituting McIntyre 
and the several persons to: whom he 
might assign any portion of the old 
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Ithaca & Owego railroad a body cor- 
porate by the name-of the Cayuga & 
Susquehanna railroad, such corpora- 
tion to continue until January 1, 19900. 
The capital stock was fixed at $18,000 
and divided into shares of $15 each. 

Three years later the road was re- 
built with heavy T suaped rails, as it 
isto-day. Thecontractors were Jones & 
Stearns, of New Hampshire. Wallace 
W. Barden, who had built railroads for 
these contractors in the eastern 
States, caine here in September, 1849, 
and had charge of the reconstruction 
of the road as foreman. He brought 
about eighty men with him from New 
Hampshire. The road from the top of 
the hill at Ithaca to Owego was com- 
pleted Dec. 17, 1850. The road down 
the hill into [Ithaca was finished a year 
later. ‘ 

After the completion of the New 
York and Erie railroad to ‘Owego in 
1849, the track of the Cayuga & Sus- 
quehanna railroad was built - on a 
curve from the main track near Mc- 
Master street to the New York & Erie 
station, east of North avenue, and the 
trains, which were drawn by. heavy - 
locomotives of the modern type were 
run to that station. An effort had 
been made in July, 1848, to induce the 
village trustees to use their influence 
to have the track through the. park 
torn up and the railroad discontinued. 
This was not accomplished, however, 
until the summer of 1o0d0, a year after 
the cars had been running to the New 
York & Erie station. yy 

On the first of January, 1855, the 
Cayuga &- Susquehanna road was 
leased to the Delaware, Lackawanna 
_& Western railroad company, and is 
still operated by that company. 
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My. Barden was appointed roadiias- 
ler of the reconstructed Cayuga & 
Susquehanna road and continued as 
toadimaster thirty-six years until the 
iain line of the Delaware Lacka- 
wanna & Western railroad was built 
from Binghamton to Owego and the 
two roads were connected by building 
the iron bridge across the Susque- 
hanna river at the foot of William 
street. Then the tracks connecting 
the road with the New York & Krie 
railroad station were removed and | 
trains were run to the D., L. & W. 
station, south of c..e river, 


Some Account of the Early Inns in the 
Days when Travellers Were Enter- 
tained at Log Houses and Later at 
the: Pixley; Bates, Deforest, and 
Laning Taverns, and Later at the 
Old Owego Hotel and the = Central 
and Tioga Houses. 


[fu the days of the early settlement 
of Owego the first settlers entertained 
the few travellers who came through 
the woods here at their houses. James - 
McMaster, the first settler here, used 
his house on the south side of‘ Front 
street, east of Academy street, as a 
tavern for the accomodatien of travel- 
lers until publie houses were built 
elsewhere. As the number of settlers 
vradually increased along the roads 
Which had been eut through the wil- 
derness, the taverns, many of them 
small ones and roughly constructed of 
logs, increased in number, and within 
a few miles-of each other could be 
found some sort of a house where 
teamsters and the oecasional traveller 
on toot or by stage could obtain lodg- 
ing and refreshment. Some of these 
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were simply dwelling houses, with 
limited accomodations for guests, 
while later Ones ‘were more pnretel- 
tious in size, with a barroom attach- 
ment, but- little Jess primitive im their 
appointments, — 

One of the first of these inus was 
the house long known as the Pixley 
tavern ia Goodrich settleiment in the 
town of Tioga. Others. were the Bates 
‘and Deforest taverns at Owego. Abner 
‘Turner built a tavern north of Owego 
in the town of Tioga, near the red 
mills. Two miles distant on the old 
Ithaca and Owego turnpike was Wool- 
verton’s tavern, a little log house. 
Woolverton later built a two-story 
tavern on the opposite side of the 
road, under the bank. The next tav- 
ern was Daniel Bacon’s, about a mile 
this side of .Candor. The next ones 
on the turnpike were ‘at Candor and 
Candor corners.. The turnpike gate 
nearest to Owego was just north of . 
Woolverton’s tavern. — 


The house built by Col. David Pix- 
ley and oceupied by him us a dwelling 
liouse and tavern still stands in the 
town of Tioga. It was built in 1791. 
{t is-at the right hand side of the high- | 
way as one goes from Owego toward 
“Glenmary” and a few rods north of 
the road, 

One unacquainted with its history 
would naturally wonder why it should 
stand at right angles with the high- 
way and with its rear toward the 
road. At the time it was built the old 
road ran along on the northeast or 
front side of the building, and ex- 
tended down the hill to the Indian 
spring, near which, on the Owego 
creek, Col. Pixley built a grist mill. 
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Here the road crossed the creek and 
came through Owego. 

Like all buildings. constructed at 
that time, it was built of heavy timber 
and the nails and all the iron work 
were forged by a blacksmith. In 1802 
Col. Pixley sold the house to judge 
Noah and Eliakim Goodrich, who 
bought also all of Col. Pixley’s large 
tract. of land there. Judge Goodrich 
lived and died in the tavern and his 
son, Kphraim, lived there afterward. 

There was another small tavern in 
those days kept by Sam Stafford. It 
was a small one and stood on the’ west 
side of the Owego creek in the town 


. of Tioga, on the north side of the 


highway leading from Main street out 
of this. village. It stood about where 
the gateway to the “Vesper — Cliff” 
property now is. ‘a 

The first ‘tavern built in this village 
was for many years known as the 

Bates tavern and stood on the north- 
west corner of Front and Church 
streets, where the Ahwaga house is 
now. Church street had not- been 
opened as a street at that time, and 
the only highway through Owego was 
the river road, now known as Front 


' gtreet. Capt. Luke Bates purchased 


the land of James McMaster Nov. 12, 
1795, and erected thereon a tavern, in 
one part of which was a small country 
store. It was built of timber and 
planks, was two stories high, and was 
painted red. In front was a long por- 
tico, with benches thereon. The 
horse sheds were on the bank of the 
river on the opposite side of the road. - 
' A red barn stood west of the tavern, 
with a small space of ground between 
the two buildings. : June 17, 1800, 
Capt. Bates purchased of David 
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Humphrey the lund in. the rear, on 
what is now the southwest corner’ of 
Main and Chureh streets, on which. 
was a dwelling house and bari. The 
entire property was sold by Capt. 
Bates February 147, 1803, to George | 
Stevens, of ‘Canuan,. Conn, and 
Charles Pumpelly for. $3 500. 

Yapt. Luke Bates was the first set- 
Her west of Union, Broome county 
{then Tioga county.) While living 
there, in 1791, he represented the 
{own Of Union in the board of super- 
visors. He hid betn, a sea captain. 
The exact date of his settlement wt 
Owego is not known.: Ile was one of 
those to whom James McMaster, the. 
originid owner of all the land now oc- 
cupied by the village of Owego, sold 
Inuch of his. laud He came here, 
probably, about. the year 1791, as 
deeds of- the village lots given.by him 
in that year° are on record in the 
Tioga clerk’s office. After he sold his 
tavern he removed about two miles 
east. of Owego. and settled “on” the 
_ tittle Nanticoke creck, where he lived 
on the. north side of the road and con- 
ducted a whiskey “distillery. . At the 
time of his comimy to Owego he was 
a@-prosperous Dita of business, but ad- - 
die¢ted to. drink. Jie became very in- 
‘temperate and died ten years after 
the sale of his tavern and store. 

Gapt. Bates wis one of the three 
original trustees of “Owego — settle- 
ment” appointed. by James MeMaster 
in the deed executed in February, 
1797, giving to the settlement the land 
OW occupied by the village park, the 
county jail, and the old Owego acad- 
emy. Sept. 4, 1813, soon after his 
death, a meeting of the inhabitants 
“was held and Mleazer Dana was elect- 
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ed trustee in his place. Pumpelly and 
stevens kept the tavern and in econ- 
uection therewith the store until Jan 
tiury 30, 1804, when Stevens sold his 
interest.in the tavern property to Mr. 

Puwinpelly, together with a Village lot 
in Back (now. Main) street for $1,200. 

The square’ now bounded by Front, 
bitke, Main, and Church streets, coih- 
prised four: villuge lots of equal size. 
~The two lots comprising. the western 
tat were owned by James Caldwell, 
and the eastern half was the tavern 
property. 

At the west. end of, the tavern’ was 
a ball room, where social functions 
Were oeeasionally held... This ball 
room hud becn the place for holding 
all. publie mectings, and it answered 
the purpose of a town hall for miuniy 
Years. 

The first‘town meeting.of the town 
of Tioga (now Owego) was held at 


the Bates tavern April 3, 1800. After 
the court house at. Spencer was 
burned im 1821 and until a new one 
was built at Owego in 1823 all sales 
of real estate at mortgage foreclosure 
were made at this tavern. While the 
court house was building the courts 
were held in the ball room of the tay- 
ern. Ee 

lor any years all business centred 
around the spot and property in that 
Yicinity until as’ late as 2183 Was 
worth fully twenty per cent. more 
than property in any other part of the 
“Vilage. But everything was changed 
in 1850. In 1849, the year when the 
hotel was burned, the New York and 
frie railroad was’ completed. to Owe- 
go. Previous to that time the great 
stage thoroughfare was Front street 
and- the Owego hotel was the stage 
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depot. The cars of the old lthaca and 
Owego horse railroad also ran to the 
hotel. After the burning of the hotel 
the business went temporarily to the 
Central and Tioga houses, which for a 
time were in the centre of business. 
Tue New York and Krie railroad di: 
verted business from the old thorough- 
fare. Lake street, Main street, and 
North avenue were gradually built up 
With substantial stores as old build- 
ings were burned or torn down and 
the business of the village was grad- ° 
ually and entirely changed. 

Charles Pumpelly conducted the 
store and kept the Bates tavern -until 
JS15, when he removed to a large and. 
hiundsome residence he had built’ and 
which ocenpicd the lots on the north 
side of Iront street where the homes 
of. judge Mead) and Miss Anna M. 
Dean now stand. Daniel Churchill 
then leased the tavern of Mr. Pum- 
pelly and kept it two years. In 1818, 
Mdward Wdwards, of Berkshire, who in’ 
{S815 had been landlord of the old Lan- 
ing tavern, moved in and he also re- 
mained two years. The next landlord 
was Wrastus 8. Marsh, who had been 
a clerk in John Hollenback’s store 
and who took possession. in 1820. 
Marsh was ‘fond of liquor and did not 
do a profitable business. He failed 
and Jonathan Platt took: possession’ 
of the taver, rather than have it 
closed, 

In May, 1824, Philip Goodman came 
from Dansville, Pa., and became land- 
lord. He kept the house until it was 
burned at sundown in March, 1829. 
This fire and the one that burned ma- 
jor Horatio Ross’s store in the winter 
of 1826-7, were the first fires of any 
account at Owego. People at this tav- 
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evn fire became very much excited, 
and some in their zeal to save prop: 
erty seized the dishes from the supper 
tible and threw them into the street. 
One lian picked up a handspike and in 
his excited condition ran about and 
‘broke the tavern. windoiws. A elerk in 
William Puiapelly’s store on the south 
side ot ie ‘street! fearing that the 
store would catch fire, dashed up 
stalrs and begat to save the stock ot 
cmotkery: by thrawing sm out df the 
Window, coucluding his work by carry: 
ibe a pair of andirons carefully down 
stairs and depositing then in safety 
oh the sidewalk. che 
On the site of the old tavern Charlies 
~Pumpelly soon Built a three-story 
wooden building, painted white, which 
he cahed the Oweeu hotel. [t was a 
large house and was regarded ds -a 
great public improveinent. Mr. Good- 
duan became fandlord upon its con- 
pletion, taliing possession Oct. 12, and 
he kopet the house until 1S82 when he 
left it and became landlord of the 
Landing -bavermn: Lewis Manning, who 
had been keeping the Laning tavern, 
hecame Jaudlord of the Owego hotel: 
‘The house was in. possession of Mr. 
Mannning until T8388, when his son, 
* Chester J. Mannie, became the land- 
lord. lator’ the two kept it under-the 
‘firin name of L. Manning & Son, until 
June, [Sf5, When  Metzgar Edwards, 
who had been keeping. the Kagle ‘tav- 
ern at Wiimira, became landlord ‘and 
kept the house about two years. In 
May, (845, l.. Manning & Son. again 
became proprietors and kept it until 
the spring of 1848. -When. it was. 
burmed.in the great fire of September, 
1849, Charles Stebbins had been the 
proprietor about eighteen months. 















= ae Histor Pe 
ie aukt: 109. 1g 
sf ‘gaat parctiaal 
bate hg 
at Pa ‘ode ad) 97m Oh 

5 a hee Ne | Lie . 
; oven Md OW, Ke i 
cob AE) eae 
Phe Pee ti Ane: eat any j 


ui i. 




















© ite ie ver wee pret 
ong ae ea page wel 
Mey a ee Bae bobam's | f ie 
: he bth ring 
ig 0” 
yi es ei 190 pie nag 
ae abit - Std Jbl, gavin 3 
2" as ko” protean Santee” ee ee 
wale aaa Aired beep ti’ “aatina Si Me kas 
Ay werawgs qatinsich wa) aiiguod - ee fed. 
slod pgen0 ons eagle 4 aainoud 

MM, for ainoder aR. tht a ea 
od) Rid weak Boek 
Beant seus soured ey 








ae seal: wh aaah ou 
wicca ell ee 





Phe! aaa oi ars a 
i aed aelger 168% 
! a saree. pa 
alte 


465 


While the fire was raging in the street 
below, Wiping out the wooden: stores 
on both sides of Front street and grad- 
ually approaching the hotel, Mr. Steb- 
bins seryed breakfast to a large num- 
ber of guests of the house. ‘The fire 
son afterward reached the hotel and it, 
too, Was soon Wiped out of existence. 


The Detforest Tavern, 


One of ihe earliest taverns at Owe- 
go was the  Deforest tavern, which 
stood at the northeast corner of Front 


‘and Paige streets.. It was a large 


building with high steps in front, and 
all the staves stopped there. It is not 
known when this house was built, but 
it was about the year 1800. It >was 
kept by lra Deforest, of whom little 
is known here now. He had a daugh- ° 
ter, [luldah Deforest, who lived -later 
on a let on the east side of ‘North 
avenue, which lot she purchased of 
Mlizur Talcott, Jr., and: which extend- 
ed on that street from ox to John R. 
street.. Several yards back from the 
avenue she built a gmall house where 
she lived several yeurs. She was 
a semmstress. She removed some- 
where in the west, where she mar- 
ried a man named Douglass. They 
had two dsughters, Ellen and Julia 
Ann. Douglass. Julia Ann was mar- 
ried to John W. Merritt, of New York 
city. ‘Their son, Gen. Wesley Merritt, 
became one of the most prominent 
officers in the United States army. 
The North avenue and .Fox © street 
house and lot were sold in August, 
1830, by the Merritts to judge John R. 


Drake for $200, 


The Deforest tavern was kept at 
one time by HWbenezer B. Gregory and 
was tor many years known as the 
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Gregory louse. One of the early land- 
lords was Mbenezer Backus, Who came 
fron. Athens, Pa. Mar. Deforest be- 
came lauwdlord of the old Laning 
tavern and- died while keeping that 
house. 

Vir, Buckus Was a sSlaveholder and 
owned two slaves, Ife held the oitlice - 
of clerk, of the town of Owego in 1814: 
ile lixed here but a few years and re- 
turned to Atheus in IStu. Mrs. Louise 
Welles” Jhurray’s “History: of -Qld Ti- 
(etd, Point, aud Karly .Athens” gives 
considevable information concerning 
Mr. Backus. He came-to Athens from 
Windham, Coun, about the year 1812. 
tie was a. son-in-law. of Col: -bleazer 
Lindley, who was an active officer of 
the'iersey Blues’ in the revolutionary 
War avd was in the Sullivan expedi- 
bow) oben. Backus was Wavelling agent 
for the post office department several 
vearg. ‘He died at Athens in’ 183 
- ewis Manning ~ succeeded Mr. 
‘Baekus as landlord of the Deforest 
tuvern ih ite. | DeWitt Clinton once 
visited Owego and Was a guest at this ° 
house, It was afterward for. many 
years occupied as a dwelling house. 
When Arba Campbell built the brick 
house now owned by Mrs. Gorham on 
ihe corer, he removed the old tavena 
building arvound the corner on the cast 
side ot aige street, where it stood un- 
til 1901; when it was torn down and a 
large double tenement built in. its 
plaice, by Lyman T. Stanbrough. 

‘The Old Laning Tavern. 

The oid Laning tavern, later known 
as the ["ranklin house, stood on the 
north side of Front street, near Court 
street. At an early day the land at 
the northeast corner of these two 
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streets was owned by Amos Draper, 
who purchased it of James McMaster, 
the original owner.. June 4, 1792, Mr. 
Draper sold twelve village lots to 
Cupt. Mason Wattles. Wight of these 
lots comprised all the land on the 
north side of front street between 
Paige and Church streets. ‘Capt. Wat- 
tles failed ia business and on Feb. 7, 
1799, all of his property, including the 
square bounded by Prout, Lake, Main, 
and Court streets, was seized for a 
debt of £578. 2s. 4d. and costs by 
Jacob Conkline, a New York mer- 
chant and sold at sheriff's sale 
for $d02. The lots on which the sher- 
iff's residence, the old academy build- 
ing, and the county clerk's office now 
stand were not included in this sale, 
as they had been previously deeded 
to the trustees of Owego sttlement by 
James McMaster in February, 1799. 
‘Noy. 20, 1802, Mr. Conkline sold the 
property to Robert Bowne, another 
New York merchant, for $1,000. eb, 
ld; 180d, Mr. Bowne sold to Gen. John 
Laning the lot at the corner of Front 
and Courl streets for $600, 

This lot was just one-fourth of the 
Front, Lake, Main, and Court: street 
square. it. was on a part of this 
ground that the old Laning tavern was_ 
built. The house stood close to the 
walk on Front street and was several 
feet east from the Court street corner. 

At. what time the tayern was con-. 
structed cannot. be accurately ascer-_ 
tained. ‘The framework of large hewn 
logs was first erected for a jail and 
stood partially enclosed and _ roofed 
for a long time. The interior was a 
‘resort for stray domestic animals, no 
ordinance providing for the impound- 
ing of stray quadrupeds being en- 
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forced in those days, if any was in ex- 
istence. This framework Gen. laning 
covered with Clapboads and couverted 
it into w tavern and slore: It was two 
stories high and had two loug stoops 
in front, the one above the other, ex- 
5, tending along its entire front. 
. Whether the building was ever paint- 
ed or not is uncertain, but in its later: 
days’ (it was burned in 1849) it had a 
dingy, yellow, Wwood-colored appear 
ance. ‘ 

Gen. Lining Kept the house from 
the tine of its coustruction until 1814, 
when Hdward Mdwards, of Berkshire. 
became the laudlord. In 1817 Mr. Wd- 
wards Was succeceded by Abraham 
Post, of Albany, aiid he in December 
Gh the .sanmve year’ by- Bhenezer 5B. 
Gregory, who chauged the name of 
the: tavern:.te -the “Union  Colfec 
Flouse.”’ Mr. Gregory kept the tavern 
wa portion of uw year and moved out 
while Gen. Laning was down the river. 
When Gen. Laning returued he was 
surprised, to fiud that his’ wife had 
taken possession of the house and 
was conducting the business until his 
return, 

Ma, Gregory was an unele of 
Stephen B. Leonard. Tle afterward 
kept a general country store in Cald- 
well row. He died at Owego, Feb. ie 
1837, aged about 81 years. | 

Awos Martin was the landlord in 
i819 and remained until 1823 when 
Lewis Manning took the house and 
kept it witil 1825 when. he removed to. 
Greene, Chenango. county. Capt. 
Stephen’ VT. Smith then took posses- 
sion. is oceupancy of the house was 
brief, Mr.. Manning again taking * pos- 
session it: 1826 and keeping it until 
1630 when Stephen B... Leonard kept 
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{he house for a year. Mr. Manning 
again became the landlord in 18381. 
The next year he removed to the 
Owego hotel and Philip Goodinan left 
the Owego hotel and took .the “Coffee 
lHlouse.”) Mr. Goodman kept the house 
until his death. He died Aug. 25, 1838, 
aged ad years. «His widow, Jane 
Goodman, continued the business uitil 
March, 1841, when she-removed to the 
south side of the river, where she kept 
a tavern opposite the toll house of the 
old Owego. bridge several years. One 
of Mr. Goodinan’s advertisements pub- 
lished in the Owego Gazette a. year 
previous to his death reads as follows: 


“His house is large’ and commo- 
dious, his fare of the, best quality, 
“and-his faculty, whether Bank or -Anti- 
Gauk, Whigs, Conservatives, or Loco 
kocos, is good as ever, His prices are 
as reasonable as can be afforded, and 
that there may be ‘no. mistake!’ he 
has fixed them as follows: Meals, 25 
cents, Lodging 1214 cents, Horse- 
keeping 8s. each, per night, including 
oats, &e. Wverything else in propor- 
tion. <...,, Persons wishing to take 
the stage will be called up at any hour 


”” 


in the night they may desire? 
Yao Wranklin House. 


William fl. Muzzy, who died at Owe- 
go Aug. 27, 1879, succeeded Mr. Good- 
nan and changed the name of the tav- 
ern to the Franklin house. In 1844 
he went to Binghamton and took the 
Jinghamton hotel and Justus Picker- 
ing and Jacob Dietz came from Una- 
dilla and became proprietors of the 
Kranklin house. They remained in 
charge of the tavern but a short time. 
Mr. Dietz died at Oneonta many years 
ago. Mr. Pickering removed to Bineg- 
hamton, where he died Sept. 1, 1880, 
aged 68 years. He was at one time 
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the owner of a glue factory, about a 
mile north of this village. 

James D. and John E. Park suc- 
ceeded Pickering & Dietz and kept 
the house until Dec. 1, 1844. James 
Park -afterward went to New York 
and was travelling agent for the New 
York and Washington telegraph line, 
a portion of which. line the Park 
brothers constructed. 

Ephraim B. Garland, who was killed 
by the cars at Owego June 10, 1879, 
succeeded the Park brothers and was — 
landlord of the house until it was 
burned in the great fire of Septem: _ 
ber, 1849. 

The Lake Street House 

Amos. Draper, the Indian agent and 
trader, was owner, by purchase of 
James McMaster, of an acre of ground 
on What is. now the southeast corner 
of Main and Lake streets and which 
was one-fourth of the square now 
bounded by Lake, Main, and Church 
streets and the Susquehanna river. 
On the corner of this lot now stands 
the new Owego hotel. - 

Draper sold the lot to Capt: Mason 
Wattles for four pounds sterling ($20) ° 
on Aug. 12, 1793. Capt. Wattles sold 
‘the lot to Robert Bowne, a New York 
merchant for $150 on Nov. 20, 1802. 
Subsequently the corner passed suc- 
cessively through the hands of James 
Caldwell, Asa Tryer, and Stephen B. 
Leonard. Tryer was a blacksmith and 
uis shop was near the corner. During 
Mr. Leonard’s ownership his stage of- 
fice was in a small building on the 
corner, 

June 20, 1825, Mr. Leonard sold the 
lot to James and William A. Ely, who 
in 1829 erected a tavern thereon,which 
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stood where the Owego hotel is now. 
The tavern cost about $1,200 and was 
painted white. It was known as the 
“Lake Street House.” The first land- 
‘lord was Alanson Dean. In 1831 the 
tavern was leased to William: I’. John- 
son and his” brother-in-law, Thomas 
Jackson, who kept it until 1834, when 
they bought land in North avenue and. 
built thereon the Tioga Cointy house. 


The Ely brothers sold the tavern 
stand to ‘Sheldon Osborn Jan. 8, 1833, 
while it was oceupied by Johnson and 
Jackson. May 27, 1884, Osborn sold 
the house to Robert Manning and Rob- 
ert Brown. Iie then went into the © 
general inercantile business with Ham- 
ilton Ketchum, of © Massachusetts. 
Their place of business was in a store 
Which had been built about the year 
18383 by Osborn and which stood’ just 
above the bridge in Front street. It 
was the same store which was after-_ 
ward occupied by James Bassett and 
which was set on fire by Bassett and 
burned in the night of Feb. 13, 1839, 
for the purpose -of defrauding an in- 
surance company. Osborn also built 
the house in east Main street which 
is now owned and occupied by W. L. 
Hoskins. This house’ Osborn after: 
ward traded for’ some Pennsylvania 
land with J. B. Shurtleff, who was the 
editor of the Owego Gazette. Shurt- 
leff’s title to the land proved not to be 
good and Osborn lost the land. The 
firm of Osborn & Ketchum lasted less 
than a year, owing to business dis- - 
agreement which culminated in blows _ 
and a dissolution of partnership.  Os- 
born then went into partnership with 
William P. Stone, which partnership 
continued two years. He afterward 
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went west, where he lived until his 
death, ~ | . 

Brown and Manning kept the tavern 
three years. They then rented it to 
Seth Mosher two years, selling. the 
property May 7, 1839, to Mosher, Mr. 
Manning was a carpenter and. bridge 
builder. He died at Owego July 6, 
1863, from injuries received in falling 
from a building, on which he was at 
‘work. Mr. Brown also died in Owego 
April 24, 1869. 

Mosher, assisted by his three sons, 
kept the tavern until 1845, when one 
of the sous, Sherman Mosher, and his 
son-in-law, James M. Reed,  becaine 
landlords of the house. Mr. Reed was 
a cabinet maker and had worked in 
Gen. Isaac B. Ogden’s. cabinet shop on 
the opposite side of Main street. 

The Mosher Tavern. 

While under the management of, 
Mosher & Reed, the tavern, which had 
been known as the Mosher tavern, was 
burned. ‘he fire broke out soon after- 
midnight in the night of April 27, 1846, 
in a shed attached to the tavern barn. 
The hotel and barn were burned, to- 
gether with William Duncan’s house 
and shop, which stood east of the ho- 
tel, together with a house and barn 
owned by Charles Pumpelly and occu- 
pied by George Riley at the southeast 
corner of Main and Church streets. | 

Soon after the fire anonymous. let- 
ters were received by various Owego 
citizens from Cayuga county. Some 
were written with a pen, others were 
clumsily printed from metal. type.. 
Charles R. Barstow, who was then 
sheriff of Tioga county, deputized John 
©. Laning and Caleb J. Chaffee to ap- 
prehend the supposed writer. They 
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went to Genoa, Cayuga county, where 
they found and arrested a frightened 
half-witted .dellow. named Benjamin 
Moe and brought him to Owego. | 

Willard Foster, who then lived about 
six miles out of this village, was also 
‘arrested, charged with having set the 
fire. The ground for his arrest was 
that he had made | threats ° against 
Mosher previous to the fire. His trial 
began in the court of oyer and termi- 
ner Aug. 26, 1846. 

It appeared on the trial that Moe, 
who was a fortune teller, was a rela- 
tive of Foster. Two weeks before the 
fire Foster went to Moe’s house and 
induced him to copy a letter and. send _ 
the copies by mail to Owego. These’ 
letters were written for the purpose 
of throwing suspicion of having set a 
previous fire upon a certain resident 
of Owego and prevent him from be- 
coming a witness in a suit against kos- 
ter for the alleged burning of a pile of 
~boards, which suit was set down for 
trial in the following June. . Foster 
was tried for burning the tavern and 
was defended by Daniel 8. Dickinson. 
The jury. rendered a verdict of not 
guilty and he was discharged. 

The Central House. 

The tavern was immediately rebuilt 
by Seth Mosher. The new house was 
larger than the old one and was com, 
pleted in 1847. It was opened Sept. 
3 under the name of the Central house) 
and it was known as the Central house 
until it was demolished in 190%. 

It is a little remarkable that the 
Central house should have so. long 
withstood destruction by fires, which. 
burned the buildings all about it at 
various times, and it was finally torn 
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down. The fire of 1849 burned up the 
entire east side of Lake street to the 
hotel, where its progress was checked. 
In 1854 the buildings on the: north 
side of Main street opposite the hotel 
-were burned, and the same ground 
was again burned over in 1868. The 
corner on the west side ot Lake street 

fas burned in 1870. .In all these fires 
the Central house stood unscathed. 


Seth Mosher removed from Owego 
to. Bartou, where he purchased a farin, 
on which he lived until his death, July 
138, 1852. His sous removed ‘to Michi- 
gan. 

Some amusing stories were told con- 
eerning Mosher. ~ Once he attempted 
‘to “bull? the market on silver half 
dimes. he standing price for’a drink 
of Whiskey Was a sixpence. As that 
coin and the half dimes were of nearly 
the same size his patrous insisted up- 
on his receiving the half dime in pay- 
mient for a drink... Here was a clear 
loss of a cent on every glass of liquor. 
ln order to get the obnoxious coin out 
of circulation, he conceived the idea of 
‘locking up every one he received, 
thinking thereby to remove them all 
from the channel of trade. Whether 
he eventually succeeded in getting a 
“corner” on half dimes and securing 
the circulation of nothing but — six- 
pences ov pot, is not known, but. as it 
is impossible to bail out the sea with 
a bowl, it is doubttul if his plan was 
an eminent suecess. 


June 0), 1860, Mr. Reed, who 
had been very successful as a landlord, 
sold the Central house to Frederick 
O. Cable. When-Mr. Cable purchased 
the hotel it contained but nine sleep- 
ing rooms. -He at once doubled the 
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«apacity of the house and the stables. 
later he built additions to the build- 
ing on both the tuaake and Main street 
ends, increasing the number of sleep- 
ing apartments to forty-three. 

Mr. Reed removed. to Elkland, Pa., 
in January, 1864, where he became in- 
terested in an extensive lumber estab- 
lishment. tle accumulated a_hand- 
some property there, and in May, 1870, 
he removed to. Big Rapids, Mich., and 
thenee in 1872-to Reed City, Mich., of 
Which he and three Newark Valley 
nien, were the first settlers. Mr. Reed 
and his wife (Albertine Mosher) both 
died the same day on December 17, 
1898, at Reed City, Mich. 

April 20, 1869, Capt. Henry Ayers, 
who had been for many years a pas- 
senger conductor on the New York and 
Mrie railroad, became landlord of the 
Central house, but the business proved 
uncongenial to his tastes and he gave 
up tne house in March, 1870, to Mr. 
Cable’s brother-in-law, Burr J. Davis. | 
‘Mr. Davis kept the hotel until March, 
1879, when he purchased and took pos- 
session of the Ahwaga house. 

The house was subsequently man- 
aged by. various landlords, among 
‘whom were C. i.. Crandall, Edgar R. 
Buffum, Wm. G. & Alfred L. Gardner, 
Db: K. Becker, Daniel J. Brown, Dr. G. 
W. Simmons, M. W. Brown, S.. F. 
Smith, H. J. Hieks, Cornelius Gleason, 
Chas. li. Haight, John H. Rease, Isaac 
I.. LaRue, Lewis H. Comstock, and D. 
C. Valentine. 7 

In November, 1905, when Benj. F. 
Birdsall ‘purchased the house of Mr. 
Cable it was tenantless and in a state 
of dilapidation. In July, 1906, it was 
torn down: and the same year. the 
Owego hotel was built on its site. 











ee 0d) UR ne 
im alive Lage 


fy woe Ss 
ah hand 


ah: papas 1 

; pe ei ew 
ake aR allot 
" oneal: area eI 


476 
‘The Tioga County House. 

Among the lots owned by Atmos 
Draper at the time of the early settle- 
ment of Owego Was a piece coutaining 
one acre, Which is now the southeast 
coruer of Main street and North 
avenue, on which stands O. S. Beach’s 
drug store and the “brick buildings 
horth and east of it. This piece and 
au acre of ‘ground at the southwest 
corner of Lake and Main streets,where 
the Buckbee block and other’ brick 
buildings west and ‘south of it now 
stand, were. subsequently the prop-. 
erty of Isbenezer Kimble, a. tanner. 
Sept. 14, 1794, Kimble sold the two 
pieces of land to Capt. Mason Wattles 
fer .€ 4h), “Phe: tob-at ‘the ‘eorner of 
Miatin street and North avenue. was 
sald, atter Capt. Wattles’s failure. in 
business, together with the. old- Lan- 
lug tavern site and other real estate 
on Sept, 26, 180L;, by the sheriff of 
‘Tioga county to Vineent Matthews, 
Who subsequently (Maren 1, 1802) re- 
conveyed it to Jacob Conkline, a. New 
York merchant. On tne 20th of the 
following Noyember Conkline sold the 
lots to Robert Bowne, another New 
York merchant. The acre of land on 
the Main street and North avenue 
eormer aiterward became the property 
of Wleazer Dana, who December 31, 
1882,: sold it to Henry Caldwell and 
Joseph ktwelsey. Mr. Kelsey on. April 
1, 1834, sold that portion of the lot on 
which the Tioga: County house was 
subsequently built to. William — T. 
Johnson and Thomas Jackson. 


On. this lot Mr. Jackson the same 
year built a two-story wooden build- 
ing, close to the sidewalk, which oc- 
cupied the ground on which Sporer, 
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Carlson & Berry's piano factory and 
the store north of it now stand. When 
finished the building was occupied asa 
residence by Gideon O. Chase. Nearly 
two years afterward Jackson built an 
addition to the nort.. end of the house, 
making the building seventy feet long 
and covering the ground now occupied 
by l. W. Smith’s grocery store. A 
double piazza, over which the roof ex- 
-tended, ran along the entire front of 
the house. At the back of the -hotel 
was a@ large yard, paved with cobble 
stones, and back of that were the tav- 
ern barns and sheds. The tavern was 
painted white. It was at this time 
the largest public house in the village. 

When the building was completed, 
in January, 1836, it was opened as a 
_otel and’ called the “Tioga County 
House.” The house was at first kept 
by Jackson & Johnson, In 1885, John- 
son left the hotel and kept what he 
called a “refectory” opposite the Old 
Owego hotel in Front street, where he 
sold oysters, ete., and Jackson con- 
tinued the business of the tavern. 
July 11, 1889, they sold the property 
to Wiliam P. Raymond, of Bingham- 
ton, and Abram Blackman, Jr., of Can- - 
dor. 

Jackson and Johnson were brothers- 
in law. Just before selling the tavern 
Johnson went into partnership with 
KHleazer Valentine and opened a tin, 
copper, stove, and grocery store just 
above the bridge in I ront — street. 
Jonnson for a time held the office of 
justice of the peace. In 1858 he kept 
‘the old Hudson house in North 
avenue. He afterward moved to To- 
wanda, Pa., and was landlord there of 
the Claremont house when it was 
burned on March 7, 1856. He died at 
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the home of his son, Wirt Johnson, 
at Tioga Centre December - 27, 1871, 
avoud nearly 78 years. Jackson cume 
to Owego from Orange county.’ He 
went from Owego to Potter county, 
Pa., where he lived on a farm. Later 
he removed to Hornell, where he died 
about the year Lod. ) 

Mr. Kaymond wid William H. Muzzy 
became landlords of the house and 
kept it from the time of its purchase 
by Mre Raynrond during the years 
Lou, L840, and 1841. %Im. May, 1841, 
Mr. Muzzy became landlord of the 
Franklin house in fromt street, and 
Mi. Raymond continued to conduet 
the’ business of the  ‘Tiega County 
house until 143, when he leased it for 
‘a tet of years. to William) Beach. 
Mr. Raymond did not engage in the 
hotel keeping business again. 

Mr. Raymond was born. at Salem, 
Mass. Lhe eame to Owego from Bing- 
hamton in T8sv, when he purchased 
the hotel property. ‘ue was later eh- 
guged in the Hvery and grocery busi- 
ness and farming. He held the offices 
of justice of the peace and town super- 
Visor, and was member of assembly in 
(S58. tle died March 4;-1877. 

Mr. Beach was proprietor of the 
house until August, 1846, when .-it 
passed into the hands of A. M. Coe, 
who had been keeping the Claremont 
house at Towanda, Pa. 

The next proprietor was Seneca B. 
Dennis who remained in possession 
untif October, 1850. When Mr. Dennis 
took the house he c.anged its name ‘to 
Tioga: house, the old name being con- 
sidered by him too suggestive. He 
removed to Corning where ‘he kept 
the Dickinson house. Thence he went 
to Susquehanna, Pa., where.he was 
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landlord ot theConductors’ hotel until 
his death on Junuary 9, 1856. . 

Gideon O. Chase succeeded. Mr. Den- 
nis and kept the house until April 
1852, Mr. Chase was bern at  Cam- 
bridge, NM. Y.,..m‘'°1808. > He canie. to 
Owego in 1832 and worked as a cabi- 
net maker in Gen. 1. B? Ogden’s shop. 
lle Was a good public. speaker and a 
man of ability. . He was member of 
assembly for ‘Pioga county in 1844 and 
1845, and in 1846 he was defeated for 
congress. Ile was at one time editor 
of the Owego Gazette and of the Ti- 
‘oga Freenian, und later of the Union 
at Atchison, Iwansas. He was freight 
agent of the Ivrie railroad at Owego 
and. afterward station agent many 
years and until his death at- Smith- 
boro. He died Mareh- 26,- 1887, -at 
Smithboro, 

John CC. Searles succeeded = Mr. 
Chase as landlord, but remained only 
until November, when A. W. Knapp, 
of Danby, took the house and kept it 
a little more than a year. 

In June; 1858, Mr. Raymond sold the 
property to llarvey Teers, of Ithaca, 
who took possession and opened with 
a grand ball on Jan. 27, .1854.. -He 
kept the house less than a year, sell- 
ing out to Joshua Mersereau, of Camp- 
ville, in Novetiber, who was the. land- 
lord until March, 1858,.when he took 
possession of Joseph S. DeWitt’s sa- 
loon and restaurant in Lake street, 
‘known as “The Shades,’ and Mr. 
Muzzy again. became the proprietor 
of the Tioga house. 

In 1860 Mr. Muzzy had a partner 
named Hulse. Hulse was a rough 
character, who had several years pre- 
vious worked at Owego as a barber. 
He went to New York, where he be- 
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came a member of the police force. 
While keeping the ‘Tioga house he 
adopted a rule thal no boarder should 
he adinitted to the house atter the 
regalar hour for closing it at night. 
One night a boarder came to the house | 
intoxicated and began to kick at the 
door for adinittance, Hulse opened a 
window above and shot at his boarder 
with his revolver. The. ball. passed 
just above the boarder’s ear and cut 
“ot a leck ‘of his hair. . After ~ that 
boarders came in at the proper hour. 
Hulse afterward - returmed to New 
York, 4 

Mr. Muzzy was born at Newark Val- 
ley in 18t4 and came to Owego in 1829. 
lie Was engaged in the livery business 
many years. tle died at Owego Aug. 
25 BER. 

In June, Lol, John J. Horton, of 
Barton, became landlord of the house, 
and in March, 868, he purchased the 
property. In. August, 1866, he: sold it 
to Bauwiuel S. Watson, of Newark Val- 
ley, who leased it to James Davison, 
who had been keeping the Delevan 
house at Klmria. The name of the. 
hotel was changed to Watson house. 
Mater ait wae kept’ by P. T. Bell, Who 
in April, 1868, removed to Port Jervis 
and purehased the Quaissaick house. 

The Wiutson house property was 
sald: March 25,-1868, to Joseph Berry 
for $14,000, Mr. Watson reserving. the 
‘buildings, which were subsequently 
tora down, and. brick’ steres were 
erected -in their place. 

Alanson Dean’s Tavern. 
. Where the . Buckbee block now 
stands at the southwest corner. of 
Main and Lake streets Wiliam A. Ely 
had built a wooden building, which 
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Alanson Dean converted into a tavern. 
This was previous to the building of 
the Luke stveet house on the Opposite 
corner. A -few years later he. con- 
verted it into a tin and sheet iran store 
aud lived in a part of the building at 
the south end. His partner-was Hlea- 
zer Valentine. They were in the busi- 
ness there in 1838 and 18389. . From 
1839 to 1842 the firm was Valentine & 
Johnson. Nothing is now known of 
Valentine other than what is given in 
a death notice published in the Gazette 
of June.2, 1845, which reads as. fol- 
lows: 

“Death by Intemperance.—Died on 
Tuesday, the 17th inst., of delirium . 
tremens, Eleazer Volentine, aged 39 - 
years.” 

The corner’ was afterward occupied 
as a grocery store by James Cameron, 
Charles T. Bell, and others. It was. 
burned Oct. 16,-187U, ina fire which 
burned all the solid row of wooden - 
stores and shops extending from the 
old jail building in Main street, now 
the telephone central office, to the I. 
D. Durphy building in Lake street. At 
the time of the fire the corner was oc- 
cupied as a hardware store by Houk, 
Truesdell & Co. 

The Croton House. 

On the west side of Lake street, .on 
the ground now occupied by the Hill 
and Parker brick block, stood the 
dwelling house of deacon . Lorenzo 
Reeves, one of Owege’s early mer- 
chants. Col. Benoni B. Curry, who 
married deacon Reeves’s widow, con- 
verted the building into a temperance 
hotel in 1848 and called it the Croton 
house. It was painted white, stood a 
little back of the street, and had a long 
porch in front, as was common to all 
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the taverns of that time. i. was 
hbarued in the great fire of Septeniber, 
ISd9, the year afler it was built. 

Wien ob Curry reconstructed the 
building in S48 he’ gave a mortgage 
on the property to Abner J. -Ely, of 
Néw York city. As Col. Curry lost all 
his property in the. fire, he was unable 
to pay the wmiorteage: which was. fore- 
eChosed and Mr. Mly purchased the. lot. 
fn 1862 Mr. Ely sold it to Martin Asb- 
ley, Who built a block of three -brick 
stores on it, with a. lare’e ball on the 
second floor, whieh he called Ashley 
had) Jn ts67 Mr. Ashley sold the prop: 
erty to Dr. Jamies Wilson, who eon- 
verted the hall into a theatre-’' The 
building was burned April 24, 1868, and 
immediately rebuilt. Phe theatre part 
was partially burned Nov. 9, 1899, and 
the whole block was entirely burued 
in the-morning of Feb..28, 1904. Soon 
afterward judge Charles fd. Parker aud 
bea: Hill purchased the ‘site aud 
erected the brick block which now 
stands tiiereon, ah i 

The Mansion tlouse. 

In 1813 Judge John R. Drake built aw 
large farm louse on the: west side of 
the old Ithauea «vad Owego turnpike, 
now North avenue. The house was at 
that time far out-of the settlement, 
how Called Owero, which was not int- 
corporited as a villige until fourteen 
years tater. It was a large two-story 
building, painted white, and stood. 
LOU sy the trees about fifty feet back 
from the highway anda few rods north 
of West avenue. It: was oceupied by 
judge Drake as a residence until 1832,. 
when he removed down. into the vil- 
lage, uid the building was converted 
‘into a tavern. Its first landlord ‘was 
Seth Mosher. 
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A few years previous to this time 
Mr. Mosher and vacop Tland, who were 
sawyers, had come to Owego from Ot- 
sego county, having been hired by 
judge Drake ba work in his sawniill on | 
the south side of the - Susquehanna 
river, Mosher had worked there four 
or five years when he opened the tav- 
ern. tle did a successful business, and 
was able, In 18389, to purchase the old 
tavern which occupied the ground at 
the Lake and Main street corner ou 
which now stands the Owego hotel. 

fn June, 1849, the Mansion house, 
which had been entirely ‘refitted, was 
reopened as a public house by Isaac- 
-B. Gere, judge Drake’s son-in-law, who 
kept it. until March, 1856, He. then 
discontinued hotel keeping, but con- 
tinued to occupy it as a private resi- 
detice. Mr. Gere died at Owego in 
February, 1860. The house was owned 
by Wheeler EL. Bristol and unoccupied 
at the time it was burned:in the night 
of April 18, 1869. | 

LLege’s Temperance Hotel 

The construction of the New York 
and Krie railroad to Owego, in 1849, 
guve an impetus to hotel building and 
several public houses were opened. 
Some of them were built for hotel pur- 
poses, while ethers were. dwelling 
houses enlarged and converted into 
hotels. Among them were Lege’s teni- 
perance hotel, the Railroad house, the 
Western hotel, the Hudson house, and 
the Uniou house. 

In 1850 @ public house was built on 
the west side of Lake street where the 
block now occupied by Cuneo & Bo- 
nugli and A. W.. Bunzey_ stands. 
It’ was a “wooden building and was 
opened by Frank Legg, of Speedsville, 
as a temperance hotel. It did not 
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"prove to be a profitable investment 
and Was soon converted into stores, 
one of Which was was for several 
years occupied by Charles SS. Car- 
michael as a jewelry store. The build- 
ing was burned ih the night of April 
[4, 1872, and Mr, Carmichael erected 
the present brick block in its place. 
The Railroad House. 

the railroad house, afterward kuown 
as the United Slates hotel, is still 
.Standing, a deserted building, at the 
hnortuwest corner of North avenue and 
Delphine street. It was built by Izra 
S: Chak, a earpeuter, who came to 
Qwego in December, {841 from Brook- 
Ivn and opened # grocery store on the 
west side of North avenue, opposite 
the Tioga house, In L848 he built the 
‘ hotelof which he was the landlord six- 
teen yeas. In 1865 to 1869 -he was 
- proprietor of the Ahwega house... In 
IS69- he reinoved to Brooklyn, where Ire 
died Aug. 28, 1892, aged 81 years. 

After Mr. Clark sold the hotel it be- 
came the property of various persons 
in succession. It was kept at various 
tinkes by Sidney Calkins, who changed 
its name to United States hotel; by Lali 
Kuglish, Joseph B. Day, Marvin Day, 
Mrs. W. A. Melick, P. W. Trimmer, R. 
3. Sigher, Capt. G: W. Lason, Henry-- 
Wavel, ©. D. Watkins, D. C. Graham, 
Brazillia. Vrover, Henry Tappan, James 
3... Davison, and others, John Hale 
kept the hotel for a short time, when 
it was known as Hale’s hotel. 

The Western Hotel. 

The two-story and basement build- - 
ing, which still stands at the south: 
west corner of North avenue and Fox 
street, was built by Mrs. Harriet G. 
Tinkham in 1851 and called the West- 
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ern hotel. It was kept by her son-in- 
law, H. G. Gibson. So many other 
hotels had been opened in that part of 
the village that it proved unprofitable 
and after a few years it was closed as 
a public house and. occupied by Mrs. 
Tinkham as her residence during the 
rest of her life. 
The tiudson House. 

The Hudson house stood opposite 
the Presbyterian church on the west 
side of North avenue, at what is now 
the Temple street corner. The land 
Was a part of the estate of Harmon 
Pumpelly, of Albany. 


Col. Jacob Indwards, who had come 
from somewhere on the Hudson river — 
to these parts, worked with some 
teams for one of the contractors -in 
building the New York and Erie rail- 
road to Owego. In’ June, 1851, Col. 
fXdwards took the land.on a contract 
and built a hotel thereon. It was a 
three-story wooden building with a 
long porch in front. The back part 
was above the old Dodd pond and was 
supported ‘by long timber posts extend- 
ing down into the water. lt was kept 
by iphraim B. Garland the first year 
or two and afterward by Co]. Edwards, 
Wm. T. Johnson, Samuel Garland, and 
John’ Gardiner. It was always ‘con- 
sidered a disreputable place, and one 
of its landlords was arrested for coun- 
terfeiting, while keeping the hotel. 

Soon after the hotel was built it was 
purchased by Hiram N. Moore, of Wa- 
verly, who in July, 1861, gave Col. Ed- 
wards a ten years’ lease of it. When 
Wheeler H. Bristol built the iron 
works in Temple street the old hotel 
had been abandoned as a public house 
two or three years. The first floor was 
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used for a time as a blacksmith shop 
aud storeroom in: connection with thre 
jron works. It was feared that in its 
dismantied and deserted condition 
some incendiary tight be tempted to 
set it ou fire, so it Was torn down in 
May, IS75. ; 
The Union House. 

The Union house stdod.on the west 
side of North avenue, tidway between 
rox strvect aid the Irie railroad and a 
lie north of John R. street. it was 
built in 1851 and was kept several 
years. hy William Barnes. Later it was 
kept by Vorhees Caiterty and William 
G. Thompson, and i afterward = by 
Charlies tlarris,who changed the uame 
to Harris house. It was burned Dee. 
29, Is7h, while vacant and undergoing. 
repairs preparatory to reopening. 


Some Account of the First Brass Band 
“Organized at Qwego by James Conk- 
lin and of its Successor, Led. by 
Wiliam H.. Platt, together with the 
Bands Led by Lewis W. Truesdell, 
Lemus! W. Ferris, David Wallis 
Reeves, Prof. Joseph Raff, Frede- 
rick &. Wildman, and Others. 


The first musieal organization in 
Owego that was dignified by the name 
of a band, came tito existence about 
the year 1834. It was organized by 
James Conklin, a@ wagon maker, who 
lived in a little yellow house, which 
‘stood on the southwest corner of Main 
and Church streets. me 

The band numbered about: eight 
persons. Nicholas Kittle. was. the 
leader isd played the clarionet. He 
lived west of the Owego creek oppo- 
site the “deep well” in, the town of 
Tioga. ‘he stream called Kittle creek 
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takes its name’ from him. His. son, 
Nicholas B. Kittle, removed from this 
vicinity and acquired -some distinction 
as a portrait painter. He considered 
the name Wittle rather commonplace, 
aud consequently gave it, an aristo- 
cratic twist by spelling it “Kittell.” 
He removed to Hamilton, N. Y., and 
thence to New York ecity,. where he 
died in 1894. 

David A. Allen, generally known as 
Atwood Allen, played a bassoon—a 
black instrument resembling some- 
what a length of stove pipe, with an 
open brass mouth. He lived two miles 
north of the village. He died Dec. 29, 
1861. James Conklin played a piccolo — 
flute. Gen. Isaae B. Ogden and Jared 
Huntington were also members. - 

The members of the band were ac- 
customed to meet at the houses of the 
different members each week for prac- 
tice, They. played for dances, celebra- 
tions, ete. 

This band lasted about ten years, 
when a new set of about a dozen 
younger men, among whom was Wil- 
liam HH. Platt joined the organization 
and the old ones gradually dropped 
out. Phe newly organized band did not 
retain any of the old instruments ex- 
‘cept a flute and a clarionet. A man 
hamed Sykes Jjnstructed and led the 
band, and later. Mr. Platt was the 
leader. Five or six years ‘afterward 
the instruments were sold to Charles 
and William Conklin. To these they 
added other instruments, which they 
bought at Union. 


There were three Conklin brothers 
‘in the band, sons of James Conklin. 
William Conklin played a trombone, 
Charles Conklin an E flat bugle, and 
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A. Putnam Conklin a cormnopean. The 
three brothers constituted the band. 
The Vast playing done by them wits 
about the year 1848, when they lest 
wero on a tour, giving concerts in 
vocal and instruniental music. Charles 
Conklin was taken ill at Geneva and 
Wil brought hotue, dying soon after- 
ward. Vhe ‘party gave concerts about 
two months. Phe receipts paid their 
eExpeuses, but they made no money. 
Wut. S Thuntington took Charles 
Qorklin’s place in the band, but as A. 
P. Conklin could not stand the strain 
of blowing the lo flat bugle, the organ’ 
lvailon Was soon broket tap. 


Owego sueceeded in getting along 
withotit a band until 1851, when an- 
other one was organized. The, mem- 
bers Were aecustomed to .meet for: 
practice at the howse of Julius Peart, 
a milknian, which house still stands 
on the bank of the river in the easteru 
part of this. village and was known for 
many years as the Hollenback fari 
howse. Thomas J. Canham, a noted 
circus band leader of his day, who 
lived at binghataton, wis instructor. 


Lewis W. Truesdell, who was One of 
the two first mien to enlist in the fed- 
eral arty at Owego ti the civil war 
aud in whose honor. lL. W.-Truesdell 
post, G. A. k., is named, was a mem- 
ber -of the band and soon became sufli- 
ciently proficient to lead it. He played 
a comet ind Mr. Pearl a tuba. The 
band Was In a weak condition for. want 
of members until 1853, when Lemuel] 
W. Ferris came here from Fort tad- 
word, N. Y., and joined it. Other ac-. 
cessions were the Tennys(a father and 
two sons), Ralph Hibbard, and Wil- 
liam H. Camp. * 
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Another band was organized in 1855 
by some younger men of from four- 
teen years old upwards, among whom 
were Theo. S. Meirsereau,’ William H. 
Ellis, Cicero B. Curtis, M. Ek. Hollister, 
Wm. H. S. Bean, Gilbert T. Forsyth, 
and James II. Johuson. A musician 
named. Skinner was hired as teacher 
and the band met for practice at the 


. old wooden school building in Temple 


street. This band was soon afterward 
consolidated with the Ferris band and | 
Mr. Ferris was the leader. 

_Later leaders of the band, which 
had been known as the “Owego Brass 
Band,” the “Owego Cornet Band,’’ and 
“Kerris’s Brass Band,” were J. W.. 
Lyons, Nathaniel D. Jenks, Isaiah 
‘Irwin, and David Wallis Reeves. When 
Mr. Reeves teft Owego in 1862, Joseph 
C. Raff became leader of the band and 
its name was changed to “Ahwaga 
Silver Cornet Band.” In 1869 Frede- 
rick Ik. Wildman was leader, and later 
Horace B. Adams, 

In April, 1870, members of Wave 
hose company, No. 2, organized an- 
other band with Prof. Raff as leader. 

There were two bands until the- 
spring of 1873 when they. were’ con- 
solidated under the name of “Ahwaga 
Silver Cornet Band,” with Prof. Raif 
as leader and Mr, Adams as business 
manager. Dissensions soon followed. 
The pand was disbanded and two sepa- 
rate bands were soon reorganized, 
the “‘Ahwaga Silver Cornet Band” re- 
taining its old name and the new one 
assuming the.uame of. “Prof. Raff’s 
Band.” The two were finally consoli- 
dated in 1878 under the name of “Owe- 
go Cornet Band,” with Prof. Raff as— 
musical director and Mr. Adams as 
assistant musical director. Afterward 
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. Mr. Adams becanie leader of the band 
and it was subsequently known as 
“Adaias’s Cornet Band” during the 
rest of its existence, 


Prof, Rall was a native of Switzer- 
land, a good violinist, but a better 
pianist. tle was a brother of the eimni- 
nent musical composer, Joachim: Raff. 
life came to Owego: in 1858. He re- 
moved to Binghamton in 1888 and died 
there July 13, 1893, aged 63 years. 


David Wahis Reeves, the youngest 
sole Of deacon Lorenzo Reeves, ai 
early merchant of Owego, was born in . 
“1838. [le received-his musical educa- 
tiow in Binghamton, when at the age 
of 15 years he was appenticed (to 
Thomas J. Canham, a celebrated baud 
leader of his day. ‘At the age of 19 he 
was the leader of a-circus band in the 
sWMniter and in the winter played with: 
Dodworth's orebestra in New York. 
city. jie was a few years‘a member 
of Podworth’s band. In February, ° 
866, he became Jender of -the cele- 
brated American band of Providence,. 
R. i.) and was leader of that band at’ 
the time of his death in March, 1900. 


A Record of the Principal Fires That. 
Have Burned Valuable Property at 
_ Owego. from the Burning of the In- 
dian Village by Gen. Sullivan’s 
Army in 1779, to the Present Day. . 


Within the last sixty years the stores 
ant hoses in the entire business por- 
tions of Front, Lake, and Main streets 
have been burned and. replaced by* 
larger and much better buildings. As 
has always been the case in the his- 
tory of villages, its improvement has 
followed disastrous fires. 
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‘fhe first fire at Owego of which 
there is any record was the burning of 
the Indian village by a detachment of 
Gen. Sullivan’s army in 1779. 

The next fire of any account burned 
Maj. Horatio Ross’s store, which stood 
on the bank of the river on the south 
side of Front street, a little west of 
lake street. It was a large red build- 
ing, two stories high in front and 
three stories high in the rear. The 
fire broke out at about daylight in the 
winter Of 1826-7, and as at that time 
there were no means of extinguishing 
fires except with pails of water in the 
hands ot neighbors, the building was 
entirely bummed. At the time of the 
fire the upper floor was occupied by 
an old man named Perry and his fam- 
ily, but the store below was unoccu- 
pied. So rapid was the progress of 
the flames that the occupants had 
barely time to escape from the burn- 
ing building in their night ‘clothes. 
Truman & Parmenter’s store stood a 
little east of the Ross store and was 
saved by holes being chopped ‘through 
the side and water thrown from the 
interior of the building upon. the 
flames. At the present day a fire of 
this kind is considered of little ac- 
count, and this one is notable only as 
being the first oue that had happened 
in the business portion of the village. 


The old Bates tavern, which stood 
at the northwest corner of Front and 
Church streets, was the first fire of 
any note. It was the first tavern built 
at Owego and was burned in March, 
1829, just before supper time. 

One of the early fires’ in Owego 
burned the old wood-colored school- 
house, which stood a little west of 
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Where the rectory of St. Paul’s Epis- 
copal church now stands on the south 
side of Main street. I the early his- 
‘tory of the village all. public meetings 
were held here. The second story was 
occupied by. the masonic fraternity as - 
a lodge room. The fire broke out at 
noon on Feb. 7, 1835, while school was 
in session, and bunied it to the 
ground. Erastus Evans was teacher 
of the school at the time. ‘The. east 
end of the M. E. church, which stood 
at the southeast corner of Main and 
Academy streets, was considerably 
scorched and the church would .have 
been burned if it had not been for the 
old fire engine, which was manutac- 
tured by Mphraim Leach and was the 
only protection from fire Owego then 
had. This was the first fire at which 
the engine was worked and the water 
was obtained from private cisterns, — 
there being at that time not a single 
publie cistern. No attempt. was made 
to save the school-house. 

The Owego steam furnace and ma- 
chine shop of H. W. Camp & Co. was: 
burned May 30, 1836. It ‘stood at the 
southeast corner of the lane known as 
Parker's lane and» Main © street, 
opposite where St. Paul’s church now 
stands. | 

A fire, which was followed by the — 
sensational suicide of the incendiary, 
burned the store of John, Bassett, 
which stood on the south side of Front 
street, a little above the bridge. This 
fire was. in the night..of February 13, 
1839. Bassett owed $6,000 for his 
goods, which were insured for $5,000. 
tle had sold about $38,000 worth, and, ~ 
in order to defraud an insurance com- 
pany, concealed a quantity of goods in 
his room and set the store on.fire. He 
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was suspected of having set the. fire 
und a watch was set on his move- 
ments. One evening, not long after- 
ward, a party of citizens went to his 
house, which was on the opposite side 
of the street, to investigate, and as 
they entered Bassett went out into the 
wood house, where he cut his throat 
with a razor, while the house was be- 
ing searched for stolen goods. 


The first really destruetive fire at 
Owego broke out early m the morning 
of August 5, 1841, and. burmed Gen. 
{saac B. Ogden’s cabinet shop, which 
was on the north side of Main street; 
Opposite where the new Owego hotel 
now stands. The fire burned all the 
property to the corner of Ithaca street 
(now North avenue). Gen. Ogden’s 
dwelling house,James Conklin’s wagon 
and carriage shop, and Gad Worthing- 
ton’s residence were burned. The Ti- 
oga County house on the east side of 
North avenue and the barn connected 
therewith were on fire, but were saved 
by the exertions of the firemen. The 
cabinet shop was rebuilt and again 
burned in 1854. 

The next large fire broke out at mid- 
night on April 27, 1846, burning. the 
Mosher tavern, which stood on the 
corner of Main and JLake = streets, 
where the new Owego hotel now 
stands. The tavern barn, Wm. Dun- 
can’s house and shop,.and a-house and 
barn occupied by George Riley were 
also burned. | 


On this occasion the fire department 
did excellent service. In acknowledg: 
ment of their appreciation of the vigi- 
lance and exertions of the  fire- 
men at this fire, the citizens of 
Owego gave a dinner to Neptune, 
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Rescue, Croton, and Deluge fire 
companies at the old Owego hotel 
on the 6th of the following May. At 
eleven o’clock in the morning a_ pro- 
cession of firemen was formed in 
front of the hotel, under the direction 
of Hzra S. Sweet, Hsq., marshal of the - 
day, and headed by Pease’s martial 
band. They marched to the Congre- 
gational (now Presbyterian) church 
in North avenue, where they were ad- 
dressed on the part of the citizens by 
I. N. Jerome, principal of the Owego 
academy. John J. Taylor, chief engi-- 
neer of the fire department during 
the two years previous, responded in 
behalf of the firemen. After the ex- 
ercises, the firemen marched back to 
the hotel, where a dinner was served 
by Lewis Manning & Son, the proprie- 
‘tors,- followed by cold water toasts 
without limit. In the evening the 
‘firemen had a torchlight procession 
through the principal streets. 

The most destructive conflagration 
in the history of Owego, long known 
as “the great fire,” broke out at about 
three o'clock, in the morning of Sep- 
tember 27, 1849,.in the hall of the Sons 
of Temperance, over ‘the store of 
James & William A. Ely, on the south 
side of Front street, and burned the 
entire business. portion of the village. 
Only three stores were left standing, 
and one hundred and four buildings, 
exclusive of barns, were burned, en- 
tailing a loss of about $300,000. All of 
the buildings on both sides of Front 
street, from Church street to the park, 
were burned, and all on Lake street, 
to the Central House on one side. and- 
Jared Huntington’s residence on the 
other. The bridge across the river 
was also partly burned. 
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When first’ discovered the fire might 
have been easily extinguished. One 
of the engines was throwing water 
upon the flames. The chief engineer 
insisted upon changing engines, in 
spite of the remonstrances of others. 
The position, of the engines was 
changed and during this operation the 
flaires made such. progress that they 
could not be checked. ; 

The next fire worthy of any mention 
was the one that burned the fire en- 
gine house in Main street. This was a 
two-story wooden building, which was 
built in 1844 on the east side of Court 
street on the ground now occupied by 
the county jail, and which was then 
‘between the old court house .and the 
county -clerk’s office. This building 
was moved in the spring of 1851 to the 
north side of Main street, where the’ 
brick engine house now stands, and 
was burned in the night of January 6, 
1853, together with Susquehanna en- 
eine and Wave hose carriage. 

Gen. Ogden’s cabinet shop, which 
had been rebuilt and which was at the 
‘time occupied by J. |. Matson, was 
again burned in the night of february | 
16, 1854. The fire broke out in John 
Calferty’s livery stable in the rear. 
oe. from the present residence 
of Dr. D. 5. Anderson to North avenne 
was eae including John Catferty's 
dwelling house, H. J. Hodge’s oyster 
saloon, and D. Corsaw’s dwelling 
house, all of which were in Gen. 
Ogden’s block, and Parmentier s reat 
market, H. W. Cornell s eating saloon, 
H. W. Billings’s dwelling house and 
oyster saloon, and Lincoln & Steb-. 
bins’s grocery. 

In the night of October 20, 1856, a 
flre burned Clark, Coyle & Perry’s 
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Wagon factory on the west side of 
North avenue, aud the residences of 
Chas. T. Bell and Mrs. Wood. 


In the night of the folowing May, 
the Ahwaga house barn -in Church 
street was set qu fire, and the black- 
smith shop of George Riley adjoining 
was also burned. The flames ex- 
tended to l.ake street, burning the 
livery stable and residence of Charles 
Beers, Which stood where the post 
oflice is now, and Adam C. Gould’s 
blacksmith shop north of them. | 


Bliss’s sash factory and steam mill, 
situated in Front street, just east of 
the Erie railway, was burned at about 
noon On October 24, 1857,:and J. F. 
Howes’s planing mill in Main street, - 
above the HKrie railway, was _ also 
burned in the morning of Dec. 30 of 
the following year. The tannery of 
Samuel Archibald, on the south side:of 
the river, was burned in the morning 
of January 31, 1860. 


An exciting fire was that of the > 
morning of March 21, 1860, which 
burned out the Empire block of Stone 
& Co., Eldridge & Smith’s hat and 
boot store, and Link & Michael’s cloth- 
ing store on’ the south side of Front 
street, east of Lake street. 


Simon Springsteen’s foundry and 
machine shop, which stood on what is 
now the northwest ‘corner of McMas- 
ter and Delphine streets, was burmed 
in the evening of June 13, 1860, and on 
the 16th of the following December 
Arba Campbell’s tannery in Canawana 
was burned. 

The next large fire was June 22, 
1866, and burned Crane & Sweet’s 
planing mill in Temple street. 
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A very destructive fire in the night 
of October 5,1867,burned all the build- 
ings on the south side of Front street 
from Dr.” 3. WY. Thompson’s present 
residence up to the brick store of Geo. 
W. Hollenback, the sixth store above 
. the bridge, now occupied by Millrea . 
Brothers, including Camp’s~ foundry, 
one span of the wooden bridge, and 
several dwelling houses. The fire also 
burned all the buildings from Park 
street to Parker’slane,including Robert 
Cameron’s brick block at the north- 
west corner of Front and Park streets, 
ue Exchange hotel, and George Sidney 
Camp’s house. John J. Taylor’s brick 
- . block at the corner of Front and Court 

streets was also burned. 


Wilson hall on the west side of Lake 
street, with the stores beneath it, and 
L.. N. Chamberlain’s brick block ad- 
joining at the south, and George W. 
-Patrick’s wooden block and lL. M. 
Wicks’s wooden building at the north, 
were burned in the night of April 24, 
1868. | anon 


The old Baptist church, which had 
been moved a few years previous from | 
the southeast corner of Main and 
Church streets to the north side of 
‘Main street, a little east of Lake 
street, was burned in the night of De- 
cember 23, 1868, and the Erie railway 
bridge shop in the night of June 5, 
1869, 


A very destructive fire in the night. 
of October 16, 1870, burned the solid 
row of wooden -stores and shops ex- 
tending from the county jail (now the 
telephone exchange) on the north side 
of Main street to and around the Lake 
street corner south to lL. D. Durphy’s 
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brick building, now occupied by G. A. 
Durussel as a jewelry store. 


In the evening of Feb. 6, 1872, a 
wooden row of buildings on the east 
side of North avenue, oecupying all the’ 
ground between the building now oc- 
‘eupied by B. F. Lyke as a laundry and 
lL. W.. Sinith’s . grocery. store “was 
burned.  — 


In the morning of April 14, 1872, an- 
other wooden row on the west side oi 
luake street, extending from the 
Chamberlain block to Aaron Ogden’s 
cigar store, was. burned.. In the morn- 
ing of October 10 of the same year all. 
of the wooden row of stores on the 
cust side of the same .street between 
the Gazette block and the Central 
house was. burned, together with 
Muzzy & Warren’s livery stable. 


Wheeler C. Bristol’s five-story brick 
‘flouring mill in Central avenue was 
burned in the night of February 21. 
Is73, In ihe morning of the 17th of 
the following April a fire broke out: in 
the Park hotel barn in Central avenue, 
Which was burned, together with N. T. 
Burton’s bakery and other © wooden 
buildings. on the west side of North 
avenue. 


The Erie railroad depot was: burned 
in the night of January 24, 1874, and: 
the fire engine house in Main street in 
the afternoon of the 1st of the follow- 
ing Pebruary. 

In the night of April 28, 1875, a row 
of wooden buildings on the west side 
of North avenue, extending from N. T. 
Burton’s new brick block to. and in-— 
cluding John Barry’s carriage manu- 
factory, was burned, and early in the 
morning of December 29 the Union 
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house on the west side of North 
avenue was also burned. 

The Congregational chureh. on the 
west side of Park street was burned in 
‘t-e morning of Pecember 3, 1877, and 
the residences south owned by Miss EK. 
H. Bates, M. D., and J. 1.. Matson were 
partially burned. 

Samuel Archibald’s tannery on the 
south side of the river, just below the 
bridge, Was burned in the morning of 
September 1, 1878. 

yeorge Thurston’s planing mill on 
the eust sidé of North avenue, opposite 
George street, Was burned in the night 
of April 2, 1881. Miles F. Howes’s 
planing mill on the south side of Ade 
line street was burned in the morning 
of January 30, 1884. 

The extensive grain drill and wagon 
works of Gere, Platt & Johnson at the 
northeast corner of Central avenue 
and Temple street were burned in the 
morning of June 19, 1888. ' 

The Canawana flouring mill, owned 
by Dorwin, Rich & Stone, which stood 
on the ground where the electric light 
plant-is now, was burned in the morn- 
ing of March 19,-1889. 

C. A. Hills saw mill and planing mill 
on the west side of Central avenue was 
burned in the morning of. June 21, 
1890. : 

Joel A. Hamilton’s novelty works on 
the west side of William street, east of 
Main street, were burned in the night 
of July 138, 1891, together with Alfred 
Hill’s house. 

in the night of March 15, 1892, the 
Ahwaga blanket and knitting mill on 
the south side of Adeline street, near 
the Lehigh Valley railroad station, was 
burned. 
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The hay press of Ik. Hl. House on the 
aast side of North avenue,. near the 
rie railway, was burned in the even- 
ing of March 26, t895.° In the morning 
of May 11 in the same year the whole 
‘interior of Storrs, Chatfield & Co’s 
hardware store at the northwest cor- 
her of Wront and Lake streets was 
burned out. on 

The Peunsylvania house, Joel A. 
Hlamilton’s novelty works, and other 
buildines on the. south side of Front 
street, below. Park street, were burned 
in the night of December 4, 1895. ; 

Dean & Burt’s flouring mill on the. 
east side of Central avenue, betwee 
Temple and ox streets, was burned 
in the evening of February 27, 1896. 

In the afternoon of November G 
1899, the iferiof of Wilson” .epera 
house on the west side of Lake street 
was burned out. She fire was caused 
by the explosion of some celluloid films 
in a moving picture machine. The 
theatre was entirely burned five years 
later, in the morning of February. 28, 
1904. | : 

Sauerbry & Birdsall’s carriage fac- 
tory on the east side of North avenue, 
between South Depot and John R. 
streets, was burned in the morning of 
~ January 24, 1903. 

This is a record of the principal fires 
in Owego for more than one hundred 
years. ‘The building of a water-works. 
system in 1880 has ensured a practi-: 
eally inexhaustible supply of water for 
fire purposes and since it was built 
there has been no large fire. It is. 
worthy of note that within the last 
sixty years the entire business portion 
of Owego has been swept over by 
fires—on both sides of Front street 
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arom Parker’s lane to Church street, 
both sides of Lake street, both sides of 
Main street froin Church street to- 
Central avenue, and both sides of 
North avenue from Temple street to 
Main street. 


Some Account of “Old Bet,” the “Liv- 
ing Elephant,” Which Was the First 
“Menagerie” to Visit -Owego and 
Was Exhibited in the Bates Tavern 
Carriage Barn, and of the First Cir- 

_ cus, Which Came in 1826 and Ex- 
hibited in the Tavern Barn Yard, 
and of Other Tent Shows That Came 

Here Later. f. 

The first “menagerie” that came to 
Owego was an elephant, and it was 
the. first elephant ever exhibited in 
the state of New York. It came here 
in the summer of 1813 and was ex- 
hibited in the carriage barn of the old 
Bates tavern. 

This carriage barn was a large red 
building which stood adjoining. the lot 
‘on the north side of Front street 
where Ahwaga hall now stands at the 
east. In the rear wag the barn where 
the stage horses were kept. The en- 
trance to this barn yard was between 
the tavern and the red barn. 

The comiug of the elephant to Owe- 
go Was announced in the newspapers 
under a big heading as “A Living Ele- 
phant,’ and was described as follows: 

“The elephant is not only the lar- 
gest and most sagacious animal in the 
-world;: but, from. the peculiar manner 
in which it takes its food and drink of 
every kind, with its trunk, is acknowl- 
edged ‘to be the greatest natural curi- 
osity ever offered to the public. The 
one now offered to the view of the- 
curious is a Female. She will lie down 
and get up at the word of command. 
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She will draw the cork from a-bottle, 
und with her trunk will manage it in 
such a manner as to. drink its con- 
tents. She is thirteen years old, and 
Weasures upwards of twenty feet from 
the end of her trunk to that of her 
tail; twelve feet around her body; up- 
Walds of eight feet high, and weighs 
more than five thousand pounds. Per- 
haps the present generation — may 
never have an opportunity of seeing 
un ilephant again, as this-is the -only 
“one in America; and this is perhaps 
its last visit to this. place.- —Admiit- 
tance 20 cents.— Children half price. 
Liours of exhibition from S o’clock in 
the morning until 6 in the evening.” 





This elephant was. known among _ 


showmen as “Old Bet.” She was ex- 
hibited by a showman nanred Bailey, 
who travelled at night, and in the day- 
time kept the anitval in a. barn and 
COVerse] her with hay, so that people 
could not see her by peeping. through 
the cracks at-the side of the barn. <A 
camel and a monkey completed the 
outfit. “There was no other wild ant- | 
mal show in Owego until 1833. 

The first equestrian performance 
ever given in Owego was. that of 
Blanehard & Newell’s circus, in 1826. 
Vhe show did not have to exceed ten 
performers and about a dozen horses. 
The. colipany came unannounced, and 
the advertising was done by one of 
the troupe, who. went through the 
stveet and announced the arrival of 
the show in a loud voice, something in 
the munner of the side-show “barker” 
of the present day. The pertormance 
was given in the’ barn yard, in the 
rear of the old Bates tavern, which 
was at that time kept by Philip Good- 
man. The show had neither tents nor 
seats, and the spectators had their 
choice of standing or sitting upon 
the ground.The ring was made by 
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throwing up a cirele of earth in the 
‘middle of the yard. The performance 
consisted of the feats of a strong man, 
horseback riding without saddle,comic 
singing, ete. The band was composed 
of drums and a fife. While the 
performance was in progress the up- 
per windows of the hotel were all oc- 
cupied by “dead head” spectators. No- 
performance was. given at night, as in 
those days. of tallow candles there was 
no known way of lighting the ring. 


The next show to visit Owego was 
the circus of Angevine, Titus & Bur- 
gess. This show started from Putnam 
county. Its tent consisted of a centre 
pole and canvas sides, but no top. 
The tent was pitched on the lot on 
Which the Robert Cameron, brick block 
now stands at the northwest corer of 
Front and Purk streets in the summer 
of 1827. The circus ring was a solid 
wooden curb, made in curved sections, 
about eightecn inches high and. six 
feet long, and painted. The pieces 
were held in place by iron gpikes, — 
driven into the ground, and. the earth 
was heaped up against the curb from 
the interior. ‘The rings constructed 
in this manner were in use about 
twenty-five years, but as so many 
riders were injured by falling or be- 
ing thrown upon them, the curb was 
finally abandoned altogether. In its 
place were substituted red curtains, 
suspended by rings from iron stakes, 
with an earth ring, as now. The tent 
Was supplied with seats, similar to 
those in use at the present day.. 


The first. animal show came in 1838, 
and exhibited on the lot on the east 
side of Court street, south of the pres 
ent county clerk’s office. This was the 
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first’ tent show with a canvas top to’ 
visit Owego. 

The first cireuses were advertised 
by a bill poster, who rode horseback 
through the country, carrying lis 
handbills in his saddle-bags. ‘These 
bills he fastened on trees and. barus 
aiohng the Wayside with tacks. Isaac 
J. Greenwood, in one of the Dunlap 
society publications, has .thus de-— 
seribed the circuses from 1817 to 1820: 


“At fivst they. were but small affairs 
consisting of a couple of wagons, four 
horses, and some halt dozen perform- 
ers,mostly tumblers aud vaulters, with 
perhaps a trick man and that’ indis- 
pensable—a clown. There was no 
band save a-fiddlé or two; no lady in 
gauze puc spangles, no ring-master, 
and no tent; but they carried -some 
six-foot poles, around which, planted 
in a cirele, was stretched at each per- 
formanerc, ad Canvas to keep them froin 
‘the gaze of outsiders, while a tew 
boards served to puild. an. outside 
‘platforin, raised just above the ground, 
for acrobatic performances,  jig-diane- 
ing, and the like; the rest of their 
loads was baggage, cooking’ utensils, 
and provisions. .The .place of exhibi- 
tion Was .open to the sun: and -rain, 
though in time a covering suspended 
froin a eentve pole was introduced. 
There were no seats, except such as 
could be borrowed from the ladies, but’ 
sometinies the Wagons were drawn in, 
sO that the back erowd could mount 
upoh them, and two hundred == and 
fifty spectators, at an entrance -price 
of twenty-five: cents was a big house. 
Usually a man went ahead who pla- 
-earded all conspicuous places, — pro- 
eured the live-dollar license, and hired 
the ground; then presently a -bugler . 
on horseback announced the approach 
of the show, and or the village green 
the clown would be proclaiming the 
time of performance.” — 

‘About the year 1840 circuses began 
to advertise by means of posters, with 
pictures thereon of prancing horses, 
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flying acrobats, ete., printed in colors. 
There was a blank space on the bills, 
in Which the names of towns and dates 
of performance were filled in with 
crayon. These bills were put up in 
the barrooms. of country taverns, 
They were fastened to the wall with 
tacks and when the circus was. gone 
_ one of the showmen carefully: took 
down such of the bills as had not been 
mutilated by the jack-knives of bar . 
room Vandals, -and they were used 
again in other villages. 

The visits of the circus in those 
days were “lew and = far  between.’” 
Along those that exhihited here were 
Buckley, Weeks & Co.’s, Sept. 3, 1835; 
a show known as “The Anipitheatre,” 
Aug. 19,1836; Purdy, Welch, Maecom- 
‘ber & Co.’s menagerie, Aug. 19, 18387;.° 
and Buckley & Co’s circus, July, 18388, 
and May, 1839: 

In those days there was a rough 
eleinent among the people not only in 
the village, but in every direction out- 
side of,it. When a show came to town 
there was inuch drunkenness, with 
consequent fighting and. disorder. — It: 
was for this reason that many quiet 
citizens objected to the coming of the 
circus; besides it was complained that 
the circus curried all the loose change 
out of town. Some of the village trus- 
tees, too, objected to circuses,. think- 
ing they tended to demoralize the. peo- 
ple. So, when the agent of Welch, 
Bartlett & Co.’s Broadway circus ap- 
plied to the Board of Trustees for a 
license in August, 1840, his application 
was refused... The next year, however, 
the “Victoria Arena and Great West- 
ern Circus” had no dit..culty in obtain- 
ing a license and showed on the 3d of 
June. In 1842, when Rockwell, Stone 
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& Oo.’s circus made application for a 
ligense, there was a tie vote! S.-S. 
Tinkhii end FP: Patch: voted in 
luvor of license, and Jonathan Vlatt 


and Charles R. Coburn against. Judge 


Drake, the president of the village, 
decided the matter by voting in favor 
of license, aud the show exhibited on 
the od of June. No circus license was 
vranted until 1844. Weleh, Delevan & 
Co’s arent applied to the board, in 
Julyoof that year, when David Wallis 
and Isaae B. Ogden favored granting 


‘a license and Sylvanus Fox and A. P.. 


Storrs opposed jit. The matter was 
wgain decided in favor of the’ circus 
by the yote ‘of Judge Drake. After 


this licenses were noi refused © to 


CIVCUSeS 

Circusés for many years © pitched 
their tents on the lot at the northwest 
eorner, of North avenue and: | Main’ 
gercets. This ground Was “a vacant 
lot owned for wary years, by Samuel 


Standish Linkhatm and extended from 


the corer to- David Py Tinkhan’s, 
house, which stood where the Park 
hotel is now. The wooden fire engine 
house was moved Irom Court street to 
the west ond of the lot in 1851, and 
the block on the corner was built by 
Thomas |. Chatfield in 1853. 

ln 1850 eireuses were larger and. re- 
quired more room. From that time 
and for several yearg later all the: cir- 
cuses exhibited on the east side of 
North avenue between John R. and 
South Depot streets. This was then a 
vacant lot, extending back the entire . 
length of John R. street. 

The Yankee Robinson Cireus. and 

Theatre. 
In August, 1859, Yankee Robinson’s 


combined cireus and theatre exhibited 
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under a large tent on this lot.. After 
the equestrian performance in the 
ring a theatrical, performance con- 
cluded the entertainment. This was 
give on a stage about.four feet high 
at one end of the tent, with good 
seencry. The characters were for the 
most part sustained by. the acrobats 
aud gymnasts, and the production was 
a meritorious gne. ‘The play was 
culled the “Days of 776" and the-seene 
was laid in the United States during 
the revehttiowary, war. .R. J. Miller, 
professional known as Yankee Miller 
and an -uneoinmonly good comedian, 
played othe leading comedy part, that 
of a Yankee. He- died at Fort Wayne, 
Ind., in t877, while travelling: with his 
nephew's, theatrieal troupe. Yankee 
Robinson’s wife, equally good as a 
comic actress. played the character of 
a Yankee girl. In the conjpany was 
also Harry Mvarts, a circus rider, who 
was afterward one of the owners and 
tanrbourinist of Booker & HNvarts’s 
minstrels. J1e canie to his death in. 
May, 1889, while travelling as press 
agent of Ada lMorepaugh’s circus, in 
‘a railmoad iueccident near Llamilton, 
Ganada The cars caught fire and 
‘Kvarts’s) body was burned an. Phe. 
wreckage, Hilly Pastor, famed as a 
ciréus performer, and a brother ‘of 
the well-known Tony Pastor, was also 
a Weinber of the company, and also a 
boy named Gibbons, a most remark- 
able contortionist, who Came several 
-{inies afterward to Owego with = cir-_ 
cuses and who was billed as Don San- 
tiago Gibbonsiise. . 

Robinson owed a printing — estab- 
lishment a bill for posters to adver- 
tise his show. While at Owego the 
show was attached by ‘the ‘sheriff of 
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Tioga county to satisty the claim, and 
Robinson was compelled to cancel his 
‘dates ahead and remain here a week, 
being unable to obtain bondsmen dur- 
ing tnat time. A man named. Field,who 
claimed to be the owner of the show, 
came and replevied the property, 
and one fine Sunday morning Robin- 
son folded his tents and went on his 
Way. rejoicing. The company ‘per: 
formed every evening to large crowds 
during its enforced sojourn here, and 
the manager declared that his week 
here had been more profitable to him 
than it would have been had he ‘gone 
on his advertised route. - 

Robinson -was.a unique character. 
lle was a shoemaker, then successive- 
ly a travelling showman, an exhibitor 
of seriptural paintings, a tragedian, a 
Yunkee comedian, a dancing master, 
and finally a circusman. 

Washburn’s Indian Show. 

Some account. may be of interest 
here of a big tent show, which was 
organized in.this vicinity. In May, 
1854, IX. S. Washburn visited Owego 
with an Indian show and gave an ex- 
hibition at Patch’s hall,in Lake street. . 
Wie afterward, during the winter of 
1854-5, lived at Owego, boarding with 
John Loveland in the second story of 
the old Walter Ogden house, which 
was aiterward the “Diamond store,” 
and which stood on the west side of 
North avenue ou the ground now oc- 
cupied by George Snyder’s brick build- 
ing. With him was a full blood Mo- 
hawk Indian, six feet tall, known as 
“Joe Washburn,” and his sister, a 
handsome Indian girl, who afterward 
became Washburn’s wife. She was 
known as Princess Ne-os-ko-le-ta, and 
later as the Princess Wynima. Both 
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hames were the same in the Mohawk 
tongue, and the meaning of them is 
“Prairie Flower.” 

During his residence here, Wash- 
burn, in company with ‘Col. Theron 
Seymour, who had been landlord of 
the Ahwaga house, and rank Phelps, 
of Klmira, who had been travelling 
through the small towns with a hall > 
show, organized an Indian tent show 
on a large scale, to travel the next 
season. Loveland, who had _ been 
travelling the -previous season with 
teains, giving a show in country tav- 
erns,. was .the business manager. They 
secured twelve Onondaga Indians and 
a few gyninasts, and went upon the 
road, in the spring of 1855. 

In addition. to the genuine Indians, 
several white men living in Owego and 
vicinity, among whom: were Almon W. 
z0uld- and Joseph D. Hollister, joined 
the show and made themselves up as 
Indians by coloring their faces and 
hands and dying their’hair. The show 
had a brass band, the musicians’ be- 
ing also “fake” Indians. A-side show 
was attached to the circus, in which a 
minstrel performance was given, Hol- 
lister playing the bones. Gould, who- 
was something of a musician, played 
a guitar with the orchestra during the 
Indian. performance. 

The show. consisted of a scalping 
scene, rescue from burning at the 
stake, war dances, and the delineation 
of other pleasant little Indian festiv- 
ities and customs. <A representation 
of the historical scene of Pocahontas 
-gaving the life ot Capt. John Smith 
was also given, the show closing with 
the cheerful revolutionary tragedy of 
the murder of Miss Jane McCrea. 
“Joe Washburn” was advertised as 
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“the celebrated Chief, Red Jacket, 
the qwmost eloquent Indian. orator liy- 
jug.” } Sach 

The show made its first’ stand at 

(inion, Hroome county, where the can- 
vas was blown down in a storm and a 
cuuvasimia’s art .was broken by a 
fadlines guy pole. Thence they went to 
Great Bend and Montrose, Pa. When 
they reached Pittston, Washburn was 
informed that in the Wyoming valley 
a bitter feeling still existed against all 
ludiais on the part of the descendants 
ol those who perished in the massacre, 
-and thut they had arranged to pick off 
the Indiaus, one at a time, with rifles, 
knowing that if arrested no jury could 
be fowl to conviet tor the murder: of 
au tidiin, the state of fceling being so 
high. The show exhibited at’ Pitts- 
tol) on -& Saturday,. and. Washburn 
went ahead to , Wilkes-Barre; where 
he learned that the: report was. true. 
Hie aces dingly changed his route, los- 
ing a week’s time and the expense of 
billing half a dozen towns. . He atter- 
ward "came to’ Owego, ° exhibiting on 
the north end of the park, May 10, 
Lea * } 

With Washburn’s, show .were -Isa- 
- dore and Victoria Barnes, singers. and 
-daneers. © They were from Union, 
where their father was a blacksmith. 
At the close of the show season they 
“ane to Owego and lived about a year 
ti Bell street: 'Fhey first ‘camie’ to 
Owego with Meeker’s theatre, danc- 
ing on the stage between the pieces. 
Afterward they traveHed with Frank 
Phelps’s hall show. 

The Indian show was not a success- 
ful one and soon disappeared from the 
road. 1. S. Washburn was afterward 
for several years owner of a travelling 
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vaudeville and buriesque show known 
as “Washburn’s Last Sensation,” in 
which his wife, who had an excellent. 
voice, Was a singer. tle died Nov. 12, 
Iss6, at the Chatfee house at Susque- 
hanna, Pa. 

Washburn’s daughter, Lillian Wash- 
burn, beeame an actress with her 
father’s Company as soon as she was 
able to talk. She has’ been continu- 
ously on the stage ever since. Wash- 
burn had two adopted sons, Leon W. 
Washburn and William Washburn. In 
1905) Leon Washburn was: proprieter 
of L. W. Washburn’s circus and men- 
agerie, the Washburn minstrels, and 
four. Unele Tom’s Cabin com panies. 
Frank Phelps died at Lincoln, Neb., 
in 1888. 


“The Babes in the Woods,” the First 
Travelling Show to Visit Owego, Ex- 
hibits in:the Goodman Coffee House 
Cining Room—Theatrical Companies. 
Produce Standard Plays under Dis- 
advantageous Conditions—The First 
Theatrical Company Performs at the 
Court House and Later Arrivals Play 
in. the Coffee House Dining Room 
and in a Loft over Jonathan Platt’s 
Store. 

The first hall show in Owego. of 
which any account can be obtained 
was Sickles’s “Babes in the Woods.” 
It consisted of paintings of battles of 
the revolutionary war and the war of 
1812, and a combination. of panorama 
and moving figures, delineating the old 
nursery story of the “‘Babes in the 
Woods.” It showed the sleeping chil- 
dren and the birds covering them with 
leaves. At the conelusion an angel 
~desecended and carried away the chil- 





ane esl eo: noe ne “ 
~nuituon aed “asd — 


a) ant. atthe wo oF bse att ae. yer ae 









et pea, PN hatisaba- owt bai nd oS, 
7 a vptadileny ett: bap “mah au 
MOOEHEOTC nip: armada - ost “eat a 
“nent, bus enows ayaa Weak fae 
bus Seip bape ott ate ie 








} tea bea “abooW ons or eaaen ee 
KA OnewO HaiV of word, sonoat es 
 seuol ssitod nembeom efit wi atidid” 
exineg ined nciinolt—mnooN painid 
21 shaw ayo Wiabant_ oawbor4 bicep 
tala. ont —~anotsibwad guoepeingybs . 





ghd te anvione? NORQENOD hpisdeonT ese 


im uel? vleviTtA ved torre, aero ted 
















moot goinid sayoM osHad art? wi > - : 
ehels BanRIe. ve anal 6 at (one ye és 

me (eh i ee 

ey | ; Se Fee oe ae 
19 wg9 WO” e ees Mas saath ce pare Mo 
_heutleado , ed nak: dap d eeroh: 


Meal we ‘ous i 





312 


dren, and the wicked uncle was seized 
by @ huge snake. 
The perforinance Was given in the - 
dining room of the old Goodman cotfee 
house (atterward the Franklin house), 
on the northeast corner of Ifront and 
Court streets, about the year — 1’s2b.. 
The admission was twelve and a halt. 
cents. After the show the paintings, 
ete, were removed and a dance was 
given, in which all who. chose, to pay 
participated. | 
Sickles was uw violin player and a 
singer of comic songs. tLlis wife ac- 
ecoinpunted him, and assisted him in 
moving the figures. Amoug her other 
duties. in eonnettiot’ with the show _ 
Was to juitate. the ch.rping of birds; 
which she is said to have done to per- 
fection. Simon Springsteen, afterward 
proprietor of the Owego. foundry and 
machine shop, which stood on the 
ground now the northeast corner of 
MeMaster and Helphine streets; 
travelled with the show as violinist 
three or tour years. They went south 
to New Orleans, and, visited al large 
portion of the United States. Richard 
Manning, of Owego, who died here in 
1832, also travelled about two years 
as‘a violinist with Sickles’s show. + 
Sickles’s home was at Sherburne, 
N. Y. He accumulated considerable 
property and retired from the show 
‘business. After his death his son-in- 
law, George Cox, visited this county 
with the same show, and exhibited at 
Flemingville © and Newark ‘Valley. 
Yankee Robinson, the circus proprie- 
tor, began his career as a showman 
with Sickles’s “Babes in the Woods.” 
The first theatrical exhibition ever 
given in the village of Owego by pro- 
fessionals was in the winter of 1833. 
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There was at that time. in the minds 
of many people a- narrow. prejudice 
against actors and theatricals, which 
Was Collmon, not only to very small 
‘Villages like Owego of that period, but 
prevailed to some extent also in the 
cities. There were, however, many: in 
the catumunity of more liberal ideas, 
but they were in advance of their age. 

ln 1826, a debating society existed in 
Owego, known as “The Forum.” Its 
discussions were. held at the old court 
house and were listened to by such 
ladies and gentlemen of the village as 
chose to.be present, the invitation be- 
ing a general one to the public.. On 
_the 16th of March of that year, as we 
learn from an old copy of the Gazette, 
the subject discussed was, “Are the- 
atrical representations more injurious: 
than benehclal to society?” =: The re- 
sult of the discussion is not known, 
but it is very probable that the de- 
cision was one not at all favorable to 
the advancement of the drama. 

At a meeting of the village board of 
trustees at the store of Gurdon Hewitt 
on August 1, 1831, the following reso- 
lution was adopted: - 

Resolved by the Trustees of said vil- 
Jage that no circus or other public 
show or exhibition shall be pemnitted 
within the bounds of said village un- 
der the penalty of ten dollars for each 
and every offence, and that each and 
every person acting or assisting in any 
such show or ‘exhibition shall be 
deemed an offender within the mean- 
ing of this ordinance. 

James Pumpelly was president and 
trustee of the village, and the other: 
trustees present at the time of adopt- 
ing the resolution were judge latham 
A. Burrows, Gurdon Hewitt and Ezra 
S, Sweet. | 
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As has been alreaily mentioned, the 
first performance here by a company 
oF protessional actors was ‘in 1833. 
The performance was given at. the old 
court house at the southeast corner. of 
Maia and Court streets, 

On this occasion lLynian Covell, of 
~Hintdira, then sheriff, of Tioga eounty 
is it Was previous to its. division into - 
the present eounties of Chemung and 
Tioga, eranted. the use of: the court 
rob to a theatrical coipany under 
the muungement of Gilbert & .Trow- 
bridge, which was well and favorably 
knowu in the large towns in various 
parts of the state. Their perforin- 
ances, which occupied a week, were 
artistically and. pecuuiarily a success. 
The eoulpany was conmposed of Gil-. 
bert, “Trowbridge, Howell, and Archi- 
bald and their wives, with one or two 
‘others. Chey played °Pizarro,”) “Lady 
- Of the Lake,” “School. for. Seandatl,”’ 
Ook aid. Key,” ‘Othello” = and 
“George Barnwell.’ Phe performance 
vach evening concluded with a farce, a 
2reat fay orite in those days being Mon- 
civief’s “Speetre sridegroom,” Which 
was anounced on the. bills as “The: 
Ghost: jr Spite of. Himself.” The or- 
chestrva consisted of one violin, 

At this period there were no. rail- 
ronds, it this patt of: the.state. ‘The 
seenery and baggage were transported 
by teams, which were hired at a town 
“where the company had been playing 
to transport it..to the next village. 

The stage was. built of rough boards 
laid ou saw-horses over the bar of the 
court room. The footlights were tallow 
candlés in tin holders. A strip of — 
board about a foot wide extended the 
length of the stage between the’ foot- 
lights and the actors. It was fastened 
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by hinges to the stage und worked 
with cords. It lay flat on the stage 
itil it became necessary to darken 
the stage for night and storm effects, 
When it was raised by means of the 
cords to hide- the light of the candles. 

The scenery was hung on long 
strips of wood and rolled up from the 
bottom on rollers by. meais.of heavy 
cords. The entrances to the stage at 
the side ‘wete between » the’: wings,’ 
which were painted on canvas and 
stretched on frames made of strips ot 
wood. Dressing rooms were wade by 
hanging up a few calico curtains. 
There were no reserved seats and the 
admission. fee was a shilling---twelve 
and “one-hall cents—chiildien | halt - 
price, ; 

Those of the villagers who were op- 
posed to the visits of theatrical com- 
panies to Owego made a vigorous pro- 
test to the board of supervisors 
against the court house being used for 
show purposes, which had the. desired 
effect. The board, at its annual ses- 
sion in the fall of 1833, adopted a reso- 
lution prohibiting the use of the court 
house for theatrieal exhibitions. — 

VYhe next year, however, Gilbert 


5) 


& Trowbridge’s theatrical company 


again visited Owego, and performed ~ 


two weeks tn a loft in the’second story 
of Jonathan Platt’s store on the south ~ 
side of Front street. The company 
consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Trowbridge; 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert, Mr. and Mrs. 
Powell, Ilenry Vaughn, Sam. Lathrop, 
Charles Benson, Kore and, perhaps, 
one or two others. | : 

Joseph S. DeWitt, popularly known 
as “Old Joe” DeWitt, who was for 
many years proprietor of a restaurant 
here, travelled with the company 


i Ww ofa wwisiger. ‘nip OOF 






Bahai wailna Wats te atone it Re 
wd? bite einge hovseaet, ou: owe ott io et a 


% ans ant ©, 
eam ert sibel 8 em | 90k pohaeiath “Gas Sein 
Mert _ eats ea BG DR aa 


ae 
I 


semis isoitinod ta ‘aately wid’ or henog 
feng Hagin Lae alert any) oo asined 


$0) Deze waschend opund Tones bate iwabrge 


seeiaiion' ue 














4G ortow ankw! et , 





#oelvinik, Fe nso ony eee) 


beortlaet unit}, had ‘Aoldw ieee mie 
BG. Lon stivn: a fa: ago a aie.” ‘ 


» ome DY od yoy ree ‘toe wit a ‘ti a 


PIM9F adt te wate, sth eatniditony nol a 
 awoliduhiay: totes toad aol paid 2s 
MedLyy  Aovrdve > Poe tot Coe ae 





516 


about a year as business manager. He 
attended to hiring halls and getting 
bills printed, and played occasionally 
im minor parts.» Mr. Platt’s hall was 
about fifty feet deep and twenty feet 
wide. | 
Showmen in the early days of Owe- 
go encountered some rough audiences. 
One evening during the performance 
of a travelling show, some young fel- 
lows provided themselves with small 
paper bags of flour, and amused them- 
selves by throwing them on the stage: 
during the performance to see them. 
break. Occasionally an actor was hit 
and powdered from head to foot. This 
kind of humor prevailed in Owego for 
several years. 

At one time, several years later than 
this, a gentleman delivered a. public 
lecture in the court house. After the 
lecture he was met by a party of men 
at the door, one of whom threw a bot- 
tle of ink upon him, destroying his 
clothing. The perpetrator of this act 
~was one of Owego’s most prominent 
_ citizens and business men, and it was. 
looked upon. at that time as.rare fun. 

Garry A. Hough, an early theatrical 
manager, who visited Owego several 
times previous to 1854, in a letter to 
the writer of these papers in January, 
1879, wrote: 

“Thirty years ago Owego was not 
considered a first-class theatrical 
town; it was not even first- class in 
morals, and that- was the cause of end- 
less difficulties when ‘amusements 
were offered: The rough and tough 
element which had their headquarters 
in your village, were men who for a 
portion of the year found employment 
as river men on the Susquehanna. 
When not employed they were trouble- 
some, at times uncontrollable. This, I 
distinctly recollect, was’ an alleged 
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‘ause for shutting out all kinds of 
amusements, the morality of the town 
endorsing the proposition that ignor- 
ance and rowdyism were the legiti- 
mate allies of dramatic art. But these 
were comparatively, primitive days. 
{ hope time has liberalized the ideas 
and notions which then prevailed.” 

Archibald, who was with the Trow-. 
bridge & Gilbert troupe on its first 
visit to Owego, Was an Knglishman. It 
was his boast that he had won renown 
in the “legitimate drama of old Eng- 
land.” 

Trowbridge was the leading actor. 
He was a tall, brawny man, and was 
born in New Haven, Conn.. He was 
not only a good tragedian, but an ex- 
cellent personator of comic old men. 
He died in Cincinnati in 18388. His 
wife was an excellent actress, and a 
xreat favorite later in Butfalo. After 
the death of her husband, she became 
the wife of Josh. Silsbee, the cele- 
brated. Yankee comedian. Upon his 
death, in 1858, she married Wm. A. 
Chapman, the equally celebrated low 
comedian. She died in San francisco, 
Cal., in 18380." : oo 

R. T. Gilbert wag equally good as 
a tragic actor and as a low comedian. 
‘-He was the pioneer manager of west- 
ern New York. He died about the 
year 1849 in one of the eastern states. 

Kore was a large, fleshy man, and 
played third parts,.such as Alonzo in 
“Pizarro.” Later he lived on a farm 
at Hadley, Mich., where he became 
prominent in public life, serving six- 
teen years as supervisor ‘of his town 
and representing Iapeer county in tne 
state legislature. ; 

Old Sam Lathrop, the celebrated 
circus clown, acted in some of the 
pieces, but his specialty was singing 
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coimic. songs, “in Which he was. ininii- 
table. One wiuter, at the Chatham the- 
athe, tii New York, he did nothing but 
sing “The Teetotal Society,” in which . 
he Was immensely popular,. between 
the farees. He died in a hospital in 
New York several years ago, consider- 
ably advanced in years. 

licnry Vaughn played old men. He 
died in the south of cholera. 

Joba H. Powell was a light come- 
dian. His wife, who was a daughter of - 
Vaughn, played soubrettes. Powell 
: died in Erie, Pa., and his. wife subse- - 
quently re-marrict. , 

Charles Benson was not an actor. 
fie played the violin, and was the 
‘ “orchestra.” : 

Que reason for the prejudice against 
strolling actors «at, this period may 
haye been that they were as a rule 
dissipated. Trowbridge was no excep- 
tion to the rule. He ~was never so in- ‘ 
toxicuied on the stage that his condi- 
tion could be neticed, but after the 
performance he was in the habit of 
drinking hard. He was what is com- 
monly known as a “night owl’——pass- 
ing the evening after the performance 
in Couvivality, aid sleeping during the - 
day. Sam Lathrop, Vaughn, and all of 
the ¢oanipany, except Gilbert, were said 
to be: hard drinkers. 

Trowbridge & Gilbert were the first 
managers to take.a dramatic company 
through the New England | states. 
Trowbridge was at one time associated 
iii Mianagement with the celebrated 
comedian, Sol. Smith. 

March 16th, 1840, Powell & Hotf-. 
.man’s theatre made application to the 
board of- trustees for a license to play 
five nights in Owego. To consider 
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this matter a special meeting of the 
board was held. 

lt had been rumored about the vil- 
lage that a theatrical company  pro- 
posed to cutie to the village and give 
a series of performances. Prompt 
upon learning the intention of the 
mountebanks, as they were charac 
terized, measures were instituted, by 
those opposed to theatrical exhibitions 
to prevent the proposed performance. 
The following petition was accordingly 
submitted to ihe board of trustees: 


to the Vrustees of the Corporation. of the Vil- 
luye of Owego:---The undersigned learn with re- 
vret that a strolling theatrical company purpose 
to open a theatre in this village the present 
week. believing that such exbibitions are de- 
woralizing in their tendeney anid pernicious to 
good order im any comniumity, and also that it 
Will, tend to tuercase the searcity of money, 
Which mow Wwelehs so heavily upon the indus- 
trieus labourer and honest poor, do. request that 
you will not prant’ the necessary permit. 


a. Wyatt. W. A. Ely, 
O. Gregory, Chas. I’. Johnson, 
dames Wright, A. PB. Storrs, 


Francis ‘Truman, 
David Goodrich, 


Klihu Parnventer, 
A. ©. Greenloaf, 


LL. H. Athen, 
John ©, Laning, 
George Truiman, 
John B. Wood, 
W. P. Stane, 
Asa di. Truman, 
Silas ‘Totten, 
“BR Raynsford, 
D. G&G. Paylor, 


Jas. Ely, 

P. Ransoin, . 
Chas. Ranson, 
J. lL. Pinney, 
H. D,. Pinney, 
B.. B. Curry, 
C. 'Taleott, - 
W. Pumpelly, 
Wn TE. Platt, 


W. C. Pavlor, Db. O. Macomber. 

The trustees present were John J. 
“Taylor,.. Isaac: B. .Ogden;. Col. N. » W. 
Davis, and Jared Huntington, the lat- 
ter being president of the village. Mr. 
Taylor and Mr. Ogden voted in favor 
of granting the license, and the others. 
voted against it. This action, how- 
ever, was not final. Another meeting 
was held in the evening, when the 
same trustees were present. The mat- 
ter was reconsidered; and a license 
to exhibit five evenings was granted 
to Powell & Hoffman upon payment of 
SiR | 
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The theatre was managed by J. HE. 
Powell, who had been here with the 
Trowbridge & Gilbert company, and 
Garry A. Hough, an excellent come- 
dian, whose stage name then was Hoff- 
man. The performances were given 
in the dining room of the o.w Goodman 
coffee house in I‘ront street. As a 
curiosity a copy of one of the adver- 
tisements is here given: 

! THEATRE 
AV MRS. GOODMAN’S HOTEL 
March 20, 1540. 
pes EVENING will be presented the 
splendid Melo-Drama, entitled , 
HUNTER OF TLE ALPS ; 

or, the 

Forest of Savoy. 


PBL laceilal sie yx lol si etletaet Apa etl ener bo el Mr. Powell 
MAREK MOS: Veale, dete SM SOhitrord 
USERCG Mee etl tom lalas aumae din) Cita ee AEP. Freeland - 
ROUT Te eee are eo pea eco ee Bh SC MeS 
PH GVGEI ica! Ruety: s vidiachin. a stv ldlae sha an Ota geet he Mrs.) Powell 
Genevieve ....6. A ies SU ante SDE Olaiae Mrs. Hastines 


To conclude .- with 
MY AUNT i 


PRACT GU uc 1 a PRs ake Mr. Clitford 
Watile ycah aay Li ake: -affBNGp Sel As PR hin ee Mr. JHfoffimian 
on cad alk (Ob) St) Bane eG Pt Mr. Powell 
Seiler LON aa Fakir da Pier eval Mr. Thastings 
MRERS 7 OOMMCB DS): 13.2 tileie aye cinfeieiets valencia Mrs. Powell 
MILES Sr ae a i Gms us eR Dea Mrs. HWolftman 


a° Tickets to be bad at the Bar—at L. Man- 
ning & Son, and at the Tioga County House. 
Curtain will rise wt 7 o'clock P.M. 


The next theatrical company to visit 
Owego was one under the manage- 
ment of W. P. Hastings. It.) was 
known as the New York ‘Vaudeville . 
company, and .the performances were 
given at the Goodman coffee house. 
Mr. Hastings paid a village license of. 
2 a night, and commenced his. per- 
formances on the 14th of June, 1841. 
The following is a copy of one of the 
company’s advertisements; 
THEATRE, 
This evening (Friday, Jume 18th) will be pre- 


sented for the first time im this place, the cele- 
brated Drama in 3 acts, entitled the 


LADY OF THlk LAKE. 


Weodbetnc ls. «BPAY clus Ohh eoslls pubis 6 Vile A ore. Hastings 
TOUR OU BRED fe raaie Bincs ays 9056 fio wale as Mr. Reynolds 
Dba re tia i ih Some. eve teatro ays. Re ree: « See Mr. Arthur 
AUT: PICS alse oie) beige atte be wey Meret ease ET. AO WELD 


Red Miirdoth ee eee Mr.  Heydon 
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NEWS Dathobae ts wits © we Nehes while ols Miadeison 
PA ATCIG POR ON OMENS 6 oie sass gape Mrs. Hastings 
Pllen Douglas. settee ete #.. Mrs. Heydon 
ROVNEITRS MOTOR Mego Soave ee cule cae Pd an! llastings 
Negro Extravaganza by ......2...Master Pierce 
Pete AP Ye fae acetslelege.s one MP, Arthur 


ne 





The evenine’s entertainment to conclude with 
the Jast uct of 


WENLOCK OF WENLOCK, 


RNIN Ue ANS Mis alata 4s dW atone pitas laces Bowman 
19001 8 SI le eS SA YT Hastings 
ROSHETG ss Myce Mie Haunt hae Ue hy a iscuyla) ail’! oe Heydon 
IU Ve cL [Pa Fre One CNet | Aa a Arthur 
SV CROMESHALS 2 AUbuntateWieta slp th pauut faire STE GOURMET EA Purle 
WW METKON: SIMO CAN Be it. ats wary aaralanee see tp Master Pierce 
PEGA: EN Me GSR EEL: SLOSLSA deeena he bela ve hKeynolds 
CISBA) ilies. a8 Hie oa ad cd al bear winiiar asta eh elo scst Go Hathaway 
BANA | 5 dalla famine ne etaai'el 4s) oder ee SomeReN: ... Mrs. Hastings 
Wase!: Wi esse BT cere SNR he iateieuie ¢ ove CREES..  Meycdlon 


Doors open at 7 o’clock——Curtain rises-at 7%. 
Tickets, 20 cents, to be bad at the Bar. 


The versatility of the manager, who 
played the leading characters, was 
somewhat remarkable. It is not 
every one who can successfully sus- 
tain the leading character in a roman- 
tic drama and five minutes afterward 
appear and Sing a comic: song with any 
marked degree of success. 


‘Tickets, it may be noticed were “to 
be had at the bar’’—a convenient re- 
sort, doubtless, between the acts for 
the thirsty ones of the audience—and 
it should be remembered that the 
average theatre-goer at this period 
was not accustomed to refuse any in- 
vitation to drink. . 


An application was next made for a 
theatrical license by J. H. Powell, on 
the 31st day of December of the same 
year, which was refused by the trus- 
tees. In May, 1842, however, he suc- 
ceeded in obtaining the necessary li- 
cense, and showed in the Franklin 
house dihing room four nights. Mr. 
Muzzy, the landlord, became. security 
for the village license of $8. The 
party jhad bad houses and could not 
pay the license. The trustees subse- 
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quently released Mr. Muzzzy from. all 
responsibility in the matter. 

This ended theatrical performances 
in Owego until October, 1845, when 
the Washingtonian temperance excite- 
ment was at its height. On the 17th 
of that month Garry A. Hough, with a 
‘party known as the Western. Temper- 
ance company, played in Washington 
hall, a building owned by Jehiel Og- 
den, and situated at the northwest cor- 
ner of Main and Liberty streets, where 
St. Paul’s) Episcopal church now 
stands. eee ae. 

This was a long building, one story 
and a half high at the front, with an 
extension back one story high. The 
highest part had originally been a 
gunshop, to which the extension was 
added and the whole converted into 
a hall. The “Washingtonian Total Ab- 
stinence . Association, which was. or- 
ganized in Owego in 1844 and of which 
David C. Burdick was president, held 
its meetings in this hall, and political 
meetings were also held there. A 
large portion of the building was torn 
down three or four years afterward 
and the remainder converted into a 
‘dwelling house, which stood there un- 
til St. Paul’s church was built in 1894. 

Although Mr. Hough came to.Owego 
during a hot political campaign his 
_ company drew good houses. At Wash- 
ington hall tickets: could not “be pur- 
chased at the bar.” 

‘The next company to visit Owego. 
was the Western Temperance com- 
pany, under the management of Allen 
& Bridges. They played one week in 
Concert hall, commencing January 10, 
1847. 

It is not known who the' members of 
the Western Temperance company 
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were. They played, among. other 
pieces, “The Drunkard’s Warning” and 
a piece with the cheering melo-dra- 
iInatie title of “The Goblet of Death; 
, the Roud to Ruin.” 

Concert hall was in the second story 
of Rollin block, Which stood at the 
northwest corner of Front and Lake 
streets and was owned by judge 
Drake. North of and adjoining this 
block Joseph S. DeWitt kept “The 
Shades” restaurant in. a building 
which occupied the ground on which 
the stores of J. C. Kenyon and the 
Misses Rowe now stand. About the 
year 1846 Mr. DeWitt removed the 
partitions between Rollin block and 
his restaurant and converted the 
whole into a public- hall, which he 
called Concert hall. The main en: - 
trance was a Stairway on. the Front 
street side, and there was a private 
entrance from lake street through 
the “Shades” building. This hall was 
burned in the great fire of 1849. 

P. T. Barnum’s first exhibition in 
Owego was in Concert hall. He came 
with Tom Thumb, the dwarf, in the 
summer of 1849, and stayed several 
days. The show was poorly patron- 
ized, and Baruum swore roundly that 
he would never visit Owego again— 
but he. did. 


Potter & Co’s theatre was the next 
dramatic company to come to Owego. 
It played three nights at Concert hall, 
beginning Aug. 26, 1847. Potter’s 
partner was Gilbert, of the old firm of 
Gilbert & Trowbridge. The leading 
man was William M. Fleming, an ex- 
cellent tragedian, who was then thirty 
years of age and in the prime of his 
reputation. In 1860 he entered the 
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army as paymaster and was” with 
Sherman in the march to the sea, and 
was brevetted. a colonel in the regu- 
lar army. He died of heart disease 
- in New York city May 6, 1866. The. 
company was composed of Mr. and 
‘Mrs. Potter, Mr. and Mrs. Mehan, Mr. 
and Mrs. Donovan, Fleming, Gilbert, 
and Pemberton. Between the pieces 
Potter and Mrs. Donovan danced the 
polka. | s 

Potter was a somewhat remarkable 
character. Between 1550 and 1860-he 
was one of the pioneers to establish 
theatres throughout California, Ore- 
gon, Nevada, Utah, and in the Chero- 
kee. nation. He built and fitted up 
more theatres and travelled a greater 
number of miles with large companies 
than any other manager of those days 
ever thought of travelling. He built 
the first theatre in Chicago about 
the ..year 1841... At. vome . time. 
he took a company of twenty-two 
actors from Cleveland, Ohio, to Rich- 
mond, Va., with but seventy-five cents 
in his pocket ‘to start with. His per- 
suasive powers and his ability to weep 
on the slightest provocation were such 
that could always borrow money, for 
which he gave his notes, such notes 
never being paid. He died at Morris, 
Il., in 1869, while playing there with 
a theatrical company. 
During the company’s sojourn here 
the play one evening was Shakes- 
peare’s “King Richard IIL” At this 
time Junius Brutus Booth was at the 
height of his reputation as one of the. 
great tragic actors of the world... Rob- 
ert Chambers, a carpenter,’ who lived © 
on the west side of what is now Cen- 
tral avenue, a little south of Fox 
street, was one of the audience. Flem- 
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Ing was playing the character of “the. 
crook-backed tyrant” and his acting so 
impressed and delighted Chambers 
that in his enthusiasm he yelled, “Go. 
in Booth.” 

At that time a slang phrase, “Go in 
boots,’ was in vogue,and the tragedian 
misunderstanding the significance of 
the words of Chambers, was highly in- 
dignant. To be addressed as “boots” 
was just a trifie too much, and Flem- 
ing angrily retorted “Shut up your d—d 
noise.” He refused to proceed further. 
Col. N. W. Davis arose and explained 
the matter, saying that what Fleming 
had considered an insult was in fact a’ 
high compliment to his power as an 
actor. The tragedian was mollified by. 
Col. Davis’s. words, and the play went - 
on. 

Powell’s next visit to Owego was in 
November, 1847. His last visit was in 
1848, when he opened in Concert hall 
on the 17th of January, ana remained 
one week. : 

At about this time the opposition to 
theatrical exhibitions again began to 
be manifested. In January, 1851, 
Garry A, Hough made application to 
the trustees for a license to give a- 
series of theatrical performances. A 
special meeting of the trustees was 
held on the 28th of that month, to 
consider the matter, when license was 
refused. A paper,signed by forty-seven 
of the prominent business men of the 
village, was handed to the trustees at 
their next meeting, approving of their 
course, and promising their influence 
in sustaining them in.the same. 

On the 18th of the following May, 
‘George Western, then celebrated as a 
low comedian, known as “The Great 
Western,”came to Owego as agent of 
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Mr. Hough, and applied for license, 
Which was refused. He was fortified 
with letters from LL. M. Rexford, Judge 
Boe, Kattel, and other prominent citi- 
zens of Binghamton, commending the 
company in point of respectability and 
talent. Judge Avery interested him- 
self in the matter, and through his in- 
fluence Hough was granted a license, 
but at the exorbitant rate of $5 a 
night. 

Timothy P. Patch had the year pre. 
vious (1850) built a brick block on the 
ground now occupied by the lL. N. 
Chamberlain brick block on the west 
side of Lake street. The third story: - 
was used as a hall and was known as 
Patch’s hall. | 


Mr. Patch was for many years one 
of the most prominent merchants at 
Owego. He.was born at Ashburnhan, 
Mass., Dec. 3, 1809. He came to Owego 
in February, 1834, and. opened ‘a meat 
market in a wooden building. in Lake 
street where the Chambelain block now 
stands. There he conducted the meat 
~business and subsequently the grocery 
‘business twenty-one years. His store 
was burned in the fire of 1849 and he 
erected a brick block on its site. | 


When Ahwaga hall was built in 1852 
Patch’s hall ceased to be in demand 
for public purposes. It was accessible 
only by a long flight of stairs up 
narrow staircases, and was a veritable 
death trap in case of panic ‘or fire. 
From May, 1853, to September, 1855, 
the hall was occupied by the Gazette 
printing office. The block was after- 
ward purehased by L. N. Chamberlain 
and the second and third floors occu- 
pied by him as a boot and shoe manu- 
factory until it was burned, together 
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with Wilson hall, adjoining it on the 
north, -in the night of April 24, 1868. 


Mr. Patch removed in 1860 to To-— 
wanda, Pa., where he died June 30, 
1882. He had three sons, Calvin B., 
Robert Harlin, and Charles Patch, and 
one daughter, Albertine Patch, who 
was married to Oscar F. Saunders, 
and removed to Corning, N. Y. 


The ceiling of Patch’s hall was so 
low that a panorama was prevented 
from visitng Owego at the time the 
hall was opened, there not being room: 
to erect it. Other panoramas were at- 
terward exhibited there. These pano- 
ramas were common in those 
days. They were painted on long 
strips of canvas ten or twelve 
feet high and suspended by up- 
right. rollers at each end. As _ the 
panorama was shown it was moved by 
unrolling it from one roller at one side 
of the stage and rolling it on the other 
roller at the other side of the stage, 
the continuous picture being exhibited 
in a framework extending across the 
stage. A lecturer, with a long stick, 
pointed out the prominent features 
and described them as the panorama 
was moved. These panoramas were . 
so heavy that they were carried in 
sections. As fast as one had been ex- 
hibited another was shown. The most 
prominent of these. panoramas was a 
panorama of New York, showing all 
the buildings in the principal streets. 
of that city at that time and which 
was twice shown here, and Banvard’s 
panorama of the Mississippi river, 
painted by John Banvard, an artist, 
traveller poet, and author. This pano- 
rama was the largest ever made and 
covered three miles of canvas. It was 
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ohe of the wonders of the day and was 
exhibited. in this country and = in 
KHurope. Another panorama that drew 
large houses was known . as “The 
Burning of Moscow,” in which moving. 
figures and battle effects were added 
to carry out the illusion. 

Patch’s hall was fifty-three feet long . 
and forty-four feet wide. In this hall 
Mr. Hough opened his theatrical per- 
formances May 19, 1851,:and played 
one week to fair houses. . But this 
visit of Mr. Hough to Owego was so- 
unsuccesstul from +a pecuniary point 
of view that a compromise was made 
on the license by the trustees. 

The company was a small one, and 
played ouly light comedies and farces. 
‘The leading man was Alonzo R. 
Phelps, a tragic actor, who had made 
his first appearance in New York six 
years previous to this time as Othello 
at the Greenwich street theatre and 
who in 1854 .sailed with Kate and 
Susan Denin for California. . He died 
in Philadelphia in 1888. | : 

The low comedian was. George 
Western, one of the famous comic: 
actors, of his time. For a long tithe he 
‘drew crowded houses to Barnum’s mu- 
seum in New York and was immensely 
popular. He excelled in Yankee char- 
~acters, and was particularly famous 
for his personation of Diggory in the’ 
old farce of “The Spectre  Bride- 
grom.” He was the father of Lucille 
and Helen Western, both famous ac- 
tresses, but in an entirely different 
line of characters. When in Owego 
Western was in bad health. He was 
afflicted with consumption. and was 
compelled to withdraw from the stage. 
He lived at Binghamton and ‘became 
travelling agent for a cigar and to- 
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bacco house, spending the winter in 
the south and the summer at Bing- 
haniton. He died at Bodle’s Exchange 
hotel in that city in July, 1857. . 


Garry A. Hough was an excellent 
comedian. He was _ particularly 
good in the parts made famous by 
William E. Burton, the celebrated 
comedian of that time, whom he in 
some respects resembled... In March, 
1853, he brought to Owego the largest 
and best theatrical company that had 
ever been seen here and one which 
has never been surpassed evento this 
day. It was composed of ten men and 
five women. Mr. Hough carried his 
own scenery. “There was no stage in 
Ahwaga hall at that time. He built a 
stage at the south end of the hall, 
about four feet above the floor. At 
the north end. he caused to be con- 
structed of rough boards some seats 
similar to those in the modern circus. 
For these spectators were charged 25 
cents each. On the rest of the floor 
between these seats and the stage, 
were long wooden settees, seats on 
which were charged 50 cents each. . 
The men’s dressing room was at one 
side of the stage and the women’s at 
the other. Thecompany produced “Ingo- 
mar,’ ““Bhe :Wite,” “Pizarro,” ‘“Rich- 
ard Ill,” “The Stranger,” “The Serious 
Family,” and other standard plays, 
the piece being followed each evening 
by a dance by Mlle. KMveline and a 
farce. The company played here two 
weeks to good houses. 


~The leading actor was T. B. Mul- 
holland, a tragedian of great power, 
whose equal has never since bee 
seen in Owego. He is said to have 
been a native of Tompkins county. 
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Nothing is known of his origin nor otf 
his “end. In 1854, the year after his 
appearance here, he appeared at the 
old Broadway theatre in New York 
city, then managed by li. A. Marshall. 
Prom the moment of his appearance 
there he became a great favorite with 
both the management and the public, 
but in one of his eccentric periods he 
Was obliged to leave. Later he was 
taken ili ’and died, but) when > and. 
Where nu one whu was associated - 
with him. was ever able to ascertain. 


Mulholland was a refined and in- 
telligent actor, and quick at repartee. 
While. playing “ti. Hochester, N.. Y:, 
some one in the gallery threw a piece 
of stove pipe at him on the stage. In- 
stead of resenting it he looked up 
quickly and asked why the stove had 
not been sent alomg with the pipe. 
This reply to what was intended: as an 
insult put. the entire audience in jov- 
ial accord with him at once and ecap- 
tured it for the rest of the perform- 
ance. 

The east of Kotzebue’s play of ‘’Fhe. 
” one of the plays produced: 
at Owego by Hough’s company was as 
follows: 

+ Re 5. kA QAM iia) Gi se he T. B. Mulholland 


Stranger, 
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Kate J.udlow, ‘the leading lady of 
the company, Was a fine actress. Her 
husband, Joseph Littell, was a popular 
actor but was not with Hough’s com- 
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puny. dis first wife was Malvina 
Pray, from whom he was. divorced 
and who was afterward married te 
Wim. J. Florence, the celebrated come- 
dian. He died in 1856. 


Kate J.uudlow was in her day one of 
the most prominent actresses’ in 
America. She was born in 1820 on the 
coast of Maine, and. at an early age 
was adopted by the officers attached 
to the first United States artillery, 
then stationed at Fulton, Me. She 
was “educated at Gorham =~ semi- 
nary. at Gorham, Mass. . She 
inade her ‘first appearance on the 
stage in 1848 at the museum in Balti- 
more, Md. After her appearance with 
liough’s company at Owego she went 
to New York, where she was leading 
woman at the old Broadway theatre 
several seasons. Thence she went to 
Boston, where she supported Junius 
Brutus Booth at the Hollis street the- 
atre, afterward travelling with Booth 
through the country. After Booth’s 
death she supported Jammes EK. Mur- 
dock, George Vandenhoff, and other 
stars. In June, 1899, she was . ad- 
mitted to the Kdwin Forrest home at 
Holmesburg, Pa., near Philadelphia, 
where she is now’ living at the ad- 
vaneed age of 89 years. She is, prob- 
ably, the oldest living actress -in 
America. 


Mr. Morris was Thomas §. Morris, 
who was born at Troy, N. Y., and who 
was 24 years old when he appeared at 
Owego. He was afterward manager 
for John Brougham, the celebrated 
Irish actor and author and’ married 
Brougham’s step-daughter. He was 
manager of the Waverley theatre in 
New York, of the Park theatre in 





 Novwno sania 18 enw. wit 





ui apee9R kegataroNy Sao fe ios Baad ae 
of) no OL8t af mod caw she. P ayaa 





oan MIbD an oe Dew \oounke to hi | | Mitte ade 


borlondin, exootiio ade Ye tahwbs ehw 
serait - oes ie hota “wed: oud ah 





add ol Swot too betnidite aad 


ih Qos ta E Yor, WTA, et ON, ae d Ne 
wa eile ogeWO Tp GEMS edgnott ae 
- Batbeol eew ode orotate wav. ot ae ee 
" oTineH. yew Lao blo. wal Ne RE SS 
OD joow eile onintt sige sie, fayoree = a ee 
aplinl. botieqqva ode osodw Olaoh 
“gt tootle Biltull sat de toot BPR Ss ee ae 
33 AIOE. diiw ‘guiifovent boreedte Ae i ely a age 


aS 


- uM oo potiteh borage: oily Higob * ae - fj £5 3a) 
Aotldo. bag Mudusbasy BHM? 


“igi al ott BOT 





‘iiet dined. $9 hyinobe ~ aaw re NG fie 
512. - can “ants Pe A AEE So aes 
al 10 s9Gawbetge tet 19d obwm 9 7, 
‘isd al jieerin od) te SeeT ah Swale is 











Toes 


a‘diovd asiiA . .yHeweo oid igual 











PN ee 
be ae ‘oti Prva unt at eee. ee 


atdgleballat ‘woM ae 


‘ha odd te galyif ~ 


it. eeoitoy —? tee 





532 
Brooklyn, and of the Grand opera 
house in New York when James Iiske 
owned it, and was later a member of 
the famous Union Square theatre com- 
pany. Fle died in New York in Octo- 
ber, (885. . : 


Mr. Collins was Oliver B. Collins, 
Whe began his long career on the 
stage at Barnum’s museum in New 
York in 1852, the year previous to his 
appearance at Owego. He spent most 
of his life on the stage, playing in the 
companics of Booth, Barrett, Forrest, 
and oilier eminent actors. He died in 
January, 1907, at the Victoria hotel at 
the Highlands of Neversink, N. J., of 
which hotel he was the owner, aged 
78 years. 


Mrs. Mary A. Wray, born at Ridge- 
field, Coun., in 1804, went on the stage 
at the -old Chatham theatre in New 
York city in 1820: as a daneer: She 
supported the great actors of-the time, 
Forrest, Junius Brutus — Booth, and 
others. In 1848 she was with the 
Seguin opera company. Mm 1864, when 
she was sixty years of age, she retired. 
from the. stage. She died in October, 
1892, at Newton, L. I, in the home’ 
that had been purchased for -her by 
her, son, Billy Wray, the negro min- 
strel, who was lost in the burning of 
the steamer “Itvening Star,”’. while on 
the way from New York to New Or- 
leans in 1866. The Mlle Eveline of - 
Hough’s company was Mrs. Wray’s 
daughter, M#veline Wray... Another son 
of Mrs. Wray, Edward A. Wray, was 
with her when she was in’ Owego. He 
was only 14 years old. He also be- 
‘came a negro minstrel and died at 
Edwardsville, Ill., in 1866, the same. 
year of his brother’s death. 
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Mr. Goodenow was John Goodenow, 
popularly known as Jack Goodenow, 
a handsome wan and good actor, of 
whom little is now known. AY, a 
‘Tozer, the low comedian of the com- 
“pany, was a very popular actor and 
was with Htlough when he played in 
Patch’s hall in 1851.: In. 1854. he ~was: 
the Jow comedian at Barnum’s mu- 
seum iu New York. He retired from 
the stage in 1859. Mr.. Ross,- who was 
known as VTouy Ross, played old men. 
He was an excellent actor. 

Garry A, Hough had an -eventfui 
career. We was born’ at Potsdam, N. 
Y., in 1814 and,at 14 years old’ be- 
came a printer’s apprentice. Fas 
worked at one time as a printer for 
A. H. Calhoun in the old Owego Ad- 
vertiser office in this village. He 
bought the floneyoye Falls Standard, 
which he published until 1836, when 
he quit the printing business on ac: 
count of ill health and became an ac 
tor. In 1845 he played in the company 
of Isaac Singer Merritt, who invented 
the sewing machine and died a mil- 
lionaire. In 1865 and 1866 he played 
“Unele Tom’s Cabin” and other plays 
through the stale under canvas.” He 
afterward beeame manager succes: 
sively of the Atheneum theatre and 
the opera-bouse at Detroit, Mich. He 
died in that city in January, 1896. 

Atter the great fire of September, 
1849, George W. Fay built the three- 
story brick building which stands on 
the north side of. Front street, the sec- 
ond store east of Lake street. It was 
the first brick building erected after 
the fire, and was completed and occu- 
pied in May, 1850. The lower floor 
was occupied by Mr. Fay as a drug 
store and the third floor was used as 
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a public hall and known as Fay’s hall. 
Here all shows and public entertain- 
ments were given until Patch’s hall 
was built in Lake street. No theut- 
rical company came to Owego during 
the short time this hall was in exist- 
ence. It was a small one and only an- 
swered a temporary purpose. 


As the business portion of the vil- 
lage was gradually rebuilt. it was 
found that Patch’s hall. was too small 
to hold the average Owego audience. 
When Patch’s hall was built there 
ras no further need of the smaller 
hall, and Fay’s hall was closed. Mr. 
may, however, in turn thought that a 
larger hall than Patch’s hall was 
needed. So he built the present block 
of two stores, over which is Ahwaga 
hall, on the site of the old Fay drug 
store on the north side of Front 
street, and completed it in May, 1853. — 
Ahwaga hall had no stage, and when- 
ever one was needed a temporary one 
was built of rough boards. A few 
years later a stage was built with 
‘steps at each side, which stage could. 
be moved from one part.of the hall 
to another when. desirable. There 
ras a wide doorway on the east. side 
opening into the Ahwaga house, which 
was used for the convenience — of 
dancers when balls were given in the 
hall and suppers served to the 
dancers in the dining room of the 
hotel. The western part of the Ah- 
waga house block was subsequently 
sold to George S. Leonard and several 
years afterward the doorway was 
closed with a brick wall. 


Ahwaga hall was for many years 
owned: by Mr. Fay. and Lyman Tru- 
man. In the summer of 1899, eigh- 
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teen years after Mr. Truman’s death, 
Lyman TT. Stanbrough, executor of 
the Lyman Truman estate, entirely re- 
constructed the hall. A new floor of 
Georgia pine was laid and the walls 
were wainscoated to the height of five 
feet. The ceiling and walls were cov- 
ered with steel and “artistically 
painted. Other iniprovements were 
made, making it the handsomest pub- 
lic hall anywhere in this part of. the 
state. The block was sold to Joel C. 
Kenyon in Decenrber, 1899. 

The building of Ahwaga hall caused 
a renewed interest in theatricals, and 
the coming of dramatic companies be- 
came more frequent. In June, 1853, a 
company under the management of 
William H. Meeker played there. The 
opening piece was Coleman’s “Iron 
Chest,” in which Meeker, who was an 
excellent tragedian, played Sir Ed- 
ward Mortimer. The company — re- 
mained here a. week and drew fair 
houses. Meeker afterward played in 
the New York theatres, supporting 
Edwin and John Wilkes Booth, Hdwin 
Forrest, E.. 1. Davenport, and other 
noted actors. He was on the stage 
45 years from 1843 to 1888, and died 
at New Rochelle, N. Y., March 31, 
1905, aged 83 years. 

In the following October Tozer & 
Germon’s theatre played a week at 
the hall. The managers were J. B. 
Tozer, the low comedian of G. A. 
Hough’s company, and Greenbury C. 
Germon, who was the father of Effie 
Germon, who was at that time only 
eight years old and who afterward at- 
tained a brilliant reputation as a star. 
In the company was Frank 8S. Chan- 
frau, who a few years previous had 
made-a remarkable hit at Mitchell's 
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Olympic theatre as Mose, the fireman, 
in A Glance at Naw. York,” and: in 
“his excellent imitations of other aec-. 
‘tors in the part of Jerry Clip in the 
farce of “The Widow's Victim,’ some- 
times known as “The Stage-Struck 
Barber.” | 

When the company left New York 
it Was tnder an avreement whereby 
Chanftrau was to. receive one-half of 
the net receipts each evening. Chan- 
frau did uot prove so great an attrac- ; 
tion as had been expected, and the . 
company roke up very soon aftet 
leaving Owego. Gerinen died in Chi- 
cago In the spring. following his visit 
to Owego. He was the original Unele 
Yom when the play was produced for 
‘the first time in America‘at the Troy 
museur “i T8538, His. wife was the 
granddaughter of old Joseph Jeffer- 
son and-cousin of the Joseph Jeffer- 
sop, Who was famous as Rip Van- 
Winkle. 

Chanfrau was supported hare bj 
Mile. Albertine, a danseuse in early 
life and afterward an actress. She 
supported the’ elder Booth and late: 
travelled with Chantrau from 1850 to . 
1857... In 1857 she went with Gustavus 
V. Brooke, the tragedian, to Australia 
and while there was stricken with a_ 
fever, Which was: followed by. total 
blindness. Chanfrau’s last appear- 
anee in Owego was in “Kit, the Ar- 
kansas Traveller,’ -at Wilson opera 
house. tle died at Long Branch Oct. 
2, 1884, leaving an estate valued at 
$300,000. 

In April, 1854, a company under the 
management of P. Page ran the play 
of “Unele Tom’s Cabin” one week. 
Mrs. Stowe’s novel had been drama- 
tized two years previous, but it had 
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not reached Owego, and as _ it had | 
made a sensation . throughout the 
country the company drew good 
houses here. The leading actor was 
G. A. Nichols. 

“The New York Dramatic Company, 
under, the Management of James 
Ponisi, was at first refused a license 
by the board of trustees, but license: 
Was alterward granted by each mem. 
ber -of the board individually. The 
company’ apened in “La Tour. de 
Nesle” March 23, 1857. Mr. and Mrs. 
J. B. Purner played the leading parts 
and Daniel Myron acted Irish char- : 
-acters in the farces. Lizzie Ross, a 
daughter of Tony Ross, of the G. A. 
Hough company and-the wife of My- 
ron, was an excellent soubrette. The 
“old man’ was H. O. Pardey, an Eng- 
lishman, an excellent actor and dra- 
matic author, who wrote the comedy 
of. “Nature's -Nobleman’’ for Win. 5. 
Burton. He was somewhat  dissi- 
pated, and was found dead: in. the 
street in Philadelphia March 3, 1865. 

James Ponisi, the manager of :the 
company, was an Imneglishman, a poor 
actor, and the husband of Madame 
Ponisi, who was for many years a 
leading actress in the New York the- 
atres. J. B. Turner was -stricken 
blind while playing with W. J. Scan- 
lan’s. company at Waterbury, Conn., 
in November, 1866. He had been on 
the stage thirty-six years at. that 
time. 

A unique dramatic combination was 
the company managed by John F. 
Breyer, which opened at Ahwaga hall. 
Aug. 5, 1858. It was composed of 
“members. of one fanrily—Mrs. J. E. 
Breyer, her three sons and two daugh- 
ters. They had thirty pieces’ of 
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scenery, The stage was built at the 
north end of the hall. The scenery, 
flies, and wings were held in-phace by 
an ingenions arrangement of poles 
and heavy cords, not a ‘nail being 
driven. ‘they had the most coniplete 
outfit of properties and Costumes ever 
earried by a travelling theatre, all of 
Which they had brought with them 
from Seotland a short time previous 
to their visit to Owego, and which had 
hewn used by the father of the tamily, 
John &. Breyer, who toured Kneland 
and Seothiuid in Shakespearian plays 
for thirty years and who died in Scot- 
land in 1857, while travelling with his 
COMLOaAILS. : 

The expenses of the Breyers here 
were’ sinall, and their stay of three 
weeks in Owego wis a profitable one, 
although the houses. were light. They 
did nat stay at a hotel, but hired the 
small house which is still standing on 
the south side of Temple street west 
of aud adjoining the old) grammar 
school building, where they “kept 
house,” the saine us their temporary 
neighbors. The music was supplied 
by a very large hand organ, which was 
kept behind the seenes. The com- 
pany played “Don Caesar de Bazan,” 
‘Pizarro, The. Castle ~. Spectre,” 
“Macbeth,” “The Lady of; Lyons,” 
“Othello,” “Rob Roy,’ “King. Richard 
“UE” “Fhe Honeymoon,” “Douglas,” 
aud other standard plays, concliding 
each evening with a farce. The ver- 
satility and ingenuity shown by some 
ot the members of the family in per- 
sonating three or four different char- 
acters in: the same. play. was .re- 
inarkable. aay 

Aiter leaving Owego the family 
went west. Mrs. John I. Breyer, the 
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mother, who was a most excellent 
actress, .died at Fort Wayne, Ind.,, 
July 15, 1564. Then the family be- 
came scattered. John F. Breyer, the 
eldest son, was for several years the 
leading man in the stock companies 
in various cities of the west. He after- 
ward managed his own company, 
known as the Maggie Breyer Comedy 
Yompany, and was very successful. 
He died at Creston, HL, Feb. 12, 1889: 
William V. Breyer, the younger 
brother, was afterward a member. ot 
western stock companies. and was 
manager later of the Enoch. Arden 
Combination, in which he sustained 
the principal roles. . Several years 
ago he purchased a ranch near North 
Platte, Nebraska, and retired from the 
stage. He was too good an actor to 
-have wasted: his talent travelling In 
the west. Had he remained in New 
York he would have acquired. reputa- 
tion and forlune. 
“Me eldest ‘sister, Miss Mary 
Breyer, was for many years knowh~ 
throughout the United States as a 
leading aetress in city theatres and 
was manager of the Mary. Breyer 
edy Company. While - playing with 
Otis Skinner’s company at Nashville, 
Tenn, a” Pebruary, 1899, she was 
taken: il] and died at a sanitarium. 
‘At one time there ‘were three Breyer 
companies on the road, John F.’ 
Breyer heading the Breyer Dramatic 
Company in I[llinois, Ohio, and West 
Virginia; Wm. V. Breyer heading the 
KMnoch Arden Combination, playing 
Enoch Arden, Rip Van Winkle, and 
other pieces in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
and lowa, and the Mary Breyer Coin- 
edy Company, touring Indiana, ° Ken- 
tucky, and Virginia. 
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A theatre under the management of * 
Morris & Brink opened at Ahwaga- 
hall Jamuary 29, so. ikdw. WH. Brink 
Was a vood. actor, but his partner, 
Morris, was a very. bad one. . Jeuny 
Stanley was the leading lady.- The 
low comedian was Thomas G. Riggs, 
an actor of Irish characters. We was: 
a comedian of the highest order and 
afterward played in all the large the- 
atves in, the United States. He went 
to Australia and died in Tasmania in 
[S99, ; 


fh January, 1860, Charles Plunkett; 
an Wnglish actor, who came to Aner: 
jeu du 1858 and was the jeading aetor 
‘ut Placide’s Varieties, the chief the- - 
‘ite Whew -Ordeaus,, Jua.,. cage to 
Owego with a travelling company, 

The low comedian, James S. Math-. 
Gws, was also-an Mnglishnian, and was 
the father of the fanious equestrienne 
known as lla Madigan, who was then 
a child. Ide afterward managed a the- 
atrical colupany of his own. He was 
manager ol a theatre in Rochester five 


- years and there he lost the savings of 


niany years, He studied law and. es- 
tatdishod himself at Oswego, where he: 
@ied tke tSo1L. - 

Another member of the conrpany 
was kKdw. TT, Clinton, a som of -the 
famous tragic actress, Mrs. Shaw, 
whose second’ husband was Thomas 
S. Hamblin, the tragedian, who was 
for tWeuty-three years manager of the 
jowery theatre in New York. Clinton 
Was a fine tenor singer and had been 
2 member of the Rosalia Durand 
opera troupe. tn addition to appear. 
ing in all the plays he sang “Larboard 
Watch,” ‘Sally in. Our Alley,” and 
other old-time ballads between the 
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pieces. The leading lady was Jose- 
phine Woodward. 


In the company was Il. Chester 
“Bartlett, of Binghamton. He was a 
brother of Rev. William Alvin Bartlett, 
who was pastor of the Owego Congre- 
pational chureh in 1857-8. He was then 
but a mere youth, but had consider- 
able talent. He abandoned theatri- 
cals, however, and .became sheriff of 
Broome county and served as member 
of assembly. 

Plunkett was a gifted actor, some- 
what reseinbling in . appearance 
Charles Fetcher, the celebrated 
Irench tragedian. He was a genial 
man socially, and in telling Irish or 
Scotch stories he was inimitable in his 
dialect imitations. The year previous 
to his appearance here he was was the 
tragedian at the New Bowery theatre 
in New York. He died’. in Detroit, . 
Mich., in April, 1882. His wife was a_ 
tine actress and one of the handsom- 
est women ever seen on the stage at 
Owego. She died at = Fort Wayne, 
Ind., in September, 1867, 


Ashley’s hall was built in 1862 by 
Martin Ashley, who cane to Owego a 
few years previous and opened a Sa- 
loon and restaurant on the west. side 
of lke street, in which business: he 
was very suecessful. The ground on 
which Ashley hall stood is on the west 
side of Lake street and is now occu- 
pied by Hill & Parker’s brick block. 
The land was owned. by .Lorenzo 
Reeves, whose widow married Col. 
Benoni B. Curry. The buildings on 
the property were all burned in the- 
fire of 1849 anu the land was subse 
quently owned by Abner L. Ely, of 
New York city, of whom Mr. Ashley 
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howught it January 28, 1862, Mr. Ash- 
ley built a brick block thereon, in the 
second story of which was a hall, 
Which he called Ashley’s hall. - Phe 
hall had a level floor, with a stage at 
the ‘west end with a gallery along the. 
north side over the stairway. 

One of the favorites ‘at: this time 
was William A. Rouse, a popular 
comic actor, whose right name was 
William Augustus: Fitznarding Berke-, 
lev and who came of an aristocratic 
Kuglish family at Cheltenham, Itng- 
land. de was a good actor even when - 
badly, intoxicated, whieh was fre- 
quently his eondilion. He died in 
New: York city in 1885: His wife, 
Panny Denham Rouse, had been a 
great favorite at the Bowery theatre 
in. New York and’ was a finished ac- . 
tress. She was a member of various 
companios in New York city after her 
lwisband’s death. 

Another popular company was man- 
aved py John F. Sherry, who had been’ 
the leading man at one of the Phila- 
delphia theatres and who first visited 
Owexzo ui January, 1866, and played in 
Ashley heal. ‘He usually played two 
nights in each city or village he vis-. 
Wed. He was the: first manager in 
these parts to bring out entirely new 
plays. When any new piece was par- 
ticllarly successful in New York he 
purchased the right to produce it on 
the road, and as. his company was a 
strong one the production was good in 
“every ivstanee. He played several 
seusons and was financially very suc- 
cessful, but after a few years he met 
with reverses: through which. he. lost | 
all he had saved. He left the stage 
and became a commercial traveller. 
Sherry was the first manager who had 
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a brass band wilh his company. Some 
of the members of the band also cOol- 
stituted the orchestra. 

Sherry’s leading actress was Jennie 
Carroll, whose husband, John W. Car- 
roll, was also a meitber of the com- 
pany. She was a great favorite in 
those days. Her face was round and 
expressionless, but as an emotional 
actress she was one of the best ones 
that ever appeared here. She was at 
one time jeading lady at the Park the- 
dtre in Brooklyn and later the leading 
support of Bdwin Booth at the Four- 
teenth Street theatre in New York. 
She died in January, 1897, in New 
York.. The best comedian ever with 
Sherry’s conipany was Harry Hawk, 
uw clever actor and good fellow; who 
was playing Asa Trenchard in “The 
American Cousin” on the stage © of 
Ford’s' theatre at Washington when 
Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by 
Jobn Wilkes Booth. 

From 1866 to- 1871 Sherry’s) New 
York theatre was the most popular 
company. on the road. It travelled 
through New York and Pennsylvania, 
seldom going outside of taose states 

Mir. Ashley sold his block August 
16, 1867, to Dr. James Wilson, who ex: 
pended about $2,000 in enlarging and 
improving the hall: and. changed its 
name to Wilson hall. In the night of 
August 16, 1867, a fire broke out in W. 
bD. Ireland’s boot and shoe store under 
the hall aud the building was burned. 
Dr. Wilson immediately rebuilt the 
block, but constructed it as cheaply 
as possible. Later he furnished it 
with scenery, the first scenery that 
had been owned by a theatre at Owe- 
go. Then. it became known as Wilson 
opera house. 
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The interior of the theatre was 
burned out early in the evening of 
Noveniber 9, 1899, through the ex: 
plosion of some tilnis of a meving pic- 
ture machine. Tt was rebuilt, but was 
aitirely destroyed by.’ another. fire, 
which broke out in a bakery. on the 
ground oor at 4 o’clock in the morn- 
ing of Mebruary. 28, £904 , 

After Sherry's conipany. disappeared 
four the stage conditions in the theat- 
rical world underwent a change and 
Owego, like other towns, became a 
“Oi night stand.” Many noted play- 
ers appeared ‘at Wilson opera house 
at various times, among: whom were 
Laura Keene, Katé Claxton, Caroline 
‘Richings and “#Zelda Seguin with. the 
Casthe-Cauimpbell opera troupe: MW. 4. ©. 
Judson, the novelist, known as “Ned 
Buntline;” Buwyate Bill,, kdward Har- 
tigan, John S. Clark and John E. 
Owens, two of the best comedians 
ever seen in America; John T. Ray- 
inond, McKean Buchanan,. Marie Zoe, 
George t.. Fox, aud inany other theat- 
tical celebrities. In the fall of 1876 
Ada Rehan appeared here with John 
tT. Reavrvend’s company, playing in a 
dramatization of Mark Twain’s “A 
lilded, Age,” and a few months after- 
ward she became the leading lady at 
Daly's theatre ini New York and the 
foremost actress on the | American 


“Stage, 
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Some Account of the Owego Post Of- - 
fice and Postmasters from the Year 
1800, When There Were but. 903 
Offices in the Entire United 
States, to the Present Day—In One 
instance the Strife for the Position 
of Postmaster Is Settled by a Spec- 
ial Election of Patrons of the Office 

by Direction of the Democratic Dis- 
trict Committee. 


The census of 1790 reported only 
five post offices in the United States. 
‘In. 1800 the number had been in- 
creased to 903. The first post office 
at’ Owego: was, probably, established 
in 1800, The records of the post of- 
fice department at Washington show 
that the first report rendered from 
the Qwego post office was from Jan- 
uary 1, 1801, by David Jones, and it is 
probable that he was appointed at 
about that time under the administra- 
tion of .president John Adams. 


But little is known of Mr. Jones. He 
was one of a family of early settlers 
here and Was a brother of deacon 
Solomon Jones, who lived near the old 
Tinkham plaster mill on the west side 
of the Owego creek, north of this vil- 
lage. It is probable that Mr. Jones 
kept the post office in his dwelling 
house. The country was at this time 
generally unsettled, the population 
was widely scattered, and this was 
the only post office anywhere in these 
parts. 

In 1801 Thomas Jefferson was elec- 
‘ted president, and the Federalists, af- 
ter having controlled the government 
twelve years, passed from power, 
never to be restored. The accession 
of a Democratic administration was 
followed by a decapitation of Federal 
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postmasters. Mr. Jones was sueceed- 
ed as postmaster of Owego by Eleazer 
~ Dana, who was appointed April 2s, 
IS02, and he held the office fourteen 
years, [ls residence was on the north 
side of Front street ou the ground 
how oceupied by Lewis H. Leonard's 
house and the’ post ollice was kept iu 
a sinall building on the opposite side 
of the strect on the bank of the river, 
Which Mr.-Dana also occupied as his 
law olfice.. At this time about “all: of 
the few houses at Owego were on the 
road now known as Pront street. 

Mr. Dant Was succeeded as post- 
Inaster by Stephen B. Leonard, who 
Was appointed Muay 11, Lote. | Mr: 
Leonard was the edftor and publisher 
of the Owego Gazeite. He removed 
the post oflice intd his printing office, 
Which then oeecupied the second story 
of John tloHenback’s store’ on the 
north side of Mroyt street. It was the 
second bitilding west. of. Paige street 
and is How owned and occupied by A. 
©. Burt, having heen reconstructed in- 
{o.a dwelling house many years ago. 
Phe entrance to the post. office was 
by a flight of stairs on’ the north side 
of the building, Mer. leonard held the 
ollice only one term of four years, but 
many yedrs later he was reappointed. 

Or. Jedediah Fay. was first appointed 
postmaster May to, 1820, by postmas- 
ter-eenernl] R. Melgs, and. he held the. 
office continuously for . twenty-two 
years. Judge Stephen Mack was tor: 
some. thne his aeputy. Dr. Fay's 
second comission was issued by, 
president Martin Van Buren Feb. §&, 
1838. At the time of his appointment 
Dv. Fay lived in a little red house, 
which stovud close to the sidewalk at 
the’ southeast corner of Front and 
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(hurch streets. There was no street 
then where Church: street is now. 
After a time Dr. Fay took charge -of 
judge John Rk. Drake’s mereantile 
business and removed the post office 
from his litthe red. house _ into 
judge Drake's store, which stood 
into judge Drake’s store, which stood 
on the south side of Front street, op- 
posite Lake street. Later he removed 
the office into a wooden building one’ 
and one-half stories high, which stood 
two doors east of the Drake store and 
in which he had opened a drug store. 
When Dr. Fay built his brick store in 
{835 on the north side of the street 
Where Ahwaga hall now stands the 
post office was removed thereto, and 
there it remained until 1841, 

The election in 1840 of Gen. Harri- 

son to the presidency and the aecession 
of the Whig party to power was fol- 
lowed by a change in postmasters and 
,01. Daniel Ely was appointed to suc- 
ceed Dr. Fay. His appointment was 
‘dated. Feb. 4, 1842. ~Col. Fly removed. 
the post office into his store, which 
. was on the south side of Front street 
- @pposite where the First national 
bunk now stands. This store was -on 
the ground on which [. N. Hubbard 
afterward built the brick store,. which 
still stands there and which was until 
recently oceupied by E. Bh. Strait & 
Co. as a book store. 

In Noveniber, 1844, James K. Polk | 
was elected president by the Demo- 
crats, and his election was followed by 
wnother general decapitation of post- 
hiasters. On the 20th of that month 
Stephen B. l.eonard was again ap- 
pointed postmaster. Mr. Leonard re- 
moved the office into Isaac Lillie’s 
vacant store, which stood at the north- 
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east corner of Frout and Lake streets, 
Where W. 2. Partridge’s drug store 
now stands. : 

Another change in the national ad- 
“ministration took place in 1848,.wheu 
“Gen, Zachariah Taylor was elected to 
the presidency by the Whigs and Mr. 
Leonard -lost his oflicial head. His 
successor was Charles R. Barstow, 
who was appointed postmaster April 
La eseo.*) ‘Pte office was’ still kept in 
Mr. (aillie’s building until it was 
burned in the great fire of September 
ihn that year. -'Then Mr. Barstow re- 
moved the office temporarily to his 
residence, which is still standing on 
the cast side of Paige street, the see. 
ond house north’ of Mast Temple 
street. tle soon built a small two- 
story wooden building ou the south- 
east corner of the lot now owned -by 
Dr. A. . Gould on the north side of 
Main street, opposite the Owego hotel. 
The lot was owned by Dr. H. N. East- 
man. Phe second story of the build- 
hig was occupied by Wm. Fields as a 
harness shop. The office was kept in 
that huilding until December 15, 1851, 
when it was removed to one of the 
stores in the Ahwaga house block jn 
Front street. The old post office 
building was removed in December, 
18538, from Dr. Eastman’s lot to Lib- 
erty stveet and ‘converted into a dwell- 
ing house. i | 
Charles R. Barstow was a promi- 
nent resident of Owego. He.was a 
son. of Pr. Samuel Barstow, of Great 
Barrington, Mass., and was born in 
‘March, 1804. When about twelve 
years of uge he came to the town of 
Nichols to live with his uncle, Dr. 
Gamaliel H. Barstow, who had settled 
there four years previous. When a 
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young man he engaged in the general 
mercantile business at Nichols. He 
was commissioner of the United 
States deposit fund from 1840 to 1842. 
In 1843 he was, elected sheriff of Ti- 
oga county and removed to Owego. 
In 1846, at the expiration of his term 
of office, he was elected to the assem- 
bly. His terin as postmaster expired 
in 1858. He was then appointed gen- 
eral wood agent of the New York and 
rie railroad, and held that position 
until March, 1854, when he was ap- 
pointed paymaster of the western di 
vision of the road. In April, 1865, he - 
was appointed port warden of New | 
York city and held the position until. 
August, 1868, when he resigned. - He 
died at Big Rapids, Mich., Dec. 10, 
1880. Mr. Barstow’s eldest daughter 
was the wife of senator Thomas C. 
Platt. 3 

Hiram A. Beebe succeeded Mr. Bar- 
stow as postmaster upon the election 
of Franklin Pierce to the presidency 
in 1852, which restored the Democrats 
to power. There was considerable 
strife in Owego over the appointment 
and the several candidates consented 
to the holding of a special election to 
decide the matter. The election was 
held accordingly at the old Tioga 
house in North avenue, by direction 
of the Democratic district committee. 
All persons who received and sent let- 
ters through the post office and who 
had voted. the Democratic ticket at 
the last. election previous were al- 
lowed to vote. John J. Taylor, mem- 
ber of congress-elect, was chairman. 
and the polls were kept open from’ .3 
to 4:30 and 7 to 8 p. m. Mr. Beebe 
received 217 of the 267 votes cast, and 
his two competitors 27 and 238, respec- 
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tively. Mr. Beebe was accordingly ap- 
pointed postmaster May 4, 2363. On 
the 16th of the same month he re- 
moved the ‘post office into one of the 
stores in T. P. Patch’s’ brick block 
on the west side of Lake street, 
Which ground is now covered by the 
IL. N. Chamberlain brick block. The 
office. was at the back part of the 
room and the rest was occupied as a 
news Office by A. R. & C. C. Thomas. 
Mr. Beebe held the office by reappoint- 
ment through the administrations of 
presidents Pierce and Buchanan and 
during a portion of the Lincoln admin- 
istration—a period of nine years. 


Mr. Beebe was born in the town of 
Bridgewater, -near Montrose, Pa., 
Marea 21, 1827: He learned the 
printers’ trade at which he worked as 
a journeyman until 1838, when-he be- 
came editor of the Bradford Democrat 
at Towanda, Pa. In January, 1843, he 
came to Owego and was editor of the 
Gazette thirty-seven years. He was 
president of the village of Owego in 
1852, 1861, and 1871, and-in 1874 and 
1875 he had charge of the state de- 
partment of public records at Albany. 
He died at Owego March 31, 1897. 

Charles Stebbins succeeded Mr. 
Beebe as postmaster June 30, ° 1864, 
and in March 186/, he was reap- 
pointed. He removed the office to the 
east side of Lake street into the 
wooden building now occupied by the 
Owego national bank. Mr. Stebbins 
resigned the office in 1871. Mr. Steb- 
bins was born in October, 1820, at 
Watertown, N. Y.,.and came to Owego 
in 1839. He died here Dec. 11, 1882. 

Frank L. Jones was appointed to 
succeed Mr. Stebbins as postmaster 
Feb. 17, 1871, and held the office two 
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terms of. four years.each. He was 
born at. Lisle, N. Y., Oct. 20, 1822. He 
came to Owego in 1837 and was a 
clerk in Allen & Storrs’s store. He 
was engaged in the mercantile and in- 
surance business many years. He was 
elected sheriff of Potter county, Pa., 
in 1852, and was appointed sheriff of 
Tioga county to fill a vacancy in 1868. 
In 1869 he was president of Owego 
_ Village. In July,- 1880, he was ap- 
pointed agent and warden of Auburn 
state prison. He died at Coudersport, 
Pa., Nowy: 8.1882. 

Daniel M. Pitcher succeeded Mr. 
Jones as postmaster in March, 1879, 
and he also held the office two terns 
of four years each. During his first 
term of office, in October, 1870, the 
post office was removed into Jones & 
Stebbins’s brick building on. the east 
side of [Lake street, where it still 
reimlains. 

Mr.- Pitcher was born at Norwich, 
Conn,,. in 1822, and lived at Owego 
much’ of his life, dying here Feb. 4, 
1904. He was engaged many years in 
buying and shipping wool. He held 
the otuce of village supervisor three 
years and was one of the: conmission- 
ers. who built the Tioga county. court 
house in the village park. He was 
president of the Owego national bank 
from January, ‘1888, until the year of 
his death. ; 

Grover Cleveland was elected presi- 
dent in 1884 by the Democratic party 
and he allowed Mr.: Pitcher to serve 
the rest of his term as postmaster; 
which did not expire until 1887. When 
Benjamin Harrison (Republican) was 
elected president in 1888 he was not 
quite as considerate, and he removed 
Mr. Cable in the middle of his term 
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and appointed William. Smyth in his 
place on Sept. 16, 1889. 

When Grover Cleveland was. re- 
elected president in 1892, he appointed 
‘Jonas Shays post master June 28, 1893. 
The nomination was ngt confirmed by 
the senate and Cleveland appointed 
William J. Atchison, Mr. - Shay’s 
brother-in-law, to the office on August 
30,. 1894. In 1896 William McKinley 
was elected president and Wm. A. 
Smyth, editor of the Owego Times 
was appointed May 12, 1897, to suc- 
ceed Mr. Atchison and he still holds 
the office by .repappointment in 1901, 
1905, and 1909. 

William’ Smyth was born June 19, 
1819, in county Derry, Ireland. He 
was principal of the Owego academy 
from [848 to 1854, and editor of the 
Owego Times from i854 until his 
death on Sept. 27, 1898. He was a 
village trustee in 1863 and 1864 ana 
was president of the village in 186, 
' 1866, 1867, and 1881... He was ‘chief 
engineer of the Owego fire department 
in. 1862, [863, and 1864. [! 1872 he 
represented Tioga county -in. the as- - 
sembly. The next year he was ap- 
pointed deputy’ superintendent of the 
insurance. department of this state 
and on the death of Orlow W. Chap- 
man in 1876, he became acting super- 
intendent and held the office until 
1877. 
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Some Account of the Old Susquehanna 
River Bridge, Which Was Built in 
1828 and Swept away by a Big 
Flood Forty Years Afterward, Its 
Place Being Supplied with a Trestle 
Bridge, Which in Turn Gave Place 
to the Present Jron Bridge. 


The first bridge across the Susque- 
hanna river was built in 1807, at Sid- 
ney, Delaware. county, N. - Y., by 
Phineas Bennett, John Avery, and 
Capt. Hugh Johnston. ig 

The first bridge built across the 
Susquehanna river in Owego was fin- 
ished and opened to public travel in 
1828. It was built by a stock company - 
twelve years after the company’s in- 
corporation. 

The act incorporating the company - 
passed the legislature and became a 
Aa: Apri V7) 1Sle.) OBy). tis act 
Kleazer Dana, James Pumpelly, Gen. 
John Laning, Horatio Ross, John. R. 
Drake, Charles Pumpelly, John H. 
Avery, Nathan Camp, and William 
Camp were created’'a body corporate 
under the name of “The President and 
Directors ‘of the Owego Bridge Com- 
pany” for a term of thirty years. Gen. 
Ansel Goodrich, James Pumpelly; and 
John R. Drake were appointed com- 
missioners, to fix upon the spot where 
the bridge should be built at a com- 
pensation of $4 a day each while at 
work. The act prescribed that the 
bridge should be at least twenty-five 
feet wide, covered with plank two and 
one-half inches thick, and that the 
opening between.the piers should be 
in width not less than ninety feet, for 
the passage of rafts and boats. I[t was 
also prescribed that during the exis- 
tence of such bridge no other bridge 
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‘The First Bridge Built Across the Susquehanna River at Owego in 1828. 
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should be built nor any ferry esta) 
lished: across the river within three 
miles. The act also fixed the rates of 
toll.” The act provided that if the 
bridge should not be built and com- 
pleted ou or before*Nov. 1,.1821, then 
the corporation created by the act 
should be dissolved. 


No bridge was built, on account of 
difficulty mm  obtaiming = subscriptions 
to the stock. Six years afterward, on . 
April 12, 1822, another act was passed 
by the legislature reviewing and con- 
tinuing in torce the act of 1816 for 


three years, to allow the company time . — 


to complete the bridge. April 20, 1825, 
another act was passed, extending the 
time three years more and appointing 
James Pumpelly, John R..Drake, and 
Charles Talcott commissioners, in 
place of the three appointed by the 
act of 1816. : 

December 19, 1828, Samuel S. and 
David P. Tinkham, for a consideration 
of $100 sold the land occupied by the 
north abutment and approach to the 
bridge to the bridge company. The 
same day James Pumpelly sold for a 
consideration of $1 the land on the. 
south side’ of the river for the abut- 
ment and approach to the bridge. 

The first stock for the construction 
of the bridge was issued May 7, 1828. 
The engineer who planned the bridge 
and had charge of its construction was 
Hphraim Leach. The builder -was 
Abner Beers, who built the .Qwego 
academy in 1827. 

Some account has already been 
given in these articles of Mr. Teach 
and Mr. Beers. Mr. Beers was a car- 
‘penter and lived on the lot now owned 
by Mrs. E. J. Pride on the south side 
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The South Abutment of the Bridge as it was left after the rest-of the bridge 
had been swept away i the great flood of: Mareh, 1867, with Samuel 
Archibald’s Tannery on the bank beluw. . 





The Trestle Bridge Built by. Withesler H. Bristol i in 1868. 
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wf Front street, west of Academy 
street. The model of the bridge was 
constructed in Mr. Beers’s house. It 
was nade of pieces of ‘wood one inch 
square. A portion of the timbers for 
the bridge was framed in the village 
park and the rest on the south side 
of the river: <All the pins for holding 
the timbers together were made in- 
Gen. John Laning’s storehouse, which 
stood a little east of the bridge and 
which was used by the carpenters as 
a tool house. 

When the bridge was. being built it 
was: generally believed that. the 
wooden piers would not be. strong 
enough to resist the ice, but they 
lasted, with occasional repairs, for 64 
years, and until the present. iron 
bridge was built in 1893. 

In the night of Feb. &, 1842, there 
was a great flood in’ the river, caused 
by rain and inelting snow. The water 
was several feet higher than it had 
been before in thirty years.  Build-— 
ings, mill dams, lumber, hay, hogs, 
and cattle were swept away. Nearly 
all the railroad bridges in the country 
were carried off. In Canawana people 
were removed from their homes on 
rafts and boats, and one tamily was 
taken out of their house through the 
roof. A saw mill struck the bridge in 
the night. The mill was broken in 
pieces and the pieces were deposited 
on the bridge, but the bridge. was so 
solid and strong that it was not car- 
ried away. 

In the night of Oct. 5, 1867, a fire 
broke out in Bullock’s brewery, below 
the bridge and burned much property 
on both sides of Front street, above 
and below the park. One span of the 
bridge was burned. It was imme- 
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The Tron Bridge built in 1892 by the Owego Bridge Company. 
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diately afterward rebuilt, and _ the 
bridge was open to travel again in the 
following January, 3 

On Sunday night, the 15th of the fol- 
lowing March, there was another 
great flood in the river. Tlie ice car: 
ried away three or four of the inner 
spans of the bridge. The following 
Tuesday morning at 6 o’clock the 
heavy ice above Hiawatha _ island 
came down in a solid sheet the entire 
width of the river and swept away the 
rest of the bridge. The loss was a 
total one. 

The bridge company at once con-. 
tracted with Wheeler H. Bristol, of 
Owego, who had built many. railroad 
bridges, to build a trestle bridge in 
place of the old one at a cost of 
$24,550, It was 920 feet long; with 
nine spans, and the roadbed was 382 
feet above low water mark. It was: 
completed and.opened to the public 
Nov. 1, 1868. 

The bridge had always been a toll 
bridge. In 1861, the question of the 
purchase of the bridge by the village 
and opening it free to the public was 
agitated. Toll bridges.-had been made 
free throught the country and the pay- 
ment of bridge toll by the people liv- 
jng south of Owego who came here to 
trade was a tax that was detrimental 
to the village. 

The original charter provided that 
after a term of thirty years from the 
date of the completion of the bridge, 
the bridge and its approaches should 
beeome the property of the people of 
the state. .When tue charter was re- 
newed, in 1825, this clause. was re- - 
pealed, and it was provided that after 
the expiration of forty years from the 
time of the completion of the bridge 
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it should become the property of the: 
state, 


An action Was brought in the su- 
‘preme court in 1860 to take the bridge 
from its Owners and make it a free 
bridge, on the ground that the charter 
had expired. The case was argued in) 
Mebruary, 1861, at the Chemung coun- 
ty special term by Benj. EF. Tracy for 
the peopte and’ George Sidney Camp 
for the bridge company. The case 
was decided in favor of the company. 

ln May, £881, a bill was passed by 
the legislature, “authorizing a public 
meeting of the taxpayers of the vil-.. 
lage of Owego, to decide whether the 
bridge should be purchased by the vil- 
‘daze and maintained as. a free bridge 
or not, the bridge company. having 
agreed to sell the bridge for $25,000. 
The eleciion was held July 18 at. Wil- 
son hall, where $18 voles were cast for 
the propusition and 68 against it. The: 
‘bill authorized the bonding of the vil- 
lage for $10,000, after $15,000 should 
be raised by voluntary subscription. 
The money was raised and the bridge 
was purchased. in the following De- 
ceember. , 


In the summer of 1891, the board of — 
supervisors of Tioga county authorized | 
the bonding of the town of Owego for 
$60,000 for the construction of an iron 
bridge, in place of the wooden one, 
which had been condemned as unsafe 
for travel. The bridge, with its spans: 
elevated above the railroad tracks at’ 
the south end, was built the next year 
-at.a total cost of about $100,000. Of 
this amount the D.,. L. W. RK. R. Co. 
paid $13,000. .The stone work of the 
bridge Was built by Ford & Bauer.on a 
contract for $22,897. The iron work 
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was built by 'the Owego bridge com- 
pany. The bridge was completed and 
opened to the public in the fall of 
1893. 


A History of the Old Owego Academy, . 
Which Was Built in 1827 from the 
Proceeds of the Sale of the Gospel 
.and Literature Tracts of Land by 
Amos Martin—It Has Had Twenty- 
one Different Principals, One. of 
Whom Was an Accomplished Native 
of Russian Poland,Who Could Write 
and Speak Twenty-five Different 
Languages. 

The old Owego academy, which is 
still standing in Court street, was 
built in 1827 with money obtained 
from the sale of lands given by the 
state for the support of schools. It 
was incorporated April 16, 1828, by” 
James Pumpelly, Mleazer Dana, Gen. 
Anson Camp), and others, who had sub- 
scribed largely for the building, and 
when the subscription lacked $800 to 
complete it, Mr. Pumpelly advanced 
the moiiey.. °°" | 

By an act of the legislature of the 
state of New York, passed in 1782, a 
lot of 400 acres was reserved in each. 
township of the Military tract for the 
support of the gospel, and two lots of | 
200 acres for the support of schools. 
In each of four townships a lot.of 40 
acres was reserved ‘for schools. One 
of these townships, then known as 
Hambden, comprised parts of the 
present towns of Owego, Vestal, and 
Nichols.* 








> *Vhambden was, probably, the name given to 
the tract in a Jand patent by the patentee and 
used in the description of deeds. It is not known 
that it was ever regularly organized as a town. 
The east line of Hambden was a north and south 
line running from the south line of the Boston 
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The old Owego Academy in Court street in 1853, . when Hon. William Smyth 
was Principal, Reproduced from a Wood Engraving. 
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The literature and gospel lots in 
Hambden township, of which James 
Pumpelly was appointed the agent, 
were situated adjoining each other, 
about three miles southwest of Apa- 
lachin, | 

In 1817 the question of building an 
academy in Owego was first agitated. 
The lot on which the academy build- 
ing was subsequently erected on the 
east side of Court street was a_ por: 
tion of the land which was.given Feb. 
28; 1797, to “the trustees of Owego 
settlement” by James McMaster for a 
public ground. This piece contained 
three acres, one rood, and twenty 
rods of land, and comprised all the 
territory now occupied by Park street, 
the park, Court street, the jail and old 
county clerk’s office premises, and the 
old academy property. The trustees 
were Capt. Mason Wattles, John Me- 
Quigg, and Capt. Luke Bates. Their 
successors in office were Eleazer 
Dana, John H. Avery, and Gen.. Anson 
Camp. The last named trustees, Octo-— 
ber 29, 1822, deeded that portion of 
the land now occupied by the jail, 
sheriff's residence, and old clerk’s of- 
lice to Tioga.county, pursuant to the 
provisions of an act of the legislature 
passed April 17, 1822. 

At the annual town meeting of the 
town of Owego, held at the old schoo) 
house, which stood on the south side 
of Main street, near Academy street, 
Mareh 4, 1817, the following preamble 
and resolutions were adopted: * 





Purchase to the Pennsylyania line, a little east 
of the Nanticoke creek, and probably ran directly. 
through what is, now. the village of Union. The 
north line wus the south line of the Boston Pur- 
chase, from there to the mouth of the Owego 
creek, and thence to the Pennsylvania line. The 
Susquehanna viver was its’ north boundary and 
the stute ling its south boundary. | 
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The Owego Academy in Court Street, after It Was Changed from a Three Story 
to a Two Story Building, and as It Stands To-day. 
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“Whereas, The tract of land within 
this town known to us by the name of 
the gospel reservation, originally 
vranted with other tracts by the state 
for gospel purposes, now lies waste 
and useless to the community; and 

“Whereas, Said land might be so ap- 
priated within this town as effectually 
to promote the great object for which 
it was originally granted; therefore, 
unanimously 

“Resolved, That the supervisors and 
clerk of this town be hereby author- 
ized and directed to petition the legis- 
lature of this state at their present 
session in behalf of said town for a 
special act to have the title of: said 
land vested in the trustees of the 
Owego Congregational society and 
their sucessors in office, that -the said 
Jand may be appropriated as originally 
designed.” i : 

April 12, 1826, an act was passed by 
the legislature, appointing James 
Pumpelly ,William Camp, and John H. 
-Avery commissioners, to take charge 
o: the gospel and school lot, together 
with the supervisor of the town of: 
Owego (William A. Ely), to sell and 
-dispose of it and apply the proceeds 
to such school and literary purposes 
as should be directed by a vote of the — 
inhabitants of the town. 


December 19, in the same year, Gen. 
Anson Cam) and eleven other free- 
holders signed a petition requesting 
the town clerk (Jared Huntington) to 
call a special town meeting, in pur- 
suance of the act. The election was 
held on the 30th day of the same 
month at Philip Goodman’s' coffee 
house in Front. street and it was de- 
cided by a unanimous vote to appro- 
priate the yearly income of the annual 
interest arising from a sale of the 
gospel and school lots to the endow- 
ment of an academy, to be built in 
this village. : 


























: Wea bua Fst. 


¥ taudoeo BR Weel wae anh 
“olde “tot setdo aot of) 
; violsteds hota. f 


‘hae etal taque ot 
outers xeerid 
_ Sigel say. aolyeaq 
Pyne] edt, Ks 


aia oy “tp muteney 4 
1?) pie eelooa, fepot 
0 Ble mitt dada Sota 
ee aes anne #0 Bria! ele 


gf a Be eq Poa ‘fou wu wit 
aire zomal | gabatooga | bbs! 
ae ardol has spun cnaahte ey, aa 
o ay’ plo: pant “sd era alzebirrenoo - . 
be’: adjogat tat toorioa Bik: faqaay ‘ 
he trol ed) ae sottwrecan HA) Ait 
Lee: tia oh ue A Ley +) 











ae 


as _marteounion porieae ate ihe a 
+ (4903 anliowh Honwhy. Anat swod our: 
a th gittiesw aod bite Lees ie 
“ase. notiooio. ait’! Bios eld ee aoa Aiee 
ovise odd he Yah AIOE ads uo. biod aye wea ees 
sofos ow inmuthoon qth is iéaout a er ae ee 
ob eaw it ban tose Lisipe sano hae a 
“OTEGS ot Sie see tf ae 
Liane asia toe Wi 
ee 40 ee THY? Ba 
| wobins oud bn stoi Lode. 





aT 





566 

April 8, 1828, Messrs.. Dana, ‘Camp, 
and Avery, the commissioners of the 
“settlement,” (Owego had been in- 
corporated as a village April 4, 1827), 
deeded the old academy lot in Court 
street, for a consideration of one dol- 
lar, to -the trustees of the Owego 
academy. ra 

The ucademy owas built by Cal. 
Amos Martin, on a contract in 1827, 
and'Abner Beers had. charge of its 
construction, : 

It was three stories high, with a 
steeple, tty which was a bell. The 
lower floor was for many years occu-- 
pied as a school room for, girls, the 
upper ‘floor by the. principal, who 
taught Latin and Greek, and the mid- 
dle. floor by the principal’s assistant, 
who taaght mathematics. f 
‘In the summer of 1S51 a three-story 
addition to the rear of the academy 
wis built, greatly increasing its ca- 
pacity. Several years later the inside- 
of the main building was torn out and 
it was changed from .a three story 
building to a two story one.’ 

James Pumpelly was president of. 
~ the first board of trustees of the acad-. 
emy. ‘the board Was composed of 
Rev. Aaron Putnani, Col. Amos Mar- 
tin, Dr. Joel S. Paige, Latham A. Bur-. 
rows, Wleazer Dana, Gurdon Hewitt, 
‘Rev. Joseph Castle, Charles Pumpelly, 
Jonathan Platt, Anson Camp, and 
-Stephen. B. Leonard. . 

Rev. Edward Fairchild: was the first 
principal of the academy, and his as- 
sistants were Hamilton VanDyke and 
Joseph Pattee. The school ‘was 
opened in April, 1828, and the first ex- 
amination was held at the close of the 
term, ol September 80. The academic. 
year was divided into two terms. The 
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summer term began on the. third 
Wednesday in April, and continued 
two quarters, or twenty-four weeks. 
The wiuter term began on the third 
Wednesday in October and continued 
twenty-four weeks. Kach term em- . 
braced two quarters of twelve weeks 
each, leaving two vacations in the 
year of two weeks each. The tuition 
was $2, $3, and $4. per quarter, accord- 
ing to the studies pursued. There 
were 60 male and 61 female pupils the 
first term. In 18800, the year previous 
to the building of the three story ad- 
dition to the building, the number had 
increased to 153 male pupils and 107 
female. Bh 

The only pupils of the academy at 
its opening tern: now living are Her- 
mon C. Leonard, of Portland, Oregon, 
and J. H. Martin, of Tioga Centre, 
wno is a son of Amos Martin, the 
builder of the academy and one of its 
first board of trustees. 

The second principal was Joseph M. 
Kly, a graduate of Yale college, who 
before coming to Owego was a teacher 
in the New Yorkhigh school. He bégan 
his duties at the spring term in 1830. 
In the following spring (18381) it was 
announced that the condition and 
prospects of the academy were so: flat- 
‘tering that the trustees would adda 
juvenile department to the two de- 
partments already. existing. The 
other teachers were Russell. E. Dewey, 
Miss. .Katherine H. Whitney, and. Miss 
Mary A. Whitney. j 

In the spring of 1835, A. Clarke was 
principal, but he remained only a year 
and was succeeded at the fall term in 
1836 by R. M. Stansbury, who had just 
graduated at Princeton’ college. 

The teachers at the commencement 
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Of the fall: term:..in- 1837, were Joel T. 
‘Headley, Isaac B. Headley, and Miss~ 
frene tleadley. In the following -year" 
sade B. Headley was principal and 
Miss Jennett M. tlall head teacher in 
the foirde department. 

In the spring of 1839 the nuniber ot 
pupils had inereased to .187 . Mr. 
fieadley was still principal. Charles 
R. Coburn*® entered the school as: imas- 
ter of the, common sehool teachers’ de- 
partment, 

The jrincipals of the academy from 
Its foundation to the present tine are 


as follows: i 
b Kev, Hdward= Bairchild, T828-15360, 
4 Josepha oM., BIV, J8380-€835. 
Bo gle Cy er Dea 0+ bees a 
Be A AL Statushury, faoG- Ta se. | 
®. olsaae B baalles, ASs7-US Le. 
Go Hoppe MOR iyo: RSH. 

Le oka wel POROlueS PSA PES 4,7 

8. Vheo. Po Hay, PS )7-2s 19. 

2° \Wiw Smivth, 1840-2804, 

10. Jaows Ma Bart, [so4-1856. 
1] AO fh. Wiggins, 1846-1560. 
[2: Leopold J. Boeck, PS60- (S63. 
13. Joseph. A. Princdle, 868-1869. . 
14.0 Jonathan Vennery, PSsG9-1S7TT. 
bb. Ro gac Griswyudsc PS 1873. 
POA RL CRGbb, > TSTBeh ea. 

7. ALM Obrunnnond, t879-1S8 71. 
8. dlenry X. Baleata, TSST-18s4. 
Ro. Philo PS Bulack, ISS4-18S86. 
20. hare 4d. Peck; TS886-L90u. 


~ 


M1, dberbert EL. Russell, fo00-. 

Mr.; Fairchild, the first principal 
was. advanced im years, and, as de- 
A A A EON 

‘Charles Ro Coburn was illiterate ane could 
not spell inany of the comunonest words correetly, 
but he was a: thorough mathematiefan, He was 
very von soldered, with. stem features, and 
-usteully, dad) his chair so closely cropped that) it 
stood erect allover iis lead, giving him such a 
forbidding ajppoarance that he beld) his younger 
pupils tn awe. He had been faised on a fara, ane 
hecuime so hump-bueked that he could) not hold 
his lead erect, caused by carrying heavy pails of 
water with a neckyoke when young. Heo deft 
Owego Th PROS and was professor ‘of mathematics 
in- the Collegiate institute at Towanda; Pas, and 
afterward superintendent of schools of | Bradford 
county until the spring of 1868, when Gov. 
Curtin appointed him superintendent of the com- 
tem schogls of the state of Peunsylvania for 
three years, tle died. March 6, 1868, in Nichols, 
Where, owing to. failing “health he had) parchascd 
a homestead, within a few miles of his birth- 
place, and settled there to spend the rest of his 
diy s. 3 
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scribed by one ot se pupils, was a 
“blue Presbyterian.’ 


Joseph M. Ely, the second. prinei- 
pal, went from Owego to New York 
city, where he was for several years 
engaged in’ the. wholesale” grocery 
business, About the year 1857 he 
caine to Waverly, where he was sta- 
tion agent of the New York and Erie 
railroad. Thence he went to Athens, 
Pa.,. where he was -principal of the 
academy and where he died Jan. 1, 
1872. He married Miss Juliette M. 
Camp, daughter of William Camp, of 
Owego, while living in this village 


Isaac B. Headley, the fifth principal, 
married Miss Susan ©. Platt, daugh: 
_ ter of William Platt, of Owego. -He 
died Jan. 20, 1854, in the Island of St. 
Thomas, where he was living for the 
benefit of his health, weed 44 years, 
and his body lies in Kvergreen ceme- 
tery.. His brother, Rev. Joel T. Head- 
ley, became famous as a. historian. 
He was born at Walton, N. Y., and_ 
was 24 years old when he came to 
Owego. After leaving this village he 
entered Union college, from. which he 
was graduated: in 1839.. He studied 
theology in’ Auburn theological semi- 
nary, and afterward was: pastor of the 
Presbyterian church at Stockbridge, 
Mass. He was elected. secretary of . 
state on the “Know-Nothing” . state 
ticket’ in (1855. He wrote “Napoleon - 
and His Marshals,” “Washington and 
His Generals,” “History of the War of 
1812.” and many other works. He 
died at Newburgh, N. Y., Jan. 16, 1897. 


J. Newton Jerome came from Pom- 
pey Hill, Onondaga county. His wife 
was Miss Lesbia Platt Avery, a daugh- 
ter of John H. Avery, of Owego. 
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Vheodore F. flay was a son of Rev. 
Phitip yh Ilay, who was pastor of the 
Presbyterian church of Owego, After 
his graduation from Hobart college he 
becatne principal of the academy in 
the spring of 1847; 


Willjans Smyth resigned as princi- 
pal in 1854 and became editor of the 
Owego Times, of which he was editor 
until ais death. He was au graduate of 
the Royal acadeniic institute of sel-. 
fast, lreliiad,’and for many years one 
of ‘the prominent citizens of Owego. 
lle died Sept. 27, L898, 

Jaties M. Burt came from Cortland 
in the fall of 1854 aud was principal 
two years. fe died in Owego in 1870. 

Before coming to Owego A. B.. Wig- 
gin had been «a teacher in New neg- 
laud cemouls. 

weopold J. Bovck was a Russian 
Pole, educated im the universities. of 
Breslau and Berlin, in Prussia. His 
sympathies were early enlisted in the’ 
Hungarian cause and . he became 
‘Louis Kossuth’s eontidential  secre- 
tary... While. ..a-. member: -of «Gen. - 
Hemues staff he was sent by Kossuth 
as diplomatic agent of tiungry to ask 
the intervention of Turkey. .The Eun- 
varians were forced to surrender to 
Roumania, aud Boeck and the other 
leaders were made prisoners of war. 
After his discharge {rom prison he 
came to America. He came to Owego- 
in the tall of 1860 and became prin- 
cipal of the academy. He left Owego — 
in the summer of 18638. Afterward he 
was professor of applied mathematics 
-and civil engineering in the Univer- 
sity of Virginia at Charlottesville. He 
is said to have been able to write and 
speak twenty-five different languages. 
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He died in Pliiladelphia, Pa. May 15, 
1896, aged 77 years. 

Joseph Addison, Prindle was a grad- 
vate. of Union ~ college, From the- 
spring of 1854 until the fall of 1863 he 
was principal of the “Owego Home 
school,” a boarding school for boys, 
established by Revs. Corbin Kidder 
and S. ©. Wileox, two miles east’ of 
Owego. He went from Oweeo in Sep- 
‘tember, 1869, to Oswego, where he: 
was for two years principal of the 
state normal school. Ile died at Apa- 
‘Jachin Feb 24.1905; aged’76 years. 

Jonathan Tenney was a nutive of 
Vermont, and. .a graduate’ of Dart- 
niouth eollage in 1845: He came to 
Owego in October, 156. He resigned: 
in July, 1871.) tke renioved in August, 
1874, to Albany, having been ~ ap- 
pointed depiity state superintendent 
of public insivuction. tHe died in that 
city- Meb, 24, 1888, aged 70 years. 

Theophilus tu. Griswold was a grad- 
uate of Amherst college: He resigned 
his position’ of principnl ia July, 1878, 
to become the head of the state: nor- 
mal sehool at Bloomsburg, Pa. In 
1877, owing to nervous prostration, he 
resigned and went to Sherburne Falls; 
Mass., where he committed suicide 
Mareh 5, 1884. He was 54 years of 
ue: 

Prot. A. J. Robb came: to Owego in 
the fall ef 1573 from Waterford,: Sara- 
toga couuty, where he ‘had been prin- 
cipal of the academy. He was _ prin- 
cipal of the union school at Spencer, 
after leaving Owego; and in 1879 was 
appointed superintendent and princi- 
pal of the city schools at Cohoes, N. Y. 

A. M. Druminond left Owego in the 
“summer of 1881, having been ap- 
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pointed superintendent of the public 
schools of Port Chester, N.Y. 

Fleury A. Balcarm, who had been for 
eight years supervintendent of the 
schools nt Corming, came to Owego in 
August, 1SS1. Jt was. owing chiefly to 
his energy that the project of building 
the new acadetny was pushed to con- 
pletion in 1883. In Sept., 1884, he be 
came principal of the academy at New 
Pulte, ON. Yo He died at Salamanca, 
he we. Oct: 4), 2801 aped bo years. 

Philo P. Wdick was born at Os- 
weralechie, N. ¥., and graduated from 
Rochester .whivervty i 1873. me 
eame to Owego in. July,; 1884, from 
‘Chittenango, No ¥., where he had been 
principal of the Yates school. He 
wet from Oweeru to Rochester, N. Y:, 
where he (was. prineipal of ward 
sono No. & aati March, 2900. He 
died. Sept. 9, 1907, at Mystic, Conn., 
where he was principal of the Mystic 
acudemy. He was 56. years of age. 
br. Rvva J Peck was a graduate of 
Williams college. Previous. to com- 
ing to Owego he was for five years 
principal of the academy at Phelps, N. 
Y., and subsequently for 11 years prin- 
cipal of tflomer weademy. He re- 
signed his position as principal of the 
Owego acudemy in December, 1900, 
having been appointed by the. state 
board of regents as an inspector of 
high schools: and academies, and ter- 
bere tL. tussell, who had been assist- 
ant principal, was appointed principal 
in his place. 

In 1864 the Owego academy was 
merged into the union free schools of 
Owego by an act of the legislature, 
passed April 28, 1864. 

In 1883 the.new academy building 
was built at the corner of Main and 
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Academy streets at a cost of $25,000. 
The old academy building, which is 
still standing, and the lot on which. it 
stands were. sold to judge Chas. A. 
Clark for $2,600. 


A History of the Presbyterian Church, 
the First Church Organized at Owe- 
go, with Some Account of the Early 
Preachers and Places of Worship 
from the Year 1798 to the Present 
Day. 


The early history of the First Pres- 
byterian church of Owego is somewhat 
obscure. It is known that the general 
assembly of the Presbyterian chureh 
at its annual meeting in. 1790 devoted 
much of its attention to the subject 
of cnurech extension, with the’ result 
that Revs. Nathan Kerr and Joshua 
Mart: were sent aS missionaries into 
southwestern New York, and = Mr: 
Kerr came to Owego that year. 


The country bere at that‘time was a 
dense wilderness, the first white set- 
tler having settled here only six years 
previous. ‘Che carly missionaries rode 
from place to place on horseback over 
the Indian trails and through the — 
woods. They were the subjects of the 
hospitality of the ehurch people as” 
they went from place to place. 


Rev. Seth Williston was the first 
minister who came to these wilds. He 
came as early as 1798, preaching and 
organizing churches. Once a year he 
held service in a bam built by Col. 
David Pixley,which stood on the north 
side of Main street, a little west of 
McMaster -street. The floor of this 
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barn was made clean and a table and 
chair. were provided for the preacher, 
While the congregation found Seats as 
they could. The boys climbed upou 
the hay Joft and sat upon the great 
beam which was -araund the: barn, and 
they made an ornamental fringe with 
thelr bare ‘legs, which swune and 
dangled overhead through the time of. 
the service. 


Mr. Williston was born at Suffield, 
Conn, iv 17iv. He was graduated 
iron: Dartmouth college in 1791, was 
licensed to preach Oct. 7, 1794, and 
was Sent.out as a missionary. by the 
misslouary society of the state of 
Connecticut in 798. Several books 
containing his sermons were -published. 
at various times from 1799 to 1848. 
He died in 165. 


It is probable that. meetings were 
held at the houses of the early settlers 
al urst and until a log school house 
was built about the year 1792 -on the 
“east side of Court street, -opposite 
Where the court jouse now. stands. 
“Religious meetings were held at this 
school house several years. and - until 
a. 4wo-story. . frame building was 
erected about the year 1800 on -the 
south side of Mabry street, a little west . 
of White's blacksiith shop, which_ 
stood where the rectory of: St. Paul’s 
elreh vow stands. ‘This building was 
about thirty by. twenty feet in- size. 
The second story was used by the mia- 
sonic. fraternity as a lodge room -and 
the first’ tloor as a school room., The 
lower floor was divided into two parts 
by a partition. This partition was so 
arranged that it could be drawn up by 
a rope to the ceiling, thus making one 
large gathering: place . for’ Sunday 
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meetings. Here church services were 
held until the first session house was 
built several years later in Court 
street, near where the log school 
house stood... It stood on the north 
end. of the Laning lot and south of 
and adjoining the lot on which the 
Tioga county clerk’s office now stands. 


This session: house was built by 
Richard Kk. Cushman, and it was used 
for prayer meetings even after the- 
Presbyterian church was built in 1819 
at the corner of North avenue ‘and 
Temple street, because the church 
was atl that time considered to be ‘too 
far out of town’ and people did not 
care to walk that distance, 


There were three different session 
houses, The first one in Court street 
Was oh ground given for that purpose 
by Mrs. John taning. This building. 
was about 20 by 380°feet in size. It 
was removed to near where the Erie’ 
railway freight house now stands and 
Was occupied as a ehurch by the 
Bethel African M. lk. society, for sev- 
eral years and until it was moved to 
the north side of ‘Fox street Opposite 
the present A. M.-I church, where it 
Jas converted into a dwelling house 
and where it still staids. ah 


The second. session house was built 
by Capt. Sylvanus ox, where the 
present session house now stands be- 
tween the Presbyterian church and —_ 
Temple street, This was also given 
to the A. M, Hi. society when the pres- 
ent session house was built. It was 
removed to the south side of Fox 
street, where it is. still occupied by 
the colored people as their church. 
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The present session house was built 
In 1807. It was enlarged in August, 
1878, by the addition of a wing to the 
south side, near the rear of the build- 
ing, to be used as a parlor. The main 
building was also extended back sev- 
eral feet, to enlarge the library and 
class rooms. In the summer of 1901. 
the building was again enlarged by 
building a wing on the north side 3U 
by 14 feet for a kitchen. At the same 
time a new roof was placed on the 
church and a new steel ceiling inside. 
‘A cellar was also excavated under the 
entire chureh. There had previously 
been two small cellars, in. which were 
the furnaces. The improvements to 
the church and the session house cost 
about $3,000. 


“Rev. William Clark, of whom little 
is known, came here in 1808. and 
preached “to. the people. It is not 
known how long he remained here, 
but it is known that after his de- 
parture Mr. Williston remained here 
as the settled pastor of the church. 


In the year 1808, according to a 
writer in the Gazette forty years ago, 
there were but few frame houses in. 
town. One of these was: the James 
McMaster house on the south side of . 
Front street, east of and near Acad- 
emy street. Another’ -was ‘a_ large 
building which was intended for a jail 
and stood near the northeast corner 
of Front and Court streets, and which 
was later converted into a tavern. A 
third. was the Bates tavern at the 
northwest: corner of Front’ and Church 
streets, and far and far up the river, 
as it seemed, for the thick woods that 
darkened the way, was the dwelling 
house of John Hollenback. There 
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were several log cabins in ‘different 
directions. One of the better class of 
these stood where the drug store of 
Otis S. Beach now stands at the north- 
east corner of Main street and North 
avenue. Betweon that point and the 
Huntington creck there was a dense 
Wilderness, with the tall pines scarcely 
a yard apart. Chere were no Indians 
here theu, but the wolves, their com- 
panions, barked and howled on the 
hills at night and the deer, when pur- 
sued by huntsmen, came bounding 
through the valley to the river, across 
which they would often swim. One 
deer with tall, branching horns, which 
was closely pisued, ran through Mrs. 
Collier's school room, taking with it 
.the window (sash, glass and all), 
much to the terror and astonishment 
of the children. ing 

At a meeting of the Presbytery of 
New Jerséy,. held in April,. 1810, ‘at 
Trenton, a letter was received from 
some residcuts of Owego, requesting 
the Presbytery to send a missionary 
to this village to labor among them a 
part of the coming summer. The com- 
inittee to whom the application was 
referred reported that Owego “isa 
growing village, containing about 200 
houses. The neighboring country on 
the banks of the river is well settled 
and contains many respectable inhabi- 
tants, emigrants from different parts 
of the union.” The committee for- 
warded to the general assembly’s 
committee on missions the opinion 
that the Presbytery ought to comply 
with the wishes of the people of Owe- 
go. Rev. Daniel Loring was sent here 
accordingly. 

As Mr. Loring had never been or- 
dained it was decided to make his or- 
dination an important public event. 
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The services were to have taken place 
August 7, LS{1U, on a large platform 
which had been erected for, the pur- 
pose at the south end of ‘the village 
park, © surrounded by temporary 
bouches made of rough boards, with 
capacity to seat two hundred people. 
The members of the choir of singers 
were dressed in uniform, the ladies it 
white, with wreaths of green.’ Invita- 
tions had been sent to the towns in 
the vicinity, and a large. crowd had’ 
gathered.” As the services were about 
to begin a terrific thunder shower 
swept over the village, driving every- 
body from the park to plaees of shel- 
ter. ‘The chureh people went to. the 
Main street school house. 

The storra was +vegarded as. an 
vinen by the. superstitious... The pas- 
tor and people would not be happy in 
each other, they said, and this singu- 
larly. proved true. Mr. Loring preached 
here five years and was then, silenced 
from preaching and, as a local writer 
said, “became a wicked man.” Sev- 
eral clergyinen succeeded him, among 


them an Wpiscopalian, who was. will. 
ing to” preach for. Presbyterians, but 
he, too, “proved. wiwerthy ‘of his 
charge. : 

The ordination of Mr. Loring took 
place at the school house directly after 
the storm. At the same time the 
“Owego | Congregational Society”. was 
organized. and trustees were elected 
as follows: Solomon Jones, Caleb 
Leach, Abraham Hoagland, William 
Samp, James Pumpelly, and Eleazer 
Dana. Three days afterward the trus- 
tees made a written contract with Mr. 
Loring “to preach for themselves and 
their successors in office for one-half 
the time for the term of one year.” 
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In 1817 Rev. Hezekiah May became 
pastor of the church. July 24 of that 
year the church was regularly or- 
ganized as the “Owego Congregational 
Church” with eleven members, as fol- 
lows: Solomon Jones; Nathan Camp, 
William Jones, lorenzo Reeves, Dolly. 
Talcott, Marjery Jones, Ruth Good- 
rich, Sarah Goodrich, Clarissa Jones, 
Sally Penfield, :ud Mary Perry. The 
organization was effected by Mr. May, 
assisted ‘by Revs. William Wisner, of 
Ithaca, and Jeremiah Osborn, of Berk- 
Shire.’ Two years after this the first 
chureh at the North avenue,and Tem- 
ple street corner was built. Mr. May 
was pastor ol the church less than a 
year. tle was succeeded in the spring 
of 1818 by Rev. Horatio Lombard. Mr. 
May: died in 1843, aged 69 years. 


‘Although Mr. Lombard came here. 
in the spring of 1818, he was not regu- 
larly ordained and installed as pastor 
of the chureh until Oct. 28. He 
preached here nine years. Mr. Lom- 
bard was a nephew of deacon Solomon 
Joues and caine here from one of the 
eastern states. Mr. Jones was a -$far- 
mer and lived near the old Tinkham 
plaster mill in the town of Tioga. He 
was looked upon as the congregational 
leader and in the absence of the pas- 
tor he was accustomed to read two 
sermons on Sunday. Mr. Lombard 
lived near the Tinkhbam mill at the 
time of his death, when he was nearly 
eighty years old. 


The movement to build a church be- 
gan during Mr. May’s ministry. Oct. 
10, 1817, the» society purchased of 
Charles Pumpelly for $100 an-acre and 
twelve perches of land at the north- 
east corner of Temple street and 
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North avenue, on which the first 
church was built in. 1819. The 


buildei’s hame was McGeorge. It was. ° 


44 feet wide and 53 feet deep with 
large pillars’ in frouit. The building was 
painted white. The pulpit. was a lofty 
one, between the entrance doors at 
the west end. ; | 


In 1831 the church was enlarged by 
building an addition of twenty feet in 
‘length at the east end. Mr. Lombard 
organized the first Sunday school in 
1819. The teachers were Mrs. Jared 
fiuntington, Jacob Miller McCormick, 
and. Chas. B. Pixley. .The first bell: 
in Owego was placed in the steeple of 
this church in 1826. 


The Presbyterian church came near 
being burned in February, 1842, while 
it was being cleaned. John Freeman, 
tne sovtan went to Ebenezer Allen’s 
house,- which adjoi.e7. the church 
property on the north, to obtaiu « 
shovel full of live coals, with which 
to build a fire in the church. There 
was a high wind blowing at the time, 
and as he caine upon the steps some 
coals were blown from the shovel and 
fell on the stoop -setting it on fire. 
‘The flames. had extended up into the 
steeple when the firemen came with 
their hand engine. H. W. Williams, ¢ 
who for many years lived as. bridge 
tender at the south end of the old toll 
bridge across the river, climbed on the 
church with ladders lashed together . 
and cut a hole through the roof into 
the steeple. A stream of water’ was 
thrown through the hole and_ the 
flames were finally extinguished, after 
a considerable portion of the roof had 
been burned. The steeple was so 
badly burned that it had to be rebuilt. 



















eH baent pre ae aswel 9 ATSE 
* yalariodoM “anit doom, sani 
dod tah od. abet ee an 

to ane, add al Later ‘baw oon at a ee 

i BEBE at daw elds” | 


‘Agen oiAd oad ‘eiabicatnesalate ott 
‘olifte: Sh8b some ot ern auld 
eT Aol bowel, apie Lead Be 
iotnda” ‘pill. “hb ae ‘pole’ ana? 
” sie: ot ea, ‘od YO) ystonord 
 Wohbw' fuiw Bi Boo. ‘yvil 10 TUE Ievode ~ 
tod dandy gil) ai oat a piled 6 Oe i a ‘ 
ols efi ie guiwold balw ght a aa eae 
ottiog eqale, ail) auqu saad of aa, ee. elec 
seit ainie oil ato ewoltt pase aisas. 


nae bt a aah to hve yi a3 ar. 

add 10 bodinifo jevis. odd Bet 

¥ teilieged bodual Bibbs sit ae: 

- abet: Root oii” — bes eo 

enw “Tehew: tov a 4 
od bare alod © 

19738 sbortut i 





581 

In 1850, during the pastorate of Rev. 
Philip C. Hay, the long talked of 
division of the Presbyterian society 
was consummiuted, the Congregational 
portion of the membership having 
taken letters preparatory to organiz- 
ing a new society, with Rev. Samuel 
C. Wilcox, who had been pastor of the 
Presbyterian church from 1842. to 
1846, as their pastor. The seceders. 
organized the “Independent Congrega- 
tional Society” at the. Presbyterian - 
session house Jan: 2, 1851, aud built 
their first church in Park street in the 
same year. tn October, 1552, the trus- 
tees of the Presbyterian society were 
directed to procure*the passage of an 
act of the legislature changing the 
hame of the “Owego Congregational 
Society” to the “First Presbyterian 
Society of the Village of Owego,” and 
the change was so made by legislative 
enactment in June. of the following 
year. seas 

The’ growth of the First Presby- 
terian church was so rapid that in 
1852 the question of building a new. 
chureh edifice was agitated. The: so- 
ciety had voted that year to expend 
$2,000 ia improving the church, but it 
was afterward decided to build an en- 
tirely new. building of brick. No fur- 
ther action was taken until May, 1854, 
when, a building committee composed 
of William I. Warner, Frederick EK. 
Platt, and’ Thomas I. Chatfield was ap- 
pointed to superintend its construc: 
tion. The organ was removed from 
the church to the village hall, which 
hall was then above the four fire com- 
panies’ room in Main street and occu- 
pied all of what is now the second and 
third floors of the fire. deparment 
building. The entrance to this hall 
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was through double doors at the top 
of the first flight of ‘stairs between 
that. building and the store at the 
northwest corner of Main street and 
North avenue, In the village hall ser- 
vices Were held until the old church 
was torn down and the new one 
erected in its place. The congregation 
worshipped in the old church ‘May 7, 
1854, for the last time and the next 
day the work of demolition was be- 
gun. 

The architect of the new church 
was Gervase Wheeler, of New York 
city, and the builder was Chauncey 
Hungerford, a member of the congre- 
gation. The church was built on a 
contract, and as the cost of construc- 
tion was. greater than had been ex- 
pected, Mr. Hungerford was a loser. 

The corner stone of the new church 
was laid June.20, 1854, by Rev. Samuel 
H. Cox,of New York city, who the next 
year becaine pastor of the church. 
The building was duly completed and 
-was dedicated May 2, 1855, Mr. Cox 
preaching the dedication sermon. The 
new church was built under. the super- 
intendence of William F. Warner and 
the grounds and terrace as they at 
present appear were planned and laid 
out by him. In February, 1857, a new 
bell was purchased and placed in the 
church tower. It weighed 2,098" 
pounds and was the largest bell in 
Owego. 

The pastors of the Presbyterian 
church from its organization, in 1817, — 
to the present time have been as fol- 
i0WS: 

Rev. Hezekiah May, July, 1817— 
spring of 1818. 

Rev. Horatio Lombard, Oct. 28, 1818 
Aug. 2, 1827. 
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Rev, Aaron Putnam, Dee, 6, L827 
Lea. 28, 188 

Rev. Charles White, April i, ise 
May 20, S841, 

Rev, Sanimuel (. Wileaox, May 4, 
[84temApril so, (Sag, 

Nev, Seth Williston, July, (846 
April 4, BS4%, 

Rev, Philip CG. thay, ‘April 16, 2847 
Oet. 7 (85 

Rev, Sanmel (fh Cox, Oet. 10 
Sept. 6, N56. 

Kev, Siuel by Hall, Jan. 27, 1sb% 

NMeay Uv, IS8Od, 

Kev. Solon Gobb, Aug, 2, 186d 
Sept. 7, 1869) 

Rev, Samuel PoChiurk, July f, (870 
June 27, £876. 

Rev, (. A, Ostrander, Sept, 28, 1876 

NOV, She, 

Rev, William ui. GO, June 7, £883 
duly 80, ESS8b, 

Rev, Alexander Cyomeron Maekwen 
4le, January 80, T&SG<«ecApril 20, 1897, 

Rav. Geo. D, Young, Oct. 8, E897 

Rev, Danhiel Lortigg Tved tn a house 
On Che orth side of lai street where 
the. Park hotel stands, © Mhis ‘house 
Was iu pit of the estate of Dr. Samuel 
Tinkhan and was later oceupled by 
his son, David PB. Piakhaa, 

Rev, tlevekioh May during his) bried 
pastorute lived at the Delorest tavern 
(fn oust? Front street, eust of Pale 
gtroet, Mia, Lombard lived In west 
Wront street, west of Academy street, 
fn the hotise Whieh was afterward tor 
nNany years owned and oceuplied by 
Thomas M. Nichols. Mr, Putnaw 
lived ahd dled ih the sitime house, «Mr 
White also tived there, 

The fivst muanse wis the house now 
owned “ad o¢eupled by D, HL, Blood» 
rood on the west side of Park street. 
' This property was a part of the es- 
tate of Dr Tinkham, and after his 
death James Pumpelly built the house 
there, It was occupied by Dr. William 
Jones unttl the Presbyterian societs 
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purchased it. for $2,500 on a contract. 
Rev. Philip C. Hay lived there’ all 
through his pastorate. It was sold 
Nov. 24, 1856, by Mr. Pumpelly’s exe- 
cutors to Dr. L. H. Allen for $1,850. 

The society owned no manse after 
this sale until 1888, when the present 
one was built in Temple street. 

During the pastorate of Dr. Hay, 
Rev. samuel Hanson Cox came to 
Owego and in November, 1853, pur- 
chased the property. m the town of 
Tioga which he named “Vesper Cliff,” 
and lived there during his sojourn of 
three years here. The pastors who 
sueceeded him livea in rented houses 
in various parts of the village. 

The new manse on the north side 
of Temple street, nearly opposite 
Cuureh street, was built in 1888 at a 
cost of about 54,000. 

The brick session house, or chapel, 
now standing on the chureu grounds 
in Temple street was built in the sum- 
mer of 1859 by Chauncey Hungerford 
and:A. ll. Keeler. It is 58 by 32 feet 
in size. Mr. Hungerford, who received 
$1,775 for building. the chapel, to- 
gether with the old ssesion house, sold 
the session house for $150 to the A. 
M. &. society and it was removed to 
fox street, where it is still used by 
that society as its church. 

Rev. Aaron Putnam’s pastorate here 
closed with his death’on Dec. 28, 1831. 
He was born in, 1789 at Pomfret, Conn. 
His father whose name was _ also 
Aaron Putnam, preached fifty years in 
the New England Congregational 
church at Pomfret. In early life he 
was in business in Philadelphia with 
his father-in-law, Mr. Green, but gave 
up business to study for the ministry. 
His grandmother was the widow of 
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Mr. Avery, Whose daughter was the 
“Wife of Gen. Israel Putnam of revolu- 
tionary fume and was an own cousin 
of his father, Rey. Aaron Putnam, of 
Pomfret. Slr. Putnam came to Owego: 
frowt Philadelphia, William EE. War- 
ner, in his centennial history of Tioga 
county (1876) says of Mr. Putnam: 

“Me four years of this’ most excel- 
. lent man’s ininistry at Owego were a 
time of delightful memories. It was 
at a period when there was a deep in- 
terest in religious matters throughout 
the country The remarkable preach- 
ing of Kev. Asahel Nettleton, D. D., of 
Connecticut, and the vunblecation by 
him of the collection of devotional 
hy nis chown ~asS>- "The. Village 
Ityiaus,” im 1842 had awakened. pro- 
found interest far and wide. But-per- 
haps nowhere was the inthuence of the 
excellent Dr. Nettleton rore felt, nor 
his manners and mode of conducting 
religious * services inore closely fol- 
lowed With Similar results, than here 
inder the ministry. of Mr. Putnam. 
His style of preaching, like Dr. Nettle- 
_ton’s, was highly emotional, yet sob- 
ered, by a moderation that prevented 
ils reaching the, point of excess. In 
tthe full tide of his ministry, his life 
Was tertniaated,amud the grievous lam- 
entation of the people, by whom he 
Was’ universally - loved.” 

Rev, Charles White was one of the 
ablest men that ever filled a pulpit 
al Owego. ile was born at Randolph, 
Miuss.,: Vee. 28, 1795, and was gradu- 
ated froin Dartmouth college in 1821 
with the first honors of his class. He 
coucluded his studies at Andover theo- 
logical seminary in 1824.) From Jan. 
1, 1825, he was settled over a Congre- 
gational church at Thetford, Vt., as 
collegiate pastor with his step-father, 
Rev. Jr. Burton. Four years later he 
became pastor of the Presbyterian 
chureh at Cazenovia, N. Y., where he 
remained until called to Owego in the 
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spring of 1802. In 1841 he resigned 
his pastorate here and went to Craw- 
fordsville, lnd., Where on July. 19, 1842, 
he became president of Wabash. col- 
lege, succeeding Ju. W. Baldwin, D. D., 
who had died on the 15th of the pre- 
vious October, falling dead while writ- 
ing a sermon in the évening. 

Upon the removal of Mr. White 
from Owego, N. P. Willis wrote a 
poem entitled, “On the Departure of 
Rev. Mr. White from His Parish,” the 
opening lines of which read as_ fol- 
lows: 

Lieve ws not, tnan of prayer! Like Paul, hast 

thou 

“Served God with all humility’ of imind,”’ 

Dwelling among us, and: “with many tears,” 

“Prout house to house,” by night and day net 

Cousin, , 

Hast pleaded thy best crramd. Leave us not! 

Leave us not wow !. 

Rey. Samuel Corlyus Wilcox was 
born Dee. 21, 1809; at, Sandisfield, 
Mass., and was graduated in 1835 from 
Williams college. He afterward 
taught three years in the Lenox, 
Miss., academy and then entered Au- 
burn theological seminary, trom which 
he was graduated in 1840. He then 
supplied the Congregational church at 
Berkshire one year. Jn the spring of 
1842 he became pastor of the Owego 
Presbyterian church, and preached 
here until April, 1846, when he re- 
signed on account of lack of sympathy 
between himself and his elders on the 
subject of slavery and constitutional 
polity. In February, 1847, he went to 
Williamsburg, Mass., where he was 
for two years pastor of the Congrega- 
tional ehureh. In 1849 he returned to 
Owego at the solicitation of many 
inembers of his former .congregation, 
who desired to form anew church and 
society. He became pastor of the 
Congregational chureh, which had 
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seceded from the Presbyterian — su- 
clety.. dhe was a man of greater men- 
tal than physical streugth, aud was 
compelled on account of ill health to 
resign ‘the pastorate on-Sépt. 11, 18528. - 
fn company with Itev. Corbin’ Kidder 
he established a school for boys, one 
aud oue-half miles east of this village, 
and lived there until his death six 
hronuths tater, on March 26, 1854. 

Rev. Seth Williston retumed = to 
Owego aud be ‘amie pastor of the 
chureh in July, 1846. He was a man 
of remarkable energy and ability: At 
this time he was nearly eighty years 
ol age, but retained his physical and 
mental vigor, be was held: im: high 
estimation as a ‘scholar ape profound 
theolog ian. 

Rev. Philip Cortland Hay was a son’ 
of General Philip tliay, who was a 
member, of Cen. Washington’s statf 
auring the revolutionary war and oie 
ot the founders of the society of the. 
Cincinnati, a. military association 
formed by officers of the revolutionary 
army. Before coining to Owego he ge 
been for tom years pastor of the Firs 
Ey rewind brian chureh of Geneva, N. ‘a 
where he began his ministry. Feb. 3, 
Sob, He was dismissed April 9,.1846, 
and six days afterward became pastor 
ot the e@ehurch at Owego. Mr. Hay re- 
signed his pastorate here in Septem- 
ber, 1855, owing to ill health and re- 
moved to Orange, N. -J., where he died 
Jan. 27, 1866. William F. Warner in- 
his centennial history of ee county 
says of Dr. Hay: 

‘sine iden By genial in social life, Dr: 
Hlay was a man of great excellence of 
character, solid rather than brilliant, 
and sound and conservative in. his 
views upon every subject. He was 
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held in high estimation by the clergy 
of the Presbyterian denomination, and 
Was a safe and wise counsellor,” 
Samuel Hanson Cox was one of the 
most famous preachers of his time. 
He was born at Leesville, New Jersey, 
in 1793 of a. Quaker family: He aban- 
doned the study of law for the min- 
istry and was ordained July 1, 1817. 
lic became pastor of the Spring street 
Presbyterian church in New York city 
in 1820. On account of his activity -in 
the anti-slavery movement his house 
and church were sacked by a mob 
July 10, 1854. The same year he was 
appointed professor of sacred rhetoric 
in Auburn theological seminary. From 
18387 to 1854 he was pastor of the First 
Presbyterian chureh of Brooklyn, and 
most of this time was also professor 
of ecclesiastical history in Union theo- 
logical seminary, New York. In June, 
1853, his voice having failed, he came 
to Owego to visit his early college 
friend, Rev. Philip C. Hay. In Novem- 
ber of the same year he purchased the 
“Vesper Cliff’ property. In the fol- 
lowing May he resigned the pastorate 
of the Brooklyn church.and removed 
here for the benefit of his health. 
When Dr. Tlay resigned the pastorate 
of the Owego church, in 1855, Mr. Cox 
succeeded him and was pastor of the 
church witil April, 1866, when he re- 
signed to take the presidency of the 
Female Collegiate Institute at LeRoy, 
Genesee county, N. Y. During the last 
twenty years of his life he lived in re- 
tirement. He died at Bronxville, N. 
Y., Oct. 4, 1880, aged 86 years. One 
of Mr. Cox’s sons was Right Reverend 
Arthur Cleveland Coxe, Bishop of the 
Prostestant Episcopal church. of the 
diocese of western New York, and an- 
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other wus Rev. Dr. Samuel’ Hanson 
Coxe, who was reetor of St. Peter's 
Ipiseopal church at Auburn and atter 
ward tor twenty years rector of 
Trinity church av Utica. 

Rev. Samuel H. Hall was born. at 
Geneva, N. Y., in 1819, and was grad- 
uated fron: Union college in 1837 and 
fromm Wuion theological seminary © in 
843. His first pastoral charge was at 
~ Marshall, Mich. Thence he. went to 
~Syracuse as pastor of the Park Pres- 
byterian chureh, where he remained 
Six years. We began his munistry at 
Owego Web. 24, 1857. Ile resigned his’ 
pastorate bere in May, 1864, and went 
with the iunion-army to Virginia under 
the auspices of the Christian Commis- — 
sion. sWrom iS06 to 1888 he was sec- 
retary of the American -‘Seamen’s 
Krieud society. He-wdied: Oet. 10, 1890, 
at Newark, N. J. 

hev. Solon Cobb came to Owego in 
the summer of 1864 from New Bed- 
ford, Mass..-fe resigned the pastorate 
live years afterward and in. Septem- 
ber, 1869, becume pastor of a chureh 
ut Medford, Mass. Thence he went.to 
isrie, Pa. and thence fn February, 
Is75, to Hhecome pastor of the Point 
iveave'- Presbyterian: church in- ‘a 
suburb of that’ @ity, ste died May 26, 
1900, in Pittsburg, aged 62 years. Pre: 
vious to his, leaving Owego the mein- 
bers of his church and congregation 
wl a mecting’ in the session : house 
presented him with a handsome silver 
pitcher iis a testimonial of their love 
and affeetion. 

Rev. S. T. Clarke, a son of Rev. Dr. 
Walter Clarke, of Buffalo, preached 
here six years and. resigned to accept 
a call to the Lake Street Presbyterian 
church at Mimira. He was. several 
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years afterward pastor of the Presby- 
terian church .at Aurora, N..Y., and 
Jater pastor of the churches at Port- 
ville and Mt. Morris, N. Y- 

Rev. -Luther A. Ostrander came to 
Owego in t8/6 from Dubuque, lowa 
HMarlier in life he had been first tutor 
in Robert college, Constantinople, Tur- 
key, whence he came to Dubuque, 
where he was pastor of the Iirst Pres- 
byterian church four or five years. In 
November, 1882, he resigned his pas- 
torate at Owego in order to accept a 
cull to the First Presbyterian church 
of Lyons,’ N.Y. 

Rev. William H. Gill. went from 
Owego tu Philadelphia where he lived 
during the rest of his life.  Llis- health 
became impaired ana he retired from 
the ministry, and he was employed as 
a writer for a religious newspaper. He 
died in’ Philadelphia in 1906. 

Rev. Alexander Cameron MacKenzie 
was praduated in December, -1885, 
from Auburn theological seminary and 

‘as ordained pastor of this church 
May 25, 1886. Ten years later, in the 
suuimer of 1896, he engaged in rais- 
ing $100,000 by subseription to in- 
creuwse the endowment fund of KImira 
female college. In April, 1897, he re- 
signed his pastorate to accept the 
presidency of that college 

Rev. George Db. Young was. born in 
1864 in New York city.” Ele was grad- 
uated from New. York university in 
1887 and from Princeton seminary in 
1897. He was ordained pastor of aS 
ehureh QOet. 8, 1897. 

Sunday morning, December 28, 1890, 
the centennial of the advent of Pres-- 
byterianism in Owego was celebrated 
with appropriate exercises. Mr. Mac- 
Kenzie preached a historical sermon,: 
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reviewing | church events of the pre- 
ceding gue hundred years. In the al-.. 
ternodn a union service of the Pres — 
-byterian, Congregational, Baptist, and 
Methodist churches was held. 


The “Owego Independent Congrega- 
tional Society,” lis Meeting Houses 
and Its Pastors from the Time of 
Its Separation from the Presbyter- 
lan Society in 1849 to the Present 
Time. ; 
There was a long a diversity of 

opinion in relation to the ectlesiasti- 
cal character of the church known ag 
the “Owego Congregational Society,” 
whieh led fo an est¥ungement of feel- 
ing amoung its members. The Tirst 
Presbyterian church had been incor- 
porated by net of the legislature as 
the first Congregational church, and 
as such it had been legally known 
from its foundation. in the course of: 
years, without any official or church 
action, the form of government was 
changed into a’ semi-Presbyterian 
form, 

In February, 18438, during the pas- 
torate of itev. Samuel C. Wilcox, ‘a 
meeling was held. at the session house 
in Temple gtreet for the purpose of- 
changing the form of church govern- 
ment front Presbyterian to Congrega- 
‘tional. he propusition was freely 
diseussed, but the preponderance of 
vpinion appeared to be against the > 
proposition and no action was taken. 

Tey Pea a portion: “of the , church 
deemed it proper that the matter 
should be fully investigated and ‘all. 
the facts made known to the society. 
To bring about this end a public in- 
vitation Was given at a meeting at the 
session house on Jan. 6, 1846, to the 
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members of the church to meet at the 
same place Jan. 14. At this second 
meeting both interests were repre- 
sented, and a Comimittee, composed of 
Dr. Lucius H. Allen, Henry W. Camp, 
and Andrew H. Calhoun, was ap- 
pointed to make the requisite exaim- 
ination. The committee’s report, dated 
Peb. 19, 1847, was. printed’ in’ a 
pamphlet of sixteen, pages in July, 
1847. - ; 

In December, 1849, the long talked 
of division of the church on the gov- 
ernment question. was consummated, 
the Congregational portion of the so- 
ciety having taken letters preparatory 
_ to organizing a new society. At a 
special meeting on Dec. 31 forty-six 
persons were upon their own request 
dismissed, for the purpose of forming 
the new “Owego Independent Congre- 
pational Society,” which was regularly 
organized at a meeting of the eccles- 
iastical council at the session house 
Feb. 19, 1850. Rey. Richard 5. Storrs, 
of Brooklyn, preached at the public 
services in the afternoon and Rev. 
Joseph P. Thompson, of New York, in 
the evening. At the time.of this or- 
ganization Rev. Samuel C. Wilcox had 
returned from New York to assume 
the pastorate of the new church. 

The meetings of the new society 
were held at the court nouse until a 
new church was built in 1851. In Jan- 
wary. of that year the society pur-° 
chased of Thomas I. Chatfield for. $900 
the lot on the west side of Park street, 
still owned and occupied by the so- 
ciety. A contract was made with 
Chauncey Hungerford, the builder of 
the Presbyterian church, and James 
Hill to erect a new church edifice for 
$5,100. The church, as shown in the 
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The lirst Congregational Church, Built in 1851 and Burned’in 1877. 
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engraving acconipanying this article, 
Was completed that year. This was 
the largest church at that time in the 
village. In the steeple was placed <a. 
bel! weighte 1,874 pounds, the lareest 
bell then in Owego. The -churech was 
dedicated in the afternoon of Tuesday, 
eb. 3, 1852. The dedication sermon 
was preached by Rev. R.- kh. Mggles- 
ton, of Brooklyn. Mr. Wilcox and the 
pastors of three other Owego churches 
assisted in the exercises. In August, 
1863, anew session house was erected 
in the rear of the church. 

The church and session house were 
burned in the morning of Dec. 3, 1877, 
by a fire which broke out near a chim- 
ney behind the organ in the wall be- 
tween the church and the Sunday 
school room. Nothing was saved from 
the ‘church except a large’ bible and 
the pulpit chairs. ; 

Plans were at once made to build a 
new chureh on the site of the old one. 
At a meeting at L. N: Chamberlain’s 
house, a committee was ‘ip pointed to 
raise tunds, prepare plans, ete:, for a 
new chureh to cost from $10,000 to 
$12,000, the insurance money on the 
old church, $7,500, to be applied in 
part payment. Im the mean time re- 
ligious ‘services were held at the court 
house. A building committee com- 
posed of J. N. Chamberlain, John J. 
Hooker, Prank L. Jones, Roger B. 
Howell, and the pastor, Kev. W. CU. 
Scofield, was appointed. The archi- 
“teet of the church was L.. B.. Valk, of 
New York city. It was built of brick, 
with stone trimmings, by Harrison 
-Bros., of Fredonia, N. _¥., and: cost 
when completed $10,285. The building 
was 52 feet wide and 92% feet deep. 
An excellent view of the chureh is 
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shown in the engraving. The new 
church was dedicated Dec. 11, 1878, 
Rev. Thomas Kx. Beecher, of Whnira, 
preaching the dedication sermon. 


There have been seventeen pastors 
of this church since its organization, 
as follows: 


Rev. Samuel C. Wilcox, -1849-Sept. 
11, 285d; , 

Rev. Corbin Kidder, Sept. 11, 1853 
Jan. 1, 1854. 

Rev. Wm. H. Corning, March 8, 1854- 
May 1, 1857. 
Rev. Wm. Alvin Bartlett, Sept. , 
1807-28 March, 1858. . : 
Rev. Samuel Met.etln Gould, Sept. 
11, 1858-April 1, 1859. 

Rev. Moses Coit “Pyler, ia 1; 1859 
June 24, 1860. 

Rey. Wm. W. Page, Dec. 9, 1860-Dec. 
1, 1861. 

Rey. Charles, Hall Everest, Ba 1s 
1862-Dec. 31, 1864. 

Habs Chas It. A. Bulkley, May . hey 
. 1865-Jan. 1, 1867. 

liev. James C. Beecher, May 4, 1867- 
May 1, 1871. 

Rev. Dwight W. Marsh, Aug. 1, 1871+ 
April 1, 1876. 

Rev. Wm. C. Scofield, June 19, 1877- 
Oct. 19, 1889. 

Rey. Rutus Underwood, April, 1880- 
- Oct., 1880. 

Rev. Miles G. Bullock, April 4, 1881- 
Oct. 19, 1886. 

Rev. Olin R. Howe, Feb. 3, 1887-Nov. 
11, 1888. ot 

Rev, D. W..Teller, Dec. 20, 1888- 
Sept. 8, 189¢ | 

Rev. Chas. M. Bartholomew, Jan. 7, 
1894- 


Rev, Samuel C. Wilcox was born at 
Sandisfield, Mass., Dec. 21, 1809. . He’ 
was graduated from Williams college 
in 1835 and ‘taught for three years 
thereafter in Lenox academy. He 
studied theoiogy at Auburn seminary, 
graduating therefrom in 1840. He sup 
plied the Congregational church at 
Berkshire one year and then came to 
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Owego, Where he became pastor of the 
Presbyterian church, fe was after: 
ward pastor of the Congregational 
chureh ut Williamsburg, Mass., in 1847 
and is¢s.. The next year he returned 
to Owego, to assist in forming the new 
Congregational chureh. “He resigned 
the pastorate of this church in Sep- 
tember, £853. 

hey, Corbin Kidder .was-’ born. -at 
Wiurdsboro, Vt. June 1, ‘1801. Le 
was graduated from Ambherst college 
in 1828 and from Andover theological. 
seminary in 1832. Mrom 1834 to 1837 
he was Pastor of the Congregational 
church at Saxonville, Mass., and dur- 
ing two years theresa lter Was agent for 
the ‘Anierican tract - society. From 
1839 to 1845 he was pastor bf the Con- 
gregationgl! church at West Brattle: 
bora VL. icrom 1845 to: 1852. -he 
preached at “Warsaw, ‘Dryden, ~ and 
Groton in this state. He came to 
Owego in-the fall of 1858 and preached 
here four months. Then in conipany 
with his predecessor in the: pastorate 
of this charch,Mr. Wileox, he opened. a 
school for boys about a mile and a halt 
east of this village in a’ farm house, 
Which was burned several years ago 
and whieh stood where the home of 
farevy i. 'Pilbury is now. .Mr. Wilcox, 
who had resigned the pastorate of the 
church on account of ill health, died 
there Mareh 26, 1854. Mr. Kkidder Con- 
tinued the school after Mr. Wilcox’s . 
death a few years. Then he went to 
Spencer, and was pastor of the church 
-tnete from 1858 to 1862. He sulbse- 
quently preached at Churchville, N. 
Y.; Orland, Ind., and at Poplar Grove, | 
{ll., where he died Dee. 29, 1874. 

William H. Corning, who .was the 
first settled pastor of this church, was 
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born at Hartford, Comi., Dec. 15, 1820. 
He wes graduated in 1842 from 
Trinity coHege and later trou: Yale 
theological seluinary. Irom 1848 te . 
Sol he was pastor of the Congrega- 
tional church at Clairton, Mass. He 
eame tO Owero in January, 1854, and 
preached here three yenurs until May, 
1857, when he resigued on account ‘of 
WT. hentehy, Ho’. died. sat Sarptoza 
springs Oet. 9, 1862. 

William Alvin’ Bartlett »was one. of 
the brightest aud ‘ablest of the young 
sensational preachers of his day. He 
was borh Dee. 14,1832, at Binghamton 
nnd. was a son of Joseph’ Bartlett, of 
that city, who liad been a resident of 
Owega several years previous. He 
was graduated from Pauilton college 
in 1852. He studied theology at Union 
seminary and then went to Germany 
and- studied in Berlin. [ie was matri- 
culated from the university at Halle 
ta Tsov. He came to Owego the same 
year and was’ ordained pastor of. the 
Owego chureh Sept. 12. He was_im- 
mensely popular and the church was 
erowded to Jisten to his eloquent ser- 
vices, particularly” Sunday evenings. 
[lis reputation extended beyond Owe- 
go,-and a year later he received a call 
to the pastorate of the Mint Place Con- 
gregational church in’ Brooklyn, N.Y. 
He preached there ten years, from 
Heptl. o, 1858, until Nov. 60, 1868, when 
he aecepted a eall to the pastorate of 
Plymouth Congregational. church of 
Chicago with a salary of $5,000 a year, 
succeeding Rey. Lewis Matson, who 
had. died. Mr. Matson was born at 
Owego and was a son of Newell Mat- 
son, one of the organizers of the Owe- 
‘go Congregational church. In Septem- 
ber, 1876, Mr. Bartlett resigned the 
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pastorate of Plymouth chureh to ae- 
cept a call to the Second Presbyterian 
~ehurch of judianapolis, Ind., of which 
Rev. Henry Ward Beechcr had some 
time previously been pastor, refusing 
to aceoyl any increase in salary from 
the Indianapolis church. To aecept 
this pastorate he was subjected to a 
rigorous ‘xumination of the Presby- 
tery and was installed according to 
Presbyterian forms and usages. ‘th 
Aprit, 1882, Mir. Burtlett reeeived and 
accepted a unanimous cail to the New - 
York Avenue Presbyterian church «at 
Washington, D. C. He was installed” 
as pastor of the church October: of. 
that year... In October, 1844, after hiav- 
‘ing been thirty-seven years in the 
ministry and for twelve years pastor 
of the New York Avenue church, Ar. 
Bartlett resigned on account of ill 
health and travelled m Europe: Since 
leaving Washington he has -had. no 
settled pastorate, having permanently 
retired from uctive church work. 

Samuel McLellan Gould was born at 
Gorham, Mass., Jan, 24, 1809. He-en- 
tered Howdoin college, but did not 
graduate, and studicd theology after- 
ward with clergymen at Kast Hart- 
ford, Cann, and Proy, N. Y.° From 
1887 to 1851 he preached at Norris- 
town, Pa., ard from 1853 to 1857 at 
Biddeford, Maine. ‘he next year he 
came to Owego, but remained only 
four months. He afterward preached 
at Allentown and Emporium, Pa. 

Moses (Coit Tyler was one of the 
most woted of all the pastors of this 
church. te was born Aug. 2, 1835, at 
Griswold, Conn. He was graduated 
from Yale college in 1857 and from 
Andover theological seminary in 1859. 
He came immediately after his gradu- 
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ation to Owego; assuming the pas- 
torate of this church May 1, 1859. He 
remained here until June 24, 1860, 
when he resigned his pastorate on ac- 
count of ill] health. Soon. afterward 
he became pastor of the Congrega- 
tional chureh at ,Poughkeepsie, where 
he preached until 1862, when his 
health again failing he went abroad in 
1863, where he remained four years, 
pursuing his studies in literature and 
history, writing for American journals, 
and lecturing in Great Britain on 
America. From 1867 to 1873 he was 
professor of English language and 
literature in the university of Michi- 
gan at Ann Arbor, In January, 1873, 
he became literary editor of the | 
Christian Union in New York. city. 
le was ordained a deacon in the 
Prostestant Episcopal church in 1881, 
and priest in 1883. In 1881 he was 
appointed professor of American his- 
tory at Cornell university, which posi- 
tion he held at the time of his death 
on Dec. 28, 1901. He was the author 
of many works on history and litera- 
ture. 

But little is known of Rev. William 
W. Page. He is supposed to have 
come from Fairfax Court House, Va., 
to Deposit, N. Y., and thence to Owe- 
go in 1860, He remained here only a 
vear. 

Rev. Charles Hall Everest, who at- 
tained considerable prominence, Was 
born at New Lebanon, N. Y., Feb. 14, 
1837. He was graduated from Will- 
iams college in 1859 and from Union 
theological seminary in 1861. He was 
ordained Dec. 80, 1861, in Plymouth 
church, Brooklyn, by his cousin, Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher, whom be re- 
sembled in face and figure. He came 
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at once to Owego to assume the pas- 
torate of the Congregational church, 
whieh he held three years. In Jan- 
“ary, 1865, he became pastor of the’ 
chur h of the. Puritans in Brookly i, 
then recently formed, and preached 
there twelve years. In February, 1877, 
he accepted a call to Plymouth church 
li Gnicago. Thus: Owego turnished 
three pasters to Plytnouth chureh in 
sucecssiol:--Mr. Matson, Mr. Bartlett, 
and Mr. Iverest. Jbe became pastor 
on trial of the Iirst Congregational 
church of Meriden, Conn.,.in Septem 
“ber, Iss4, uta salary of $5,000. Nine 
months afterward he had some trouble 
With the chureh organist, who. re- 
signed. AS seven-tentis of the church 
supported the organist, Mir. Idverest 
ierminated his connection with that 
chureh. ..fle was arternwand pastor of 
ehurehes at, Norwalk, Conn., and East 
Orange, No ,, ‘and of the First Con- 
pregational church at Washington, 1D. 
Q, He died June 10, 1968, at his home. 
in Brooklyn, 

Churles HH. A. Bulkley. was born at 
Grarlestoiy -0Cy Besar, 13sTgy Lhe 
was eraduated frour New York uni- 
yersity in 4589 and from Union theo- 
logical, seminary in t&42.. From 1842 
to 1861 he was pastor successively of 
churches at New brunswick, N. J.; 
Janesville, Wis. 5 Mit..> Morris; and 
lihwed,. Neo%.;. West -Winsted, Conn., 
aud. Paterson, N. J.. in: 1861 he went 
as a chaplain in. the union army and 
remaiied: in the service seventeen 
-months. He came to Owego in May, 
LS67, and preached at the Congrega- 
tional church until January, 1867. 

James C, Beecher, a half-brother of 
Rev. tienry Ward Beecher, was the 
youngest child of Dr. Lyman Beecher 
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and was born in Boston, Mass., Jan- 
nary © &- F828. He. was xraduated | 
from Dartmouth college in 1848. 
lie was for five years thereafter 
an officer on a clipper ship plying be- . 
tween New York and China in the tea 
trade. He afterward studied theology 
at. Andover seminary and was. grad- 
uated therefrom in 1857. Then he 
went to China as chaplain of the Sea- 
man’s Bethel at Canton. Returning 
horae at the breaking out of the civil 


war he becaine Ghaplain of the famous 


srooklyn regiment, principally raised 
by Plymouth church... At the close of 
the war he Was mustered out with 
the brevet rank of brigadiet-general. 
Heo had charge of Park church at Is] 
mire while his. brother, Thomas K. 
Beecher, was absent on a trip to 
South America... In May, 1867, he be- 
came pastor of the Owego church, re- 
waining here four years, tle went 
from here in- the spring of 1871 to 
Poughkeepsie, where he preached five 
years. In 1876 he purchased a farm 
containing a mile square ot land in the 
town of Hardenberg, Ulster county, N. 
Y. High up in the hills and in the 
woods on the margin of a large lake, 
he built a house. Ile bought: lumber 
and with a chest of tools. built the 
house with. his own hands, completing 
it alone. There he lived with his wife 
and adopted daughter. Sundays -he 
preached to the backwoodsmen. His 
eccentricities hecame so marked that 
his brother, Rey. Thomas K. Beecher, 
believing that his mind was affected, 
prevailed upon him to voluntarily en- , 
ter the state [f{omoeopathic asylum for 
the insane at Middletown, N. Y. He 
remained there a year and was after- 
ward from .October, 1881, to August, 
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[8$2, in charge of the Bethel mission 
ih Brooklyn, an adjunet of Plymouth 
church. He committed suicide at the 
Mira water cure August 25, 1886, by 
shooting himself through the head 
Withiarifie. 

Key. lowight W. Marsh was born at 
Dalton, -Mass., Nov. 5, 1823:° He was 
graduated from Williams college in 
IS42, and studied theology at Audover 
schiimary in 1842-3. Fle taught school 
in St. Louis, Mo., in 1843-1847. Then 
he resutwed his studies at Union theo- 
logical seminary, graduating  there- 
frou in i840 In December, 1849, after 
his ordination, he sailed from Boston 
to Mosul, Turkey, as a Inissionary. 
After lis return. to this country, in 
1860, he preached snuecessively~ at 
Hinsdale, Mass., and Godfrey, IIL 
rom -t62 to 1867 he was in charge of 
the young ladies’ setninary at Roches- 
ter. Ty 1867 and 1808 he preached at 
Monticello, I, and in 1869-71 at Whit- 
ney’s Point. He came to Owego in 
Aug., 367), and preached here nearly 
five years. In April, 1876, he went to 
Aimherst, Muass., where he was pastor 
of the Congregational chureh until his 
death on June 19, 1896 \ 

Rev. William C. Schofield came to 
Owegu Troi Salisbury, N. H.,. in the 
spring of 1877. He was pastor of the 
Congregational church from June of 
that year until October, 1880,-when 
he resigned, with the understanding 
that he would consent to supply the 
pulpit for an indefinite period. 

Rev... Miles Gaylord Bullock came 
from: Syracuse to Owego in April, 1881. 
He was originally a Methodist minis- 
ter, and wn independent thinker. In 
1878-9 he preached ‘a series of eight 
sermons .While pastor of the M. EK. 
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ehurch at Oswego, to which sermons 
the Northern New York. conference 
took some exceptions. te came to 
Syracuse und was admitted to Con- 
gregauionalism at Plymouth: church. 
Hie preached, at that. church — dur- 
ing the temporary absence of the 
pastor and while thus engaged 
received and accepted the: -call to 
Owego in April, 1881. He remained 
here five and one-half years, resigning 
his pastorate in October, 1886, for the 
purpose of entering Yale college and 
in order to continue his studies in 
theology. Subsequently he lived at 
Ansonia, Conn. In. the suminer of 
1891, while living at Little Falls,'N. Y., 
he went to.Chicago to fill the pulpit of 
Rev. A. L. Smalley, who was away-on 
nis summer vacation, While thus en- 
gaged he was stricken with heart dis- 
case and died suddenly on July 27. 
He was about 45 years old at the time 
of his death, 

Rev. I. W. Feller came. to Owego 
from Sherburne, N. Y., December, 
1888; and preached here five years. in 
August, 1893, he received a call to the 
First Presbyterian church at Fredonia, 
N. Y. He preached his farewell ser- 
mon at Owego on Sunday evening, 
Sept. 3, 1893, and the following Tues- 
day afternoon he was received into the 
Binghamton Presbytery as a member. 
He died at Fredonia March 23, 1894, 
aged O8 years. 


Rev. G. M. Bartholomew came from 
Niagara Falls in January, 1894, and 
has ever since been the pastor of this 
church—a longer period thus far than 
awny of his predecessors in the pas- 
torate. He was born at Augusta, 
Oneida Co., N. Y., June 10, 1849; was 
eraduated from Hamilton college in 
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1874, and from Auburn theological 
seminary in 1877. His first pastorate 
was at Rushville, N. Y., where. he 
preached six years, from 1877 to 1883. 
From’ 1883 to 1885 he was pastor of 
the Congregational church at Reed 
Corners, N. Y., and from 1885 to 1894, 
at Niagara Falls. He came to Owego 
Jan, 1,°1894. ; = ‘ 

The Congregational society did not 
own a parsonage until November, 1893, 
when it purchased of Joel A. Hamilton 
for $2,700 the house on the south side 
of Main street, the second house east 
of Academy. street, which house _ it 
still owns. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the Days. of the Circuit Preachers 
and Its History from Its Organiza- 
tion in 1816, together with Some Ac- 
count of Its Ministers and its Meet- 
ing Houses. . 

Dr. George Peck’s “Early Method- 
ism,’ published in 1860, contains the 
diary of William Colbert, a. circuit 
preacher, who on Nov. 6, 1792, was or- 
dained an elder at the general con- 
ference of the bishops, elders, and 
deacons of the M. l. church at Balti- 
more, Md., and appointed to fill the 
station of Wyoming and Tioga, Pa. 
His work was mostly in’ Bradford, 
Luzerne, Northumberland, Columbia, 
Tioga, and other counties in Pennsyl- 
vania, and he came: into Chemung, 
Tompkins, and Tioga counties in New. | 
York. Tioga county, Pa., was then a 
dense wilderness. The only reference * 
to Owego in this diary is under date 
of January 14, when he says he “re- 
ceived a letter from a man Tiving at 
“Awaga,” in which he was requested 
to come here and preach. He did not 
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preach here, but did come to Nichols 
the same month... A paragraph in his 
diary reads as follows: 


“Friday, 25. It’ was with difficulty 
that | got through the Narrows On ac- 
count. of ice. IT preachea at one Ben- 
nett’s, near Mahontowango, with free- 
dom, on I. Cor. vi, 19-20. If any good is 
done, to God be the glory. These peo 
ple are very willing to hear. This 
locality is now known as_ Nichols, 
where’ live the Shoemakers. and 
Coryells, and has many ate been 
famous- for Methodism. f? 

_ Another reference to Owego is made 
in Mr. Colbert’s diary in. November, 
1793. He says: 

“Saturday, 29. 1 had a very cold. 
night’s lodging last night. I got very 
little sleep, so that I was obliged to 
rise early, especially as 1 had a long 
ride before me of more than thirty 
miles without an inhabitant [from the 
head of Cayuga lake, now Ithaca] to 
Andrew Alden’s at Owaga [Owego] on . 
the northeast branch of the Susque- | 
hanna, [| was fortunate in finding two 
fires on toe road this cola morning.” 

“Sunday, 24. Felt unwell last night, 


but theielt merey was enabled to . 


preach with a degree of life and power 
at Andrew Alden’s.” 

Andrew Alden lived at Tioga. Cen- 
tre. He and his brother, Prince Alden, 
and Samuel and William Ransom were 
the first settlers there. They came 
from the Wyoming valley about the 
year 1785. Andrew Alden lived a short 
distance south of the mouth of Pipe 
creek in a log house, which is sup- 
posed to have been the first structure 
of the kind built in the town of Tioga. 

An interesting contribution to Mr. 
Peck’s book, relating to the first. ser- 
vices held at Owego by the Metho- 
dists, is -made by Mrs. Fanny Thurs- 
ton, wife of David Thurston, who. came 
here from Massachusetts about the 
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year 1812 when she was 24 years of 
age. Mrs Thurston was a daughter 
of David Darling, a Congregational 
uinister of Keene, N. H. Mrs. Thurs- 
- ton was a member of the first class 
formed here. She says: | 


“The first Methodist preacher that 
preached in Owego was a Brother TF id- 
dier, in 1813; he preached once, and 
an objection being made by au old 
man, Who said, “We hain’t ‘go anv 
Methodists about here, and for my 
part 1 don’t want any,’ he ’‘did not re- 
turn. ‘Phere was no praying person in’ 
Owego. at that time. Soon a_ local 
preacher, Hiram G. Warner, came in 
and kept the ferry; he soon joined the 
confercace and travelled: away from 
homie. Brother [. Bibbins preached 
oceasionally. About 1815 Brother J: ' 
Cavifting came. In 1816 there was a re- 
VivVal- On the south side of the river, 
six were converted, and the first class 
formed, consisting of seven members: 
David and Fanny Thurston, Polly 
Warner, Abigail Thurston, . Maria 
Thurston, her daughter, (now Mrs. 
Daniel Shoemaker,) David and Patty 
Darling. Brother J. Griffin formed the 
class and established regular. preach- 
ing at the house of D. Thurston, who 
Was appointed leader and ‘steward. 
soon Brother Grifling sent a young 
han by the name of Seovell. Then. a 
nan by the name of Cole-came a few 
timnies; next a Brother Doolittle in the 
same year. Brothers Grifiing, Judd 
Bibbins, aud Agard preached till the 
church was built. In those days our 
class was small and persecuted. Our 
ineetings were neld in a little school 
house nea the spot now oceupied by 
the Methodist Hpiscopal ehurch in 
Owego. ‘The appointment was for 
Brother Doolittle to preach; when our 
people came to meeting the house was. 
well lighted up with candles in large 
silver-plated candlesticks, and shortly 
a sminart dashy Hpiscopal minister, who 
had lately come into the place, came 
in» preceded by a martial band, and 
putting his hat on the bass drum took 
is place in the desk. After a while 
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Brother Doolittle arose and said that 
it was publicly known that this was 
the evening for a Methodist méeting, 
and we had feelings us well as other 
people, and he did not understand the 
present appearances. Mr. Camp came 
forward in defence of the Methodists. 
The WMpiscopal minister read his cre 
dentials, aud proposed to preach. first 
and have Brother Doolittle preach atf- 
terward; he preached. and dismissed 
the. congregation, and left with the 
band and his friends, after. which 
Brother Doolittle preached and our 
people had a good tmceting and got 
home about twelve o’cloek. 

“On another occasion the  school- 
master and others got up an exhibition 
with the representation of grotesque 
characters. The Methodists were 
compelled to remain and witness the 
performance or quit the ground; they 
remained and held meeting after the 
clowns had left. 

“The Jast interruption of our meet- 
ing Was the appointment of a writing 
school upon the evening of preaching. 
Brother Warner was to preaeh; the 
house was divided into two’ apart- 
ments by a swing partition. -In the 
centre of the room usually oeceupied 
for preaching sat the writing master 
surrounded by twelve or fourteen lit- 
tle lads. Brother Warner asked him 
to retire, for it was public meeting 
night; he said he would not, for it was 
a publie school. He said to Brother 
Warner: ‘Go on with your preaching 
and we will with our writing.’ Brother 
Warner would not, but he_and the con- 
gregation went into the little room. 
As soon as he began meeting the 
-urchins would snap a rope that ran 
through both rooms, making a noise 
like the discharge of a pistol; then 
they would run and kick against the 
partition, but Brother Warner kept on 
praying. Then a troop would scamper 
out doors and set up a shout, when - 
the master would rap on the window 
and they would come tnundering in 
again; but some of the mothers. of the 
boys were at meeting and _ carried 
home the news; the fathers were in- 
cenused, and some of. the boys were 
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punished. In the morning Brother 
“Warner went to Judge Burrows to get 
a Warrant for the .sehoolmaster. The 
judge went with Brother’ Warner to 
see the young man, who confessed 
that he was urged on by others and 
promised to do su no more, so he was 
released. Since that time the Metho- 
dists have worshipped in peace.” 

In the "Thurston Genealogies,” page 
72, Mes. Thurston’s daughter, Mury 
Aimeda (Mrs.-Ansou Gatrison) says 
of her parents: ae ; 

“Tie and my mother were among the 
seven united to form the first: Metho- 
dist. church in. OWego. My mother 
was a sliperior woman, endowed with 
a superior nind, and through her early 
‘advantages were limited yet amid all 
her cures she never ceased her efforts 
fol ifiprovement by reading, writing, 
ete, and her poetry frequently graced 
the villiige® newspapers.” 

“tfiran = G. Warner, mentioned’ by 
Mrs. Phurston, conducted a licensed - 
ferry weross the river. His ferry house 
Was On the south side of Front strect, 
a little east of Paige street. This was 
before the tirst bridge was built across 
the river in this viHage.. The boat 
Was poled across the river, and it also 
had vars. A>. rope was -afterward 
strung over the. river, ‘which. Tope 
sugeged nearly to the water, and the 
bout was fastened thereto by smaller 
ropes and pulleys, which pulleys ran 
on the large rope, and the boat was 
catried across by tle current. : David 
Darling, brother-in-law of David Thurs- 
ton, tended the ferry in 18238. In 1826 
Mr... Warner was a. licensed: preacher 
on the Spencer circuit. 

Key, John Grifling came to Bérk- 
shire fron. Guilford, Coun. His father, 
Joseph Grifling, was a master mariner. 
Rev. John Crifling was a preacher on 
the Candor circuit. He purchased a 
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farm on the west bank of the Susque-— 
hanna river, below Owego, where he - 
lived. 

Rev. Horace Agard was a man. of 
more than ordinary ability. He was 
received on trial in the Genesee con- 
ference in 1519 and preached nineteen 
years. He was eleven years presiding 
elder. Ie was sent ou this cireuit in 
1824. The next year he purchased a 
few acres of land beiow Hooper’s Val- 
ley, in the town of Nichols, and settled 
there with his family. He was cont- 
pelled to abandon active work in 18388, 
on aceount of ill health. He died . 
there in 1840. William F. Warner 
says of Mr. Agard: 

“Rev. Hloraee Agard in. his. day 
was almost as widely known as the 
late Rev. Peter Cartwright. He was 
“not, however, notable for any eccen- 
{rieities, but rather for sus dignified 
charaeter and solid worth as a mau 
and minister ol the church in which he 
Was a Jeader for many years.” 

The Methodist congregation held its 
meetings in the old Main street school 
louse until 1821. March. 21 of. that 
year James Puimpelly deeded to the 
M. K. society thirteen square rods of 
land at the southeast corner of Main 
and Academy streets for $100, to be 
the property of the society so long as 
it should be occupied for church pur- 
poses, and to revert to Mr. Pumpelly 
or his heirs when it should cease to 
be so occupied. _ 

The framework of the church’ was 
erected in the fall of 1821, but it was 
not enclosed and completed until the 
next year. It was a large church 
painted white, and similar to all the— 
country churches built at. that time. 
‘The: front was on Academy street, 
which. street had been known as Me- 
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Mister slreet until this time, when 
the name of the street was changed to 
Chapel street, the edilice. being com- 
monly known as the Methodist chapel. 
tn those days all the other churches 
were knowl as mecting houses. 

‘he high pulpit -was belween. the 
two doors al the ciulvance of the build- 
ing, ung people ecomiug in faced the 
congregation. In September, 1855, re- 
pairs .were nade to the churel and 
changes made. Vhe pulpit was. re- 
moved tron) between the entrance 
doors at the west end of the church 
lo the east end, and the choir placed 
where the pulpit fad been. - The floor. 
was lowercgd, So that the high steps 
outside were removed, and a new 
portico was added. The pews, which 
had faced. to the west, were turned to 
luce. to the east, Where the pulpit had- 
been placed. A new spire was raised 
on the church. fe was 116 feet high 
from the level of the street and was 
the highest one in Owego. These im- 
provements cost $3,000. 

The church as reconstructed’ was 
dedicated. Jan. 9, 1856, by Rev. Jesse 
‘tT, Peck, of New York city. Fhe church 
Wis oeeupicd forty-eight years. The - 
Gongre salon had so. greatly increased 
in J866, that. it was decided by the 
trustees to build a new and. larger 
church on sonre more central location, 

“April 16, 1868, the: M: BK. society pur- - 
ehased ot Dr. Theodore S. Armstrong 
the lot on the north side of Main 
Street, eust of Spencer avenue, for 
$3,700, but did not build. thereon until 
two years afterward. The present 
brick church, as shown in the engrav- 
ing, was built >on. .a- contract . for 
$35,000 by Jonathan §. Houk and Al- 
‘bert Harrison Keeler, of Owego. The 
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work on the foundation was begun. in 
April, 1870, and the basement story 
walls- were completed in June. The. 
corner stone was laid -by Rev. H. 
Wheeler in the afternoon of June 22, 
and the address. was. delivered by 
Rev. Dr. Love, of Auburn, editor of 
the Northern Christian Advocate. 

The arehes over the doorways were 
the first stone ones ever built in Owe- 
go. In December the building | had 
been enclosed for the winter and the 
slate roof finished. The next spring 
the steeple was erected. It is 155 feet 
high and 30 feet higher than the 
steeple‘of any other church in the vil. 
lage. 

The new church was dedicated Wed- 
hnesday, niorunig, Dec. 20, 1871. Rev. 
Dr. Jesse T: Peck; of Syracuse, 
preached the sermon. In the evening 
Rev. B. I. Ives, of Auburn, preached. 
At the two services - $25,000,the 
balanee required for building the new 
church, was pledged by the congrega- 
tion. 

~The old church building’ was sold to 
Charles .A. Ward for. $500... It atter- 
ward passed through the ownership of 
various persons and finally became 
the property of James Hill, who tore it 
down and used the material in the con- 
struction of other buildings. 

In the fall of 1875 A. H. Keeler 
made a contract with the trustees to 
build an extension co the back part of 
the new church, to,be four feet deep, 
seventeen feet long, and forty feet 
high, to give more room for the pulpit 
and organ. In the winter of 1885-6 the 
ceiling was lowered several feet and a 
new steel ceiling was put in. 

The: first parsonage of the M. E. 
church was in McMaster street. It 
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still stands on ‘the west side of that 
street, and is the first house south of 
the Champion wagon works. Aug. 15, 
1840, Jamnes Pumpelly sold the lot to 
the society for $200 and built the’ par- 
sonage thereon. June 5, 1871, the 
_ property was sold tor $3,000 to Mrs. 
Hannah A,* Kingsiey...Qn -Apraj: 1, 
1893, the society purchased of Mrs. 
Catherine B. Deming: for $38,000 its 
present parsonage on the south side of 
- Main street. It is the second: house 
west ot Paige street and was built in 
1849 by Timothy P. Patch. It was at- 
terward owned and occupied several 
years by James Bishop. 

The pastors of the church since its 
organization have been as follows: . 


Rev. William Brown, 1816. 

Rev. Ebenezer Doolittle, 1817. 

Rey. Hiram G. Warner, 1818. 

Rev. Horace Agard, 1822. 

Rev. John D: Gilbert, 1828. 

Rev. Chester V. Adgate, 1824. 

Rev. Josiah Keyes, 1825-6. 

Rev. Joseph Castle, 1827. | 

Rev. David A. Shepard, 1828-9. 

Rev. John Criffing, 1830. - 

Rev. Sylvester Minier, 18381. 

Rev. Morgan Sherman, 1882. 

Rev. Marmaduke Pearce, 18388. 

Rev. LL. Mumford, 1834-5. 

Rev. D. Holmes, Jr., 1836-7. 

Revs. L.. Hitcheeck and John Grit- 
fing, 1838. 

Revs. Robert Fox and John Griffing, — 
1839. 
Rev. Robert Fox, 1840. 

Rev. A. J. Crandall, 1841-2. 

Rev. Freeman H. Stanton, 1843-44. 
Rey. William Reddy, 1845. 

Rev. William H. Pearne, 1846-7. 
Rev. A. J. Dana, 1848-9... 

‘Rey. Thomas H. Pearne, 1850. 
Rev. J. M. Snyder, 1851. , 

Rev. George P. Porter, 1852-3. 
Rev. George H. Blakeslee, 1854-5. 
Rev. B. W. Gorham, 1856-7. 

Rev. John J. Pearce, 1858. 

Rev. George M. Peck, 1859. 
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Rev. S. W. Weiss, 1860. 

Rev. George P. Porter, 186.-2. 
Rev. David A. Shepard, 1863. 

Rev. ki. KR. Keyes, 1864. 

Reve Willian B. Westliuke, 1865-7. 
Rov. Henry . Wheeler, 1868-70. 
Peeve AV illia ws: “Bis ye PSB) 

Rev. James. Q. Woodruff, 1873-5. 
Rev. Alimus D.. Alexander,. 1876-8. 
Rev. ia. W. Caswell, 1879-81. 

Rev. @. W. Miller,’ 1882-3. 

Rev. George Forsyth, 1884-6. 

Rey, William M. Hiller, 1887-8. 
Rev. Phineas R. Hawxhurst, 1889-91. 
Rev. Justus. F.. Warner, 1892-4. 

Rey. Moses D. Puller, 1895-9. 

Rev. William KHudgar, 1900-1. 

Rev. Haskell B.. Benedict, 1901-3. 
Rev. Aimasa BF. Chaffee, 1904-5. 
Rev. John B. Cook, 1905-7. : 
Rev. Benjamin Copeland, 1907, 
Rev. Louis D. Palmer, 1907- 


y 


Of these pastors thirteen have been 
presiding elders, as follows: Horace 
Agard, D.. A. Shepard, Wm. Reddy, 
Wid: Pearne, A. Fo Dana, J: M. Siy- 
der, Geo P. Porter,” HE” Wheeler; : 
William Bixby, J. O. Woodruff, Geo. 
Porsytiy Fr, Warner, and. M.D: 
Puller. | 
Pwo of the. ablest of these clergy- 
men, and the most erratic, were Will- 
jaa Tf. Pearne and George P. Porter. 
Mr. Pearne was in the ministry about 
fifty years. He was presiding elder of 
Owego district from 1852 to 1855. At 
one time he was pastor of the leading 
church in New Orleans, La. After the 
civil war he was provost marshal at 
Nashville, Tenn., and later pastor 
of the State street church and after- 
ward of the Clinton avenue ehureh in 
Trenton, N. J., the most important 
church in the New Jersey conference. 
He died at Homer, N .Y., Nov. 17, i890, 
aged 74 years. 
~ Geo. P. Porter was born at Berwick, 
Pa., in 1720. In early life he was a civil 
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engineer, and later a portrait painter. 
He was a pupil of John Sartain, of 
Philadelphia, who was famous as a 
mezzotint engraver. In 1843 he opened 
a studio at Towanda, Pa. He soon 
abandoned his work as a painter and 
entered the ministry. In 1848, he was 
assigned to the charge at Montrose 
and Great Bend, Pa. In 1851 he was 
pastor of the Court street church at 
Binghamton and the next two years 
he preached at Owego. He was sent 
to Waverly in 1854. He became in- 
temperate and the next year he lapsed 
into infidelity and withdrew from the 
membership .of the church. For a 
short time he was editor of the Wa- 
verly Advocate, In 1861 he again en- 
tered the ministry, and that year and 
in 1862 he was again pastor of. the 
Owego church. Froni 1863 to 1866 he 
Was presiding elder of the Owego dis- 
- trict and in 1867 of the Wyoming dis- 
trict. In 1868 and 1869 he was pastor 
of Grace church at Buffalo and in 1870_ 
he became presiding elder of the 
Genesee district. In 1872 he preached 
at tne Him Park church at Scranton, 
Pa., and the next year he was placed 
on the superannuated list. He died at 
Cowlesville, Wyoming Co., N. Y., June 
AD Bor. 

A History of the First Baptist Church, 

Its Meeting Houses and its Pastors, 
with Some Account of the Old Town 

Clock, the Only Town Clock ever 

Seen in This Village. 

The “First Baptist Church of Owe- 
go,” the second church organized in 
this village, was organized Septem- 
ber 20, 1831, by thirteen men and 
seventeen women, among whom were 
James Clark, Abner Brooks, Asa 
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Woolverton, Latham A. Burrows, Na- . 
thaniel spencer, Asa Dearborn, Asa 
H. Truman, [beneger Daniels, and 
Asa Root. ‘Che church was organized 
in =o Ptniel Chamberlain's dwelling 
house, which stood on the west side of 
Sark. street “iis it 


Mr: Chamberlain’ was. a wagon 
maker.  Tlis shop stood where the 
Congregational church now stands. 
His. house was south of it. The house 
was lute owned by Miss KE. H. Bates, 
M. 19., and was burned Dec: 3, 1877, in 
the fire which broke out in and burned 
the first Congregational church edifice. 

The organization was effected by 
delegates frou the Baptist churehes 
at Berkshire, Spencer, and Caroliyve. 
At this. meeting a committee was ap- 
pointed -to obtain a place for worship 
and lo find a site for a ineeting house. 
The committee subsequently reported 
that if haa hired Mr. Chamberlain’s 
wagon shop for six mouths for $15 and 
that it had Jooked for a.site for a 
meeting house, but had been unable to 
find one. — 

Willian i’, Stone, a member of the 
society, in a newspaper article written 
in 1882, said that none of the consti- 
tuent mienibers of the new church 
lived nearer than two miles, and most 
of then not less than five miles’ dis- 
tant. Chey were poorand without in-- 
fluence, wilh a total valuation of less 
than $5,000; some working lands on 
shares, others laboring to hew a home 
out of the wilderness. 

The preacher’s desk -in the wagon 
shop was a box placed on a work 
bench, and, the .congregation . was 
seated on benches made. of -pine slabs, 
the flat side up, supported by wooden 
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legs inserted ‘into. two-inch auger 
holes. 

Services were held in this shop 
a few weeks when the weather be- 
came cold and there was no way to 
heat the shop. In November, 1831, 
application was made to the board of 
supervisors of Tioga county tor, per- 
mission to Occupy the court room. at 
the court house as a place of worship, 
which was granted, with the provision 
that the church should furnish its own 
fuel for heating the room and_ also 
vive a bond in the sum of $09,000 that 
the building should be properly -cared 
for during their oceupancy of it. 
When the members of the congrega- 
Liou) gathered at the court house on 
the next Sunday, however, they found 
the door locked and the under-sheriff, 
who had charge of the building, was 
not to be found. He .was a member 
of another church, and it was charged 
that he had gone away purposely, so 
that the court house could not be oc- 
cupied for religious services. 

Not disheartened by this rebuff, the 
society made an arrangement with 
Prieudship lodge of Free Masons to 
occupy its lodge room, which was on 
the third floor of James and Wm. A. 
iKly’s brick building on the south side 
of Front street, which stood where F. 
M. Baker & Son’s hardware store now 
stands. It was in this lodge room that 
the fire which destroyed the entire . 
business section of the village broke 
out in September, 1849. . 

‘The first pastor of the church Was | 
kev. Samuel W. Ford, who was en- 
gaged on April 14, 1832, to preach for 
au term of one year, his compensation 
to be $300. | 

The first settled pastor of the 
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church was James R. Burdick, a grad- 
uate of Brown university, who ass- 
umed charge June 12, 1833. His salary 
wis ‘only. $300 a year, one-half of 
which was paid by the society and the 
Other half by the Baptist state con- 
vention. In addition to this his house 
rent and direwood were furnished by 
the society. 

The society increased br numbers 
and ‘steps were soon taken to build 
meeting house. At a church meeting 
on Feb.*s, 1804, the deacons were au- 
thorized to raise money. by subscrip- 
tion and build a chureh tis soon as pos- 
sible. The money was raised and the 
chureh was built that year at the 
southeast corner of Main aud Church 
streets on tand which Charles Pun- 
polly sold to the. soctety. for $275. The 
lot had a frontage at 68 feet on Main 
street and 69 feet on Church street. 
The Jot was afterward enlarged by 
ihe purchased of additional ground. 

The new tueeting house stood close 
to Main street. Jt was av by 60 feet 
in size and occupied nearly’ all the lot: 
The. pakpit was at the south end. A 
gallery, supported by large wooden 
posts, extended around the west, north 
und east, sides, and- the choir was 
stationed in the north end of the gal: 
lery, ; 4 3 

The meeting house was dedicated 
Jan. 8, 2804, and was occupied as a 
place of worship twenty years. The 
dedication -sermon wis’ preached by 
‘Rey. My Corwin. 

The Old Town Clock. 


In tte Ste eple of this meeting house 
was placed -the first and only town 
clock ever seen at Owego. It was the 
invention of Charles Frederick John- 
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son, of the town of Tioga, and was 
constructed by him and Jolin J. Speed, 
of Ithaca. May 22, 1846, a contract 
was tude between Mr. Johnson and 
Joel I.. Pinney, clerk of the board .of 
trustees. of the church, in which. con- 
sent was given to Mr. Johnson to put 
the town clock in their meeting house 
at ais OWn expense and keep it there 
three months on trial. If the clock 
should not keep accurate time, Mr. 
Jobnson was to remove it and put the 
building in as good order as before; 
if the clock should keep accurate time 
Mr. Johnson was to remove it or let it 
remain, at his option. 

The clock was put into the steeple .. 
accordingly and was in running order 
in the following September. It had 
four dials and was run_ by huge 
weights. It was arranged with a strik- 
ing apparatus and the hours were 
struck upon the church. bell. 

No provision had been made by the 
- Village to ‘purchase it, nor did it, in. 
some respects, give . satisfaction. 
Johnson & Speed, in May, 1847, made 
some alterations in it, to ensure it 
keeping better time and offered to 
sell it to the village for $200, which 
amount was also to cover the cost of 
the dials and the expense of winding 
it, up to that time, at the same time 
engaging to keep it in good order for 
two years. The price was about one- 
half that of an ordinary town clock. 

At the time of the annual election 
for village officers, June 7, 1847, John- 
‘son & Speed’s. communication was 
read and it was voted to pay them 
$200, provided a larger dial was put 
on and painted black with the hands— 
and hours in gilt letters. Mr. Johnson 
agreed to comply with the terms stipu- 
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lated and also agreed to have the new 
dial and hands in place within six i 
weeks, which was done accordingly, 

Wakeley Spencer was-employed to 
wind, oll, snd keep the clock in order 
when it was first put up, and he was 
‘paid at the rate of $10 a year. .The 
second yeay the village trustees de- 
cided to tet it to the lowest bidder anid. 
it was given to William Manning at 
the same price. Mr. Spencer, was the 
sexton of the church and his bid was 
$20.- Lhe result was that the church 
trustees would allow’ no one “but Mr. 
“Spencer to go into the building for 
the purpose of winding the clock, giv- 
ing as a reason that.the clock inter- 
fered with the ringing of the bell and 
made it tyuch harder to ring. 

At-the same time a petition, signed 
byabout seventy of the leading citizens 
wis presented to the villaze trustees, 
praying that the clock iwight be re- 
moved to. some place where aceess 
fiight ye had to it for the purpose of 
winding it. No action was taken,. but 
Mr. Spencer continued to wind: the 
lock and was paid at the rate of $15 
a year. The eclock Was: wound subse- 
quently by liiram Ferguson and after-. 
ward by Thomas Williams. : 

ln @ebriucy, 1845, the clock got out 
of order and Johnson & Speed were 
notilied to repair it. Phe church bell 
was-also cracked by the striking ap- 
piratus, At the annual election for 
Village officers om the 4th of the fol — 
lowing June, resolutions were adopted 
directing the trustees to remove the 
clock unless they could have access 
to the bulluing, to wind and repair it, ~ 
and authorizing them to appropriate 
$100 toward purchasing a new bell, 
provided that on examination it should 
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be found that the clock was the cause 
of the breaking of the bell. 

October 6, 1856, a communication 
was received frou the Baptist society 
calling attention to the necessity of 
removing the town clock, as the meet- 
ing house was to be removed and a 
new church built in its place. The 
street commissioner. was accordingly 
directed by the trustees to take down: 
the clock and take charge of ith’ The’ 
clock was taken to Myr. Johnson’s 
house and was never again used. 

The chureh was altered and re- 
paired in February, 1842. A one-story — 
building for a conference room was 
built in Church street, south of the. 
chureh, in the spring of 1844, at a cost’ 
of $300, with money raised. by sub- 
scription. Jt was. built by Aimbrose — 
Townsend, 4 member of the society. 

The society continued to prosper 
and: the congregation increased .in 
number so that in 1856 it was decided 
to tear down or sell the meeting 
house and build a larger one of brick 
in its place. The old building was 
sold to Nzra Canfield, who removed it 
to the lot where Gen. [. B. Ogden’s 
“cabinet shop haa been burned on the 
north side of Main street. opposite the 
present. Qwego hotel. The gallery 
was exlended over the whole building 
and the .second floor thus made was 
usea us a public hall. - 

The attempt to move the meeting 
house was a failure at first. The con- 
tractor succeeded in. moving it -on 
rollers into Main street, but could get 
it no. further than a little west of 
Church street, where it stood several 
days, blocking. the street. Then R. H. 
Hall, a member of the congregation, 
who had a patent stump puller, under- 
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took to finish the work and did so With 
hiss m1 RAO. 

William P.. Rayinond in March 1866, 
purchased the building and converted 
‘a portion of it into a meat market. 
John Phelps had « tin shop in part of 
it, and’ inother part was oceupied as a 
carpenter shop by Win. bl: Perry and 
Albert Robertson. The part back ot- 
thoi places of business was reiited as. 
living rooms. fn the night of Satur- 
day, Dee. 13, 1868, a fire broke out in 
the building, burniirg it to the ground, 
together. with another wooden build- 
ing adjuiting it. Dy: 

The new Baptist church was built 
by James A. Dean, Its construction 
wak besguu in December, 1856, and the 
foundation Was laid the next April. Ft 
was finished im December and dedi- 
cuted January 14, Tshs8. Rey. William 
H. king, the pastor of the church, 
preached the dedication sermon in the 
forenoon on the rise and progress .of 
the church. sinee its organization, and 

ithe evening Rev. A. H. Burlingham, 
al Sage pastor, preaclied. 

The new church cost $16,000. Be-. 
fore its construction, the” vacant 
ground east of the church lot was pur- 
chased fur $515, ii the summer. of 
eS Dera : 

The two towers. at. the corners of 
the church at the north end were con- 
sidered ungainly, and in.1869 it was 
decided to replace them with others 
“that would be more in harmony with 
modern architecture, The work was 
done in the spring of 1870, the mason 
work hy J: S. Houk-and-A. H. Keeler, 
and the carpenter work by Jas. A. 
Dean aud Miles F. Howes: The north 
wall and the greater part of the west 
wall were taken down and a portion 
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of the building was extended out 
toward Church street to make an. al- - 
cove for the organ and choir. -One of 
the towers was converted into a 
handsome steeple and the other into 
a tower of modern shape. The build- 
ing was covered with a slate roof. A 
baptismal pool was constructed back 
of the pulpit, separated therefrom by 
Sliding doors. The interior of the 
chureh was handsomely frescoed. 

Attached to the church at the south 
end was built a large brick addition 
for a conference room two stories 
high. In the back part are a ladies’ 
parlor and other rooms. In the second: 
story are the Sunday school rooms. 
The cost of the entire work was be- 
tween $15,000 and $20,000. 

The reconstructed edifice was dedi- 
cated) March 16; 1871, Rey. Dr. E. 
Dodge, president of Madison univer- 
sity, preaching the dedication sermon. 

In the summer of 1896 the church. 
was again remodeled. The level floor 
was removed and a new sloping floor 
built in its place, which is three feet 
higher at the entrance to the building 
than. at the altar. The pews were 
made of semi-circular form. The work 
‘was done by contraet by Lucius Ford > 
and the improvements cost about 
$4,500. 
| May 1, 1863, the Baptist society pur- 
chased of David Mersereau for $500 
the house’ and lot east of and adjoin- 
ing the church grounds, and the house 
has ever since been occupied by the 
pastor of the church as a parsonage. 

The pastors of the Baptist church. 
have been as follows: 

Rev. Samuel W. Ford, April, 1882- 
June, 1883. 

Rev. James R. . Burdick, June 12, 
-1833-June 10, 1836. 




















Ce ties Keo bur neers Baw yt apd fond.) 
ad motte? heures. wieaiuia odd Wo 
tous Yo: —— 2 ona Aetuel - gaipile> 





yatione nays 
So aint a, ot ie toad aren RE 
"alias biter reg ord OT  aniO0 @ilio his 1OhaT oho ae 
ance loaded: yobau ada ain yadke | oe | 
at BAW dow | ‘etibiay old ao. aan ae 





Eee 19h 





a ae UG, OS xf ‘bag, ae oe. 
; thot ba, “eotiBe. apes | . 
bon aL vet wh Hoel 


(eas wie Lies ara we brucinede ; 





‘Joa guts te wh oY stat We aes ne 
at Ab Dinel ens ad: bionides ee 
Slow, “agent. aE eee 
HOw oat 













‘oda, aioe Sameera 


a wit hee align wis Coen 
stb ha Ww dene. ed Bin 


cae — 









627 

Rev. Alonzo Wheelock, March 1837- 
1838. © 

Rev. Philetus B. Peck, Maren, 1838- 
August, 1847. 

Rev. ————  Beaven, 1847-March 
1848.. 

Rev. Albert L. Post, June, 1848- June, 
1849. 

Rev. James H. Pratt, Sept. 1, 1849- 
Jan., 1850. 

Rey... Charles Morton; March 11, 
1850-Dee; 29, 1850 

Rev. Aaron H. Burlingham, March, 
1851-September, 1852. 

Rev. J. M. Cooley, 1853-1854. 

Rev. William H. King, jee 1854- 
27 March, 1881. 

Rev. Latham A. Crandall, May 22, 
1881-Sept, 1, 1884. : 

Rev. Reuben, Ek. .Burton, Dec.. 27, 
1884-Feb. 20, 1889. 

Rev. W. A. ch ita 1889-June 
29, 1894. : 

‘Rev. Milton F. Negus, October, 1894- . 
Aug. 31, 1897. 

Rev. Peter B. Guernsey, September, 
1897-October 1, 1899. 

Rev. Riley ms Vose, October, 1899- 

James R. Burdick, the first pastor 
of this church, was a graduate of 
Brown university. He came to Owego 
from Ithaca. In June, 1836, he. re- 
signed his pastorate and rémoved to 
Lisle, Broome county. 

After the departure of Mr, Burdick, 
- Rev.H.G.Chase preached a few weeks, 
but in August, 1836, declined the pas- 
torate, which was tendered to him. 
Mr. Wheelock began his pastorate in 
‘March, 1837, and preached his farewell 
sermon Feb, 25, 18388. 

Rev. Philetus B. Peck was born at 
New Woodstock, Madison county, N. 
Y., in 1809. He was educated for the 
ministry at Hamilton college. He died 
October 6, 1847, while on a visit to 
his birthplace in Madison county. 

Mr. Peck was one of the pioneers in . 
the anti-slavery movement, and in 
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those days the abolitionists were very 
unpopular “with the people. Having 
the courage of his convictions, Mr. 
Peck at the outset of his pastorate 
preached a sermon in which he made 
an attack upon slavery, which so in- 
censed some of his hearers that at its 
close he*was asked by the deacons to 
, ineet. them and- some of the- older 
members of the church in the vestry. 
He was there informed that his senti- 
ments on this question were distaste- 
ful to them and that the matter of 
slavery should not be referred to again 
by him in the pulpit. Mr. Peck re- 
plied that he should be discreet, but 
snould never compromise his convic- | 
tions, and would denounce the sin of 
slavery whenever he should deem it 
wise to do so. His defence of his 
course was so strongly made that it, 
was finally decided that he should be 
allowed to act hoe his own convic- 
tions. 


In December, 1839, Mr. Peck pur- 
chased of J. L. Pinney a lot on the 
north side of main street, nearly op- 
posite Ross street, where he built a 
house, in which he lived during the 
rest of his life and which was oecu- 
pied by his family after his death. 

In March, 1897, a sermon in memory 
of Mr. Peck was preached by Rey. M. 
F. Negus, when two circular granite 
tablets, each 18 .nenes in diameter, on 
the south wall of the church were un- 
veiled. On one tablet in carved let- 
ters, gilded, are the words: . ‘In loving 
‘memory of Rey. Philetus B. Peck, our 
Pastor. 1838-1847.” On the = other 
tablet is the following inscription: 


“In loving memory of Rev. William 
Harvey King, D. D., our pastor. 1854- 
1881. 
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For many years a white marble 
monument stood in the northeastern 
part of the church yard, which monu- 
ment was placed there in Mr. Peck’s 
memory. It bears the following in- 
scription; “In memory of Rev. Phile- 
tus B. Peck, late pastor of the First 
Baptist church in Owego, who died 
Oct. 6, 1847, aged .38 years. His last 
words were, ‘The will of the lord be 
done; the will of the Lord be done,’ 
and then fell asleep in Jesus, blessed 
sleep, trom which none ever wake to 
weep. ‘This monument was erected 
by the young ladies and gentlemen 
and Sabbath school scholars of the 
Baptist church ana society in. Owego 
in memory of their beloved pastor and 
Sabbath school superintendent.” Soon 
after the unveiling of the tablet in Mr. 
Peck’s memory inside the church the 
monument was removed to Hvergreen 
cemetery. 

William IF’. Warner says of Mr. Peck: 

“He was one of the leading clergy- 
wen of his denomination and a 
natural leader of the people, one who 
exerted an influence, not only through- 
out his own particular congregation 
but throughout the town and county. 
We was also a prominent man in the 
councils of the Baptist denomniation. 
He was aman of judgment and discre- 
tion, and ‘possessed the love and re- 
spect of all. His death was felt as a 
public loss, and his memory is 
cherished by all who knew him.” 

After, Mr. Peck’s death there was 
for a few months no settled pastor. 
Revs. Jabez Swan and John Peck, 
father of P. B. Peck, preached untii 
Mr. Bevan came in the winter of 1847- 
8. Mr. Bevan resigned his pastorate 
in March, 1848. ; 

Mr. Post preached a year in 1848-9. 
Mr. Pratt was. pastor only _ four 
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months. In January, 1850, he resigned 
on account of ill health. Mr. Morton 
preached only -seven wionths. tle 
eanie here from Newark, N. J. 

Rey. Aaron, H. Burlingham was a 
man of great ability. We came here 
from Pittsburgh, Pa. He resigned his 
pastorate to accept a call from Bos- 
Pa Hi 3 Mass. Ife died March i, sed, at 
Mount Vernon, N. Y., aged 83 years. 

Rev. William H. King, a_ self-edu- 
cated man, a scholar, and’ one of the 





REV. WILLIAM H,. KING. 
blest of all the pastors of this church, 
wus born Oct. 8, 1820, in the town of 
Otsego, Otsego county, N: Y. “His 
futher died: when he was nine years 
old and six years later he came to live 
with his. brother, a lumberman and 
farmer on Shepard’s creek, two miles 
north of Pactoryville, now east Wa- 
verly. Here, when not engaged at 
work for his brother, he studied latin, 
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Greek, Hebrew, aud French. From 
1843 to 1848 he taught school at Wa- 
verly, and while thus engaged began 
preaching. In 1849 he was. ordained 
to the ministry at Athens, Pa., and 
assumed the pastorate of the Baptist 
church there. He came to Owego in 
March, 1854, and was pastor of the 
Baptist church here 27 years, When he’ 
resigned his pastorate on account of 
ill health. He was a profound student, 
a deep thinker, and a sound reasoner. 
AS a recreation he studied medicine, 
but did not practise. ° He preached 
against slavery and for temperance, 
and was a vigorous supporter of the 
government during the civil war. He 
was interested in local public affairs 
and was one of the trustees of the old 
Owego academy and when the schools 
were consolidated under the ‘union 
school law in 1864 he was elected a 
member of the board of school com- 
missioners and was twice re-elected. 
He was broad in his views, firm in his 
beliefs, and always fearless in express- 
ing them. — 
_ Rev. Ll A. Crandall was a graduate 
of Hillsdale - college, Michigan. He 
was graduated from the Rochester 
theological seminary May 18, 1881, and 
came at once to Owego. In July, 1884, 
he resigned-his pastorate and became 
pastor. of the Twenty-third Street Bap- 
tist: church in New York city... In: 
February, 1889, he went to Cleveland, 
Ohio, having accepted a call to the 
Huclid, Avenue Baptist church. _ 
Rev. R. i. Burton came to Owego 
from Buffalo. He was. opposed to 
dancing and card playing, and “having 
the courage of his convictions” he, 
condemned them in his sermons. 
Some of the members of his congrega- 
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tion took offence at his course, and as 
a disposition was manifested to re- 
duce his salary, in order to counpel hini 
to resign, he did resign. This was in 
February, 1887.) The opposition to his 
leaving, however, was so great that 
he afterward acceded to the request 
of a committee and withdrew his resig- 
nation. In t889 he resigned his pias- 
torate and became pastor of the Dela- 
ware Street Baptist church in Syra- 
CuUSe. 
Rev. W. A. Granger resigned his 
pastorate here in June, 1894, to accept 
a call to the Baptist church at Mount. 
Vernon, N. Y., with a larger salary. 
le was pastor of that. chureh until 
April 16, 1908, when +e preached his 
farewell sermon, having resigned to 
fake the presidency of the Baptist mis- 
sionary convention of the state-of New 
York. 
Rev. Milton F. Negus came from 
Minneapolis, Minn., in August, 1894, to 
accept the pastorate of this church, 
and began his duties on the first Sun- 
day in Octoher.. In: May, 1897, he ‘re- 
ceived a call to the First . Baptist 
church of Brooklyn and assumed the 
pastorate there on, Sept. 1. Mr. Negus: 
is a son of Rey. C. R. Negus, who was 
for forty years a successful pastor in’ 
central New York. He-was-educated 
at Colgate university and Rochester 
theological seminary, graduating from 
the latter institution in 1887. He was 
at once called to the pastorate’ of the 
“Fourth Baptist church of Minneapolis, 
Minn., where he remained seven years 
and until he came to Owego. 
_ After having filled the pastorate of 
the Owego church two years, Rey. P. 
B. Guernsey resigned in September, 
1899, to take the presidency of Roger 
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Williams university at Nashville, 
Tenn., a college which prepares young 
colored men for the ministry under 
control of the Boston home. mission 
society. Before coming to Owego Mr. 
Guernsey was a teacher in Cook acad- 
emy at Montour Falls and was later 
in the railroad business at Elmira. He 
prepared himself for the ministry and 
he and his wife went as missionaries 
to India. A few years ago the univer-. 
sity building at Nashville was burned 
and was not rebuilt. Since that time 
Mr. Guernsey has been engaged in 
mission work in New York city. 

Rev. Riley A. Vose, the present pas- 
tor Was born at Spencer in this county 
June 21, 1859. He was graduated from 
‘Yolgate academy in 1881, from -Madi- 
- $0n university in 1885, and from Ham- 
ilton theological seminary in 1887. 
His first pastorate was that of the 
Baptist church at Madison, -N. Y., 
where he remained from Jan. 1, 1888, 
to June 1, when he was called to the 
pastorate of the Albany Avenue Bap- 
tist ehureh at Kingston, N. Y., and. 
preached there two and one-half years. 
January 1, 1892, he assumed the pas- 
torate of the Tabernacle Baptist 
chureh at Utica. He remained there 
nearly four years. In October, 1895, 
he became pastor of:the North Avenue 
Baptist church at Cambridge, Mass., 
and preached there until May, 1889, 
when he resigned on account of ill 
health and went to Hurope to recuper- 
ate. At a farewell reception given to 
Mr. and Mrs. Vose the congregation 
presented to them a purse of $1,500. 
Upon his return, his health having im- 
proved, he accepted a call to the Owe- 
go church and began his duties here 
in October, 1899. 
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A History of St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church from Its Organization in 
1834 to the Present Time, with 
Some Account of the Church Edi- 
fices and the Rectors of the Church. 


The third church organized at Owe- 
£0 wis St. “Paul’s’ Episcopal church, 
Which was orgunized feb. 10, 1834, by 
Rev. James 1). Carder, who cane front 
lthaca for that purpose. The name ot 
the organization was “he Rector, 
Churchwardceus, and Vestrymen of St.- 
Paul’s Ghurch in the village of Owe- 
go.” John Watson and homas: Far- 
rington were chosen Wardens and .Dr. 
Jedediah May, Col. Samucl Rockwood, 
Charles (, Noble, George Bacon, Har- 
non Piunipelly, John Jfowland, Robert 
Charles Johnson, and Shelton Osborne 
vestrymen.: At this time there were 
only three communicants, Mrs. Gad 
Worthington, Mrs. Samuel Rockwood, 
and Mrs. [lyde. Church services were 
held at the old Presbyterian session 
house, or lecture rounmi as it was then 
ealled, on the east side of Court. street. 


Ln November, 1833; Mir. Carder, who 
Was, rector’ of St. John’s. church at 
Ithaca, wrote to Mr. Farrington saying 
that he expected ta have a leisure 
Sunday afier Thanksgiving day and 
that if it should be the general wish of. 
those . concerned, -he would render 
some. service in organizing a parish 
here during the: fall or winter. Mr. 
Sardéy catie here later and organized 
the Ghurch. .He preached here. every 
other week a few months,driving over 
from Ithaca tor that purpose. In May, 
1834, owing to ill health, he left Ithaca 
to spend the sulumer on the Atlantic 
coast. ; 

Rev. Dr. Carder came to [Ithaca in 
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1831. When he left there, in 1834, he 
went to Connecticut. He was after- 
ward appointed secretary of the Epis- 
copal Board of Woreign Missions, and 
‘held that position at thé time of his 
‘death, about the year 1807. — 

Rev. Hizekiel G. Gear, who succeeded 
Mr. Carder as reetor of St. John’s 
chureh at Ithaca, held church services 
at Owego, beginning in March, 1835 
Mr. Gear was the second rector of St.- 
John’s church, preaching there from 
1823 to 1828, and again froin 1834 to 
1836. He went from I}thaca .to the 
west aS a pioneer missionary. — ae 

Rev.-John Baily, who was then a 
deacon, was the first settled clergy- 
“quan of St. Paul’s church. He first 
came here in the fall of 1837 and held 
services every other week at the Pres- 
hvterian session house during the win- 
ter, He also held services at Candor 
and Richford. He was regularly called 
ta the pastorate of St. Paul’s in March, 
lses.. Church services were now held 
at the court house. Mr. Baily was 
ordained to the priesthood in April. 
He remained as rector of the church 
three years. In February, 1841, Mr. 
sally, who for a year had been pre- 
vented by ill health from conducting 
services, resigned the pastorate, say- 
ing that on aceount of his health he 
could not continue his duties in the 
Mintsiey,. vee. atterward. lived’ at 
fayetteville, N. Y., where he died a 
few years ago. j 

In 1839 the society built its first 
church. The ground on. which it was 
erected was owned by James Pum- 
pelly, and was the ‘same land.on the 
south side of Main street where the 
rectory now stands. This was a part 
of the Pumpelly orchard, and was 
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deeded to’ the society April 14,1840. 
Mr. Purpelly eave the socicty the use 
of the proud sO long as it should be 
oecupled for church purposes, The 
church was consecrated May 17, 1840, 
by Rt. Rev. Win. H. Delancey, bishop 
of the diocese of western New York. 

The church was in size 58 by 88 
feet, including the vestibule. The roof 
‘in front projected from the building 
and Wis sustained by four large square 
pillars. A square bell tower was on 
the pieak of the roof at the front. A 
bell was not placed in the tower until 
1855. It was purchased by ladies of 
the ehurch and their friends and 
weighed «bout 1,200 pounds. he” 
-churely lot was enlarged on the south 
and west sides by gift from George 
J. Puirnpelly April 6, 1850, making the 
lot 58 feet wide in front and 100 feet 
deep. The church was enlarged in the 
summer of 1850. the year of the 
edifice was eut off and a section of 
several fect in length inserted. The 
uuimber of pews was fiecreased. A 
Sunday school room. was’ fitted. up in 
the basement, but this basement Was 
damp and was not much used. The 
Changes cost about $1,000. While the 
Hnproyenients were in progress church 
services were held at Fay’s. hall. in 
Front street. 

Murther enlargement > and improve- 
ments were made in November and 
December, 1856, by builders Ferguson 
aud Mbenezer Tucker after. plans by 
architect Charles Babcock, of New 
York city. The altar was at the south 
end of the church. There was a long 
reading desk, from which the services 
were conducted, and back of that a 
high pulpit, from which the rector 
preached his sermons. These were 
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removed when the church was en-° 
larged in 1856, and more modern ones 


placed in an extension made for the 


purpose at the rear of the church. 
Transepts were built on each side of 
the church in front of the altar rail, 
making the edifice of a cruciform 
shape, in which transepts additional 
pews were placed... The partition 
Which separated the auditorium from 
the vestibule under the gallery at the 


north end of the church was removed . 


and the gallery was torn down. In 
the space where the vestibule had 
been twelve new pews were placed. 
The organ and choir were placed ou 
a platform about four feet high be-’ 
tween the doors at the entrance of the 
church. Stained glass windows were: 
put in place of the old ones. The 
whole whole interior of the edifice was 
improved and beautified and it was re- 
opened for public “worship Jan. 11, 
1857. While the church was undergo- 
ing these improvements services were 
held at the village hall in Main street. 
Other improvements were made to the. 
church in the fall of 1863 and the fall 
of 1865. 


In the spring of 1878 Richard H. 
Sackett, who had purchased the John 
H. Avery property in east Front street, 
which consisted of the ground- on 
which the houses: of Dr. E. D. Downs 
and Joel C. Kenyon now stand, to- 
gether with all the property of equal 
width on the south side of that street 
offered the property as a gift’ to St.- 
~aul’s church, with the condition that 
the society should erect. a church on 
the north side of the street within 
four years,to cost not less than $15,000, © 
the lot on the south side of the street 
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to be used as a‘site for a parsonage. 
Between 310,000) and $11,000 were 
vaised by subseription, but the balance 
could not be obtained. 

In the spring of 1891 the question 
of building a new church’ edifice was 
agitated) The heirs’ of Geo. J. Pum- 
pelly, through gift and purchase, had 
given thei interest in the church Jot 
to the society) A menrber: of ‘the ‘so- 
ciety offered to pay for additional lund 
at the west of cand adjoining the 
chureh. tol and. give it to the society, 
but nothing was doe in the matter. A 
yeur later, in April, 1892, the lot at the 
northwest corner of Main and Liberty 
streets Was purehaséd. jot. Mrs. So) d- 
Ogden for $2,500. ~The church was 
built in 1895 with money. raised by 
fhe lwdies’ guild of the ¢hurch The 
architect was William Halsey Wood, 
of Newark, ENS ; ‘ie 

The church was built by contract by 
John Tr. Corchranh, ot thts village. The 
corner’ stone was laid Oct. 81 by the 
rector, Kev. James f. Ikidder, acting 
us bishop's. deputy, assisted by nine 
elergysien from other churches. The 
~cousecration serviees were held Jan 
bh, 18%d): RE Rev. B.D. Huntington, 
‘bishop of the diocese of Central New 
York, officiuting, assisted by -bishop 
Wan. AL Ceonard, of Ohio, the rector, 
Rev. J. EL Widder, tnd seventeen other 
clereyinen, ‘The church is built — of 
blue stone and is 90 by 75 feet in size. 
The inner walls are of cream-colored 
brick, the floors of (Georgia pine wood, 
and the pews of oak. ‘The total cost 
was $12,800, exclusive of the seats, the 
heating apparatus,’ and the furnishing. 
The furniture, ete., were the gifts of 
various persons as.memorials to de- 
parted relatives. 
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The old church was sold to Jeremiatfs 
Towsand, who sold the pews and tore 
down the building, which he used in 
building a house in McMaster street. 

The first rectory. of St. Paul's 
church was built on land sold to the 
chureh by “Mrs. Eliza M. Clizbe 
for! $500" “Mareli 99, 1846. The 
lot was on the west side of Academy 
street. . The house was of Gothic ar- 
chitecture with a very high sloping 
roof «hove the first story and with a 
‘basement. I[t. was sold im Octobér, 
(861, to James P.-Lovejoy, aud after 
his death it was eugein sold in Febru- 
ary, 1866, to. Dy, B.A.’ Mayor. ‘Mr. - 
Mayor removed the roof and in its 
place built a second story to the house 
and surmounted it with a Mansard 
root, if 
in February, 1897, the society pur- 
chased of Thomas C. Platt for $1,600 a 
house, which stood east of and adjoin- 
ing the old chureh, which was occu- 
pied as a rectory. ‘This house. had 
hecu rented as a rectory after the sale 
of the property in Academy. street. 
[tt was occupied as a rectory until a, 
“thew one was built in 1902, when it was 
sold to Charles G. Carter, who -re- 
moved it to his lot on the. west side of 
Central avenue. . 

The present rectory was built in the 
sumer of 1902 on. the ground where 
the old churen and rectory had stood. 
The architects were Bragdon & Hill 
man, of Rochester, and it was built at 
a cost of $2,785 by John T. Corchran. 

‘Bebroary 2, 1842, John Redman 
Coxe, M. D., of Philadelphia, proprie- 
tor of the tract of land south of the 
Susquehanna river in the towns of 
Owego and Nichols, known. as Coxe's 
patent, deeded to the rector, wardens, 
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and vestry of St. Paul’s church:a part 
of lot No, 190 in this tract, containing 
a little more than 52 acres, in trust, 
the income to be applied to the main- 
tenance of St. Paul’s church so long 
as it should be a church. 

The rectors of St. Paul’s church 
since its organization have been: as 
follows: 


Rev. John Baily, May, 183 8-May, 
1840: ° 

Rev. Isaac Swart, July 26, 1840- 
Mareh 21, 1841. 

Rev. Alfred Jauderback, Aug. Zo, 
1841-April 15, 1844. 

Rev. George Watson, Oct. 5, 1844- 
Oe 1, 1854. 

Rev. James Rankine, Oct. 1, 1854- 
April 7, 1861. 

Rev. Morelle Fowler, April 14, 1861- . 
April, 18638. 
Rev. George D. Johnson, April. 6, 
1863-April 3, 1866. 

Rev. Thomas W. Street, Dec. 27, 
1866- July di 1868 z 

Rev. James HH. “Kidder, Aug. 1, 1868- 

Rey.. George Watson was an Eng- 
lishnian. ' Ile resigned the rectorate of _ 
st, Paul’s church in July, 1854, to take | 
effect on the first of the following 
October, having accepted a call to St. 
Paul’s chureh at Norwalk, Ohio. . He 
died at Norwalk, Nov. 15, 1870, Nisciy 


68 years. 


Rev. James Rankine, who succeeded 
Mr. Watson, was born in Ayrshire, 
Scotland, Nov. 5, 1827. He came with 
his parents to the’ United States in 
18385, the family settling at Canan- 
daigua, N. Y. He was graduated from 
Union college in 1846. He pursued 
the preparatory studies for holy or- 
ders under Dr. Williams, the rector of 
St. George’s church at Schenectady, 
‘and when Dr.. Williams was called to 
the presidency ‘of Trinity college in 
1849 Mr. Rankine accompanied him 
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there, where he was at tirst a tutor 
and afterwurd assistant professor of 
niathediaties. June 11, 3850; he was 
ordained deacon. [le resigned . his 
position in Trinity college to become 
rector of St. Paul’s church in Septem- 
ber, 1854. -He remained at Owego six 
years. In April, 1861, he was. tip 
pointed head of the senior department 
of the dfocesin training school (now 
knowin as the ‘Delancey ~§ divinity 
school) and reetor of St. Peter's 
chapel at Ceneva, MY. Th TES he: 
assumed the presidency of Hobart col- 
lege. He served two years when his 
health failed. and he resigned the 
presidency and returned to his old 
position in the divinity school and St.- 
Petat’s piutish, where he remained un 
tih his death on Dec. 16, [890. 

Rev. Morclle Fowler, who succeeded 
Mi. Runkine as rector of St. Paul's, 
assuined his duties April 14 1861. He 
Was ‘a graduate of Berkely divinity 
school at Middletown, Conn. He came 
after his ¢raduation la wee, He re- 
mained herve two years. fle resigned 
ih April, 1863, having accepted a call 
to the Wpisceonal chureh at Batavia, N. 
‘YY. He remained there until the sum- 
ner. of 1870 when che resigned on ac- 
count of i] health and went to Salt 
—takeCity to assume the pastorate ofa 
church there. In Pebruary, 1871, he 
returned east, to accompany his family 
‘rom. New London, Conn., to Salt Lake 
City. While on their way to Utah he 
ald his wite with their three children 
were all killed in a terrible railroad 
aceident, which happened feb. 6 on 
i.e Tludson River railroad, eight miles 
below Poughkeepsie, N. Y., ‘in which 
twenty-one persons were killed. The 
axle of an oil train broke, throwing 
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the wreckage against a drawbridge in 
face of the express train, which 
crashed into it, the whole catehing. 
fire. 

Rev. George DPD. Jobuson was born 
at Stratford, Conn., in June, 1834.. He 
Was a great grandson of Jonathan Wd- 
wards, the first president of Princeton 
eollege, and of Samuel Johnson, the 
first president of Kings college.. He 
was graduated from Trinity college in 
I8o4, He came to Owego from Darien, 
Conn., in April, 1863, and was rector 
Of St. ‘Paul's: two years. In April, 
1865, he went to New Rochelle, N. Y., 
where he lived until ‘March, 1867, 
when he accepted a call to a chureh ‘in 
Boston, Mass. -He became reetor of 
Christ church at New Brighton, N. Y., 
in Isvo. At the time of his death on 
August 28, 1906, he was pastor emeri- 
tus of that church and arehdeacon. 

Rev. Thomas. W. Street came to 
Owego from New Brunswick, N. J., 
where he wus curate of St. Andrews’s 
church, and became pastor of St.- 
Paul's in June, 1866. He resigned in 
the summer of 1868. 

Rev. James Holwell Kidder came to 
Owego trom Unadilla, N,— Y., hav- 
ing been called to the rectorate of 
St. Pauls parish Aug. 1, 1868. . Mr. 
Kidder was born at Portland, Maine. 
He was graduated’,from the = gen- 
eral theological seminary’ in New 
York city in 1860; ordained 
deacon at St. Luke’s church, Port- 
land, the same year, and priest at 
‘Wastport, Maine, in June 1861. He 
was in charge of St. Thomas’s church 
at Camden, Me., until November, 1860, 
and afterward of Christ church at 
Kastport about three years. Then he 
entered on the rectorship of St. Mat- 
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thew’s church at Unadilla, N. Y., July 
lL, 18683. Bive years later, on Aug. 1, 
1868, he became rector of St. Paul’s 
church. at Owego. Mr. Kidder has 
been now (1909) forty-one. years 
‘rector of St. Panl’s and has not been . 
an hour out of the active ministry 
since, he Was ordained. 
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Some Account of St. Patrick’s Catho- 
lic Church, Its Property, and Its 
Pastors from about the Year 1842 to 
the Present Time. 

There were no Roman Catholies at 
Owego for several- years. after the first 
settlement of the Village, About the 
year 1842, when the New York & Krie 
railroad was projected, laborers on the 
road, mostly Catholics from dreland, 
came here to assist in the work of 
driving the piles, on which it was. in- 
tended to lay the tracks. These piles 
were not ased, but gradually decayed 
and witiin a few years after the road 
had been constructed to Owego on a 
solid evavel bea in 1849 they ‘had all 
grudually decayed and. disappeared. 

The first missionary through here 
wis James F. Hourigan, who came on 
horseback. Rev. James V. O’Reilly, 
who was pastor of the- church at 
FPriendsville; Pa.,, and had. spiritual 
charge of scveral missions in Pennsy}- 
vania and New York, afterward came 
here about four times a year and cele-— 
brated high mass. mohni 

August 17, 1842, Charles Pumpelly 
deeded as a gift to Right-Rev. John 
flughes and his successors in the 
ministry, in trust for the Gatholic con- 
gregation of Owegu, ~ part of village 
lot No, 29, containing half an acre of 
land, This lot; which is mentioned in 
the deed as “the Catholic’ church lot,” 
is east of the road which extends 
noimh from imrie street and turns west 
up on the hill to Prospect street. This 
lot, for: several years and until St.- 
Joseph’s cemetery in the town of Ti- 
oga was laid out, was the Catholic 
cemetery. 
is the deed given by Mr. Pumpelly 
the land conveyed is described as that 
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“upon which is now being erected the 
Catholic church, for a site for which 
said: lund is gvravted, to be used for 
that purpose. and a burying ground 
and for no other purpose whatever.” 
This refereuce to a church is the only 
knowledge any one of the present das 
has of any church: having ever been 
built on the lot, and its existence is 
beyond the. recollection of the oldest 
Inhabitants: {t was, probably, a sna 
building and must have been removed 
or tom down soon afterward. There 
is a story that the first Catholic ser- 
vices .were held in a sinall frame 
pbuilding, ‘which stood Gu the site, of 
the present church nm .east Main 
street. This is an error. 

' Phe first regular church ‘services of 
Which. @uything is now — positively 
known were held at the home of David 
Connelly in Pulge street... Mr. Con- 
nelly was a tailor, a wan who was’ 
held in respect by: the people of the 
Village, aml aw leading man in church 
atfairs. Hig house was on the east 
side of. Paige street, the second: house 
south of Hast Temple street,and is still 
standing there. Mr. Connelly - lived 
there with bis wife, his son, and three 
daughters. ile bought the property in 
March, 1838, ot Michae! Conklin. -He 
built a second story to the back part, 
of this house, to be used as a place to 
hold religious services, access to 
whic wis obtained by a_ stairway, 
whieh he built outside. the house. 
Here Father ©’Reilly held services, 
and afterward Rev. Andrew Doyle, . 
who was .appointed pastor of St. Pat- 
rick’s church. at Binghamton in. 1843 
hy Bishop John Hughes, came here 
occasionally until May 1, 1844, when 
he was. called to assist the pastor of 
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St. Janies’s church in New York city. 

‘Rey. Jolin Sheridan came in 1844, 
and he was the first resident pastor 
here. He was also in charge of the 
missions at Ithaca and Watkins. 
Pather Sheridan remained here six 
years, and during his sojourn here, 
“and watuly through his efforts, a new — 
church was built. : 

‘tue New York and- Erie -railroad 
was completed. to Owego in 1849. 
While the road was building many 
Catholics caine: here as laborers, and 
trier the road .was in operation many 
others came as enployes of the ruad 
and becarwe permanent residents’ of 
Owee2a. The congrevation of the 
—chureh, was thereby increased to sueh 
an extent that it was decided to build 
a church. The ground on which St- 
Patrick's ehurch now stands on the 
south side of east Miuin street was 
owned by Thomas Farrington, who 
suld it on a cContraet to Father Sheri- 
(ea in 1848, and i wooden church was 
insmediately creeted thereon. Oct. 9, 
1S49, the Jot, which contained 64 
square rods of land was deeded by 
judge Farvington tor $545.50 to Father 
Sheridan, 

Father Sheridan was succeeded in 
August, 1856, by Rev. Michael Cree- 
don, who in 1851 was succeeded by 
tev. P. Mallon, who. officiated until 
Junuary,. Phe, when Rev. Jaines  T. 
MeMauus came. Rev. Nicholas Byrne 
eaume in December, 1858, and remained 
here two years. In 1859, during his 
pastorate the parochial school house 
was built in the rear of the church. 

Rey. Joseph Butler was pastor from 
1860 to August, 1862. He established 
the society known as the “Sodality of 
the Living Rosary,” the object being to 
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supply the altar with candles and 
flowers. In 1868, during the pastorate 
of Rev. Francis Clark, the conta of 
“The Sacred Heart. of Jesus” was or- 
ganized, and in 1870 the “Children of: 
Mercy.” © During Father Clark’s | so-- 
journ here, from 1863 to 1871, many 
improvements were made. He caused 
the chureh to be enlarged in the sum-- 
mer of 1863. A new steeple was added 
to the edifice and a bell placed there- 
in. The convent of the Sisters of 
Mercy wus instituted in 1865, the 
name of which was changed to St.- 
Joseph’s Orphan Asylum in ‘April, 
1870, during Father Clark’s pastorate. 

In the summer of 1875 about $3,000 
were. Spent in repairing, repainting,. 
and otherwise improving the ehurch 
 @dilice. In November, 1855, the house 
-and lot west of and adjoining the 
church were purchased of Thomas 
tuvans by the Catholic society. This 
was occupied as the parochial resi- 
dence until 1869. Aug. 30 in this year 
Richard H. Sackett sold. to John Hard- 
man the house and’ lot -west of the. 
parochial residence, which Mr. Hard- 
man on Oct. 1 transferred to the so- 
ciety. This property is now occupied. 
as the pastor’s residence and the- 
building betwen it and the church by 
the Sisters of Mercy. 

The cemetery lot in Goodrich sebdiee 
ment in the town of Tioga, containing 
four and eight-tenths acres of land and 
known as St. Joseph’s cemetery, was 
“purchased of Henry W. Camp Feb. 1, 
1868, for $1,000, and the old cemetery 
in this village was abandoned as a 
burial place. 

The old wooden church proving | 
inadequate to the needs of an ‘increas- 
ing congregation, a new brick church 
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was built in 1890. Subseriptions to a 
fund for building the new church were 
begun by Rey. James Rogers about the 
year 1876. He collected about $4,000, 
to which in 1887, Rev. F. D. Johnson 
had added about $6,000 more. The 
chureh was dedicated Sunday, Dec. 7, 
1890, by Rt. Rev. Stephen Vincent 
Ryan, of Buffalo, assisted by twelve 
priests from other churches. The 
bishop preached the dedication ser-- 
mon. The new church cost. about 
$30,000, It was built by James Sulli- 
van., It is 129 by 58 feet in size, con- 
structed of brick and cut stone, and 
surmounted by a steeple 131 feet high. 
When Rev. John J. Sheridan assumed 
the pastorate of this church in June, 
~ 1899, there was an indebtedness of 
‘about. $11,000 on the property. In the 
summer of 1908, through his effor<s, 
the entire debt was paid. 

The following is a list of the rest 
dent pastors of St. Patrick’s church- 
since its organization: 
- Rev, Jdobn Sheridan, May 1, 1844- 
August, 1850. 

Rev. Michael Creedon, August, 1850- 
L857. 
Rey. P. Mallon, 1851-January, 1852. 

Rev. James T. McManus, January, 
1852-December, 1558. 

Rev. Nicholas Byrne, December, 
1853-1860. . 

Rev. Joseph Butler, 1860-August, 
1862. 

Rev, §. Bonaventure Corney,August, 
1862-April, 1868. 

Rev, Francis Clark, June, 1863-Jan- 
nary, 1371. - 

Rev. James Rogers, January, 1871- 
April, 1877. 

Rev. John O’Mara, April, 1877-Octo- 
ber, 1888. 

Rev. Thomas D. Johnson, November, 
1883-September, 1893. 

Rev. Martin .Ryan, October, 1893- 
May, 1895. 
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Rev. John J. Sheridan, June, 1899- 
Juty, 1909. 

Rev. George -V. Burns; July, 1909- 

Rey. James T. MeMainus was born ii 
county Cavan, Ireland, in 1821 and 
studied for re priesthood at Cavan 
College. He came to America in 1848 
and graduated from the Jatholic seml- 
nary-at Mordham, N. Y.,.in 1851. His 
first pastorate was a church in Buffalo 
He came to Owego as pastor of St.- 
Patrick's church in. 1841, and also had 
charge of the parishes at Waverly and 
[thaca. He was here eight years until 
December, ISo8, When he Was trans- 
ferred to the church of St. Francis de- 
sales -at Geneva, N.: ¥... Phenee in 
Apru, 1562, he was transferred to the . 
chureh of St.. Mary’s at Rochester, 
N. Y. Seven anonths. later: he’ was 
ayain transterred to Geneva, where he 
remained uutil his death on June 29, 
1x90, a period of thirly-one years. In 
IS86 he succeeded Rey. James M. 
Karly as Vicar-Genéral of the. diocese. 
Dec. 18, 1$80,. he received the honorary | 
title of Monseigueur frou Bishop Mc- 
Quade hy arder of the Pope, making 
him a-umember of the papal household. 

Rey, Joseph Butler came here in 
1860. “Irom Owego he was transferred 
to Troy in Aueust, 1862. i 

Rey, Krancis Clark caye-to Owego 
in January, 1863. Under his. ministry 
the church was enlarged, a school and: 
conven! were established,a new ceme- 
Lery was laid out, and a parochial resi- 
dence purchased. He lettOwegoinJan- 
uary, 1871, to become parish priest of 
the church of SS. Peter and Paul at 
Klmira aud rural dean. He was later, 
at his own request, transferred to St.- 
Ann’s. church at Hornell. While in 
charge ‘of that parish he fell from a 
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buggy and sustained a serious injury 
to his hip, incapacitating him from 
pastoral work. He died in Buffalo 
August 8, 1890, aged 64 years. 

Rev. James Rogers came to Owego 
from Buffalo in 1871. In April, 1877, 
he was transferred to the church of 
the Immaculate Conception in Buffalo. 
During bis sojourn in’ Owego there 
was a chureh debt of $7,000, which he 
‘aused to be paid. He dicd in Buffalo 
Aug, 26,.1898, aged 51 years. 

Rev. Johu O'Mara was born. in 
county. Clare, Ireland, Dec. 25, 1836. 
“fe was made an orphan in his youth 
and was reared and educated by rela- 
tives. He came to America when 
twenty years of age and completed his 
studies for the ministry. He was or- 
dained a priest in 1859, and afterward 
had charge of churches at Rochester, 
Buffalo, Medina, and Lockport. He 
came to Owego from Buffalo, where 
he was pastor of the chureh of the 
{mmaculate Conception, in April, 1887. 
During his residence here he had 
charge of the parish at Newark Valley 
and caused the church to be’ built 
there in the fall of 1880. He died 
While pastor of St. Patriek’s church on 
Oct. 27, 1883, and his body was buried 
in St. Joseph’s cemetery in the town 
of Tioga. 

During Il’ather O’Mara’s residence 
here, Rev. James Hilary Leddy .was 
his -assistant, three .or four years. 
Father Leddy was born in New York. 
city. He went from Owego in August, 
1880, to Gowanda, N. Y., where he re- 
mained six years. He was afterward 
ac Holley, N. Y., eleven years, and 
went thence to Warsaw, N. Y., in 
August, 1878. He died at the age.of 
64 years at Warsaw May 18, 1901, 
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from the result of injuries received by 
falling into an excavation in the Irie 
railroud depot at Lockport one night, 
while returning home trom Buftalo. 
Rey. Thoinas D. Johnson was pastor 
of St. Patriek’s chureh ten years. He 
cane here in. November, .1883. He 
Was born in county Cavan, Ireland, in - 
Tsov, and was educated at Manyooth 
college, near Dublin. He came to 
America in 1873 and entered Niagara 
University in 1874, and was graduated 
therefrom the next year “After his 
ordination he remained for some time 
at Corning, N. Y., ws a curate in Dean 
Colgiun’s puvish. He -was afterward 
pastor of the church at Lewiston, N. 


Y., and in 1884 becamne an assistant to.. 


rather Cunningham, pastor of SS. 
Peter and Paul’s church. at Elmira. 
Upon the death. of Father. O’Mara, he 
was sent te Owego.  The™ present 
church was’ built during his “ministry 
here. In 1s}0 he made a trip to his 
ald hoine in Lreland for the benefit of 
his health, which did uot improve. He 
died at Mhnira Sept. 17, 1893. His 
body was. brought to Owego and 
buried in St Joseph's cemetery. 

Rov. Martin Ryan was born in Ire- 
land. He came to America in 1863. 
He’ was ordained in 1871 at Niagara 
hells and was alterward pastor suc- 
cessively of SS. Perer and Paul’s 
chutreh .at-. Khnira,. St. yatherine’s 
church at Addison, und of St. Mary of 
the liake’s. church at Watkins for 
fourteen years. He came from Wat- 
kins to Owego upon the death of 
Father Jolson. In. May, 1895, he 
sailed for lreland, having received an 
indefinite leave of absence on account 
of ill health. He never returned, 
dying there Jan. 9, 1909. 
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After Father Ryan’s departure. for 
Ireland in 1895, Rev, James Moriarty 
came to Owego to take charge of St.- 
2atrick’s church. . 

When Rey. John J. Sheridan came . 
here in the summer of 1899, he had 
just. been graduated from St. Ber- 
nard’s seminary at’ Rochester. He 
had been previously graduated from 
Canaisiugs college at Buffalo and St.- 
Bonaventure’s college at Allegany, 
Pa. He was. sent here from the Syra-. 
cuse diocese as administrator of the 
parish pending the appointment of a 
regular pastor, and he served with 
- such eminent :-satisfaction that he re- 
mained here ten years. in June, 1909, 
he was transferred to Syracuse, where 
he was soon afterward appointed pas- 
tor of St. Luey’s ehurch. Kather 
Sheridan was born at Binghamton. 
‘When he assumed charge of St. Pat- ° 
rick’s church it was burdened with a 
debt of about $11,000, which was paid 
through his exertions. 

Rev. George V. Burns, the present 
pastor of St. Patrick’s church was 
born in Buffalo, April 4, 1873. -He 
was educated in Rochester at St. An- 
drews's preparatory seminary and St.- 
Bernard’s seminary. He was ordained 
June 11, 1898, and was thereupon. ap- 
pointed second assistant at the cathe-_ 
dral. Two years later he. was ap-- 
pointed first assistant and officiated 
eight and one-half years ‘and was then 
appointed pastor of the Catholic 
church at» Phelps, N. Y. While at 
Phelps he was appointed by Bishop 
Hickey as superintendent of the paro- 
chial schools of this diocese. He as- 
sumed charge of St. Patrick’s: church 
in this village July 9, 1909. 
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Some Account of the Schools for 
Young Ladies at Owego from the 
Days when Miss Juliette Camp 
Opened the Owego Female Semi- 
nary in 1828 to the Establishment 
of the Seminary. in East Front 
Street, wiiere, Among Others, Mrs. 
Belva A, Lockwood Was Principal. 


In the sunimer of 1815 Charles Pum- 
pelly built a large house for his resi- 
dence on the north side of Front strect 
where the houses of Howard J. Mead 
wud Miss Anna M. Dean are now. The 
lot was eighty feet wide on that street 
and extended back the full width to 
Mai street. The house was of wood, 
painted white, and was the largest 
and most pretentious of any that had 
been built at that time in the village. 
It stood about fitteen feet back fron 
the sidewalk, near the west end of the 
lot, and on the east side was a large 
yard covered with a grove of tall trees. 
Mr. Pumpelly lived in this house until 
1841, when he purchased the brick 
house tu west Front street now owned 
by James Forsyth of his brother, Har- 
mon Pumpelly, and removed thereto.. 
The old residence Was occupied as a 
“seminary wid boarding school from 
1848 ta 1Sbo. 

Several years previous to this time 
Miss Juliette M.. Cainp,.who later. be- 
came the wife of Joseph M. Ely, in 
{828 opened a school for young ladies, 
which she siyled the- “Owego Female 
Seminary.” She did not board her 
pupils, but in her advertisement she 
announced that “board may be ob- 
tained in respectable families in this 
village.” 

Miss Camp had previously spent 
considerable time in an infant school 
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at Utica, to acquaint herself with the 
methods of teaching employed. there, 
aud in 1830 she converted her young 
ladies’ seminary into a children’s 
school, aud she had between forty and 
fifty pupils. Miss Eliza S. Ripley, .a 
daughter of John Ripley, was Miss 
Camp's assistant. Miss Ripley was 
several years later married to Ebene- 
zer Woodbridge and has been’ for 
Inany years living at Dixon, Il. 


In the gpring of 1843 Mrs.. Mary 
Palmer, of Factoryville (now east Wa- 
verly), and Miss Kunice §. Williams 
rented the Punipelly residence and es- 
tavlished a boarding and day school 
for young ladies there, which they 
called the “Owego Female Seminary.” 
Miss Palmer was. principal of the 
school and Miss Williams had charge 
cof the boarding. department. There 
were two terms of 22 weeks each 
year, or four quarters of 11 weeks 
each. ‘Phe price of board and tuition 
was $125 a year, and in an advertise- 
ment in (he Gazette it was announced 
‘that “from country patrons a portion 
of pay for board will be received in 
‘produce at market prices.” Day 
scholars in the elementary, depart- 
ments were charged $2 a year, in the 
middle departinent $3.50, and in the 
high department $5. Miss Williams 
died soon after this school was opened 
alt the home of her father at Norwich, 
Conn., in October, 1843. 


learing, probably, that the opening 
of the seminary would be detrimental 
to the success of the Owego academy 
by taking therefrom some of the 
young ladies in the girls’ department, 
the academy trustees started another 
school in opposition to that of Mrs. 
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Palmer in the summer of 1843, whicle 
they styled the “Owego Ieimale Insti- 
tute,” and they placed at its head 
Prof. and Mrs. Joseph M. Ely. Mr. 
ly was at this time principal of the 
academy. tle had been teaching ten 
voars in New York city and returned 
to Owego to assume direction of the 
academy, wilh the institute for young 
ladies connected therewith. i 

The new female institute was not 
kept ut. the academy but at Mr. Hly’s 
house. At the opening of this insti- 
tute ft Was announced that if liberal 
patvonage should he ‘given a new 
building would be erected the ‘next, 
year for the school. The building was 
ot erected. The school was opened 
in the house that, was owned and had. 
been vecupred by Jonathan Platt; -Mr. 
Viatt having removed to the “Vesper 
Clift? property in the, town of Tioga. 
The elaree for boarders. fora term of 
eleven. weeks Was $25 and for day 
scholars $65, , 

Mr, {tly taught languages, mathema- 
tics, etc., and. Mrs. Ely inusic and sing-— 
ing. Mise P. . Southworth taught 
Mrench and drawing. . Thomas Le- 
Clere, who was born north of this vil- 
lage apd. who became one of the most 
eelebrated port “ait painters in Amer: 
ica, gave lessons in oil painting. At 
the opening of the spring term in 1844 
it was announced that “persons will- 
ing to advance $25 and upwards in 
labor and.materials toward the erec; - 
tion of 4 new building for the institute 
next sumiiier—payment thereof to be 
‘made in tuition in the institute—will 
please apply to the principals,” 

Mrs. Palmer conducted the semi- 
nary in Front street six years. In the 
spring of 1849.it passed into the hands 
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of Mrs. M. A. Chase and Miss H. P. 
Fellows, and Mrs. Palmer went to 
Binghamton. Mrs. Chase came here 
from Philadelphia. Her daughter, 
Miss H@ith Chase, was later a teacher 
in St. Agnes’s school in Albany. Miss 
Fellows had charge of the boarders 
and Mrs. Palmer was principal. They. 
conducted the seminary four years. | 

At the close of the spring term: in 
1852 Mrs. Chase and Miss Fellows left 
the school, and on Jan. 4,.1852, Rev. 
aud Mrs. George P. Porter began the 
winter term there. Mr. Porter was 
that year and the year following pas- 
tor of the Owego M. I. church. Mrs. 
Porter had been precepiress at the 
Wyoming Wesleyan seminary for sev- 
eral years. The Porters conducted 
the seminary. until 1854, when Mr. 
Porter was assigned to the M. lL. 
church at Waverly. 

In the spring of 1854 Miss Eliza B. 
Thomas, a cousin of Charles C. and 
Albert R. Thomas, of Owego, opened a 
school which she called the Owego 
Female Institute in the house which — 
was afterward for many years owned 
and occupied by Eli W, Stone. It is 
on the north side of front street, the 
second house west of John street. Her 
assistant was Miss Laura C. Bartlett, 
who had been superintendent of the. 
female department at the Owego acad- 
emy. “In August, 1855, she, offered the 
property for sale, saying, that she de- 
sired to have her school in a more 
central part of the village. The school 
was discontinued at about this time. 

In the spring of 1856 Mrs. Samuel 
C. Wilcox, who hav lived in Philadel- 
phia since the death of her husband in | 
1854, returned to Owego and made an 
arrangement with Mrs. Guy Worthing- 
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ton, who was occupying the seminary 
building, to reopen, the seminary, and’ 
the term began April 1, 1856, with 
Mrs. Wilcox as principal. Miss Dar- 
ling, Mrs. Wilcox’s sister, came with 
her from Philadelphia and was .an as- 
sistant teacher. Mrs. Worthington, 
who was the mother of the late bishop 
George Worthington, of Nebraska, had 
charge of the boarders and Mrs. Wil- 
cox was principal of the school. In 
the spring of 1857 Mrs. Worthington 
retired from the seminary and Mrs. 
Wilcox took entire control of both the 
school and the-~ boarding establish- 
ment. Not long atterward Miss Dar- 
ling had charge of the housekeeping, 
and Miss Hall was engaged as vice- 
principal. 

In the fall. of 1858 Miss Josephine 
Hosmer came from Detroit, Mich., and 
assumed the management of the semi- 
nary. Her ‘assistants were Misses 5. 
Loring, of Concord, Mass., and M. EK. 
Walker, of Portsmouth, N. H. Miss 
Hosmer remained here only a year 
and in Nov., 1859, Prof.: and: Mrs. 
reorge H. Burroughs, succeeded her. 

Mr. Burroughs came here highly 
recommended by Theo. Frelinghuysen, 
president of Rutgers college,and presi-. 
‘dent McLean, of Princeton college. 
He was a graduate of Princeton :col- 
lege and had been tor some time sub- 
sequent to his graduation a tutor. Mr. 
and Mrs. Burroughs conducted the 
seminary four years. 

In the fall of 1863, Mrs. Belva, Me- 
Nall; now Mrs. Belva A. Lockwood, 
succeeded Mr. and Mrs. Burroughs 
and opened the fall term Sept. 24. Her 
assistants were Misses Anna Hurd, 
Julia A. Osborne, and .Louisa Warner. 
At the close of the ‘spring term in 
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1865, she left Owego and the seminary 
Was permanently closed’ as a young 
ladies’ school. 

Since leaving Owego Mrs. Lockwood 
has attained national prominence. She 
was born at Royalton, Niagara coun- 
ty, N. Y¥., October 24, 1830, as Belva A. 
Bennett. She began teaching when 
she was 14 years old. Two. years 
later, on Nov. 8, 1848, she was mar- 
ried to Uriah H. McNall, a young far- 
mer, of Royalton, who died there May 
11, 1853. After his death she left her 
young daughter in the care of her pa- 
rents, in order to prepare herself for 
teaching. She was graduated from 
Genesee college at Lima, N. Y., in- 
June, 1857, and soon afterward wis 
appointed principal of the Lockport 
union school. Four years afterward 
she took charge of the Gainsville fe- 
male seminary, where she taught un- 
til she came to Owego in 1863. When 
she left Owego she went to Washing- 
ton, D. C., where she opened a school. 
March 11, 1868, she was married to 
Rev: HKzekiel Lockwood, a_ Baptist 
minister, who was at one time chap- 
lain of the Second. District regiment 
at Washington. Soon after her sec-_ 
ond marriage she closed her school 
and began the study of law. In the 
~winter of 1870 she applied tor admis- 
sion to the daw school of Columbia 
- college at. Washington, but was re- 
fused on the ground that her presence 
in the class “would. distract the atten- 
tion of the young men.” The next 
spring she was admitted to the Na- 
tional University law school, from 
which she was graduated in May, 1873. - 
-In November of that year she was ad- 
mitted to the bar of the supreme court 
of the District of Columbia, and im- 
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mediately thereafter began the prac- 
tice of Jaw. In 1874 she visited Texas 
professionally and was ‘admitted to 
the United States court in the western 
district: Her husband, Dr.. Lockwood, 
died at Washington April 23, 1877. In 
October, 1878, she applied for adnjis- 
sion to the bar of the circuit court of 
Prince George county, Maryland, and 
was refused, although she had been 
allowed previously to file a civil suit 
in the federal court of Baltimore 
county, involving $50,000. In Febru- 
ary, 1879, congress passed an act, 
which permitted women to practise in 
the supreme court of thé United— 
States, and on the 8d of the fellowing 
March her application to practise was 
granted by the justices of the United’ 
States court. Mrs. Lockwood was the 
first woman permitted to practise be- 
fore the highest tribunal in the coun- 
try. Her first. application had been 
made three years previous and re- 
fused on the ground that a fair: inter- 
pretation of the rules of the court ad- 
mitted only men, and unless the cus- 
tom should become more extended in 
the states or special legislaticn should 
be had on the subject it could not be 
done. In the national campaign = of 
1884 Mrs. Lockwood was the Woman’s 
Rights candidate for president of the 
United States. In the summer of 1295 
Mrs. Lockwood and Mrs. Frances Gra- 
ham French were appointed to repre- 
sent the United States at the second 
international congress of charities and 
the ‘second international congress for 
the protection of children at Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

The old seminary lot was sold by 
Charles Pumpelly’s heirs in October, 
1874, to Thomas I. Chatfield. The 
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back part of the lot at the main street 
end had been sold several years pre- 
vious to Daniel lL. Jenks and Frederick 
ki. Platt and the houses built by them 
still stand there. Mr. Chatfiela sold 
the seminary lot in’ November, 1875, to 
Mrs. Catherine’ B. Deming, who. in’ 
April, 1878, sold part of it to Jefferson 
C. Dwelle, whe built on it the house 
now owned by Howard J. Mead. 


‘The First Burying Ground in Owego, 
with a History of Evergreen Ceme- 
tery, Which Was Established — in 
1851, and some Account of Sasana 
Loft, the Indian Girl, Who Was. 
Killed in a Railroad Accident at De- 
,posit, and Whose Body Lies Buried 
under a Marble Monument in the 
Highest Part of the Cemetery, Over- 
looking the Susquehanna Valley. 


‘The first burying ground in this vil- 
lage was at the southeast corner of 
Main and Court streets and occupied 
the Jand-on which now stand the sher- 
_ iff’s residence and jail, the old Acad- 
elily building, and the new county 

clerk’s office. Bodies had been’ pre- 
. viously buried at the southwest corner 
of Main and Lake streets and near the 
southeast corner of Main and Acad- 
-emy streets, but they were afterward 
disinterred and buried in this burying 
ground. 

When the Presbyterian church prop- 
erty was purchased a burying ground 
was laid out at its east end in Temple 
street. People who had friends buried 
in the old burying ground caused the 
bodies to be taken up and removed to- 
the new ground, and the Court street 
property was abandoned as a burial 
place. 
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The project for a village cemetery 
was advocated and carried through in 
1851 by William F. Warner, with some 
opposition, Mr. Warner was at thai 
time clerk of the village board of 
trustees. 

The first action taken for the estab- 
lishment of the cemetery was on Sai- 
urday evening, March 8, 1851, at a 
public meeting of citizens at the court 
house, when resolutions were adopt d- 
directing the village trustees to pur- 
chase suitable land for a village bury- 
ing ground and authorizing a tax of 
$1,500 to be levied within three years, 
for the purpose of paying for the land, 
fencing it, and putting it in proper 
condition. 


There was a difference of opinion as 
to where the cemetery should be loca- 
ted, some of the people desiring that 
it should be on level ground, others 
favoring the present site on the hili 
north of the village as the most de- 
sirable, for the reason that the land 
would never be needed for any other 
purpose in case. the village shouia 
2TOW to any extent and would remain 
undisturbed as a burying ground for 
many years. The hill site was finally 
selected. ' 

In the spring of 1851 the village 
trustees purchased of George Talcott 
a piece of eleven and one-fifth acres 
of land for $952, together with the 
right of way for a road thereto. East 
avenue, then known as “the mountain 
road,” was adopted as the road to the 
cemetery for a distance of 70 rods, at 
which point a triangular course was 
taken to the entrance to the cemetery, 
a further distance of 56 rods, making 
the entire distance from North avenue 
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[30 rods. ‘The read was at once laid 
out sixteen feet wide. . 

The ground was surveyed in the 
Winter of Isol-2 by Stephen. Dexter, 
who laid it out jntosquiures of four lots 
each, -with a walk on two. sides: of 
each jot, and in Mareh, 1852, it was 
hamed KMvergreen cemetery. 

The first jody buried in the ceme- 
tery was that of. Mrs. Frank Swift, 
Wife of Dan C. Swift, and daughter of 
Gideon ©. Chase. Mr. Chase went to 
the .cemetery..and with his cane 
marked in the ‘snow. the spot where 
the grave was to be dug: : 

The first keeper ot the cemetery 
was Thomas P. Hall, who was: ap-— 
pointed in March, 1502. In January, 
1853, he was succeeded by: Prince Van- 
Ness, who was keeper until his death 
in 1867, 

The cemetery was enlarged by sub- 
sequent purchases of land adjoining 
the original plot. In August, 1864, Mr. 
Taleott sold for $1,500 eleven acres 
additional land.- It: was further. en- 
larged in December, 1888, by the pur- 
chase tor $135 an acre of a strip of 
land 240 feet wide and containing ten 
and one-half acres, north of and ad- 
joining..the cemetery. The: next en- 
largment was in January, 1897,. when 
a lot in the form of a trapezoid was 
purchased for $200 of. the heirs of 
George Talcott. It was 50 feet wide 
on North avenue, about 300 teet on the 
cemetery line, and about 400 feet deep. 
The land was purchased in order to 
give people living in that part of the 
village easy access to the cemetery. 
Another addition to the cemetery was 
made in January, 1902, when the prop- 
erty of George Brown was sold at par- 
tition sale. At this sale a piece con- 
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taining about sixteen acres adjoining 
the cemetery was purchased by the 
village for $910 and added to the ceme- 
tery. 

The Sasana Loft Monument. 

On the summit of the hill in the 
southeastern part of the cemetery 
stands the Susana Loft monument, 
erected to the memory of an Indian 
virl, who was killed in a railroad acci- 
dent in 1852 and whose body is buried 
there. 

The Lofts were Mohawk Indians of 
unmixed blood, direct descendants of 
the great Thayendanegeda (s3rant), and 
they left Canajouarie, in the valley of 
the Mohawk river, soon atter . the 
breaking out of the revolutionary 
war, and went to Canada West, where 
they settled in what was known as the 
Mohawk Woods, township of Thayen- 
danegea, on the Salmon river. 

The family consisted of a widowed 
mother, a son, and three daughters. 
The son, Rok-wa-ho Loft,. and two of 
his sisters, Ya-go-weia Loft and 
‘Sa-sa-na Loft, leaving their mother 
and eldest sister at their Canada 
home, came to the United States, for 
the. purpose of giving concerts, the 
proceeds of which were to be used in 
educating and christianizing the Mo- 
hawk people. _ ninth 

The lofts gave two concerts in Owe- 
go in February, 1852, at which time 
Sa-sa-na, the eldest of the two sisters, 
was 21 years of age. While they were 
here judge Charles P. Avery, who 
was greatly interested in Indians and 
Indian history, became particularly in- 
terested. in this family and entertained 
them at his home. 

After leaving Owego they went to 
Deposit, where they gave a concert 
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February 17. The following day the 
sisters were seated in the rear ear of 
‘a train at the railroad station, while 
the brother was buying tickets at the 
office. An alarm was given that the 
engineer of a freight train at the sum- 
mit, eight miles back, had lost contro! 
of his locomotive and had abandoned 
his train, which was dashing down a 
grade of sixty feet to the mile at ter- 
rific speed toward the station.» Most- 
of the passengers were in the station 
dining. room at dinner. The. two sis- 
ters made an effort to escape from the 
car. Both’ reached the platform. 
Ya-go-weia escaped, but Sa-sa-na fell 
back upon the car, which was almost 
entirely torn to pieces by the collision, 
and she was crushed and scalded to 
death. 

Judge Avery -caused the body to be 
brought back to his home in Owego, 
and her. funeral was held February 20 
at St. Paul’s church, Rev. James Wat- 
son, the rector, officiating. Her body 
was taken to-the old Presbyterian 
church yard in Temple street, where 
it was deposited in the Avery family 
vault. It was-intended by the brother 
to remove it in the following spring to 
his home in Canada, but the family 
was afterward prevailed upon to allow 
it to be buried here in Mvergreen cem- 
etery. There are persons still living 
in Owego, who remember, when chil- 
dren, walking in the procession from 
the church to the church yard, and 
have not forgotten the erect figure of 
the bereaved brother, tall and. thin, 
dressed .in black, and with his long 
black jet hair falling down over his 
shoulders. ; 

Two days before the funeral in 
Owego the coroner’s jury at Deposit 
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found ua verdict censuring the New 
York and Erie. railroad company for 
the accident. in the following April 
judge Avery took out letters-of ad- 
ministration from the Broome county 
conrt in the estate of the deceased, 
his object in this proceeding being to 
‘obtain in behalf of the next of kin the 
amount of damage which the statute 
authorized and the circumstances of 
the case rendered equitable. Judge 
Avery gave his services free, as he 
had previously given his hospitality. 
The railroad compromised suit’ Sep- 
teinber 20, 1852, by paying to the In- 
dian family $2,000, all of which amount 
was afterward religiously expended in 
the publication of useful books in the 
Mohawk language for the education 
and christianization of the Mohawk. 
people on the Canada reservation. 

‘In May, 1852, some of the ladies of 
Owego originated a movement to ob- 
tain funds by subscription, with which 
to erect a monument to the Indian 
girl, They did not accomplish any- 
‘thing.’ In the fall of the same’ year 
the ladies of Auburn, Albany, Bing- 
hamton, and Oxford raised $109.75. 
Two years later, March 24, 1854, judge 
Avery, at the request of a committee 
of gentlemen delivered a lecture at the 
court house on “Tioga County and Its 
Karly History,” to raise funds to finish 


paying for the monument. The 
amount realized from the lecture was 
$34.2 /. 


These amounts, with interest, in 
May, 1855, amounted to $165.61. The 
monument was erected that month at 
a cost of $201.58, the difference being 
afterward paid by the ladies of Owego.. 
The monument, which was. worth at 
ordinary prices from $350 to $400 was 
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furnished at cost. It is a-pure white 
marble obelisk, standing seventeen 
feet above the surface of the ground, 
with bases of veined marble, on a sub- 
base of blue granite fourteen inches 
thick and three feet square, resting 
On a pier of solid masonry, carried up 
five feet from a rock foundation and 
laid in cement. It overlooks the Sus- 
quehanna valley, standing in full view 
of the village on the highest point in- 
Kivergreen cemetery. On the front or 
obverse side are the words: In meni 
ory * of °"Sa-sa-na. Loft, an Indian 
Maiden of the Mohawk Woods, Can- 
ada West, who lost her life in the 
Railroad Disaster at .Deposit, N. Y.., 
Feb. 18, 1852, aged 21 years.’” On. the 
reverse is a handsomely executed de- 
vice—a single wild rose, with stem 
broken and a leaf gone. On the west 
side is this inscription: “By birth a 
daughter of the Forest; by adoption 
a child of God.” The body of the In- 
dian girl is buried at the foot of the 
monument on the east side. 

In 1852, a pamphlet was. published 
at Hamilton, Canada, which contained 
among other things’ a poem by the 
poet, W. H. C, Hosmer, entitled, “‘la- 
ment of Sa-sa-na.” 


Owego and Oswego. 


The similarity: of the names, Owego 
and Oswego, has always been a disad- 
vantage to this village. The name otf 
Oswego,on account of Oswego’s greater 
size and prominence, being. better 
known, business men at Owego have 
been as a consequence subjected to 
frequent annoyance, expense, and loss, 
on account of letters and goods having 
been misdirected or missent to Os- 
wego. For this reason there has been 
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at various times some talk of having 
the name of Owego changed by legis- 
jative enactment, but sufficient inter- 
est has never. been taken in ‘the mat- 
ter to bring about the desired change. 
for some inscrutable reason some 
of those who have been seriously in- 
convenienced by the similarity in the’ 
names. have manifested opposition to 
any change,when such changeuas been 
suggested, thinking perhaps that a te:n- 
porary derangement of affairs for a 
snort time until the new name should 
be generally known m the business 
world would cause them some annoy- 
ance. But this would have been only 
temporary. > 
In addition to this unimportant ob- 
jection there was some disagreement 
as to what should be the new nanie 
for the village. The original Indian 
naine was Ahwaga, of which Owego Is 
a corrupt spelling. Some of the peo- 
ple have objected to the name, Ah- 
Waga, but without apparent good rea- 
son, as it is a smooth name to pro- 
nounce .and means something, while 
Owego is commonplace and meaning- 
less, é 
if an Indian name is desirable none 
more musical in its sound could be_ 
‘found than Canawana, the Indian 
name by which the western part of 
the village has always been known. 
Judge Avery in his Susquehanna Val- 
ley papers says that Ca-ne-wa-nah, or 
Canewana, as it is now known, was 
in the Seneca dialect ‘Ne-wa-na .Ca- 
noeush,” meaning literally “little liv- 
ing water.” It was so named from the 
spring known as the Indian 
spring, situated a little west of the 
Owego creek, at the northern base of 
the cliff, north of the Main street 
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bridge. The present name is obtained 
by the avbitrary transposition of 
syllables. 

In case a change of name should 
ever be decided upon no name more 
musical in its pronunciation, nor noue 
more appropriate, could be selected. 
There is no village of that name in 
the United States, and its adoption 
would obviate all the annoyance and 
unpleasant conditions fram which 
business men have been so long sub- 
jected. There has never been any 
serious objection to a change, and 
that there has never been any change 
in the name of the vilage is owing to 
the apathy ot those ‘most directly in- 
terested, | 





; Errors Corrected. 

fn the hurry of publishing these 
papers in a. weekly newspaper there 
were some typographical. errors in 
printing which were overlooked at the 

time and are here corrected: 
"Page 9.° The name of’. Ephraim 
Wood appears twice, first as having 
come here in 1789, and again in 1799. 
The correet date is 1799. 

Paee 20. The, name. of .. Selecta. 
Draper was written Electa Draper in 
the Avery manuscript of Mrs. Caty 
Harris’s statement, and so printed. 
The name is correctly given on page 
#2. 

Page 25. The name of the father 
of Col. David Pixley’s second wife is | 
given as Joseph Patterson and on 
page 28 it is printed James Patterson. 
Joseph Patterson is correct. 

Page 32. The date of John M. Mc- 
Quigg’s removal from Owego to Spen- 
cer should be 1808 instead of 1898. 
The date of Capt. John MeQuigeg's 
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death should have been printed 1804 
instead of 1813. Japt. McQuigg is 
said to have fought in the. battle of 
White Plains Oct. 28, 1776. The date 
ot the removal of John M. McQuigg — 
from Owego is misprinted 1898. It 
should be 1798. 

Page 33. Daniel McQuigg, the 
Ithaca merchant is said by his widow 
“to have been a nephew instead of a 
son of Capt. John McQuigeg. 

Page 55. Samuel M: Avery. in the 
second line should read Samuel W. 
Avery. .See, page 118, ‘where it is 
printed correctly. 

Page 84. ‘The words, ‘Married Ann 
S. Gregory in 1810” should read, mar- 
ried Ann S. Gregory, born in 1810. 

Page 96. The name. of Matthias H. 
Hollenback should have been printed 
Matthias Hollenback. 

Page 121. ‘The date in the first line 
should be 1804;5 

Page 152. H: A. Mead should read 
H. J. Mead. 

“Page 198. A. B. Gere should nate 
been printed |. B. Gere. 

Page 200. IKdward R, Warner 
should be Edward W. Warner. 

Page 653, Rev. John O’Mara came 
to Owego in April, 1877, imstead. of 
1887, as printed. 
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